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Grattan falt 


THE 


PREFACE 


HE followi ing Papers 
are the laſt of this, or 
indeed of any kind ; 


bout which the Author ever 85 5 
me his particular Commands. 


They were Corretted by Him- 
2 and fairly Tranſcribed i in 
his Life time. I have in all 
Things followed his Direftions 
as ſtrictiy as I could: But Acci- 4 
dents —_ having ſince in- 
tervened ; I have th: hi conve- 
nient to leſſen the Bulk of this 
Volume. To which End J 
$3} . 


F 


The PREFACE. 
have Omitted ſeveral L E T- 
TERS Addreſſed to Perſons 
with whom this Author Corre- 

ſponded without any particular 

Confidence, farther than upon ac- 

count 4 their Poſts : Becauſe 
great Numbers of ſuch LE T- 
TERS, procured out of the 
Office ; or, by other means Chow 
Juſtifpable J ſhall not examine) 
have been already Printed : But 
running wholly upon long dry Sub. 
jets of Bujmeſs, have met no 
other Reputation than meerly 

what the Reputation of the Au- 

thor would give them. If I 

end have * an End of 

this Trade, I ſhould upon ſome 

Conſiderations have longer forborn 


ſending theſe into the World. 


Ce ²ůwv— r. 


The PREFACE. 
But I daily hear, that new Diſ- 


coveries of Original LETTERS 
are haſting to the Preſs : To ſtop 
the Current of which, J am for- 
ced to an earlier Publication 
than I deſgned. And therefore 
J 10 this Occaſion to inform the 
Reader; that theſe Letters 
ending with the Author's Re- 
vocation from his Employments 
abroad (which in left than two 
Years was followed by his Retire- 
ment fron all publick Buſmeſs ) 
are the laſt he ever intended for 
the Preſs ; having been Seletted 
by himſelf from great Numbers 
yet lying among his "_ 

I could have been pre- 
vailed with by the Rhetorick 
of Bookſcllers, or any other 
„ little 


The PREFACE. 


little Regards ; I might eaſe 

ly, inſtead of Retrenching , 

| have made very confulerable 
| Additions ; and by that 
Il - means have perhaps taken the 
| areſt 1 to prevent the 
nterloping 7 others. But, | 
Ws the Pre muſt needs be 
I had rather it ſhould 

not yh by my means. And 
' therefore J may hope to be ? 
allowed one Word in the Style 
of a Publiſher, (an Offce 

ly able to much Cenſure, with- 

out the leaſt Pretenſin to 
Merit or to Praiſe) that, 
if TI have not been much de- 
ceived by others and my ſelf; 
the Reader will hardly find 
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The PREFACE. 
ane Letter in this Collecti- 
on wworthy of the Author, 
or which does not contain 
Jomething either of Entertain- 
ment or of De. 
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| 7: FO TN 3 
PRINCE of ORANGE. 
Sheen, Febr, — 6 
OS Ry | 
Hough the Honour I expeFed of 
| attending Your Highneſs. upon ſo 
great and ſo happy a Conjunure, 
has not befallen me; and His Majeſtys 
late Reſolutions, for my ſudden Journey 
into Holand, have been diverted, by Oc- 
caſions, that made way for a more ſpeedy 
concluſion of the Peace : Yet I could not 
be ſatisfy d, without making uſe of Sir G4. 
briel Silvius s favour to me, in charging 
himſelf with this Trouble; by which, 1 


might, at the ſame time, give Your High- 


neſs the particular Account of all that has 
paſs d, in this late Tranſaction here; and 
withal rejoice with you, upon the happy 
Succeſſes, that have attended your Af- 
fairs, on the other ſide: In which, I will 
aſſure Your Highneſs, both His Majeſty, 
and all His Good Subjects, have taken ſuch 
2 ſhare, as has oy contributed, fo 

| the 
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( 1 ) 25 
the eaſy and ſuddain Diſpatch of this 
great Affair; wherein, both your Highneſs 
and the States, and indeed the Happineſs 
and Safety of both Nations, are ſo near- 


ly concern d. For my own part, I will 


only ſay, That as no Man gave ſo Publick 
and fo avowed Teſtimonies of the Devoti- 
on and Honour, I have always had at 
Heart, for Your Highneſs's Perſon and 
Service ; and of the Eſteem that I knew 
was from all Men due to You, in the 

reateſt Decline of Your Fortune: So, at 
this time, when Your Highneſs will re- 
ceive the general Complements and Ap- 
plauſes of all Men; there is none among 
them, that can take a more particular 
Part in Your Highneſs's good Fortunes, 
nor make more paſſionate Wiſhes for their 
Continuance and Increaſe. But I know 
Your Highneſs does me ſo much Juſtice, 
as to believe all that can be ſaid from me 
of this kind, unneceſſary. Therefore I 
ſhall proceed to tell Your Highneſs, that 
upon receipt of the States laſt Letter, with 
deſire of Paſsports for their Ambaſſadors, 
and Offers of a Ceſſation of Arms: His 
Majeſty was pleaſed, upon the 3d Current, 
being Tucſday Morning, to declare at the 
Committee of Foreign Affairs, that having 
thought of it in the Night, He was reſol- 
ved, for preventing all Delays, that w 

| ten: 
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tend the coming of Ambaſſadors hi- 
ther, to ſend over into Holland; and that 
He would ſend me with the Project of a 
Treaty, and full Powers to conclude im- 
| 5 mediately, if the States were in the Mind 
they expreſt of doing Him Juſtice, 
This was receiv d with ſo great a Concur- 
rence, that I was immediately ſent for; 
acquainted with His Majeſty's Intentions; 
and commanded to be ready to begiri my 
Journey the next Day, and to attend up- 
on the two Secretaries of State, that Af- 
ternoon, at the drawing both tlie Project, 
and my Inſtructions. I told the King ; 
ould obey Him; but that I might tlie 
tter do it, I begged of Him, that 
might go without any Character of Am- 
baſſador; which would delay me, with 
the Preparations of Equipage here; and 
embarras me with Ceremonies there, un- 
neceſſary to ſo ſudden a Diſpatch. His 
Majeſty thought it reaſonable ; and ſo 
ave order, I ſhould go without any other 
Character, than of Plenipotentiary; but 
gave me the Appointment of all kinds of 
an Ambaſlador, which He told me, I muſt 
take upon me, when the Peace was con- 
cluded. | E 
The Project and Inſtructions, could not 
be finiſhed till Wedueſday at Evening, nor 
the Commiſſion ſealed till Thurſday at 
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B 2 Noon; 
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(4) 

Noon, which was deſigned for my ſetting 
out; and in order to it, J had kiſs'd the 
King's and Duke's Hands, late on Wedneſ- 
day Night, and received their Letters to 
Your Highneſs, and ſent away my Ser- 
vants toward Harwich, on Thurſday 
Morning. But about Ten a Clock, the 
fame Day, arrived the Pacquet, by a 
Trumpeter from Holland, which brought 
full Powers to the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, to 
treat and conclude” the Peace: Upon the 
knowledge whereof, T went immediately 
to the King, and told him how inconve- 
nient it would be, to expoſe the Treaty to 
the Accidents of a Journey, of Seas, and 
of Weather, when it might be finiſh'd 
here, perhaps before I could be at Har- 
wich . Beſides, that it would be more Ho- 
nour for His Majeſty, to treat it here, 
than at the Hague, which was an Expedi- 
ent only for diſpatch, and therefore 
begg d of his Majeſty, that no conſidera- 
tion of me might divert him from falling 
into the Buſineſs here, at leaſt, till he ſaw 
it could not be effected. The King was 
pleaſed with what [ faid, ſent me imme- 
diatelf to the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, to 
bring an Account of his Powers, and has 
done me the honour, to make me treat 
the whole Thing with his Excellency 

in 
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CF) 

in all its Points, ſo as to leave 
Occaſion only for the Commiſſioners 
to meet once on Saturday, to agree 


upon drawing up the Treaty; and 
yeſterday again at Four a Clock for 


ſigning it. But after all this was 


agreed, and before that Hour was 
come, I was forced by an Acci, 
dent in Town, to come down in- 
to the Country for Two or Three 
Days, and ſo have the Mortificati- 
on of not ſeeing Sir Gabriel Silvz- 
us, before his going away with the 
Ratifications, which I left the King 
reſolved he ſhould do this Night. 

It is not fit to entertain your High- 
neſs farther from the Countrey ; but 
I hope, upon my Return to Town, 
to have his Majeſty's Leave to ſend 
Your Highneſs, by next Poſt, the 
Letters, he was pleaſed to encharge 
me with; as likewiſe that from the 
Duke, with very particular Expreſſi- 
ons from them both, which I ſup- 
poſe, you will not be willing to 
loſe, though you may receive 
of a later Date; In the mean 
time, I beg your Highneſs to 
believe, that upon all Occaſions , 
T ſhall be infinitely proud ard 
pleaſed, to give you the beſt 
; B 3 Teſts 
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(6) 
Teſtimonies, of the ſincereſt and deyout- 
eſt Bafſion, wherewith l have been 5 
hong. and mall ever be | 
 $IR, 

Tour 22 ghneſs s &c. 


To Sir fol, Temple 
| London, Febr. 17. 1674, 


STIR, 


1 did not think, a fortnight ago, that 
you would hear from me, at this time, 
from this Place, having been unexpected- 
ly deſigned another Way, which you have 
had ſome Account of from my. Siſter : 
Bur tis fit you receive a more particular 
one from me, upon an Occaſion, which I 
know- you will riot be diſpleaked with, 
both as ro what concerns the Publick, 
and my Self. You will eaſily imagine the 
Neceſſities, that prevailed with the King 
and his Miniſters, to fall into the Coun- 
eils of making a ſudden Peace wi 
Hulland. S0 ty as this Reſolution was 
raken privately among them, my Lord 


| Argen (ene for we, 29d told me of it ; 
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(7) 
and that, at the ſame time, the King and 
my Lord Treaſurer, both nas b at 
the Foreign Committee ( ſo as He could 
not ſay, which of them named me firſt ) 
xropoſed my Pang (60g over, upon this 
stalle ; and the King added, that there 
was no Man elſe, to be thought of; and 
ſo had commanded him, to ſend ſor me, 
and acquaint me with it. I told him, I 
ſhould obey His Majeſty, as became me, 
and much the rather, upon a Point by 
which I thought he fell into His true 
Intereſt, wherein my Opinions were 
but too well known. After this, I went 
to the King, and ſaid the ſame Things; 
and what elſe I eſteemed proper, upon that 
Occaſion ; and that I would ſerve Him, 
as well as 1 could, though I doubted I 
was grown a little ruſty, by lying ſtill ſo 
long; and begun to ſhriok at a hard Jour- 
ny, in ſuch a cruel Seaſon, after having 
giveg my ſelf, all the Eaſe I could, for 
three Years at homeF The King Smiled, 
and faid, He would anſwer for me. 1 
told Him, That would give me Confi- 
dence; but there was another Point, I 
defired to govern my ſelf; ' which was, 
that my Lord Arlington having told me 


* 


I was to go Ambaſſador , I had no mind to 


charge my ſelf with that Character, upon 
ſo ſudden a Journy, and an Affair, that 
OG ought 


—— — — 
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„ 
ovght to be ſudden too. That the great- 
eſt piece of Service Thad ever done Him, 
in all my Employments abroad, which was 
thar of the Tripple Alliance, I had treat- 
ed and concluded in five Days, 'and with 
the Character of Envoy ; and I was con- 
fident, I could never have done it, if I 
had been Ambaſſador : That the Ceremo- 
nies of it hindred the Buſineſs where it 
preſs'd. That having been twice Am- 
baſſador, needed not to value my ſelf up- 
on this Occaſion, eſpecially in Holland, 
where | was well enough known: And 
therefore, I deſired I might go with the 
Character of Envoy Extraordinary, and 
for this particular Affair only of the 
Peace, That when this was made, His 
Majeſty might ſend what Perſon, and what 
Character He pleaſed over, to reſide there, 
and go on with the Meaſures He ſhould 
have taken. 3 | 
The King, ſeemed very much to ap- 
prove what I ſaid ; and told me, that of 
Ambaſſador was only thought of, becauſe 


I had been Amt aſſador before; and they | 


thought I would not be content, to go 
without it; but He fon, I was a witer 
Man, and I ſhould not loſe by it; for 
though T went without the Character, yet 
I ſhould have the Pay of an AmLaſlador; 
and if I ſhould ſtay in Holland, aſter the 


Peace 
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Cn” 
Peace was made, I ſhould then have the 
Character. Hereupon, in rwo Days time 


my Inſtructions were drawn up, my ſmall 


Equipage ptepared, and my Servants ſent 
before to Harwich, where I intended to 
follaw, Poli, the day atter : But would 
not. ſuffer either my Wife or Siſter to 
engage in ſa haſty a Journy, and at ſo ili 
a time of Lear; though they were nei- 
ther of them willing to let me go away 
alone, out of care of my Health, which 
I promiſed to take my ſelf, and deſerve 


their good Opinion in it. 


The very day, I was togo, came in an 
Expreſs from Holland, with full Powers 
from the States, to the Marquis of Freſno 
(the Spaniſh Ambaſſador here) to treat 
and conclude the Peace. My Lord Ar- 
lington immediately acquainted me with it, 
and deſired, I would go to the King, who 
was then at the Houſe of Lords, and tell 
Him, this new Incident, and know His 
Pleaſure upon it; his Lordſhip ſeeming a 


little in Pain at my Part in it. But I told 


him, I thought the Buſineſs had this way 
a better Turn than they themſclves had 
given it: That it would not only be diſ- 
patch'd here with leſs Time, but with 
more Honor to His Majeſty than at the 
Flague ; That for my Part, I was ſo far 
from being diſappointed, that I was 2 
n * 0 . 


( 10) 
glad of it ; that I confeſs'd I wiſh d the 


thing, but ſo it were done, was not fond 
of having any part 1n it, and therefore 
was of Opinion, they ſhould preſently fall 
in Treaty with the Marquiſs, and ſo I 
would 50 and tell the King. 

Iwill not tell you how pleaſed my Lord 
Arlington was with this Anſwer, nor how 
obliging Things he ſaid to me upon it; 
but | was ſorry he knew me ſo ill, as not 
to expect it, the thing being fo right: 
I went to the King, ſaid the ſame to 
him, which found the ſame Reception; 
and he told me, though I did not treat it 
at the Hague , yet he was ſure I ſhould 
treat it here; and accordingly he ſent far 
the Marquiſs that Aiternoon , and tald 
him, he would ſend me to him that Even- 
ing, to fall into the Treaty ; and that if 
he could agree with me, he ſhould reck- 
on upon the thing done. 

I had my Orders, went to the Marquiſs, 
and we concluded all Points in three Days, 
though there was one of ſome Difficulty : 
The laſtruments were diſpatch'd with the 
fame Diligence, and ſigned by the Mar- 

uiſs and the King's Commiſſioners. And 
2 that great Affair ended, to the infinite 
Satisſaction of all People here, as I doubt 
not, it will be in Spain and Holland, and 
give a great Turn, to the Conjunctures 
r Some 
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( 11 ) 

Some Days after this Coneluſign, my 
Lord e told me, the King thought 
fit to recal Sir William Codolphin out of 
Spain, upon ſeveral Conſiderations, but 
chiefly upon Reports, that had run of his 
Religion, which would not be very plea- 
ſing in the Parliament, with whom the 
King was reſolved to live well; and there- 
fore had ordered him to make me the Offer 
of going into Spain. That having been 
Ambaſſidor in Ordinary ſo long ago, the 
King thought it was but Reaſon I fhould 
make fome Advance, and ſo would have 
me go Ambaſſador Extraordinary, which, 
to that Crown, was the Employment of 
moſt Dignity, and moſt Advantage of any 
other abroad. 3 
I deſired his Lowſhip to make his Maje- 


ſty my moſt humble Acknowledgments, 


for ſo many and ſuch unſought for Ho- 
nours, Which were beyond what I could 
deſerve: But that the Thing was new ; 
and that I had learnt, by a Spaniſh Pro- 
verb, not to make a ſuddain Anſwer to a 
ſuddain Queſtion. That beſides, the Jour- 
ney was long, and You formerly had an 
Averſion to my undertaking it; that I 
could not do it now, without firſt conſult- 
ing You, whom I would not diſobey. That 
I therefore deſired his Lordſhip to excuſe 
my anſwering the King till I had written, 
and had an Anſwer from Yau, This 


(12) 

This is all I have to ſay, but that I leave 
it with you, to conſult if you pleaſe, with 
my Brother, and ſend me your Reſolution 
as ſoonas you can. I find my Wiſe incli- 
ned to it, both upon Reſpects of Advan- 
tages to my Fortune, and my Health, 
which ſhe thinks ſufferèd much in Holland. 
My Siſter, though the better Spaniard, 


has no great mind to it. For my own part, 


I am pretty indifferent; I like the Climate; 
but you know I never cared for a Remove, 
being ever apt to like the Place and Con- 
dition Jam in; and if I have a mind to 
mend it, I believe I cannot want Occaſi- 
ons, upon this great Revolution, and the 
Return of our Councils to the Point , 
where TI left them, three or four Years 
ago. 5 

57 ſhall give you no farther Trouble at 
this Time, but expect your Anſwer, and 


remain ever, 15 


SIR, 
Jour, &c. 


C497 
To the Prince of Orange. 


London, Febr. 28. 1673. 


SIX, 


Thought, Your Highneſs would not 

be diſpleaſed, with receiving thoſe 
Marks of Kindneſs, from His Majeſty and 
the Duke which they intended You by 
me, though You have, I know, receiv'd 
others, of a freſher Date. Therefore, by 
Leave from them both, I ſend You inclo- 
ſed the Letters 1 had the Honor to be 
charged with, when I kiſt their Hands 
upon my intended Journy into Holland. 
The Compliments I was commanded to 
carry Your Highneſs from their Mouths 
( beſides what went from their Hands) 
were, I will aſſure You, very particular. 
Eſpecially thoſe from His Majeſty ; to 
tell You how great an Inducement to 
the Peace, Your Highneſs's Advance- 
ment to the hereditary Dignity, had 
been and with how much more Confi- 
dence, He could now fall into good Mea. 
ſures with Holland, than beiore. And 
thoſe from the Duke, when at the End of 
g great deal ſpoken, very kindly, He bid 
me allure You, that He lookt upon Your 


High- 


(i4) 


* 199 | . 1 
Highneſs's Intereſts, as the ſame witli 


the King's ap His own; and that if there 
were any Thing, wherein You could uſe 
His Service, You might be ſure of it. 
I replyed, Pray Sr. remeniber, there is 
nothing You except, and You do not know, 
how far a young Prince's Deſire may go; 
but I am reſolved to tell Him what You 
ſay, and if there be Occaſion, to be a 
Witneſs of it : The Duke ſmiled ; Well, 
well, You may tell Him what I bid You : 
Upon which I faid ; At leaſt I will tel 
the Prince, that You ſmiled when I tol: 
You fo, which I am ſure, is a great deal 
better, than if You had frowned. I 
know your Highneſs, will eafily pardon 
me, for entertaining you with theſe Cir- 
cumſtances ; but I will ſay no more of 
this kind, unleſs you give me Encourage- 
ment,; nor of any other, to encreaſe 
your Trouble, at this Time; unleſs it 
be, that if in any Thing, either ſmall or 
great, Your Highneſs can find my Ser- 
vices uſeful to you here ; you will ever 
find them at your Devotion, in a manner 
very particular, and that no Man alive, 
can be with more Paſſion or more Truth. 


"2 5 EMA . 
Tour Highneſs's moſt obedient, 
an moſt humble Servant. 
To 


( 15) 
To Sir Fohn Temple. 


London, March 27. 1674. 


SIR; 
I Pon your expreſſion of ſo much dif. 

like to my Journy into Spain; I 
acquainted the King with it; and gave 
That, for the only reaſon, of my excuſing 
my ſelf from it. I made His Majeſty, at 
the ſame time, the greateſt Acknowledg- 
ments I could, for the Honor he had done 
me, by the Offer of it; and affured him, 
how glad I ſhonld be, to deſerve fo good 
an Opinion, as He had pleaſed to expreſs 
in thinking me worthy of an Employ- 
ment, which, for my own Part, I ecſteem- 
ed one of the beſt he had to give. The 
King was pleaſed to reply very graci- 
ouſly, that He thought ſo too, bur yet 
He intended me a better; That he had 
been long engaged in the Remove at pre- 
fent deſigned, but that upon the next, he 
was reſolved, I ſhould have it, He was 
pleaſed to ſay no more, but walked away; 
and I ſeemed to take no Notice of what 


he meant. But the day after, I told all 


that had paſt ro my Lord Arlington : He 
feemed a good deal ſurpriſed, at my reſu- 
ſing 


(16 ) 
ſing the Spaniſh Ambaſly, and faid, He 
believed the King had few. Subjects that 
would not be glad of it: That he had ſo 
little expected it, that he had told the 
Marquiſs of Freſno of the King's Reſoluti- 
on in it: That for his own part, unleſs I 
was ſure of his Secretary's Place, he 
ſhould not yet adviſe me to refuſe the 
other. | 
This was faid, with a Face, and in a 
Way, ſomething, graver than his had been 
of late towards me, and I confeſs, ſur- 
prized me more, than he pretended, I had 
done him. I told him, that I did not at 
all know what he meant, by ſaying ; If I 
were not ſure of his Secretary's Place ; 
That it was a Thing I never had once in 
my Thoughts, but when he had pur it 
there, a great while ago, upon the Reſo- 
lution of Sir John Trevor's coming into the 
other : That my Circumſtances had been 
ſince much changed; and he knew I had 
thought of nothing, but my Garden and 
a Private Life, for theſe three or four years 
paſt, till the King ſent for me upon this 
Peace with Holland. That he knew what 
had paſſed fince, and he knew all; for I 
was no man of Myſtery: nor Intrigue ; 
That I went abroad, when the King called 
me; and I liked my Errand ; and when 
theſe did not happpen , I ſtayed at home. 

| But 
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Put 1-was till deſirous to know what gave 
him Occaſion of ſaying that to me ; for 
what the King had ſaid could not be inter- 
pretend to mean any ſuch thing. 

He told me, that he knew I was related 
to my Lord Treaſuter, and hear'd I was 
much in his Favour ; that he was now the 
Great Man, and could do what he plea- 
ſed, and thought he might do this, among 
other _ „ and could not imagine I 
would refuſe the Spaniſh Embaſſy, unleſs 
my Lord Treaſurer and I had agreed upon 
the other. I found where this Matter 
pinch'd, and faid. ſmiling, That he was 
never more miſtaken in his Life : That 
it was true , my Wife was related to my 
Lord Treaſurer z and that we were great 
Companions, . when we were both toge- 
ther. young Travellers and Tennis Players 
in France: But that for near twenty years 
paſt, we had not at all fallen in one 
anothers way, till upon what had paſſed 
ſince the late Councils, about a Peace 
with Holand, in which our Opinions 


ſeemed to agree : That ſince, we had met 


ſometimes, but not often, nor in any Con- 
fidences. That I knew he was a great 


Man, but could not tell yet, to what 


Points of the Compaſs, he intended to 
ſteer : That I left him, as I did every Body 
elſe, to take his own Meaſures; and for mine 
he knew very well how little troubled my 
Friends about them. C Upon 
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Upon this he began with another Coun- d 
tenance than in the beginning of this Con-. 


verſation, to tell me, that he eaſily belie- 
ved all I told him; that he was ſo far from 
diſliking my being well, with my Lord 
Treaſurer, how ill ſoever he was with 
him, that he adviſed me, as a Friend, to 
be as well with him as I could. That he 
conſeſs d he thought I might have entered 
with him into a Concert, of getting into 
his Place, inſtead of Sir Joſeph Williamſon, 
which would have been no Injury to him, 
for he knew I would not think of it, but 
upon the fame Terms as the other: That 
fince we were fallen into this Diſcourſe, he 
would go farther with me, and tell me, 
*twas true he had a good while had a mind 
to leave the toil of his Place, and perhaps 
the Envy; and fo had agreed with Sir Jo- 


feph Williamſon, to come in, and give him 
fix thouſand Pounds, when myLord St. AI 


bans ſhould be willing to part.with the 
Chamberlain's Staff, for which he was to 
give him ten. That my Lord St. Albans 
had been of late very much unreſolved in 
this Matter, and he knew not when he 
would fix: That whenever he did, he was 


engaged in the other to Sir Foſeph William- 
ſon, by the King's Conſent, and would do 


nothing to break it. But if I had a mind, 
and could make Intereſt enough in my 
Lord 


1 


4 
. 
I 
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my own Game; and for his own part, it 
Rb ſhould be all one to him, from whom he 
received the fix thouſand Pounds: and he 


( io ) 


” Lord Treaſurer to turn it another way, 


and bring my Lord St. Albans to a Reſolu- 
tion, he would leave me wholly to play 


* would not only be paſſive in it, but if the 


King ſhould ask his Opinion, as to the Fit- 
neſs or Capacity of the Perſons, he would 


tell it him freely with all the Preference to 


me that I deſerved. 7 
I gave his Lordſhip many thanks for the 


| Kindneſs and Frankneſs of this Diſcourſe; 
but 1 told him, I believed it need go no 


- farther. That for my own part, I was both 
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Place, and againſt my own or any Body's 


againſt his going out of the Secretary's 


coming into it for Money; and I ended 


& 


this Converſation with ſaying a great 
- deal, to diſſuade him from leaving his 


Place. | 


II 1 


About three or four Days aſter, Mr. Sid. 
ney told me, that my Lord Arlington had 


= ſpoken to Mr. Mountague about what had 


| paſſed between us, and with a great deal of 
: Kindnels of me, eſpecially for being ſo ear- 
neſt with him to keep his Place, and the 


| Reaſons I had given him for it ; but yet in 
the Belief, that I ought not to neglect this 
+ Occaſion, becauſe he was reſolved. 


Mr. Sydney was mighty earneſt with me to 
C 2 reſolve 


( 20 ) 
reſolve too; and next day Mr. Mountague 
ſpoke to me himſelf; and believing no- 
thing could ſtick with me, wvnleſs it were 
taking up the Money, he offered to help 
me to it ; which was more than I had rea- 
ſon to expect from him or any man elſe. 
My Wife is enough inclined I ſhould do it, 
though ſhe and my Children run moſt 
Hazzard in it, if I ſhould die, and leave 


my Eſtate charged with ſuch a Debt, which 


though {mall at preſent, yet I thank God, 
is clear. For my own part, I confefs I 


find no Motions about me towards it, and 


ſhould have thought the Spauiſp Embaſly 4 


a much better Employment. I have ever 
deteſted the Cuſtom grown amongſt us of 
{ſelling Places, and much more thoſe of ſo 
much Impcrtance to the Crown. I think 
it no great honour to be preferred before 
Sir Joſeph Williamſon, and yet I would not 


do him an Injury neither, as this would 


ſeem to be. I have ſeen ſuch Changes at 
Court, that I know not yet what to make 
of this laſt ; and ſtill remember poor Mon- 
ſieur de Witt's Word of, Fluttuation perpe- 
tuelle dans la conduite d Angleterre ; which 


of all things in the World I am not made | 


for; and had rather once for all, break 


my Head with going on, than be wrench- | 
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ing my felf continually with ſuddain 


Turns, I need ſay no more of this Mat- 


ter; 
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N ter; it lies before you. Pray pleaſe to tall 


with my Brother about it ; 'tis what the 


1 Family 1s concerned in more than I, and 


theretore pray let me receive your Judg- 
ment upon it ; which in this, as all things 
elſe, ſhall ever have the greateſt weight 


S IR, 
Tour moſt Obedie 


Son, &c, 


C 3 To 


(22) 2 
Io Sir Foby Temple. 


Sheen, May 16, 167. 


SIR, 


122 wholly followed your Opinion, 
both in declining the Motion, about 
the Secretary's Place, and in fixing that of 
Holland; ſince I find That the only preſent 
Employment you are content with for me, 
and you are not content with none. My 
Lord Arlington ſeemed to take what ] ſaid 
to him upon both very indifferently; and 
though at firſt he raiſed a Scruple about 
my going into Holland, in regard of a cer. 
tain Lord's having been very hot, for ſome 
time, in the purſuit of it: Yet when I 
perſiſted in it, upon the King's having in 
February deſigned me for it, of his own 
Motion: He adviſed me to take my Mea- 
tures, as well as I could, with my Lord 
Treaſurer, about the main Point, which 
was, what he related to the Exchequer ; 


and for the King, he knew very well, there 
would be no Difficulty. Both theſe are 


now ſetled: The King has reſolved to 
ny | | ſend 


: 
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& 26 
ſend me over Ambaſſador Extraordinary 
to the States: And my Lord Treaſurer, 
is after ſome Conteſt, fallen into the Terms 
I inſiſted, which is to equal me with the 
other Embaſſies of the Crowns; and fol 
engaged, in my Preparations, for this 
Journey. His Majeſty is reſolved I ſhall 
offer his Mediation to the States, in their 
reſent War with France. If it be accep- 
ted by them and all the Parties, I reckon 
he will be Maſter of the Peace, and the 
Parties be hindred from making their ſe- 
parate Treaties, when they are once en- 
gaged in a general one. I hope you will 
like what is done, as much as you ſcemed 
before to deſire it; whichais all I ask, 
and leave the reſt to God Almighty, for 
what is to come. J 
I reſolve to take my whole Family o- 
ver; but yet that my Wife and Son 
ſhall firſt make you a Viſit, ſince I ſee you 
will not think of coming over. Tis 
their turn now, and my Sitter and 1 will 
go firſt into Holland, though we thould 
both be very glad to wait upon you a- 
gain, if it could have been allowed 
us. But my Wife will not conſent 
to my going without either her or my 
Siſter; and ſhe has a great mind to 
carry over her Son to you her if, 
| & 4 alter 


| (24) 
14 after having been ſo long in France, 
| || and at an. Age when commonly the 
great Changes are made, which you will 
judge of when you ſee him. I ſhall, 
at preſent, give you no further trou- 
ble than the Profeſſions of my being 
A ; 
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Tour's, &c. 
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(25) 
To Mr. Secretary Coventry. 


Hague, Fuly 17. S. N. 1674 


SIR, 


J Ordered an Account, of my Arrival 
here, on Friday laſt, to be given Mr. 
Cook, by that Night's Poſt ; which being 
all | had then to fay, I thought might 
well fave you any farther Trouble, at that 
Time. On Saturday morning I ſent to 
the Penſioner Fagel, to deſire an hour of 
ſeeing him ſome time that Day: He excu- 
ſed it, but ſent me Word withal, that he 
would not fail of coming to me ſome 
time in the Evening; which he performed, 
in a Viſit, about two hours long. After 
the Compliments on both ſides, I fell up- 
on theſe Points with him. The Satisfacti- 
on His Majeſty had received, in the late 
Peace with the States : His Deſires and 
Reſolutions to continue and cultivate it: 


The Reaſon He had to content Himſelf 


with the Poſture and Advantages in 
which He ſtood, by a Peace with all His 
Neighbours, while they were all engaged, 

n a War: That if his Bounty and Piety, 
did not prevail with Him, farther £0 
9 


His Intereſts, He ſhould Sit down with His 
own Peace, and not trouble Himſelf far- 


ther about that of Chriſtendom: But theſe 


Diſpoſitions, and the Deſire of ſo general 
a Good, had engaged Him, to offer His 
Mediation in the preſent Quarre's . 
That it had been accepted by France, and 
promiſed to be conſidered of by the Em- 
peror, and Spain, in concert with their 
Allies. That the States Ambaſſadors in 
England, who underſtood our Conſtituti- 
ons, and the Diſpoſitions of the Xing my 
Maſter better than Strangers could do, 
had promiſed all their Offices, that His 
Majeſty's Offer might be accepted here, 
and that the Parties might conſent to the 
Choice of London, for the Place of Trea- 
ty: And thereupon, had brought over 
a Letter from His Majeſty, to the Szates, 
with the Offer of His Mediation : That 
they ought to believe, that it His Majeſty 
were partial to any Side, it muſt be to thar, 
wherein his own Nephew was ſo near] 

concerned ; and that they ought to think 
ſo the rather, ſince his Majeſty made the 
Offers of Mediation, at a Time when 
all the Advantage of the War had run ſo 
high on the French (ide, and were in all 
Appearance, likely to do ſo ſtill. That 
perhaps, if his Majeſty had ſeen Flanders 


like ro be delended, by the Arms of the 
Con. 
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1 
Confederates ; he might have pres or 
delayed this Office: That they knew he 
anderſtood his Intereſt too well, to be 
content, to ſee Flanders loſt ; and that his 
Honour would not ſuffer him, no more 
han the Condition in ,which the laſt War 
ath left him, to go about preſerving it 
any other way, than that of a Peace. 
That his Majeſty would be very glad ſuch 
a one might be made, as would leave 
Flanders in a better Poſture of defending it 
ſelf, than it was before, by laying the 
Spaniſh Territories together more in a 
Round, than the laſt Peace leſt them: 
And, that when this ſhould be concluded, 
I did not doubt, but they would find his 
Majeſty ready to enter into the beſt and 
8 Guaranties of it, they could de- 
we. - 
I need not trouble you, to tell you how 
this Matter paſſed between us; but ſumm 
up together what, all, I drew from him 
in the whole Conference, amounted to. 
He firſt gave me Thanks for the Advice 
had given their Ambaſſadors there ; and 
ſaid, he ſhould be glad, I would always 
be their Councellor, how they ought to 
comport themſelves to his Majeſty upon 
all Occaſions. He fell into a Relation of 
the Forces of their preſent League, eſpe- 
cially by the Conjunction of the Duke of 
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Brandenburgh, whoſe Treaty with the Em: 
ror and them, he aſſured me, was abſo- 
utely concluded, ſo as to bring him into 


an Offenſive Part of the War. That 
though they could not expect another ſo 

reat Conjuncture, and had but too great 
Teſtimonies of the ill will of France, par- 
ticularly to this State; yet they had no o- 
ther Thoughts but only of gaining ſuch 
a Peace, as might leave them and their 
Allies out of Danger, upon a new Inva- 
ſion from France: That for their own 
Parts, they had recovered all they had 
loſt, except Grave, which they hoped 
ſuddainly for a good Account of , being 
already inveſted by Monſieur Ralenhoupt ; 
for Maſtricht they had given up by Agree- 
ment to the Spaniards. That it was im- 
poſlible for them to leave their Allies, who 
under God, had ſaved their State from 


| 
| 
| 
| 


abſolute Ruin; but whatever Terms of 


Peace they would conſent to, would fa- 
tisfy the States. That they believed Spain 
will be moderate, and though their Treaty 


with that Crown, obligeth them to the 


Conditions of the Pyrenees, yet there is a 
Clauſe, which alloweth it to be altered, 
by Conſent : That they apprehend Sueden, 
as too partial to France ; but are content 
to make his Majeſty, Arbiter, in all their 
Affairs; and to this End, that they were 
'F LIK * 5 . a . reſolv- 
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reſolved to accept of the Mediation, wete 


” willing that London ſnould be the Place of 


Congreſs, and that they would leave it to 


his Majeſty there, either to propoſe the 


Scheme of a Peace himſelf, or to retrench 
and adjuſt, according to his Prudence and 


? Equity, what Propoſitions ſhould be made, 


on each Side, by the Parties themſelves : 


Iuhat they would perform all the Offices 
they could, to induce the Emperor and 
» fy to agree with them in theſe Points, 


oth by the States writing effectually to 


1 their Miniſters in thoſe two Courts, and 
by his Speaking earneſtly ; both with the 
Imperial and Spaniſh Miniſters here. That 


he was fatisfied, how ſafe their Intereſt 
would lye in his Majeſty's Hands; and 
that this State would ever make it their 
Endeavour, to deſerve the Friendſhip and 
Protection of the Crown of England; by 
which they knew it could beſt be preſer- 
ved, as well as it had at firſt been raiſ- 


cd. ä 


Aſter this Conference with the Penſion- 
er, I thought it beſt to neglect no time 


in the Delivery of my Letters; and ſo went 


that Evening to the Preſident of the Week; 


and putintohis hands, both that ofCredence 


and the other of Mediation; which were 


both received by him, with great Applau- 
fes, upon the Subje of the Peace, and 
the 


S. MF 
the Recovery of his Majeſty's Favour, 
and Friendſhip to this State. 

Upon Sunday aſter noon, the Preſident 
to whom I had delivered my Letters, came 
to me, and told me; he was ordered by 
the States General, to attend me with the 
Account of their having peruſed his Ma- 
jeſty's Letters: Upon the firſt, he made 
me their Compliments , which being 
chiefly Perſonal, need no Relation. Upon 
the Letter which carryed his Majeſty's 
Offer of Mediation, he ſaid, without 
doubt, the States would receive it with 
Joy and with Thanks ; but being engaged 
to ſeveral Allies, they could not do it, 
without firſt communicating it to them ; 
which they would do immediately, and 
in ſuch manner, as they queſtionednot to 
induce them, to accept it too. I told him, 
that the Emperor and Spain, having put 
their Delay in accepting of it upon their 
Allies, by whom I underſtood the States 
to be meant; I expected at leaſt, that the 
States would have accepted it, as to them- 
ſelves, or their Part in the Quarrel : But 
he ſaid, that it ſelf could not be done by 
their Agreement, without a Communica- 
tion, which they hoped his Majeſty 
would not interpret ill, ſince it could pro- 
duce, but the Delay of ſome few days, 
and was meant, to extend the Acceptance 
| 0 "hy 
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/ to their Allies: I deſired him, to let the 

; States know, however, what ! had expect- 

ed in this Point; and asked him, whether 

| 1 they would not have been glad, that upon 

his Majeſty's Offer of Mediation to all 

- the Parties, France had reiuſed it, or made 

© Difficulties upon it, and the Confederates 
had accepted it, with the beſt Grace that 

- could be ; he conſeſs d, he would: Upon 
which, I told him, then they had Reaſon 

to be Sorry, that juſt the contrary had 

hapned; he ſeemed to be ret and 

” Kid he would likewiſe, report this to the 

States. 

L have not ſince, been able to ſee the 
Penſioner, nor the preſident of the Week ; 

| N and therefore ſhall only {ay in general, that 
though the Aſſurances I received ſrom the 

+ firſt, and the Account I had from the laſt, 
| ſeem a little ditcrent ; yet I am confident, 
his Majeſty may reckon, that an Obſtru- 
ction of the Peace, will not ariſe from 
hence. For beſides the general Diſpoſiti- 
ons and Intereſts of Traders, and the Jea. 
louſies, natural between the Civil and Mi- 
litary Pow er ; I find their Payments are 
on all Hands too great, to be long conti- 
naed ; their Hopes are very moderate 
from the Succeſles of their Armies or 
Fleets; and I ſce no Advantages, that they 
propoſe to themſelves, though both ſhould 


proſper, 


LF) 
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| befides the running France a little 
9 
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may be probable to laſt the longer.. 

i find the Penſioner is the great Man 
here; and acts all under the Prince's In- 
fluence, though not without ſome Diſtaſt 
among the Bicher ſort of People in the 
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Towns; He is a Perſon whoſe Diſpoſitions 


may, I am confident,be improved, to make 
him as partial to England, as thoſe of his 
Predeceſſor were eſteemed to France; in 
caſe there were any Competition of thoſe 
two Intereſts here. The Point upon which, 


I judge this to turn chiefly , is that of 


Religion in which 1 find him, by his 
Diſcourſes, very warm; and hear by o- 
thers, that he hath it very much at Heart. 


am ever 


SIR, Tour moſt &c. 


To 
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To: the Prince of Orange. 
Hague, Aug. 1. 1674; 


| Moy it pleaſe Now Highneſs, 
. Hough I could not kiſs Your High- 
9 neſs s Hands, in the way I deſired, 

immediately upon my Arrival here; yet 
I could not forbear the doing of it this 
way, upon the very firſt Occaſion; and 
aſſuring your Highneſs, with how much 
Ambition, both of attending and ſer- 
ving you, I enter upon this Employment; 

which without thoſe Motives, would be 
but a Point of meer Obedience, and not 
at all of Inclination. This, I am ſure, 
your Highneſs will believe, when I have 
the Honour of entertaining you upon 
= thoſe Points; wherein his Majeſty has 
= pleaſed to inſtruct me, and which makes 
me ſo impatient to attend you, that I 
> ſhall not ſtay; to ſatisfy the Forms here, 
but only to recover Health enough for 

another Journy and Paſſage of Sea, 
that nſed me very ill. I hope this will 
happen within a Day. or two, and give 
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me. the Occaſion HA A acquittin 
ſell hehe Majeſty's Commands; 
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expreſſi 10 ſome Part of that Devotion, 
wherewith I have been ſo long and. 
ſhall be eyer 


SI R; 
Your Elighneſt's & c: 
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To the Prince of Orange. 


— 


Mo it pleaſe Tour F Hz glneß, : 

Hateyer the Succeſſes of the late 
Battel have been, ;or. the Conſe- 
quences ſhall prove: Your Highneſs may 
be content to hear from a plain Man, and 
who hath no Vein of Flattery: about him; 


Allies, and your Enemies; how much 
ſoever they: 


Oc. 


Hague, Ang. 18. 1674, 


differ on other Points, yet 


n. perfectly, in giving your Highneſs | | 
all che Applauſes and Renown upon this 


that. the. Accounts of your Friends, your | 


” Highneſs longer luterruptions, 8 
and therefore I ſhall end this, with my 
= Wiſhes for your Safety; ſince thoſe for 
Vour Fortunes and Honour, have ſucceed- 


„ 


Captain, and boldeſt Soldier. I cannot 


but give your Highneſs the Joy of it, and 
put you in mind at the ſame time, how 


XZ reaſonable it is; that in ſuch Adventures 


hereafter, you ſhould manage your Life 


9 1 ſomething the better, for having 
F 


anaged your Glory ſo well in * The. bat: 
this Tis not fit to give your 1 In Se. 


ed fo well. I am ever with that Devotion 


und Truth, which become me 


SIR, 
P, Higbneß's moſt humble: 


and moſt obedient Servant. 


(36) 


To My Lord bla. 


| oe 

Hagne, Sept. 4. S. N. 1674. 
| 4. 

| ® 


My LORD: 


was very glad to ſind, by yours of ile 
11th paſt, the good Intentions, with 
Which the Marquis de Freſno parted from 

you. If he can infuſe them into the Mi -· 
niſters at Madrid, it will be a great Point 
gained, toward the Peace, and ſuch as 
joined to the Diſpoſitions we ſhall meet 
here, will not leave room, for the Imperial 
Councils to avoid the Progreſs of it. In 
the Diſcourſes I hold here upon this Sub. 
jet, with the chief Perſons of the States; 
when I tell them, how the Peace is like 
to be hindred; by Intereſts wholly Foreign 
to theirs ; it is grown a common Word a. 
mong them ; je ne dis mot, mais je voudroi 
fort la paix: And you may certainly 

reckon, upon all that can be done towards y 
it from hence, when this Campaign ends; 4 
and before that, I am apt to think ſo 
much, that nothing will be done, as to 
believe ; the leſs tis offered at, the better. 
Sir Gabriel Sylvius left the Prince in the 4 
Belief, that there would be another Battle; 


(37 


and they tell me here, there is ſome great 


Pein reſolved of, by the Confederates, 
*Z which muſt be ſuddainly executed; becauſe 
all agree, that the Imperial Troops have 
orders to March towards the Rhine, by 
the middle of next Month. Sir Gabriel 

tells me likewiſe ; that at his coming away 

he asked the Prince, whether he would be 
% willing 1 ſhould come to him any where, 


while he continued in the Field; but that 


his - Highneſs anſwered ; Qi ſeroit fort 


© eloignt, et ſes marches incertaines, que la 
campagne acheuroit bientit, et qu alors 


Ill me verroit a la Haye. Notwithſtanding 
all this, which is no more than I have 


known long enough; yet I have ſo well 
followed your Lordſhip's Advice in under- 
ſtanding what had paſs'd, juſt as the Prince 


was willing I ſhoulJ, that I am pretty 


confident I ſhall be as well with him at 


his Return, as the King can wiſh, for the 


Advance of the Service I have in charge. 
I am aſſured by one, to whom Monſieur 


5 ] de Mareſtes ( the French Miniſter here, 


who has great Credit with the Prince ) 
told it a little before his Highneſs left the 
Hague ; that upon Diſcourſe in private, 
concerning the Affairs of England, and 
my coming over, the Prince {aid ; Qi. 
avoit telle opinion de ma probitè giil crov oit 
fout ce que je lu dirois la deſſus; What the 
+ ta, W013 late 


(38) 
late Accident between us, may have pro- 
duced, I know not; but by a Letter I re- 
ceived this Morning, in anſwer to one I 
wrote upon the Jate Fight; I could not 
believe any thing amiſs there: I ſend your 
Lordſhip a Copy of it becauſe this is his 
own, though the laſt might very well be 
another Style, as you . | 

I élikewiſe incloſe, what I ſaid to the 
States at my Audience, which I hope, his 
Majeſty will find comfortable, to what he 
intended; which I ſhould be glad to know: 
And for the reſt.of that troubleſome Cere- 
mony, I will only tell you, that it paſs d 
very well on all Sides; and I am ſure on 
mine, with a great deal more Expence, 
than any Embaſly I have ever ſeen here; 
which ( conſidering the Courſe of my na- 
tural Humour, when I am private) this 
Majeſty may very well attribute to the 
Regard of his Honour; that ought to be 
the greater, the worſe I found the Re- 
preſentations made from England hither, 
of the Poſture of our Affairs, and eſpeci- 
ally of the Revenue. After this, I am 
like to be idle for a Month or fix Weeks, 
that is, till the Return of the Prince; and 
if I am left to my ſelf, I will not be too buſy, 
which is a Part rather over- acted by my 
Brother Ambaſſador here, upon the Point of 


Mediation, and is grown to be taken her 


— 


d much, of little to the Purpoſe: But 
when Prince comes; if his Majeſty 
give me ledve to take my Times dũd 
f Trays, and continues in the Mind I left 

lm, of deſiring ſuch a Peace as might 
jieave Flanders defenſible, and can but pro- 


cure Powers from Spain to any Perfon 


Within my Reach here; I am pretty con- 
ident; by all the Proſpects I have on eve- 
ry Side, that it will be a Buſineſs, within 
compaſs. I am not leſs confident, of ſet- 
* ings right between his Majeſty 
and the Prince, and thereby preventing 
the Seeds of any future Miſchiefs, in the 
Royal Family; both which Works, I de- 
fire you will aſſure his Majeſty, ſhall be 
purſued with all my Skill and Induſtry, 
and in the Ways I conceive moſt condu- 
cing to their Succeſs ; and if I have the 
- Honour of atchieving them, it will be e- 
nough for ſuch a Life as mine. And the 
King will then give me leave, I hope, to 
go and Sleep at home, and leave my Son 
in the buſy World, which requires Men 
Spirited with ſome other Heats, than ! 
have about me. If upon his coming over 
you can find any Thing you would have 
ſaid to me, though he be Young, yet I 
am pretty confident he may be truſted 
with it; for he has a good plain Steddy 
Head, and is deſirous to do well. 

D 4 "© 


4 7 


([ 40 
I do not trouble you with any current 
News, having caſt a Digeſtion of all tha 


occurs here of that Kind upon my Secre 


tary ; as being unwilling to anſwer fo 


what one hears, though perhaps it ma) 


be fit to tell, with the very Uncertaintie 


that attend it. However I take care h. 


ſhall be as well informed as can be com 
paſſed in this Place. © 


T am ever moſt affectionateꝶ; 


Tour &c. 


To 


, 


4 


| % *% 

. To My Lord Keeper. 

; -w Hague, Sept. 4. S. N. 1674. 
: My LORD, 


(41 )' 


I Know ſo well how many neceſſary 
Troubles attend ſo great Perſons as 
Your Lordſhip, that I have been very un- 

willing at all to encreaſe them, by any, 
that are unneceſſary from hence; and ſuch 


I was ſure all muſt be, that come this way; 


- fince your Lordſhip has, whatever you 
are content to be troubled with of my 


conſtant Diſpatches to Mr. Secretary. 


However, I could not ſatisfie my ſelf to be 
Wholly out of your Memory, and there- 
fore reſolved to make an ill way to it, ra- 
ther than none; though I had much ra- 
ther put in my Claim to it, by ſerving 


your Lordihip, than by troubling you. 
The Diſpoſitions here are ſtrong towards 


2 Peace, and J hear they are not weak in 


France. Spain would be glad to make a 
good War, but fears an ill one; which by 
the Diviſion of their Councils and Mini- 
ſters may well fall to their Share. The 
Emperor is moſt eager of the Four, to 
keep up the Ball, being armed at others 
Colt, and growing into greater Conſide- 

855 eee e 
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ration by it at home, whatſoever he does 


abroad. Sweden would, I believe, be 

lad to draw the Stakes they have in their 
— „ without entring into the 
Game; and thovgh they have Treaties 
concluded with France, and begin to 
Arm with their Money, yet they preſs | 
on the Mediation, with all the Inſtances 
they can, in hope'that way to excuſe 
themſelves from any ſhare in this Y 8 
Action. Denmark only obſerves the Mo. 
tion of that Crown, and will be ever in 
the other Scale. 8 

The prince of Orange is, I doubt, 
reſolved to have more Honour yet, be- 
fore this Campaign ends, though he had 
his full ſhare of it in the laſt Action 
of Seneffe, and more than his Share of 
the Danger. This makes us here expect 
another Battel or Siege very ſuddainly, 
and while ſo great Adventures are ſtir. 
ing, na Man can judge of the Events of 
the Year. I incloſe a Copy of what 1 
ſaid to the States laſt. Week at my Pub- 
lick Audience, that Your Lordſhip fay 
judge whether it be conformable to His 
Majeſty's Intentions, which you are .bet- 


* . * 


ter acquainted with. 
=» % : > ot 4 


Among 
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Among the many Pieces of Juſtice 


Your Lordſhip does every Day to in. 


1 Men, I hope you will not 


refuſe me that, of believing me al- 
ways what I am with Paſſion and 


Truth, 
#y LORD, 
Tour Lordfhip's Mofl 
Faithful and Mol 
Humble Servant. 
3 : 3 


To 


(44). 


To Mr. Secretary Coventry. 
Hague, Sept. 17. S. N. 1674; 


SIR, 


HIS Day I received a Viſit from 
the Penſioner ; wherein he told me, 
Firſt, That by Letters from Vienna, he had 

reat hopes given him, that his Majeſty's 

ediation would be accepted by that 
Court, and that this Advice was ſeconded 
by the Emperor's Miniſters here; though 
he ſaid, he found by both, that His Maje- 
ſty's Subjects having had fo great a ſhare 
in the laſt Action between Monſieur Tu. 
renne, and the Imperial Forces, was taken 
very unkindly by that Court, and other 
Princes of the Empire. He told me beſides, 
that he had a particular Advice from the 
States Miniſters at Vienna, that Monſieur 
Puffendorf the Swediſh Envoy there, endea- 


voured under hand, all he could, to hinder 


the accepting His Majeſty's Mediation by 
that Court, which he (the Penſioner) 
could not apprehend the Reaſon of; un- 
leſs it were, that the Swedes had no mind 
to ſee the preſent Game end, without ma- 
king yet ſome more Advantages of it; or 
that they had a deſire to remain the Sole 
F Arbiter 


5 E00 Ib Eo. — — 


An biter of the Munſter Peace; whereas the 


( 45 ) 


Interpretation of ſome Articles of it miglit 
referred to his Majeſty, in caſe his Me- 


- Hiation ſhould now be accepted by the Em- 
Þire . But upon this Point the Penſioner 
concluded, that if this Matter ſhould be 
much longer delay'd, by either the Court 


at Vienna, or Madrid, this State would 


5 r them know, that they abſolutely ac- 

* cepted His Majeſty's Mediation, which he 

| Pia not doubt would be followed by a Con- 
0 


urrence from them both. 
Atſter this, he told me, that upon the 
Repreſentations he had made to the Prince 
of what had paſs d between us here upon 


the Subject of the Peace, he had received 
Orders from His Highneſs to come to me, 


and defire to know more particularly what 
His Majeſty's Intentions were in this Mat- 


ter; and upon what Terms His Majeſty 
deſired the Peace ſhould be made; and to 


aſſure me, that when he knew them, His 


.- Highneſs would endeavour that this State 


ſhould comply all that could be with them; 
and that as to what concerned themſelves, 


he knew they would be content to leave 


all to His Majeſty's own Arbitrage ; and 
he did not doubt, though they could not 
treat apart from their Allies, yet they 
might go a great way in diſpoſing them to 
receive any Overture that ſhould be made 

of 


W 
of a ſafe and laking Peace: He told me 
father, that his Orders ſrom the Prince 
were to enter into this Matter only with 
me, and without the Communication of 
their Ambaſſadors in England, becaule he 
ont it was the better, the fewer hands 
it paſs d. | | 

| RT ah penſioner I would not fail let- 
ting his Majeſty know all that he had (aid 
to me from the Prince, and returning him 
an Anſwer, more particularly ſo ſoon as I 
received it: In the mean time I was ſure 
that it would be taken kindly by his Ma- 
jeſty ; and that the more Confidence he 
expreſs d of the King's Kindneſs to him, 
as well as of his Juſtice 1n the Buſineſs of 
the Mediation, the more Reaſon he would 
have torely upon both. That for the Terms 
of the Peace, I could only ſay in general, 
that his Majeſty deſired, as well as they, 
that it might be laſting and fafe, being e- 
qually concerned in preſerving Flanders, 
which'was only in danger : But for Parti- 
culars, Ithought-it was not the part of a 
Mediator, to propoſe the Terms, but ra- 
ther receive ſuch as ſhould be propoſed by 
bothPartics, and endeavour to agree them 
by moderatinꝑ what ſhould ſeem exceſſive, 
and finding ients for what was dif- 
fieult, in either of theſe Demands, That 
ON 


e 
: 
1 
; 


* 3 
1 147 
tz 1 7 21 iz 
On theFrench fide, all the Ha 
pf. once Prince, it mig t be reſolved in a 
Pay; but the Intereſts and Intentions of 
everal Confederates, were harder to a- 


; Propolitions towards 4 Peace ought.to be- 


128 22 1 2 
ing in the Hands 
ht be 


gin from thenceg which if, his Majeſty 
were once poſſeſs d ol, he woulc endeavour 
to make HEM. 20, 95 far as they could with 
France: Therefore I told him, that as I 


ould tranſmit to his Majeſty the Prince's 


Defireof knowing the King's Intentions in 
this Matter; ſo they ought to know what 
Terms Spain propoſed to themſelves, after 
a Campaign paſt, with ſo great Expectati. 
on, and ſo little Advantage on the Conſe- 
derate ſide... 


The Penſioner told me, I had Reaſon in 


all I faid, and that he would ſpeak with 
Don, Emanuel de Lyra,who he found had ſo 
much Credit in his Court, that he had ne- 
yer yet been diſavowed in any thing he 
had undertaken for. He ſaid, He knew 
it was a diſadvantageous time for them to 
talk of a Peace now, but that he hoped, 


they might yet have ſome Succeſs before 
the Campaign ended; which he deſired for 
nothing ſo much, as for the ſooner obtain- 


ing the Peace; ſince it might look unrea- 
ſonable for them to demand the Reſtituti- 
onof Places conquered inFlanders Iaſt War; 


and 
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and yet it was abſolutely unſafe for them to 
have that Country in the Poſture it wa 
upon the Treaty of Aix: That if this could 


be admitted, they were ſure of the Peace; 


for he had received newInſtances from the 
Count de Eftrades, by the Penſioner of Ma. 
richt, who had been with him again that 
very Morning, and aſſur d him, that what 
the Count propoſed, was not only from him. 
ſelf, but by Orders from his Maſter ; and 
hereupon he repeated to me what I wrote 
to you before of that Propoſition; which 
was grounded upon the Treaty of Aix, the 
reſtoring Commerce to the State as it was 
in 1662; and Maſtricht to the Prince of 
Orange, but not to the Spaniard. From this 
he fell into the Scheme of their preſent Af. 
fairs, aſſuring himſelf of Grave in a Fort- 
nights time, of the Imperial Army on the 
Rhine growing very ſtrong, and Moni. 
eur Turenne's very weak; as likewiſe Mon- 
ffeur Sthomberg's in Rouſillon, where the Cam- 
paign was but now beginning; and for the 
reſt, excuſing as well as he could, the ill 
Succeſs of theirFleet under Monſieur ade Ruy- 
ter, and ſaying, they ſhould draw four thou. 
ſand men out of it, upon their coming 
home, for reinforcing their Armies : And 
a great deal of this kind, which fignified 
no more than the Reſolution, of making 
the reſt of this Campaign. 1 
n 


] 
N 
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4 In the mean time his Majeſty has it in 
his Choice, to open a Negotiation of the 
peace, either by telling them here his own 

Thoughts or Intentions, as to the Terms 
tbfit ; or elſe by receiving from them ſuch 
Propoſitions upon it, as may be firſt dige- 
Ned here, between Don Emanuel de Lyra 
and the Penſioner ; and this I ſhall endea- 


your all I can to bring to ſome Head; and 
let it be as rough as it will at firſt, it will 
be the proper Part of aMediator afterwards 


to work it into the beft Form, that it is 
capable of receiving. For this End I am 
reſolved to find out ſome Expedient or o- 


ther to meet with Don Emanuel de Lyra, who 


hath not yet ſeen me, upon the Points of 


Ceremony that lie between our Chara. 


cters. For the preſent , I ſhall only ſay 


upon the whole Matrer, that I believe, in 


caſe France can be induced to leave ſuch a 


Frontier in Flanders, as may be thought 


defenſible, and ſo leave no Suſpicions of 


theirDeſign to begin a new War when they 


are in a better Poſture, and theſe Countries 


ina Worſe to purſue it ; the Buſineſs of the 
Peace will hardly fail; nor any Intereſt, ei- 


ther Private or Foreign, prevail with this 


State to go on with the War. But on the 
other ſide, if this Point cannot be gained, 


I believe the Diſpoſitions here, how paſſi- 
onate ſoever towards 1 Peace, will not have 


the 
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the Force to bring it about ; but that they 
will rather content themſelves to leſſen 
their own Charge, by ſetting out no more 
Fleets, and only maintaining a Body of 
five and twenty, or thirty thouſand Men 
at Land, which, as Auxiliary Forces, may, 
upon occaſion, join with the Imperial or 
Spaniſh Troops, who ſhall be left as Prin. 
cipal in the War. I am ever, | 


vx: 


Tour, &e. 


To 
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TO Mr. Secretary Coventry. 
; Hague, Offob. 5. S. N. 1674 


SIR, : RE 
F Have none from you of late to acknow- 

ledge, and doubt I lie too much out of 
Fur Way, to expect any longer the honour 
of that Correſpondence; with which my 
Employment here began, and which Je- 
ſteemed one of the beſiCircumſtances that 
attended it. Sir FoſephWilliamſon gave me 
notice laſt Poſt, both of hisPromotion, and 
of the Affairs of this Province being fallen 
under his Care ; as likewiſe of what Com- 
mands his Majeſty had thatDay ordered to 


be tranſmitted to me; whereupon I make 


him this Day the uſual Diſpatch in return. 
T know not whether by this Change You 
will be able to get wholly out of my Reach, 
becauſè, you know, tis hard for a Man to 
loſe a Good Haunt, or an Ill Cuſtom : And 
I ſhall not be content to forſeit the Poſſeſſi- 
on of your Favour or Memory, for want of 
ſometimes laying claim to it: I muſt how- 
ever rejoice with you upon your Removal 
to better Climates, and more proſperous 
Scenes; eſpecially at a Time when the Af- 

fairs of this. have fo od ill an Aſpect, 2 | 
4 * S 
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the Diſſentions and Diſtruſts among the 
Generals of the Confederates, which I 
may tell you are to the laſt Degree, and 
the moſt Criminal ; and ſuch as have not 
only ruined their Affairs this Campaign, 
but muſt do ſo, while theſe Men are in 
Play. I will not give you both a lon 
and an unneceſſary Trouble; what U 
vou will make of me here, and in what 
Degree, ſhall be in your own Diſpoſal; for 
no man is with more Truth nor Eſteem 
than I am, 


SIR, 


7 Tour, &c. 


To 


5. 
; Y 
* 
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Io Sir Foſeph Williamſon. 
4 


Hague, Octob. 5. 8. N. 1674. 


SIR, 
"Hough I gave you Joy of the Secre- 
tary*sPlace before I came away, and 


 defired yourProteRion,as looking then up- 


4 


on it as a Thing done; yet finding by the 


| laſt Ordinary, that you were but now news» 


ly enter d upon the Actual Poſſeſſion of it; 


I could not forbear renewing the Expreſſi- 


ons that become me upon both thoſe Sub- 
jects; and wiſhing you the Honour, and his 


Mlajeſty the Service that you both propoſe 
to your ſelves by this Promotion. I know 


very well, the Compliments I can make 


you, will be loſt, as they deſerve, among 


many others you will receive upon this 
Occaſion; and theretore I ſhall not increaſe 


them, or give a long and unneceſſary In- 
terruption in the midſt of ſo much and fo 
various Buſineſs, as muſt have fallen upon 


you with this Advancement ; but ſhall end 
this Trouble with the Profeſſions of my 


being , 
| SIR, 


Tour , &c, 
1 To 


(54) 
To the PRINCE. 


i Hague, Octob. 15. S. N. 1674 


| 
( May it pleaſe Your Highneſs, 


Cannot forbear rejoycing with Your | 

Highneſs upon ybur pr Approach 
to theſe Coltribs, and 8 you all ſur. 
ceſs in the Deſigns that have brought you 
where you are, 2 hinder d your comming 
farther at preſent, tho yourHlighnet'Per- 
ſon may be neceſſary here, as well as in o- 
ther Places. In my laſt I gaveYour High- 
neſs anAccount of what I ſaid to the States 
at my Audience, and therein the general 
Scope of my preſent Amba BU as 4 what 
concerns his Majeſty's Diſpolitions, both 
in relation to His Own Peace with theſe 
Countries, and to the General Peace of 
Chriſtendom. Your Highneſs will have re- 
ceived before this comes to you, from his 
Majeſty's own Hands, and at length, what 
you could defire more of his Particular 
Kindneſs to yourHighneſs's Perſon and In- 
tereſts, and of his Intentions upon the Sub- 
jet of the Peace, both as to the Preſervati- 
on of Flanders and Guaranty of the Peace, 
if it were once concluded, towards which 
your Highneſs muſt furniſh the firſt Moe. 
rio ſe 1 


mam bend had bm. ED 1. © 
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If upon this Occaſion Vour Highneſs haS 
any Commands to lay upon me, I ſhould 
very glad to know whether you pleaſe 
th have me attend them here till your Re- 
turn to this Place, or think fit to convey 


them to me by Monſieur Pagel, or any other 


Perſon ; or whether you will command me 


to wait upon you at any Place or Time you 


ſhall pleaſe to appoint : In the mean time, 
pray God continue Your Highneſs's 
Health and Safety, according to the con- 
ſtant Wiſhes of, 


SIR, 


Tour Highneſs s, &c. 


E 4 Is: 
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To My Lord Chamberlain. 


Hague, Octob. 16, §. N. 1674. 


My LORD, 

T E laſt Packets brought meYours of | 
the 297h paſt, which was in all Parts 

of it both uſeful and welcome to me, except. 
ing only the Excuſes it began with, upon 
the Arrear you mention, of ſo many Let. 
ters during your IIIneſs and Abſence from 
Town. How unneceſlary any ſuch Expreſ- 
ſions were to me, you will eaſily judge, by 
my having continued conſtantly theCourſe 
of writing, whenever I had any Occaſion; 
which I did, and ſhail do, upon the belief, 
you are content it ſhould be ſo, whether 
ou write or no, till you diſcourage me in 
it. I was very glad to find by the Style of 
your Letter, that your Health was grown 
better, and your Temper not at all worſe, 
ſince the Ill Accidents that have lately fal- 
len out, enough indeed to ſhake them both 
if they had not been firm at bottom. The 
beſt Wiſh I can make you, is, that you may 
long enjoy and continue them both; eſpe- 
cially that æquam rebus in arduis ſervare men- 
em; which Itake to be either the beſt Pro- 
feſſion we bring with us into the World, or 
che beſt Acquitition we can make while we 


- 


are in it. 1 muſt 
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I muſt acknowiedge the Honour his 


* Majeſty does me, and indeed the Credit 
0 thereby gives me with the Prince, by 


* 


he Communication of what was the Sub- 
Nance of his laſt Letter; which I think 


was the righteſt underſtood that could be, 


and cannot but produce ſome good Effect; 
either by procuring a direct Anſwer from 
the Prince upon the main Point, or at 
leaſt by introducing me, in the very beſt 
Manner; into the Overtures and Negotia- 
tion of it when I ſee the Prince, which 
cannot be far off. In the mean time, I 


have immediately upon the Receipt of 


ner, the very Terms you give me, — 


yours, written to his Highneſs juſt the 


Points you directed me in; and in a man- 


to know, whether he will have me atten 


his Return hither; or ſend me his Com- 


mands by Monſieur Fagel, or any other 


pPerſon; or have me wait upon him in any 


Place or Time, he ſhall pleaſę to com- 


mand. 


1 have never heard from him, ſince I 


gave his Highneſs an Account, of what I 


aid to the States at my Audience, and 
therein the Scope of his Majeſty's Diſpo- 
ſitions concerning the Peace, with the 
Offers of his Mediation; which made me 
think he would be ſtanch in all that Mat- 
ter, till the Campaign ended; and per- 
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haps the colder he is, the leſs he ſhould 
be preſs d, till the Courſe of Things and 
Occaſions, bring him about, and diſpoſe 
him, rather to follicite his Majeſty's 
Offices, than decline them. This, I be. 
lieve may happen, at his Return hither ; 
eſpecially if Grave ſhould be taken; which 
would ſtill increaſe the violent Inclinati- 
ons to the Peace, which grow every day 
in theſe Provinces ; eſpecially that of 
Holland, and moſt of all, in the Town of 
Amſterdam, which begins to apprehend a 
Loſs of Trade, that will be hardly reco. 
vered, after any long courſe into another 
Channel. | 
By what I can find, from Don Emanuel 
de Lyra, the Diſpoſitions at Madrid, are 
ſtrong towards a Peace too, ſo it might 
leave no Proſpect of a new War; and 
though I ſuſpect the Intentions at Vieuna, 
upon the Emperor's Power at home, as 
well as his Conſideration abroad, encrea- 
ſing ſo much and ſo evidently by the War ; 
yet knowing how abſolutely that Court 
muſt depend upon Spain and Holland, from 
whom they draw the Subſidies that main- 
tain their Armies: I am of opinion, that 
not only his Majeſty's Mediation, would 
be eaſily accepted by all Parties, but the 
abſolute Arbitrage of all Matters in dific- 
rence, would be leſt in his Hands; WOO 
Err oa rants. rake * 
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the Confederates were but poſſeſs d, with 
an Opinion of his Majeſty s being impar- 
Kal in the Matter 5 to which I hope, his 
Ht Diſcourſe with the Marquis de Freſno, 
and Letter to the Prince; may have a great 

geal contributed. 
The Empefor's Reſident here, told me 
two Days ſince, that Court was reſolved to 
gtcept his Majeſty's Mediation; Mais 
Foujours ſous I aven de 1 Eſpagne : And 
chat rhey were upon Choice of a Perſon, 
to be (ent over ſuddainly, with publick 
Character into England. The Datch Mi- 
Hiſter writes to the States, that the Emper- 
or will not accept the Mediation, till his 
Majeſty's Forces are recalled out of France: 
But the Reſident here, ſays, there is no 
Juch Condition mentioned ; though he 
adds modeſtly, it would be a great In- 
ducement to the Emperor, and help to ſa- 
tisfy the Princes of Germany; with the 
Emperor's coming to that Refolution, 
who took it to heart to ſee ſuch a Body of 
Engliſh, en tous les demel's durant toute cette 
Campagne. Beſides I muſt needs tell yon, 
chat the Dutch Ambaſſadors, have made 
ſuch Repreſentations, of the Diſpoſitions 
und Intentions of our Court, being ſo ab- 
ſolutely in favour of France, that they are 
very apt here to interpret the Inſtances 
we make towards a Peace, to be concerted 
Y | CEL with 
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with France; and ſome of them tell me 
plainly and frankly, they knew the King 
would not make them, if France did no 
deſire the Peace, and find it neceſſary for 
their Affairs. When Ifay, their Ambaſh. 
dors, I do not mean Monſieur Odyke, no 
what they have written, ſince his being 
there: But I reflected upon a Paſſage 
which one of the States told me, was in 
a late Letter from the other Ambaſſadors, 
which was: Monſieur Odyke nous aſſeure qu 
le Roy a des fort bonnes diſpoſitions pour nin 
Etat. 

The late Action near Strasburgh, wil 
prove, I believe at laſt, to have been: 
drawn Buſineſs, and leave each Party th: 
Pretence of a Victory; as I ſee it has done, 
of the Field: I am ſorry to hear his Ma. 
jeſty s Subjects have ſuffered ſo much in it, 
and doubt it will make way, for a greater 
Battle ſhortly, in caſe the Brandenburg) 
Forces came up on the Imperial Side; and 
both the Troops of the Ban, and Detach. 
ment from the Prince of Cen, on th: 
French ; both which I find, are ſuddainh 
expected: They begin now to apprehend 
Suedens entring into the War; which muſt 
engage Denmark, and open a greater and 
longer Scene in all Appearance, and leave 
his Majeſty the only Mediator in ſo gene- 
ral a Quarrel. | | 

| Is 


* 1 
6619 

” This is too long a Letter to one, that 
is but newly recovered, and engaged in 


many other Thoughts ; and yet it muſt 
not end without my being ever 


” 
Tour moſt Faithful, 
: and Humble Servant, 
il 
c — — — nn 
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To My Lord Treaſurer. 
Hague October 26. S. N. i674. 


MA LORD, 


Y Letters could neyer pretend more 

than your Lordſhip's Pardon; and 

have had too great a Return, in the Ho. 
nour I received of one from your Lord- 
ſhip, intended me by my Son, who 1 
doubt will be grown too proud, by your 
Lordfhip's owning him : But he is young, 
and may live to deſerve ſome Place in 
your Service ; which when you pleaſe to 
allow him, I ſhall own him no longer 
than while he acquitts himſelf well. 1 
ſhould be extreamly glad to receive the 
ſmalleſt Command from your Lordſhip in 
that Particular you pleaſe to mention, or 
any other ; that ſo by my Diligence in 
ſmall ones, I may deſerve greater; and 
thereby find ſome better Ways of acknow- 
ledging the Favours I have received; and 
che Troubles I have given your Lordſhip, 
than by increaſing them. | 
The Notices you pleaſe to command 
from Time to Time, of any thing that 
happens extraordinary, fhall not fail * | 
1 
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4s to the Enquiries in your laſt, concern- 


ing the Diſpoſitions to a Peace, and their 
tampering with France; I may aſſure your 


Torüſhip. that the firſt grow very violent, 


and will I believe, appear ſo more, if they 
tome to be Maſters of Grave, where they 
are engaged, both upon Honour and Re- 
venge of ſo many Men as it has coſt them; 


and being the only Place of theirs, re- 


maining among the French Conqueſts 
C fince they have by Treaty quitted Ma- 


richt to the Spaniards ) whenever they 


recover it, they will I believe, begin to 
play the Mediators in the reſt of the Quar- 


rel. But that which makes the Bent of 
the People in general, ſo paſſionate for a 
Peace, is the unmeaſurable Burthen of 
their Taxes; and the Intereſt of the Tra- 
ding Towns, that ſay upon all Occaſions ; 


there is none gets by this War but England; 
and that if it ſhould continue a Year or 


two longer, the general Courſe of Trade 
would run ſo far into our Channel, that 
they ſhould be in Danger never to reco- 
ver it. Beſides, the rich men here arc 


generally of the Arminian Party, and jea- 


lous of the Prince's Greatneſs, which 
' muſt encreaſe by a War. So as all theſe 
Humours flowing together, make a Cur. 
rent, that nothing can ſtem, but the Force 
of their Engagements to their Confederates; 
and 


"I 03 

and of their Intereſt in preſerving bf Flay: 
ders to ſuch a Degree, and in ſuch a Poſture 
as may leave France, without the Deſign 
of another War that Way; or in caſe they 
attempt it, may prove a ſtrong Bullwark 
to theſe Countries, and eaſily defenſible 
by their Aſſiſtances, without entring as 
Principals into the War. | 

By this your Lordſhip will eafily con- 
clude, that no Obſtruction to the Peace is 
like to come from hence, but from Spain 
or the Emperor. For Spain, their Govern. 
ment is ſo broken, by the Faction of the 
Miniſters, and Minority of their King; 
that they find themſelves very unfit for 
any great Action in the World; and ſo 
would, I am confident, be very glad of 1 
Peace, provided it might leave them, out 


of fear of another Invaſion from France; 


and ſo they may neither be compelled to 
{o vaſt an Expence as the maintaining of 
great Armies in Time of Peace, nor de- 
ſpair of defending their Counrry, when- 
ever a War ſhould begin: And they think 
neither of theſe can be brought about by 
a Peace, upon the Terms of Aix la Cha- 


pelle ; which left Flanders neither of a Size 


to keep great Armies, nor of a Figure, to 

be defended by ſmall. | 
For theſe Reaſons, though the want of 
Succeſs this Campaigne has made them, | 
be. 


* 
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| believe, willing to come to a Peace, mucli 
under the Terms of the Pyrenees ; which 


{ Treaty between the Houſe of Auſtria 


nd this State; yet I doubt they will ra- 


ere fix'd by the Confederates; upon the 
: 
ther try another Campaigne, upon the 


Hopes of what their preſent Conjunction 
may yet produce, than end the War juſt 


p. Where it begun, 


For the Emperor, I doubt more the 
Piſpoſitions to a Peace on his Side, than 


- any of the reſt ; finding himſelf power- 


Fully armed,, and at others Coſt ; and 
thereby his Conſideration growing great- 
er every day in the Empire, whatever it 
2 abroad. Beſides, whatever Battels 


may coſt, the Reſources of Men are ſo 
great in Germany, that they can never fail 
whilſt Spain and Holand can furniſh the 


Money; or the ſeveral Circles of the Em- 
pire, continue animated in the Quarrel. 


"Beſides, the Emperor foreſees himſelf en- 
gaged in a War with France, upon the 


Succeſſion of Flanders, if the King of 


Spain ſhould fail without Iſſue; and there- 


fore had rather drive on the War, till he 
can ſee Flanders ſecured, and Lorrain in 
ſafe Hands; than leave thoſe Points to be 
diſputed by a new War, at a Time per- 
- haps when he may not find Himſelf ſo 
* firong ; either in Confederates abroad, or 
— F „ tie 
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the Concurrence at home of the ſever] 


Princes and Circles, nor ſo diſengaged 
from the Turk or the Troubles of Hungan 
at his Back. | 

For the Princes of the Empire, though 
they ſeem a good deal Spirited in the pre. 
ſent Quarrel, by the late Invaſions of 


France, and the Exchange of many Cru. 


elties between the two Nations in the Pa. 
latinate ; and by the Poſſeſſions given then 
of the Safety, as well as Honour of Ger. 
many, being engaged in this War; yet ! 
believe, after the firſt Heat is over; the 
Diſſentions natural to Bodies, that have ſo 
many Heads; the Jealouſy of too great: 
Growth of the Emperor's Power, and the 
Fear of drawing the Swedes again into the 
War, or Spoils of Germany; will incline 
them generally enough to a Peace, and 
without ſtraining further than the Treaty 
of Munſter ; beyond which France has not 
yet pretended any Deſign, that I remem. 
ber in the Courſe of the War. 

For Sueden; I look upon them as engag'd 
with France by Treaty and Money, both 
already received; and more lying ready at 
Hamburgh, upon their entring into Acti. 
on; which I believe they will be glad to 
avoid, at leaſt for this Year, if they can 
any way excuſe it to France: And this 


makes them ſo earneſt upon hg 
2 
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5 aſe fo great Inſtances towards agree- 


ing a Place of Congreſs ; which might look 
ke the beginning of Treaty, and make 
Sheir Offices in it, paſs for ſome Satisfacti- 
n of what they owe to France. If they 
Engage in the War, they will, I believe, 


try to ſet the Biſhop of Munſter again upon 


His Legs: And on the other Side, the 
King of Denmark will joyn with the E- 
lector of Brandenburgh and Dukes of Lu- 
S#e»burgh, to make Head againſt Sweden, 
in theſe Weſtern Parts of the Empire. 
For theſe States tampering with France; 
All I have found of it with Certainty, I 


gave Notice to the Secretaries, about fix 


eeks ſince; which was a Negotiation 
egun by the Count # Eſtrades, Gover- 


hour of Maſtricht, and formerly in the 


ai and Embaſſage of this Country. 
He aſſured the Penſioner here, of his Ma- 


ſters reſtoring, not only the Grave, but 


Maſtricht too, provided it might not be 


2 to the Spaniards : Of returning all 
Points of Commerce to the State they 


were in, by the Treaty of 1662. Of 


\ 


advancing all that could be any Intereſts 


and Advantages of the Prince, upon a 


Treaty; and of making the Peace with 
Spain upon the Terms of Aix la Chapelle. 
Though I ſaw a very earneſt Letter upon 
this Occaſion, in general from the Count 
I F 2 4 E- 
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opening the Scene for once, your Lord. 
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4 Eſtrades himſelf ; yet no Particular 


have paſſed further than between tl 


Penſioner here, and the Perſon to whon 


it was Writ, and who was ſent to hin 
from Maſtricht: And the laſt Anſwer 
I could hear of, was; that when they 
ſaw any thing in Writing, they woul 
give an Anſwer to it. Upon the whole, 
1 do not doubt of this State's havir: 
very advantageous Terms from Franc 
it they would make a Peace ſeperate fron 
their Allies; but I ſee not how that cu 
be done, either with Honour or Safer; 
conſidering the Opinion they have « 
our new Intelligence with France, eve! 


in all our Offers of mediating the Peace 
and which their Ambaſſadors in Eu 
land have long infuſed into them. O 


the other Side, the Diſpoſitions on 1! 
Hands conſidered; I am confident, | 
the Confederates were poſſeſsd wit 
any Belief of His Majeſty's being In 
partial in the Buſineſs; they would nc 
only accept his Mediation, but whollj 
remit their Differences to his Arb. 
A 

I beg your Lordſhip to believe, Id 
not intend you many ſuch Troubles, « 
would have given you this, without 
your encouraging me: And that b) 
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ſhip might the better judge ; as any 
Actors come in, what Paces they are 
like to make. | A 

I beg your Lordſhip's Pardon, and 
the Belief of my being with great Paſ- 
on and Truth, 5 


My LORD, 


A Tour Lordſhip's &c. 
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To Sir Fofeph Williamſon. 


2 {Hague November 6. S. N. t 674. | 


STIR, 
was extreamly glad to find by Your, 
of the 2oth and 3oth paſt, that Hi 
Majeſty reſolved to ſupport me in th: 
Claim I had made here of a free Trad: 
for all our Ships, and the Merchandiz 
they carry ( if not counterband ) with. 
out any Exception of their Trading fron 
one Enemy's Port to another ; which can. 
not, I am ſure, be drawn from the Word 
of the Articles. This made me confident 
even before the Arrival of your Letters 
by a ſecond Memorial to the States Gene. 
ral, to demand the Reſtitution of the Re. 
becca ; and to tell them very plainly, that 
if any Doubt might ariſe upon the Senſ 
of any Article in Treaties, ſubſiſting be. 
tween His Majeſty and them, it could 
not be reſolved without his Majeſty's Con. 
ſent; and till that was obtained, they 
could not make themſelves the Sole Judg- 
es or Interpreters againſt the plain com- 
mon Senſe of any Words, and to the Pre- 
judice of his Majeſty's Subjects. This 
| was 
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Was the Point I put all the Weight upon 
in my Memorial; but having the Day af. 
ter received his Majeſty's Pleaſure, with 
your Account of what had paſſed here in 
your Return this Way, and your Argu- 

ments upon this Subject; I demanded an 

Hour of the Penſioner, and run through a 
very long Debate with him upon this Mat- 
ter. The Heads of his Arguments were, 
the Judgment he pretended of ſeveral Au- 
=thors upon the Point: The Practice of 

France and Spain and Sueden with them 

and ours, in the Time of his late Majeſty 


and King James; which he undertook to 


give me Examples of. And laſtly, that it 
could not be the meaning to drive an Ene- 
mies Trade, but only to preſerve a Friend's. 
I eaſily eluded this laſt by the Anſwer you 
made it, and by my own very true Prote- 
© ſtations ; that at my ſigning the Confir- 


mation of thoſe Articles, I had no ſuch 


= Senſe of them as he would now give 
them; but took the meaning of them to 
be juſt the ſame with the Words: That 
free Ships made free Goods in all Caſes, 
> unleſs that of counterband. For the Senſe 
of Authors Writing upon general Theams, 
and for their own Credit or that of their 
- Profeſſions ; I ſaid, they could not be ad- 
: mitted to interpret any particular Treaties 
between Princes and States; who might 
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make what Agreement they pleaſed be: 
tween themſelves, and very different from 
what Authors call jus gentium, or general 
Reaſon ; by which I think they common- 
ly mean their own. That, for the Pra. 
ice of other Kings with them, it was no 
Rule of theirs with his Majeſty ; nor any 
Agreement that we ſhould not have Juſtice 


from them, becauſe they could not obtain 


it from others. But on the contrary, 
though they had it not, yet they ever de. 
manded it both of France and Spain; 
which was a certain Proof, that they e- 


ſteemed that Juſt in their own Caſe, which 


they will not allow to be ſo in ours. That, 
for the practice he offered to produce on 
our Parts, in his late Majeſty's Time, |] 
ſhould be content to ſee it, but could not 
tell how it could ſquare with the preſent 


Caſe ; ſince it was grounded upon Articles 


never in force between his Majeſty and 


this State, till the Treaty of Breda. I 
added to what I had ſaid in my Memorial; 
how unjuſt their Pretences was, to make a 
wreſted Interpretation of plain Words, 


without his Majeſty's Conſent. That it 


was not fair to do it, at a Time, when 


the Advantage of ſuch an Article, was on- 
y caſt on our ſide, by the common Revo- 


ſutions of War and Peace, which mighe 
be in their favour o morrow, as they 
„„ . NE were 
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pere in ours to day; whereas when the Ad- 
vantage was by like Accidents caſt on their 
Side, as it had been with Fance and Spain, 
they had ever inſiſted on the very ſame 
point that we do now, and never given 
foyer the Inſtances upon it, whether they 
received Satis faction or no. After a long 
and a warm Debate, I gained this from the 
penſioner; that for his own part, he was 
Content it ſhould be as I deſir d it, ſince the 
King underſtood it fo, and it was to be 
Feciprocal between us. That he could do 
othing upon it in the States General, till 
the States of Holland aſſembled , which 
would be about a Fortnight hence: That 
She would then propoſe it there, and endea- 
vour their complyance with his Majeſty; 
Jeſpecially if the Prince, at his Return, ap- 
proved of it; and that, in the mean time, 
he would endeavour to have the Goods in 
the Rebecca, or the Product of them depo- 
ſited, till the States came to a Reſolution 
in this Matter; the Ship it ſelf being al- 
ready free and gone, purſuant to a Reſo- 
lution taken by the State in May laſt upon 
this Point. 


ll! have been larger in ſtating this Matter, 
Ads it ſtood between me and the Penſioner, 


that being of ſo mighty importance to our 
Trade at this Time, his Majeſly mighę 
both ſee the Right he had on his ſide, and 
. I* + 7 1 bs 
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be the firmer lin maintaining it: And you 
may pleaſe to inſtruct me in any further Ar. 
guments againſt I enter the Liſts with 
Commiſſioners here, if they ſhould proye 
difficult, though the Penſioner be ſatisfied 


with it. 


the Ship of Advice for Surinam, he aſſures 
me they ſhall be ready againſt I receive the 
Names of Ship and Perſon ; but excuſes 
their going with Blanks as a thing contra 
to the conſtant Forms of this State; Which 
indeed I doubted of before, and therefore 
took the Liberty to deſire your inſtructing 
me thereupon as ſoon as you could. 

Tho' the Current News here be till fa- 
vourable to the Strength, or at leaſt Good 


For thePaſſes and Orders to be ſent with 


Countenance of the Confederate Troops in 


Alſatia, yet I ſaw a Letter Yeſterday from 
a very good Hand, which makes a different 
Story, and ſays, they had given over all 
thoughts of fighting Monſieur Turenne ; and 
that though the Brandenburgh and Lunen. 
burg Troops talk d of taking up their Win. 
ter Quarters in the Upper Alſace, while 
thoſe of the Emperor and the other Cir- 
cles deſigned theirs in Suabia; yet it was 
relieve at Strasburg, Monfieur Turenne 
would ſtill keep the Field, and either en. 
gage the Confederates, or elfe force them 
all to retire beyond the Rhine, All the 

, coun- 
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”” countenance that has been made by the 
"> Horſe of the Confederates Armies in Flax. 
ders, has been, I ſuppoſe, only to keep the 
French a little alarm d, ſo as to ſend no more 
of their Forces towards Monſie ur Turenne. 
The Prince came to a Houſe he is building, 
in the Province of Utrecht on Sunday, made 
a great Hunting Party for Yeſterday, and 
intended to be here, as ſome ſay, to day; 
but as others, not till Thurſday, being the 
Day aſter the Bonfires intended for Grave: 
Yeſterday were ſent into my Yard about 
forty Pitch Barrels upon this Occaſion, be- 

ing ſaid to be ſent by order of the States, 
and the like, or in proportion to other Fo- 
reign Miniſters ; but I ordered them to be 
- ſent back, and told ſome of the States, that 
whenever I made any ſuch Fire, I would 
do it upon his Majeſty's Charge, and no 
others; that in the mean time I did not 
"think fit to do it at all upon this Occaſion, 
when his Majeſty had offered his Mediati- 
on in a Quarrel lying between two of his 

Allies; and that it would not look like the 
Part of a Mediator, to have his Miniſter 
thus concern himſelf, in ſucceſſes of either 
Side. They pleaded an old Form in this 
Matter, and that it was intended to be 
done by thoſe the States employ'd, and 
eſpecially in the chief open Places of the 
Town: Upon which I told them, they 
ee rue en e mts 


(76) 


might do it how they pleaſed, but that ! 
ſhould no way concern my elf in it. 


Lask your Pardon for ſo long a Trou- 
ble, which I ſhall end with the Profeſſions 
of my being always, | 

SIR, 


E Tour &o. 


To 
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To the KING. 


Hague, Nov. 30. S. N. f674 
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” May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
3 Aving ſeen the Prince twice ſince 
| his Return hither, and at Leiſure , 
I thought it became me to give your Ma- 
jeſty an Account of what I could obſerve, 
as to his preſent Diſpoſitions, both in ge- 
neral, and more particularly, in what con- 
cerns your Majeſty and the Buſineſs of the 
Peace. In general, I believe, he is pleaſed 
with the Life he hath led this Summer, and 
loves the Trade, and thinks himſelf better 
in Health and Humour the leſs he is at reſt: 
So that I doubt, the Motions towards 
Peace, muſt be made from his Intereſts, 
rather than Inclinations. For what touch- 
es your Majeſty, I find all the Expreſſions 
of Duty and Service, and Affection to be 
| ſuch, as you can deſire, and to have all 
the Appearance that can be of ſincereneſs 
and Truth. And I believe them ſo the 
more, by his Highneſs's enlarging ſo much 


upon the Intereſt of a near Conjunction 


with your Majeſty, and between the Na- 
tions ; which, he fays, would make you 
both ſaſe athome and abroad, and in need 


of 
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of n6 other Allyances: And a great deat 


more of this kind. 

For the Buſineſs of the Peace, though he 
complains very much of the ill perfor. 
mance of the Spaniards and Imperialiſts, 
yetT find him poſitive upon theſe Points : 
Thar this State can make no ſeperate Peace 
upon atiy Terms that France can offer them. 
That a General Peace cannot be made 


without leaving Flanders in a Poſture of 


defending it felt from any new and ſuddain 
Invaſion of France, againſt which no Gua. 
rantees could defend it. That Spain can. 
not quit the County of Burgundy nor Cam. 
bray upon any Exchange; nor any thing 
in Flanders beyond the Terms of the Pyre. 
neet, unleſs it be Aire or St. Omer. That 
he had written to your Majeſty all he yet 
knew, of the Spaniard's Intentions ; but 
if he might know upon what Terms you 
thought a Peace reaſonable, and deſir d it, 
he would do all in his Power to bring it a- 
bout, as he had done in the Buſineſs of the 
Mediation, which he told me was now ac- 


cepted at Madrid as well as Vienna. When 


I faid; your Majeſty having been the Au- 


thor and Guarand of the Peace at Aix, and 


not having ſeen the French yet beaten out 
of any one Town that was given them by 
that Treaty , could with ill Grace propoſe 
any thing to France beyond thoſe Terms, 


or 


679 


br ſomething equivalent. He ſaid reſolute- 


that twere better going on with the 


' let it laſt as long, and coſt as much 


as it would ; and that he believed all men 


"of any ſenſe in this Country were of the 


ame Mind: I told his Highneſs, that I 
doubted it, and wiſh'd that upon tryal he 
did not find it otherwiſe. But ſeeing him 
unmovable upon theſe Diſcourſes, I turn- 
ed them another way, and ſaid ; Though 
your Majeſty would omit nothing that be- 
came a Chriſtian King and a Friend to his 
Highneſs, in the Good Offices towards a 
a yet if they were not underſtood to 

ſo, your Majeſty might perhaps con- 
tent your ſelf to grow rich, by theEncreaſe 
of your Cuſtoms and of Trade ; and let 


them and their Neighbours knock their 


Heads together as long as they pleaſed. 


He ſmiled, and faid, he believed fo : And 


25 that Reaſon I talk d of Terms which 1 
knew the Spaniards could not accept of: 
And then he fell into Talk, how eaſie it 
was for your Majeſty to bring France to 
ſuch a Peace as you pleaſed, and how 


| = it was your Intereſt to leave Flanders 


ie ; and many things upon that Theam, 
that your Majeſty hath hear'd enough of 
before from Monſieur Van Beuninghen. The 


End was, that he would expect to know 


your Majeſty's Mind upon his laſt Letter, 


l 
s | 
co 


oy 
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to weh he could add nothing till then. And 


I thought your Majeſty by this Account, 


and the knowledge of your Mediation being 


accepted now by all Parties, would the bet. 
ter reſolve what ſtep to make next, in this 
Matter; which was the Occaſion of this 
Trouble: It is already too long, but muſt 
not end without the Marks of that Devoti- 
on wherewith I am, 


SIR, 
Tour Majeſty's Moſt 
8 Loyal and Moſt 
Obedient Subject, and 


Moſt Humble Servant, 


| To 


2 
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a 


- 
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' To My Lord Treaſurer. 

Hague, Dec. 4. S. N. i674; 
19 LORD, WAGs | . 
« HE Unkindneſs I complained of 
from your Lordſhip, in giving me 
no knowledge before-hand of my Lord La- 
#imer's Journey, has been by his Lordſhip 
Fully made amends for ſince: When upon 
this Arrival he was ſo kind as to come 
ſtraight away to my Houſe, as to his own, 
and uſe it ſo, as he at leaſt makes me be- 
Jieve ; which I ſhall, I am ſure, love him 


for as long as I live, and ſerve him as far 


as I ſhall ever be able, both for your Lord. 


AMhip's fake, and for his own. I waited up- 


on his Lordſhip to the Prince, who recei- 
ved him not only well, but kindly; and 


am ſure will uſe him ſo while he ſtays in 
this Country. 1 knew the 


* Lord Arling- 
other 1 Two Lords had no t on, 71 Kab 


need of any latroduction, Oſſory. 


Y though they were pleaſed to deſire it; and 
therefore by Agreement between us, it 


Was excuſed ; and the Two Conferences 


they have had with his Highneſs have been 


without my intervention, or any other 
part than what my Lord Chamberlain has 


G fince 
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ſince given me. By all 1 yet know, there 
is notliing deeper in this Buſineſs than 
what your Lordſhip was pleas'd to tell me 
ſo frankly and ſo kindly in the Letter I had 
the honour of receiving by my Lord Lati. 
wer ; for which I return your N m 
very hearty Acknowledgments, as I am 
ſure becomes me: And I may ſay very try 
ly, that the Lights you pleaſed to give m. 
there, were more than I have yet receive 
any other way: For though I am told th 
main Errand of the Journey to be the fame 
as Ireceivd it from your Lordſhip ; yet 

hear nothing of a Letter from the Prino 
to Monfieur Odyke, having given a Riſe toit 
and if your Lordſhip had not told me fo,] 
ſhould be apt to doubt it, and to belien 
that other Circumſtances muſt have hat 
their part in the firſt Conception of thi; 


Matter. I find by the Prince, as well « 


my Lord Chamberlain, that what you 
Lordſhip ſays only, you believe, is true, 7 


of their having no Powers or Inſtruction 


written, but a Credential as ample an ho 


nourable as can be. And upon the fili 
part that was given us hither of this inten. 
ded Journey, I remember the Prince toll 
me, what your Lordſhip fays with mot 
ground, that he was ſure Monſfeur Ruvig 


n had his part in it. For what your Loro 


ſhip fays of theſe two Lords —_— © 2 
and f, 


And lnterefts fo 


Are toget 
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gin ich the Prince, ha- 
hing occaſioned the Choice of their Perſon : 


UI know is, that if they doubted it, they 


id well to try; becauſe Friends that have 


een long aſunder, know not how they 

Five till they meet, eſpecially if 
ey parted laſt, no better than I know 
me of theſe es 1 
VUpon the whole, I am of opinion, that 
is Bulineſs will produce no Effect 
all, proportion d to the Noiſe it has 
ade both in England and here; and that 
t may not go much farther than Expoſtu- 
tions FE | Compliments on both ſides : 
nd perhaps If it were upon any great Bu- 


A. # 


Ineſs, the leſs of both might not be the 


Worſe : When I faid Compliments, 1 in- 


ended not ſuch Expreſſions of Kindneſs 
s are not meant, but ſuch as are more or 


reater than there is any need of ; and if 
That paſſes of this Kind have no farther 


Ead than I know of, I cannot tell whether 


There has been any great occaſion for them: 
ince the Prince cannot ſay much more 


Than he has done to me ever ſince our 


meeting, of his Affection and Service to 
his Majeſty. And on the other ſide I take 
him to be an unmovable Perſon in allPoints 
of what he eſteems his own Honour and 


Intereſt, and not to be talk d into, or out 


of any Points, where he eſteems either of 


them much concerned. G 2 This 
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This is all I can yet ſay upon this Occa. 
ſion, and may be too much to have trou- 
bled your Lordſhip with, had not you gi. 
ven me the Encouragement. If I meet 
with any thing more important to your 
Lordſhip's Knowledge, I ſhall make uſe of 
the way you preſent me by a Servant of 
my Lord Latimer's, and ſhould have been 
glad your Lordſhip had ſent me a Cypher 
over, which might have been neceſſary 
upon ſome Occaſions. My Wife is your 
Lordſhip's moſt Humble Servant, and ac. 
Knowledges the Honour of your Remem. 
brance: We are both ſo to my Lady. My 
Son will, I doubt, take notice XY us no 
longer, having the Honour of being abſo- 
lutely retained in my Lord Latimer's Ser. 
vice ſince his Arrival here. 

I will add no more to your Lordſhip' 
preſent Trouble, beſides the aſſurance that 
the Confidence your Lordſhip is pleaſed to 
uſe me with, ſhall never be forgotten, nor 
undeſerved, as far as lies in the reach of ſo 
much Sincereneſs and Paſſion , as that 
wherewith I have always profeſs'd my (ell, 


My LORD, 
Tour, &c. 


70 
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5 To the KING. 


. Hague, Dec. 4. S. N. 1674, 
N 


1 May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


Received ſo great an Honour by a Let» 
ter which myLordChamberlain brought 
me from Your Majeſty, that I am ſure I 
all never forget it, whether J live to de- 
ſerve it or no. Tho' his Lordſhip might 
juſtly have pretended to my Services here, 
from the Friendſhip between us, yct I hope 
Your Majeſty believes your Commands 
are io Sacred to me, as to need no help 
from mylnclinations, to make them obey d. 
And therefore I ſhall only ſay, That it his 
Lordſhip fails of any Aſſiſtances or Services 
that I can give him here, it ſhall be his 
own fault; ſince I reſolve to go on as I 
have begun, in deſiring from him the 
Knowledge in what manner, and to what 
degree he would uſe them. I eſteem this 
Journey of ſo great Perſons, and ſo much 
my Friends, the beſt Fortune, and moſt 
honour that could have befallen me in this 
Place, and hope the Succeſs of it will be 
whatever your Majeſty propoſed to your 
ſelf by it: And beg your Majeſty to believe, 
that ſo your Buſineſs be well done, and 


G 3 Your 
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your Majeſty grow as great, and as happy 


as I wiſh you, I ſhall have nothing let ta 
ask for my ſelf, by whoſe Services ſoeve 
that be atchieved. 

Ihe two Conterences my Lord Chan. 
berlain hath had with the Prince, hay; 


paſs'd by Concert between his Lordſhip 


and me, without my Intervention, or ha 


ving had other Part in them than what hi | 


Lordſhip has ſince given me. All the Ligh 
I have offered to give to a Perſon tha 
knows his way ſo well, hath been only my 


Opinion not to go too far in Expoſtulati. _ 


ons: For beſides what I know of the Prince 
Nature in that Point, Ihave obſerved then 
apt to end well between Lovers, but ill be. 
tween Friends. | 

The Knowledge of all worth your Mz 
jeſty's Trouble from hence, will, I knoy, 
be tranſmitted from my Lord Chamber. 
lain, and leave me no other Part than that 
of my Humble Acknowledgments upon 
the Confidence your Majeſty has been plea. 
ſed to expreſs of me in fo great Occaſions, 
and the plain Offers of that very Sincerc 
Deyotion, wherewith I am, and ſhall eve; 


de Majeſty's moſt Loet 
Subj elt, and moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant, 149 


24 * 
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To Sir fuſiph Willianſon 


Hague, Feb. 22d, S. N. 167g, 


# $18; 

Once my laſt I have received Yours of 

che 5th, which brought me a Copy 
f 


the Moſt Chriſtian King's Anſwer to 
His Majeſty, upon the Propoſal of Meurs 


d 
off ® 


for the Place of Congreſs, and his Maje- 
ſtys Commands how to proceed farther 
with the States in this Matter. The beſt 


Account I can give you of my obeying 
them, will be by the incloſed Memorial, 
which being the firſt I have put in to the 
States upon the Subject of his Majeſty's 
Mediation, I thought might be fit to trou- 
ble you with; that ſo I might know, whe- 

ther being left ſo much at large in this 
Commiſſion, the Conceptions I have upon 


it agree as they ought to do with thoſe of 


4 


his Majeſty, both as to the main Scope, 
and as to the manner and Circumſtances of 
: proceeding in it. One of the great ones, 


and moſt to be conſidered, I take to be that 


of perſuading the Confederates, that his 
Majeſty is as impartial as a Mediator ought 
to be in the Conduct of this Affair; and 


therefore you will find this Deſign run 


G 4 through 
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throvgh the whole Contexture of this Me. 


R The reſt is, I hope, juſt what his 


Majeſty commanded me to purſue upon the 
Point of Nimeguen, and the Inſtances 28 
ſtrong as I could make them; and may not 
poſlibly be leſs ſucceſsful for thePenſioner' 
Abſence, if the States think fit to come ty 
a Reſolution upon it without his Commu. 
nication, which I may yet know before 
the cloſure of this Letter: In tlie mean 
time I ſhall give you the State as well as] 
can of the Swediſh Mediation, in anſwer t- 
the latter part of your Letter, and your 
Commands of doing all by Concert or 
Communication with him. 

Hitherto he has always brought or ſent 
me Copies of all the Memorials he has put 
in upon the Subject of his Maſter's Media- 
tion, within a Day or two after he deliver. 
ed them ; ; but without any Communicati- 
on before of what they imparted, though 
they have been many, ſince he knew and 
complimented me, upon his Majeſty's Me. 
diation being accepted by all Parties, 1 
have obſerved the ſame Courſe with him, 
and ſtill give him part of what paſſed at 
the Conferences between me and theStatez 
Deputies upon the Same Subject ; and we 
live in all Points the heſt and 5 friendlieſſ 
that gan be together. But upon the whole 
matter, 5 take his Majeſty” s Mediation, ba 

| that 
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LM 


: ( 89 ) 
Gat of the Crown of Swedey, to be diffe- 
rent ſo eſſentially as well as in Circumſtan- 
Es, that I know not how they can be ſo 
ſolutely joined as you ſeem to intimate ; 
wor whether it ought to be endeavoure 
rther than maintaining the beſt Corre. 
ondence that can be with them, and ma- 
King as near as we can the ſame Pace, 
Fe ſeparately, in the Courſe of this Af- 


To a ; 
For the firſt; You know, when theSwedes 
ediation began, We, and France, and 
eſe States were all the Parties in the 
uarrel : That during the Mediation atCo- 
», by an Allyance with Spain, the Houſe 
f Auſtria came with other Princes to be 
"Principals in it: That after this Incident, 
ough the Swediſh Mediation continued, 
| Fe it reached no farther in the Negotiati- 
dns of their Ambaſſadors, than the firſtpar- 
fies: And though it was endeavoured (whe- 
ther it failed upon Punctilioes or more im- 
rtant Speculations) *tis certain that nei- 
ther the Emperor, nor the Court of Spain 
have ever yet been induced to accept of 
that Mediation, So that neither they on 
one {ide being refuſed by ſome Parties, nor 
the Fope who will be refuſed by others, can 
a to make the ſame Figure in thisBu- 


neſs as his Majeſty does, who is accepted 
E all. . 3 4 12 0 — 2 x 4 3 
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| In the next Place ; though Monſiey; 


Ehernſteyn has ſince his Arrival here, very 
induſtriouſly kept up the Part of a Me. 
diator, by very frequent and voluminous 


Memorials which he has lately Printed al 


together; yet they have been conſidered 
by the States little farther, than either 2 
general Diſcourſes or Declamations upon 
the Theme of Peace ; or elſe Diligence; 
affected purpoſely to preſerve the Flom 
of Mediation in that Crown with thi; 
State, while they were at firſt preparing, 
and ſince engaged in open Hoſtility with 
the Elector of Brandenburgh one of their 
Allies: For whoſe Defence, they kney 
this State was by Treaty obliged to em. 
ploy all their Forces; and come to an open 
Rupture with the Invader. 


Ever ſince I came hither, I have been 


frequently entertained by thoſe of th: 


States, and particularly by the Penſioner; - 


with very ſharp Complaints of the Sued 


towards them, and their open and avowed 


Partiality to France, in the whole Courk 


of the Mediation. But more of the De, 
honnetetè as they term it, to continue the 
Oſters and Paces of Mediator after the 
Treatics formerly concluded with France, 
cheir Money ſo openly received, and their 
hoſtile March into the Duke of Brander- 
Zurgh's Country. But after the News 9 
Enos this 


(91) 
is laſt Adventure, the Penſioner, in the 
ead of the States Deputies, at the next 
onference upon their Deſires of his Ma- 
geſty's propofng Meuxs ; told me, the 


fy 


ates had at firlt ordered the ſame Deſire 
o be made to the Suediſb Ambaſſador, 
put had ſince reſolved that ſhould be o. 
mitted ; becauſe they could not conſider 
that Crown any longer as Mediator, aft er 
eir being engaged actually in a War 
2 one of their principal Allies, and 
n Meaſures formerly taken with their 
nemies. 

You know ſince, how this Motion of 
- Suediſþ Army has been a blind ſort of 
uſineſs on both Sides; they on the one 
Side apprehending the reſolute Profeſſions 
of this State to declare open War by Sea and 
Land, and not only to engage their Con- 
ſederates, but endeavour it with the M. 
 - "govite too; in caſe they did not retire their 
Fore out of the Brandenburgb Country ; 
have ſeemed of late very irreſolute how 
to go on, or come off from the Adven- 
ture: And by a middle Courſe of only 
quartering in his Country, but attacking 
none of his Towns, and paying ſome- 
times for what they take, hat they might 
not be ſaid to live wholly at Diſcretion , 
as in an Enemy's Country; they have 
ſeemed to deſign the giving juſt ſo much 


Oatls- 
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Satisfaction to France as might preſery, 


their Treaties with that Crown; and 6 
little Offence to the Confederates , 2 


might keep off a general Breach with the 


Emperor, as well as Spain and this State, 
and perhaps moſt of the Princes of the 
Empire too, in Conjunction with Dex. 
mark. | 

On the other Side; this State, thoug 
they have from the firſt March of th: 
Suediſh Troops, declared poſitively to th: 
Ambaſſador here; that they would oper 
the War unleſs his Maſter recalled hi 
Forces out of the Brandenburgh Territo. 
ries; yet they have delayed it all this 
while, upon pretence of that Reſolution) 
running the Circle of all the Province 
with ſome more than uſual Delay: Bu 
in truth, that before they begin an Act.. 
on of ſuch Conſequence, they may be firl 
aſſured of their Confederates Intentions, 
take their Meafures with them, for begin. 
ning as well as carrying on the War; and 
in the mean time, give Sueden Leave to 
avoid it by recalling their Forces, As 
this Matter has played upon theſe Circum- 
ſtances and Diſpoſitions ; ſo you will eaſily 
imagine the Buſineſs of their Mediation 
has ſometimes appeared alive, and ſome- 
times dead; and whether it be one or 


other, for my part I cannot tell, For 


not- 


# * 
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Sotwithſtanding what the Penſioner told 
me, as I before mentioned, and what I 
ear was replyed at a Conference by the 
Wn to the Suediſh Ambaſladors upon 
that Occaſion ; yet I find he ſtill conti- 
fues his Memorials in the ſame Style; 


and will I know, make all the Paces im- 
maginable, to preſerve this Figure of Me- 


diation as long as can be done. 
Now whether this continue or no; 
which yet I will formally ask the Penſion- 


ex at his Return, as you deſire: Yet I 
 Joubr for my part, whether it will not 
* weaken the Force of his Majeſty's Media- 
tion (which will chiefly conſiſt in the 
Opinion of its being Impartial ) to joyn it 


openly and formally with that of Sueden; 


which whether the War go on or no, will 
ever be interpreted not only partial to 


France, but even to be managed by the 
very Motions they ſhall receive from 
thence, 


- 
. 
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Jam ever &c. 


To 


Py” 
To the K ING. 


Hague March 22. 8. N. 167 


May it pleaſe Lour Majeſty; 
Have this Day received the Honoy 
of a Letter from your Majeſty of th: 

5th, for which I return my humble Ack 
nowledgments and eſteem it much th 
greater, for having been written upon! 
Subje@, which Tknew your Majeſty woul! 
not treat otherwiſe than in Confidence 
being indeed 'a very tender Point , an! - | 
which touthes the Strings; upon the god 
or ill tuning whereof ; very much of you 
Majeſty's greateſt Concerns at this Tim 
depends. I will confeſs that I was ex. 
treamly ſurprized, to read what your Mz 
jeſty ſays has been whiſpered to you, con. 
cerning an intended Journy of the Prince 
this Spring into England; and I ſhould be 
extreamly aſhamed to be found ignorant 
here of a Matter of ſuch Conſequence, 
that were known fo far off. I have very 
little Belief of Infallibility, and lefs of no 
Man's than my own: But I am as conf: 
dent as I can be, of having any of my 
five Senſes about me; that the Prince has 
Neve! 


» 
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Per had yet one Thought of ſuch a 
= chis Seaſon unleſs it had happen- 
& that the Peace had been abſolutely 
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ade, which he has not lately had much 
Neaſon to hope for; and for the preſent, 
Ipelieve he thinks no more of a Journy 
London, than to Venice, nor indeed of 
any thing, but how to get out of this 
Mar with a little Honour and Safety; to- 
Werds which, I am confident, he reckons 
on pleaſing your Majeſty, as a much 
er and nearer way, than diſobliging 
in any kind. 3 
This is my Opinion, and I have not 
et been out in any of my Calculations 
But becauſe I cannot reckon any 
Thing to be neglected, that deſerves your 
Majeſty's Thoughts ; I will at my firſt 
eing the Prince upon his Return (which 
expected after to morrow ) let him 
now, that I hear ſuch a Thing has been 
hiſpered to your Majeſty ; and how I 
onceive it muſt be underſtood, and will 
pon this Occafion talk it to the Bottom; 
I find it needs, either from what I meet 
| 3 his Diſcourſe upon it ; or can obſerve 
rom his Countenance. But if I find it 
wholly as J expect, without any manner 
6f Ground ; I thall, with your Majeſty's 
Leave, neither ſhew him your Letter; 
nor ſpeak of it as a Thing Your Majeſty 


bee 


(96) 


believed, or reflected upon. And of al 


this I hope to give your Majeſty an A0. 


count by the next. 

I can eaſily imagine, what Errand the 
Whiſperers of this Story muſt have pre. 
tended, to give fuch a Journy of the 


Prince; about the Time of the Parliament' 


Sitting: And I will not anſwer for Mon. 
ſieur Van Beuninghen's buſy Talk at ſuch: 
Seaſon ; though he may have as little 
Thanks for it here, as for all he has lately 
entered into of his own Head with Mon. 
ſieur Ruvignz. But I ſhould be very ſorry 
to ſerve your Majeſty in this Figure, upon 


a Scene where any Motions ſhould ariſe to. 


wards the diſcompoſing Your Majeſty's Af. 
fairs either at home or abroad, or thoſ- 


Meaſures you ſhall think fit to hold, in: 


Point ſo material to the Happineſs of your 
Reign. 
confident, that I could prevail both with 
the Prince and the State here, as to all that 


concerns themſelves, to refer the Buſineſs 


of the Peace wholly to your Majeſty, not 
as a Mediator only, but as Abſolute Arbi- 


And on the contrary, I am pretty _ 


/ uw. oc -. 


ter , and without thinking of any other 


Recourſe, but to your Majeſty's Perſonal 


Diſpoſitions, and Judgment of what you 
eſtcem fafe for them — their Neighbours. 
And if the Point of Honour, and thereby 


indeed of Intereſt were not in it, not to a- 


bandon |. 
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bandon their Allies to whom they ows their 
” own Preſervation, and are tyed by ſo many 


as reaſon for ſuch a Suſpicion, your Ma- 


2 . 
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* Treaties ; I doubt not but I ſhould be able 
to ſend your Majeſty ſuch a Scheme from 
hence before I am a Week older. 
If my Opinions are right, and your 
Majeſty be fo fafe and ſo eafy here, as I be- 
lieve, it will then be poſſibly worth your 
Majeſty's obſerving from what Quiver this 
Arrow came, and whether there be noPoy- 
Fon in it, that you may know the Hand 
another time. If Iam miſtaken, and there 


jeſty I am ſure has a very ignorant Ambaſ- 
. here, and who has loſt the Talent of 
ſerving you with the Succeſs has formerly 
attended him; tho' I am ſure he has loſt 
Bone of that hearty Zeal, wherewith he 
has been, and ſhall be ever, 


f Tour Majeſty's 
moſt Faithful, &c; 
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To the K I N G. 


Hague, March 25. 8. N. 167y, 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 

J* purſuance of what I writ laſt Poſt ; | 

waited on the Prince yeſterday at hi 
Return, and took occafion to tell hin 
what I heard had been whiſpered to you 
Majeſty about his intended Journey thi 
Spring into England, without taking m 
tice of having heard any thing of 
from Your Majeſty. The Prince told m 
He knew very well what muſt be th 
meaning of ſuch a Report: That he ws 
very ſorry to ſee fomePerſons about your 


ſolved to do him all ill Offices to your M 


jeſty, and endeavour to make things ill be 
Tween you, let his Carriage be what it wil 
That, for his part, he would never defer: 
it, but he knew not how to help People 
Talk: They might ſay, if they would, 
That a Cow could catch a Hare; but he di 
not know why any body ſhould believe i 


T interrupted him, and faid, He might b. 


confident your Majeſty would be the lil 
id 
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this, whatever 
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3 to believe any thing of his Highnefs's Ill 


Intentions towards you in any kind: And 
that I r believed nothing of 
| ad been told you : That 

he knew very well how glad your Majeſty 


would be at all times to ſee him ; but that 
it might be at ſometimes inconvenient to 


you both; and therefore Your Majeſty 
was confident, that whenever he had any 
Thoughts of it, the firſt Thing he would 
£4 would be, to acquaint you with it, and 
Eno your Opinion, and your Pleaſure 
#ipon it. The Prince reply'd, that he 


ould be ſure to do ſo whenever there was 
Occaſion, but hitherto there had been 


Mone. That it was true, when my Lord 


Arlington was here, they talked ſometimes 


bof his going into England this Spring „in 
geaſe the Peace were made; or that if it 
Were ſo far advanced, as to let him ſee it 


would be done, he ſhould have been con- 


1 


kent to go and conclude it in England: But 


this was only talk d at their being here, 
*ind that my Lord Arlington had firſt be- 
gun it, and put him upon theſe Thoughts; 
*that, ſince that Time, he had never 


Poet more of it: And that I can tell 


* 
* 
of 
* 
* 


ery well, as Affairs went, if he had the 


i greateſt mind in the World to go, he could 


, not And that if he could, he was ſure he 
1 


*hould never think of it, without firſt ask- 
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ing your Majeſty's leave, and knowing 
that you liked it. With that he ſaid in 
ſome heat, Would to God none about the 
King had worſe Intentions to his Service 
than I have : But if he will not believe me, 
what can I do? IT would be very glad to 
ſee the King, and have but too much Rea. 
ſon to defire it; but I have ſomething elſe 
to do at this time than to think of ſuch 
Journeys. 

I tell your Majeſty, as juſt as I can, his 
own Words, by which you will beſt judge 
of his Meaning: And upon this I told hi 
Highneſs, I was very glad I was not miſts 
ken in him : For upon hearing what had 
been told your Majeſty upon this Subject 
I had written to you the laſt Poſt ; and 
thereupon repeated ſome of the Aſſurance 
I had given you, both of his never havin! 
had any ſuch thing in defign; and of hi 
Duty and Intentions towards your Majelly 
being in all Points what became him. The 
Prince told me, he was very much behol: 
ding to me for it, and ſwore he would al. 
ways make my Words good; and that lit 
would never deceive you. 

May it pleaſe your Majeſty ; I had writ 
ten thus far in the Morning, and thouglt 
T had very little to add; but about one: 
Clock Afternoon, the Prince came to me. 


and ſent ior me out of my Cloſet, where! 
was 
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was locked up. When J came to him, he 
made me Excuſes, at firſt, in good Humour 
enough; but ſuddainly changing Counte. 
nance, he told me, he had receivd a Let- 
ter from my Lord Arlington, that he could 
not but come and ſhew me: For he knew 
not, for his part, what to ſay to it, nor 
what he meant by it: Thereupon he read 
it all to me; and upon that part which 
concerned his Journey into England, he 
ſaid, His Lordſhip knew well enough how 
far that was ever thought of, for he was 
the firſt that put me upon it: Then he 
went on, and read a long Period in Cypher, 
that begun about de Moulin's being {till a- 
bout him, and fomenting the Deſigns of 
> engaging the Parliament this next Sitting 
in the Affairs of France; telling him there. 
upon, his Highneſs knew beſt whether ſuch 
"Friendſhip were to be rely'd on, that were 
made 4 coups des batons : And that he knew 
very well, there were Diſcontents here as 
well as in other Places; and that, Sion les 
touchoit on les pourroit faire ſaigner encore. 
I repeat the Words as near as I can remem- 
ber, becauſe I know not whether this was 
written or no by your Majeſty's Commus- 
nication or Command ; and the Prince 
reading it with ſome ſtammering upo 1 the 
interlining of the Cypher, and yet with a 
7 g00d deal of Emotion; I will not anſwer 
2 for 
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for every Word, but I am ſure Tam right 
in the groſs, upon reading the laſt words, 
on les pourroit faire ſaigrer. The Prince 


ſaid, he underſtood this very well; for it 


was the ſame with what my Lord 4rling. 
ton told Monfieur Reed in England ; That if 
the King would go about it, hecould make 


him be ſerved as Monfieur de Witt was, 


Then he {wore in a Rage, that he could 
not bear this Language from my Lord 4, 
lington, nor live any longer with him as he 
had done. That under profeſſion 0 
Friendſhip, and of dealing plainly wit 
him, he ſaw very well that he did him al 


the Miſchief he could, and that he could 
bear it no longer. When ] told the Prince 


that what my Lord Arlington writ was up. 
on what others had ſaid, and endeavoured 
to make Your Majeſty believe; he ſaid, 
No, he believ'd it was my Lord Arlington 


himſelf; and that he had made his Brother 


Odyke hinder du Moulin's going to Surinan, 
on purpoſe that he might {till have that 
Pretext of doing him ill Offices to your 
Majeſty. That however, if he had been 


ſuch a Friend as he pretended, whenever 


any body elſe offered at doing him ſuch ill 
Offices to your Majeſty , my Lord Arlinz- 
ton, that knew his Intentions ſo well, 


ſhould have given them the Lie, and have 
gaſwered to Your Majeſty for him, and 


Not 
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Por away himſelf with the Belief of 
2 RE him ſuch impertinent Lan- 
guage upon no manner of Grounds : Then 
e with d he might die on the Place, if he, 
or any Man he knew here, had the leaſt 
Thoughts of making any Intriegues with 
the Parliament, or offering at any ſorts of 
* Application to them; or if ever he had 
thought or done any thing in the War it 
ſelf, that deſerved any ſuch Language as 
this. But then he ſtopt, and ſaid, he would 
write to my Lord Arlington what was fit to 
be ſaid to ſuch a Letter: But he would 
write to Your Majeſty too, and deſired me 
1 would convey it to You, ſo as it might be 
delivered You in private; for unleſs he 
could enter into a perſonal Confidence 
with Your Majeſty, he knew not how to 
Jive with You ; for he knew not which of 
Your Miniſters he could truſt, ſince my 
Lord Arlington uſed him after this manner. 
I promiſed his Highneſs to convey his Let. 
ter to You; and after a great deal of Paſſi- 
on vented, and with all the Profeſſions ima. 
ginable, not only of his own Innocence, 
but that no man ſhould dare do any thing 
againſt your Majeſty's Service, whilſt he 
had any Power. He left me; and I thought 
it my Duty to give Vour Majeſty this bare 
Account of all that paſs d, which | thought 

. of ſo great Concernment. 
H 4 What 
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What is ſo to Your Majeſty's will eve 
make me loſe all other Regards. I tod 
Your Majeſty at my coming away, | 
would depend upon none but your ſelf. 
When that fails, I know the way to ny 
Garden again. In the mean time ya 
ſhall be ſerved with the Sincere and Pat 
cular Devotion that becomes, 


SIR, 
Tour Majeſty's meſt 


Loyal and moſt 
Opedient Subjett 


and Servant. 


To 


_ 
4 
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© To the Governor and Com 


pany of Merchant . 


Hague, March 26. 8. N. 1675. 


sI, 
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: [ Received not long ſince a kind Letter 


from you in the Name of the Compa- 
ny of Merchant Adventurers of England, 
and ſhould be very glad to deſerve the 
good Opinion you therein expreſs of me, 
and of my good Intentions towards the 
Service of your Company in its juſt Pre- 
tenſions here. It would be an Honour to 
me, during my preſent Embaſly, to retrieve 
them, after what happen'd to their Preju- 
dice before my laſt Arrival: As it was one 


to me in my laſt Embaſly to reprieve them, 


which I think indeed I may wholly attri- 
bute to my lelt. I am ſure no man can be 
a greater Servant, and Viell-wiſker -to all 
Deſigns of advancing the Trade of our 
Nation, than I; nor con!:quentiy, to the 
Proſperity of your Company, and of the 
City ol London where it reſides, and where 

I eſtcem 
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I eſteem it an Honour to have been 
born. But as to the Particular Branches 
of it, eſpecially this at Dort, I dare not 
take upon me to judge how much the eſta- 
bliſhment of it in its former Conſtitutions, 
imports the Advancement of our Trade; 
| becauſe his Majeſty and Council ſeem to 
have put ſome Diſcountenance npon that 
Opinion, by the Liberty or Connivance 
given for ſo many Years paſt to the inter- 
loping Trade, which makes it look as if 
the preſent Intereſt of your Company 
here, were no more than the bare Inte- 
reft of ſome few Merchants habituated at 
Dort, and their Enjoyments of certain 
Exemptions, which are conſiderable per- 
haps to their Domeſtick and Perſonal 
Concernments, but very little ſo to the 
Wollen Trade of the Nation , in which 
they have but a very ſmall ſhare in 
proportion to what the Interlopers 
drive. 

I may have leave to ſay, that in what 
Tranſactions have paſsd through my 
Hands upon this Subject, during my 
laſt and preſent Embaſly, I have gone to 
the bottom of this Affair, and ſeen by 
what Springs it has moved: And beings 
very Plain Man, I will deal ſo with you 

in this Matter, and tell you, that | be- 
; l jeve 
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Keve the Diſcouragements given to your 
pam in England, by the Liberties : 1- 
lowed the Interloping Trade, both at firſt 
raiſed, and have ever ſince fomented the 
l Talent that you know has been born to 


tit for ſeveral Years by this Province of 


Holland: For as to the reſt of the Provin- 
ces, they have none at all againſt you. I 


believe the bottom of it here is, that 


they ſee plainly whatever Priviledges are 
allowed your Company at Dort, will 
be given by the other Towns, either 
openly or covertly to all thoſe Inter- 


 Jopers, who bring their Woollen Ma- 


 pufacture directly thither : And in this 


the very States themſelves cannot hin- 
der what each Town will do for their 
own Particular Advantage. And the Ef- 


ſect they apprehend from this is a gene- 


ral Encreaſe of the imported Manufa- 
ctures from England, and thereby a 
proportionable Decay of their own ; up- 
on which the Intereſt of this Province 


very much turns: So that I have had 
it faid to me almoſt in plain Terms 
by the Penſioner here, That if the 


King will forbid the Interloping Trade, 


and Reſtore your Company to its ſull 
Rights and Priviledges from his Maje- 
ſty; they will do the fame to all 


they 


(tos) 
they have formerly enjoyed from the 


72 | 

When TI have ſaid this, I have told yon 
alll know in your Affair, the States Gene. 
ral having deferred their Anſwer to my 
Memorial, till the Repreſentations upon 
it ſhall come from the States of Holland 
But I have not told you all I ſuſpect 
which is, That in the preſcat State 9 
your Company in Ezg/and, it will be very 
difficult to reſtore it to the former Stat: 
here, both from what I have already ſaid 
and from the Conſtitution of this Govern. 
ment; by which it is very eaſy to prevent: 
Reſolution of the States in any ſucli Mat 
ter, becauſe the engaging of one Tow: 
in a Province, or of one Province in th: 
States may do that: But on the contrary, ' 
'tis very hard to revoke a Reſolution 
mi becauſe the Conſent of all is neceſ 
ary, 

Upon this you will beſt judge what Re. 
flections, as well as what Paces to mak: 
in your Buſineſs. And for my part, 2 
my Duty muſt ever engage my Obedienc: 
to whatever Commands I receive from his 
Majeſty upon this Matter, ſo my Inclinati- 
ons will always improve it, all that may 
be, to the Service of your Company, 
which bears at leaſt the Name of our Na- 

£10N 


tion and Commerce, tho* many would 
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have it believed that neither of them are 
much concerned in it. I am very much 


A fo in the good Will and Opinion of ſo wor. 


thy and honourable a Society, which I 
deſire you to let them know, and how 


much I ſhall, upon all Occaſions , endea- 


your to obſerve them; being to them, 
and to your ſelf, 


"_ 


4 SIR, 

1 | 

z An Affectionate 

: Humble Servant. 
5 | 
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To Sir Foſeph Williamſon, 

Hague, Apr. 16. 8. N. uri 
1 5 

Am to acknowledge yours of the 3oth 
paſt, but cannot take upon me to juſt; 
fie, or to clear any part of that Paper give 
me by the States concerning the Term: 
of a Peace; They would have been gli 
to have been excuſed from doing it at al 
and when *twas done, were glad twas of 


their Hands ; and I ſuppoſe have thought 
little of it, either before, or ſince - I pref 


them to it, becauſe you were pleaſed u 


preſs me, but knew very well it could be 
nothing but a piec: of Form, and that the 
Secret Hinges of ſuch an Affair could not 
turn before forty People, but muſt faſten 
firſt between his Majeſty and the Prince, 
and then paſs the Forms of the States. 
His Highneſs is now perfectly well, has 
been up and eat Fleſh theſe four or five days, 
and ſhifted to day; ſo that his Life may be 
reckoned much fafer than it has been theſe 
ſeven Years. The Stories you ſay are 

much wonder'd. at there, of his 1 f 
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been vilted by the Foreign Miniſters and 


others every day in his Sickneſs, were fo 
far from Having any ground, that there 
Bere but four people, beſides the Phyſici- 
ans, that ever went to him; which were, 
the Rhingrdve, Monſſeur Odyke, Monſieur O- 
erkirke, and Monſſeur Bentinck, of which 
the two laſt wete all that watch'd with him 
Nights in turns; and indeed I never knew 
Iny Sickneſs of a great Man ſo well go- 
bern d as his; for you know how apt they 
Are upon theſe Occaſions to be endanger d 
y the officious exerciſe of too much Care 
and Skill. Mr. Skelton and Mr. Aſhton ar- 
ivd here on Sunday, and deliverd their 
TE ctcers that Night, but the Prince excus'd 
ſeeing them in two or three days, ſo as they 


are gone to Amſterdam, The Elector of 


*Brandenbargh will I hear come hither either 


the end of this Week, or beginning of 


next; and I hear for a S@ret, that the two 


"Dukes of Luxenburgh, fat is, Cell and Oſna- 


rug, will be here too at the ſame time, up- 
on an Interview with the Prince, in which 
the Marqueſs de Grana intervenes from the 
Emperor, to agree upon the Meaſures of 
this next Campaign. The Daniſh Miniſters 
have received the Money, or the greateſt 
Part of it agreed by their late Treaty, to be 


paid them before they take the Field; that 
is, the whole Quota of Spain amounting to 


8500 
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85000 M. Crowns is paid by Don Emanue] © 
de Lyra, and the Quota of Holland and Zea. 
land is likewiſe paid; but whether they 


will immediately break with Sweden , or 
ſtand upon this States doing it firſt, or at 


the ſame time, I cannot tell; or whether 


this State will go ſo high or no. 


I have one from yeu by Monſieur de Bas 4 
who ſhall want no aſſiſtance I can give him 


here. I have likewiſe a Letter from his Ma. 
jeſty counterſigned by you, in favour of | 


the Elizabeth, a Ship taken upon the ſame ' 


Pretence with the Rebecca, concerning 
which I wrote in my laſt, and deſired the 
Declaration of his Majeſty's Underſtanding 
that Article to include the Trading from 


Enemies to Enemies Ports: When this is 


done, I hope to retrieve theſe two Ships, 


if the Owners are not wanting to them. | 


ſelves in attending the proſecution. 


I am ever, 


: 


SIR, 
Tour moſt Faithful 


Humble Servant. 


To 
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To Sir William Lockhart. 
Hague, Apr. 18. S. N. 1675. 

My LO RD I 


Am oblig'd to your Excellency for the 
Favour of one of the 5th paſt, with 


the Account of your ill uſage on that ſide, 


itt point of your Letters; which methinks 


does not agree very well with the good 


Intelligence between our Two Courts, de- 
ſerving more Confidence, and fairer Ap- 
> pearances as far as I underſtand. Your 


: G 
2 


4 
* 
5 
tt 


of ſuch an Adventure may not ſtir Hu- 


mours, or raiſe hopes of the ſame kind in 


Lordſhip knows beſt the ways of redreſſirig 
it, though the loſs or delay of my Letters 


hardly deſerve that Care. 
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The Tumult at Bourdeaux was in my O- 
pinion very prudently appeaſed ; though I 
know not whether the Succeſs or Example 


- othergreat Tons. I confeſs, as much as 

I have read and thought, makes me of O- 
pinion, that thoſe Governments are ſafeſt 
and happieſt for thoſe that govern, which 
are eaſieſt for them that obey ; and whicli 


engage Subjects to ad was fupport them; 
by 
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by the Opinion, they ſhall loſe by any 
Change. And the contrary of this mig 
be poſſibly felt in France it (elf, if ever they 
ſhould meet with aMisforturne from abroad 
But that is very unlikely from the preſem 
Proſpect of their own great force, and wiſ 
Conduct, compared with the ill Concen © 
and ill Succeſs of their Enemies; and the. 
laſt is like to continue as long as the firſ} 
which, you know, is natural to all Conſe. 
deracies. Yet, whoever goes to Sea, 0 
to War, runs a Venture; which is all | 
{hall ſay of Matters out of my way, ant 
my reach; and not trouble you with the 
great things ſaid here by the Marquis 4 
Grana, of his Maſter's Army this Year lille 
to act under Montecuculi in Alſatia. All the © 
News I can tell your Lordſhip from. hence, 
is, the ſafety of the Prince; whoſe Inch 

has paſſed without the leaſt ill Sign or Al. 
cident ; and his Carriage in it with ſo great 
Equalneſs of Temper , and Conſtancy s 
Mind ; tho' it be not a thing of moment, 
yet has much confirmed the great Opinion 5 
Tever had, of his Perſonal Qualities being 
very extraordinary. I believe he will be 
abroad to morrow, unleſs. he keep in one 
Day to take Phyſick, which he is but hard» © 
ly perſuaded to. * 


FA 
1 
2 


Mr. Skelton and Mr, Aſton came hither | 
on Sunday from the King and Duke wing 4 
| — > 


TOY 
Inis Occaſion of the Prince's Illneſs, but 
Have not yet ſeen him, and will not re- 
urn till next Week. 
I am ever with great Reſpect and 
7 uth 7 
My LORD, 
Toar Excellenty's moſt 


Obedient Humble Servant. 
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To the K I N G. 


Hague, Aug. 13. S. N 167 


— 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


Ince my Return to this Place, I han 
had two very long Conferences wit! 
the Penſioner, which I will not troubk | 
your Majeſty with the Detail of. Thell 
ſue was ; that though they are grown her 
into better heart, by the Succeſs in Po m 
rania, and upon the Rhine, yet I found hin + 
ſo ſenſible of the Hazard this State runnen 
in the Perſon of the Prince, and of the al. 
vantage they will receive, by the Guaranj # 

of Flanders, and defenſive Alliance ou 
Majeſty is reſolvd on with them, in cat 
they come to a Peace by your Intervent. 
on : That he at length fell in ſo far wit 
what I told him were your Majeſty' 
Thoughts upon the Conditions of the 
Peace, as to aſlure me, that he would re- 
preſent them to the Prince of Orange, with 
all the Advantage he could. Beſides the 
Diſhculties he made about Burgundy, in the 
Conſequences of it, both to the Emperor 
and Spain; He fell on himſelf with great? 


Perplexity, upon that of the Prince's own | 
| Patri- 


— 
p * 
3 ED THORN 


e 
i ' n 


bee 


| 


. 


LE» * » 
4 4 
\ 1 A 


147) 


patrimonial Eſtate in that County; and 
aid, thoſe Lands with Orange would give 


him too great a Dependance upon France; 


» whereas he deſired to ſee his Highneſs have 


all upon England, and none there. Upon 


the whole, we both concluded, that it was 


a Matter which could not be ſo well dedu- 
ced to the Prince by Letter, as by Diſcourſe; 
and that it were beſt for the Penſioner to 
ind ſome other Pretence of attending his 
Highneſs, and as ſoon as he could. The 
Penhoner, though he agreed with me in it, 
yet ſaid, the Prince was ſo unwilling he 
ſhould leave the Hague, that he would not 
do it without firſt asking his Highneſs's 


Leave, which he would do by an Expreſs 


immediately; by whom I writ likewiſe to 


the Prince upon the ſame Occaſion , but 


* 


referring all Particulars to the Penſioner, 


Z when he ſhould attend him. We expect a 


Return of this Diſpatch on 7. hurſday ; and 
> whenever it comes, the Penſioner will away 
the ſame Day, and in the mean time ſtart 
” ſome Pretence, that may give no Jealouſie 
to the Confederate Miniſters here, with 
whom we agreed this Matter ſhould not 
take Air, but by conſent between Your 
* Majeſty 'and the Prince. I ſee more ap- 


* 


pPearance of a Peace than a Truce ; for I 


mn 
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. 
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* 


find the Penſioner as averſe from this laſt, 


ds inclined to the other. His chief Rea- 


I 3 {9'1$ 
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ſons are, that there needs as much Negai.| 
= 


ation to obtain the one, as the other. The 
Charge of a War will not be leſſened by, 


Truce; and if the People here fall once in 
to the uſual Courſe and Security of Trad.” 


ing, they will not be prevail'd with to re.) 


turn again into the War, though Fran 7 
ſhould inſiſt upon the moſt unreaſonabl. 


Terms. 
For what concerns the Swede, the Penſ 
oner is of Opinion, that nothing can b 


negotiated with them, ſeperate from th. 


Confederates on both ſides ; tho? he faith, 
a Private Overture has been made, tha 


in this Caſe this State will procure a Peac 


between that Crown and the Confederatc 


Sweden will employ not only their Offices 
but their Forces too, if there be need, w 
induce Fraxce to a Peace, upon the Term 


of Aix la Chapelle, with an Exchange d 


* 


t 


* 
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Aeth, Charleroy, and Oudenarde, for Ain © 


ard St. Omer. Whether this have any 
Ground or no, ſo much is, I think, out o 
doubt; that the Swedes have an extream 
Deſire to get out of the War, and into the 
Mediation again, but will, I believe, find 
Difficulties in both. I have entertained 


Mr. Secretary Williamſon by this Nights 
Pacquet upon thoſe Matters which were | 
pointed at by my Inſtructions ; but thought 


ir became me to trouble Your Majeſty with 
JVC % ( 


the | 
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ne Account of ſuch as I had the honour of 
: "Feceiving from your own Diſcourſes ; and 

| thoſe this Conveyance by the Captain of 
the Yacht, as both ſurer and ſpeedier too, 

ff not hindred by croſs Tides in the Ri- 


yer. | 
II cannot end this Trouble without my 
humble Acknowledgments for that particu. 
kr Confidence wherewith your Majeſty 
hath been pleaſed to honour me, in my 
Ante Attendances upon your Majeſty in Eug- 
Sid; and which I am much prouder of, 
than I could be of any Titles or Advanta- 
pes that are the common Objects of other 
| s Purſuit and Ambition. I aſſure your 
Majeſſy, mine ſhall never go farther, than 
to deſerve, or at leaſt, acknowledge the 
onour you are pleaſed to do me, by all 
the Services of my Life; and by the moſt 
conſtant Devotion and perfect Truth, where- 
with I am, and hall be ever, 


5 I R, 
Tour Majejly's moſt 
Loyal and moſt Obedient 


Subject and Servant, 


' 14 To 
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To Mr. S9. 


Hague, September 3. S. N. ig. 


SIR, 


4 Writ to you from London two or thre 


times, whether acknowledging any 
yours or no I cannot tell; for the Thought 
of thoſe common Forms enter not into oy 
Commerce, farther than to make th 
coming Safe of what is intended betwee: 
us. Therefore tis fit to tell you, that 
had two from you while I was in Eugland 
one by Mr. Greenwood, and the laſt « 


July 21ſt. juſt before my coming away. 


I ſtay'd there juſt ſeven Weeks, which 
was much longer than was intended when 


I was ſent for; as I muſt tell you I Was, 


by the King, though I think not above 


two knew of it; and I was to make my 
Journy a Thing of my own Deſire, and + 


deſigned for my private Occaſions ; which 
you know I do not much Trouble my (lt 
about. The King happened to have no 
Buſinefs ſo much in his Head all the Time 
of my ſtay, as what turns a good deal 
upon my Hands; and ſo by falling very 


piten into very long Converſations, and 


privately 
7 4 > 
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4 privately with me ; gave Occaſion for a 
great deal of Talk both there and abroad, 
andExpectations of ſome very deciſive Mea- 
4 ſures taken upon the Buſineſs of a Peace; 
* which when all is done, both as to Con- 
ditions, Place, Time, and manner of Trea- 
ty; will depend much upon what ſhall 
= prove the final Event of this Campaigne. 
Things have hit ſomething worſe of late 
*for the French than before : But the Armies 
both in Alſatia and Flanders, having been 
leſt by our laſt Letters in ſight of one ano- 
ther, will tell us how the Year, and the 
Hopes of both Parties will end. Before 
this can come to you, tis likely you will 
hear the Succeſs a ſhorter way; for I ſend 
this by Mr. Lock's Conveyance, having 
found no kind of Encouragement to uſe 
the French Poſts between this and Paris - 
and fo intending this for no further Intelli- 
- gence, than of what paſſes between our 
> ſelves ; that it ſelf is nothing more, nor 
like to be, it ſeems, in haſt than the very 
= needleſs Aſſurances, of what I know we 
both feel at Heart, in the Continuance 
and Warmth of our Kindneſs and good 
Wiſhes to one another wherever we are; 
and the Satisfaction we ſhall receive in 
the Knowledge of what becomes of us. 


There 
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There ſeems not yet any certainty * 
the Congreſs, and till then 1 ſuppoſe I 


fixed here: Whenever that happens, t 


intended I ſhall make a Part of it, win 
what Company I know not; My Lori 
Berkley's Embaſſy into France being lil! 
enough to break that Deſignation. M. 
Fenwick has My Lord Clare's Regimen, 


and will find Advantages here if he deſery; 
them; being the only Engiiſþ Man 
Quality in the Prince's Service. I expe 


you ſhall be as good as your Word in writ, 


ing ſometimes where you are, how you 
do, and think to diſpoſe your ſelf, Ine. 


ver wanted you more than I did all the 
Time I was in England; and never loved 
you better than I do, and ſhall do while 


| live, | 
SIR, 


Tours &c. 


e 
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To the KING. 


Hague September 6. S. N. 1675. 


| © May it pleaſe Your Majeſty. 


| HE Penſioner came to me upon 
77 his Return from the Camp, and 
pave me this Account of the Prince's 
Anſwer, to the ſeveral Points I had diſ- 
courſed to him here. Firſt, That his 
"Highneſs gave your Majeſty humble 
Thanks for the Confidence you had uſed 
towards him, in letting him know your 
cn Thoughts upon the Subject of the 
Peace; which he would endeavour to de- 
ſerve by communicating all his to your 
= Majeſty, upon this and all other Matters, 
as he would do to a Father. That he was 
very glad of the Intentions your Majeſty 
expreſt, to enter into cloſer Meaſures with 
him and this State; which his Highneſs 
* would promote all that could be on this 
Side: And that he eſteemed this a better 
Guaranty for Flanders, than any formal 
= one that could be given upon the Peace. 
* And therefore deſired, that the Project of 
ſuch an Alliance as your Majeſty will be 
: p content to make with them, may be agreed 
1 | On 


; 
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on as ſoon as your Majeſty pleaſeth,] 
though you ſhould not think fit to con. 
clude it formally before the Peace, which 


yet his Highneſs rather defired ; becauſe 
after, there will be no way of keeping: 


Party in this State, from endeavouring i 


renew their old Meaſures with France; 


but letting them ſee they were already 


taken with England, and their Security 
found with us, which they pretend to by 
the French. 

That for the Terms of a Peace, the 
Prince for his own Part would be very 


well content to refer them wholly to your 


Majeſty. But 28 with the States en. 
gaged to their Confederates, by Honour 
and Treaties, they were forced in ſom: 
meaſure to conſider what would ſatisfy 


them. That he doubted, as things nov 


ſlood, they would not be induced to a 
Peace, without the Terms of Aix la Cha. 
pelle, and the Reſtitution of Charlerq, 
Aeth and Oudenarde ; as abſolutely neceſſa- 


ry to make ſome Frontier for Flanders, 


That if France inſiſted to have the Coun- 
ty of Burgundy, it would find more Diff- 


culty ; and that the Spaniards, but eſpeci- 


ally the Emperor, put ſo great Weight 
upon it, that he doubted they would not 
only expect thoſe three Towns ; but like» 
wiſe Journay, Courtray, Liſie and Doway. 
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That the Prince for his part, rather 
iſnd your Majeſty would propoſe the 
Fic upon the firſt of theſe Plans ; where- 


n he had very good Aſſurance, you would 
be ſeconded by Sueden: But if you ſhould 
Father chuſe to have Burgundy left to the 
French, neither his Highneſs nor He be- 
Zlicved the States would make any Diffi- 
Tulties upon it. And though he were very 
ſenſible of your Majeſty's Kindneſs, in the 
Offers concerning his own particular Inte- 
Fl there; yet he aſſures your Majeſty, what- 
Zever he hath or may ſufler in them, that 
"ſhall be no ſort of Hindrance to the Peace. 
That whatever Propoſition towards 2 
Peace your Majeſty ſhall think fit to make; 
the Prince deſires it may be done, as ari- 
ſing wholly from your ſelf ; without No- 
tice of any private Intelligence with him: 
And he thinks the beſt way of doing it, 
will be at the Congreſs at Nimeguen ; where 
he doth not believe the French will make 
any farther Difficulty of ſending their 
Ambaſſadors, when thoſe of your Majeſty 
hall be there; and that the Suedes as well 
# as the Conſederates, will certainly ſend 
2 theirs immediately upon it. by 
This is the Sum of the Penſioner's 
Diſcourſe to me from the Prince. And 
when I told him that I ſuppoſed his High- 
} neſs meant, the Reſtitution of thoſe three 


F Places 


. 
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Places ſhould be made in Exchange ſot 


Aire and St. Omers, as was ſpoken of » 


my Lord Arlington s being here: He told 


me the Prince mention d no ſuch Thing, 
and though he confeſs'd what had paſs; 
in the Winter; yet he thought as Affair 


had ſince changed, France might find 


theſe Terms: Yet upon farther Argu- 
ment he ſaid, that if your Majeſty ſhoul{ 
think fit to propoſe an Exchange at the 


Treaty, he believed the States would ns 


be againſt it. But he deſired that what. 


ever your Majeſty reſolved on, might be 
propoſed at the Congreſs 5 and not be in 


the mean time communicated to Monſieur 
—— but that if your Majeſty deſired any 


farther Lights from hence, you would 


. Pleaſe to receive them as you have done 
theſe ; aſſuring me that no Perſon but the 
Prince and himfelf had been, or ſhould be 
acquainted with what had paſs'd ; and 
adding that it was great Kindneſs in your 
Majeſty to avoid the Noiſe which my going 
to the Prince would have made, fince his 


Reaſons to induce them to a Peace upon 


own had made too much among the Spa. 


miards in the Army. Upon the whole, I 
find the Hearts of the Confederates are 
grown high with their late Succeſſes, and 


with Hopes of greater before this Cam- 


paigne ends ; and that the Prince 1s wy 
muc 


(12) 


4 


| A uch bent upon having his Share in the 
Honour of it, either by a Siege or a Bat- 
le, which I believe we may ſuddenly 


Sear of, and that Charleroy is deſigned. 


he Event hereof, as well as of the far- 


ther Action yet expected in Alſatia and 
4 reves; will ſo much govern the Condi- 


tions of the Peace, that I do not ſee how 


your Majeſty can at preſent, be Maſter of 


them, farther than by bringing it to a 
Congreſs, and making the Overrures there, 


- according to the Poſture of Affairs at that 


Time; when no new Succeſſes on either 
Side ſhall ariſe in that Seaſon to change 
the Scene. I can yet ſee no farther, un- 


Hts your Majeſty can think of any Tem- 
per, wherein France and the Prince may 
pe like to agree before hand, which. will 
depend upon the Opinion. each Side hath 
of their Affairs. Your Majeſty will gueſs 
at that of the Confederates by what I have 
written; and I hope, knows that of France 


by better Hands. I humbly beg your Ma- 


jeſty 's Pardon for the neceſſary Length of 
this Trouble, and your Acceptance of the 


true Devotion wherewith I am and ſhall 
ever be, 


EX, 
Your Majeſt;'s moſt Loyal, and moſt 
Obedient Subjeft and Servant. 


1o 
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To the KING 


Hague September 20. 8 N. 1675. 9 4 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


how little Reaſon this State would 
have upon any Succeſſes, to change th: 


[ Low found the Penſioner ſenſibè 1 


Terms they propoſed to themſelves for: 
Peace, ſince they had no Pretenſions ( 


their own for carrying on the War ; and 


having touched the ſame String in a Let. 
ter I writ to the Prince, upon the Death =? 


of. the Princeſs Dowager. I received one 
yeſterday from his Highneſs of the 17th, 


wherein were theſe Words; „ Fe ne wy 
« pas qu avant que j arrive à la Haye je 
* pourrois faire quelque choſe pour I avance- 


ment de la paix, laquelle pourtant je ſou- 
* haite paſſionnement ſur le pied que je vous 


% ay toljours dit. I ſhould be glad your | 
Majeſty and the Prince were ſo agreed | 


beſore a Congreſs begins, as to draw things 
towards the ſame Head in all Matters that 


thall be negotiated there: And I fee no | 
other | 
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cher difference than what there may be 
In the Value of the County of Burgundy, 
1 Aire and St. Omer. I find them here 


f opinion , that nothing can be ad- 
anced towards a Peace otherwiſe than 
St a Congreſs ; which they ſeem to 
Wound only upon the great Variety 
Zand Number of Partics and Intereſts 
that are engaged now in the War. 
- believe this proceeds chicfly 
from the Spaniards, who are extream 
_ of all private Meaſures tha: 
may be taken between your Mc, 
and the Prince, upon the Subject 0: 
Fe Peace. 


Your Majeſty will beſt judge, whe- 
ther you are likely to prevail with 
the Emperor to releaſe Prince William 
Þcfore the Concluſion of a Peace; or 
with France to inſiſt no farther upon 
this Point before a Treaty begins, 
and will pleaſe accordingly to apply 
your Offices towards ſome Way or 
other, of overcoming this Difficulty , 
which muſt be the firſt open Step thar 
can be made towards the Peace, that 
105 as little of the Seaſon for a Trea- 


of 


| allow. 


Þ N I wil: 


ty may be left as the Campaigne will 


* 

* 
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1 I will not encreaſe your Majeſty; Y 
preſent Trouble, beyond the Profeſſion; 
of that humble and hearty Devotion, 


wherewith I am and ſhall be ever, 


SIR, 
Tour Majeſty's moſt 
Loyal and moſt 
Obedient Subject 


and Servant. 


To 


(131 ) 
* 'To the K 1 N G. 


| Hague, Septem. 27. S. N. f675: 


! May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, _ 
0 Great an Honour as I received by a 
Letter from your Majeſty, has made 
me equally ſenſible how much I am to 
acknowledge it, and which way I By 
beſt deſerve it, by applying my whole 
Endeavours to what I find is ſo much in 
your Majeſty's Thoughts. We are now 
o near an end of the Campaigne, that 1 
do no longer expect any decifive Action 
from it: And when all the Fights and all 
the Bonfires are done, I believe the great- 
eſt Effect of it will be beſt judged by the 
Winter Quarters of the Imperial Army. 
Whether Count Montecuculi will be able 
to gain them in Lorain and the upper Al- 
Jatia (as he propoſes, and I hear has pro- 
miſed the Emperor) or ſhall be forced to 
ſeek them on rother ſide the Rhine, which 
+ mult happen, in caſe he does not maſter 
Haguenau and Saberne, For the Battles 
expected either in Pomerania or Flanders ; 
I am apt to think neither Party will ſeek 
them, without ſuch Advantages as the 
other will not give; ſo as the Year may 
| ' | K 2 end 
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end without them. And your Majeſy 3 
may already gueſs how the next Scen 
is like to open; and upon what Foot tlie 
Negotiations of a Peace are like to begin, 
On this Side find, the Overtures of they 
are expected from your Majeſty ( thoug, 
I believe both the Court of Rome, ande 
Sueden may affect that Honour) and the. 
are, I ſuppoſe, to be made by two dif 
rent Motions at the ſame Time, the oy 
publick, by advancing the Congreſs an 
ſome Propoſition there (or midd: 7; 
Scheme between the Pretenſions of th 
Partics) that may ſerve for a Ground uy 
on which the Treaty may begin: Th 
other private, by feeling the Pulſes « * 
each Side, and judging from then * 
whence the neareſt Approaches are lit * 
to be made. For the Congreſs, your MM 
jeſty has all the Reaſon in the World s 
to ſend your Ambaſſadors, till you har. 
aſſurance that thoſe of both Parties wil 
immediately follow; and towards this, 
ſee no other Motions to be made on thi 7 
Side, than for your Majeſty either n 
write to the Emperor, or to give me! 
Command to ſpeak to his Miniſter here 
and by one of theſe ways either to mak 
it your Deſire, that in Conſideration 0? 
your Majeſty as Mediator; he will mak 
way for the Congreſs, by putting Prince“ 
Willis * 
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illiam of Furſtenburgh into ſome Neutral 


"Dands' without further Condition: Or 


Uſe propoſe, that he may be ſent to Venice, 
n Caution taken from the State, that 


the Peace ſucceed not, he ſhall be re- 
= to Vienna. 


# For the Pulſe on this Side, I will aſſure 


Four Majeſty it ſtill beats very faſt and 


3 35 high, in all theſe Provinces towards 


e Peace; fo that in caſe the Congreſs be- 


eins, and at Vimegurn as it is at preſent 
reed (that is, in the Eye of theſe Peo- 


: 


ple) I think I might undertake to make 


"them agree to your Majeſty's abſolute 
Arbitrage, in any Difficulty that might 


iſe upon it. And the Suſpicion of ſuch 


Fiolent Influences from the Bent of the 
People here, will make the Houſe of Au. 


Fria endeavour (though upon other Pre- 
 Rences ) to remove the Congreſs to ſome 
*xemoter Place. As to Spain, I am not of 


. ; : d 


the ſame Opinion ; and find by my laſt 


Diſcourſes with Don Emanuel de Lyra, 
what Reaſon the Prince had in his laſt 


1 


with the Penſioner, to make ſo much 


$ 
AT 


Difficulty upon the Point of Burgundy : 


For when I began only to touch that String, 


\q 


by ſaying the greateſt Difficulty would 
lvye there, and that your Majeſty agreed 
with the Confederates in the Opinion of 


an abſolute Neceſlity, to make a Frontier 
K 3 1 
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for Flanders. Don Emanuel interrupteq 
me brishly, and ſaid ; Qu on ne ſe flatte py © 
ſer ce point, car nous perdrons plitit toute |, © 
Flandre par la guerre, que de ceder la Bou. 
gogne par la paix. However, I do not de.. 
{pair upon this Point it ſelf, if your Maje. 
{ty and the Prince ſhould come to agree in 
it; becauſe I know how unwilling tie 
Houſe of Auſtria will be to break from 
this State, in the Courſe of the Treaty; 
and that in all has paſſed of late between 
them, they have not ſo much conſideret 
any Advantages they expected from thc 
War; as what they might hope by cloſin - 
ſuch Meaſures with this State as might 
ſerve them upon all Occahons, even after 
the Peace. And in any new Conjunctute: 
that may open when the King of Spain 
grows of Age, by himſelf or ſome ſettled 

_ Miniſtry to direct the Councils, and head 
the Actions of that Crown... 
But this is the hardeſt of the Game: 
Whereas if your Majeſty ſhall on the other 
Side find France diſpoſed by the late il 
Current of their Affairs, to come up to 
the Prince's firſt Project; which was the __ 
four Towns for Aire and St. Omer: I ſhall 
look upon the Peace as made, notwith- 
ſtanding any new Incidents that may fall 
in, either from the Empire or the Dave. | 
I will deſire your Majeſty not wholly to | 
[4 . 
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'P orget the Advantages that were offered 
55 * from hence upon that Scheme, of a 


arriage between the two Crowns, in 
taſe any way ſhould open towards it ; by 


the great Variety of Accidents that may 


et poſſibly happen in the Progreſs of a 
Ivar; becauſe in all Events, France with 


that may find an Iſſue with Honour, and 
| Fin Majeſty with Profit as well as Ap- 


plauſe. 
For that wherein your Majeſty wiſhes 


the Penſioner's Eyes were opened ; I have 


% 


. vg diſcourſed upon that Subject to him 


and others in the chief Direction here, 


ſince the Scene began to change to the 


Diſadvantage of France. But they all an- 


ſwer, theſe Conſiderations will not be in 
Scaſon till Spain ſhall arrive at the Terms 
*of the Pyrences; beyond which if any 
Step ſhould ever be made, they ſay the 


"Intereſts of this State will change, and 


not before. But there is yet another Byas 
in this Matter; and that is, the Loveſtyz 
Parties being to much bent upon the Mea- 


ſures with France, which turns thoſe of 


the Prince and the preſent Government 


here, ſo much more upon Spain. Bur 
theſe will leſſen by nothing fo much as by 


your Majeſty's Advances into cloſer Mea. 
ſures and Confidences with them, and by 
that means taking off their Dependances 

K 4 from 


„ 


from the other Crowns, and turning then 
wholly upon Yours. All which lyes 8 
ſuppolc, in your Majeſty to do, at why 
Time and in what Degree ſoever 3s 
pleaſe z as you may judge by the laſt A 

count I gave of the Prince's and Penſio. 
er's Diſcourſes upon this Subject. 

I am to beg your Majeſty's Pardon {4 © 
this Length, which i have been engage 
in, by the Deſire of giving what Light 
I thovght might be neceſſary now at you.” 
Majeſty s Entrance upon this great W 
of the Mediation: I am and ſhall be! 
my Life, 


SIR, I 
Tour Majeſty's moſt I 
Loyal and moſt 
Obedient Sulject, 


aud Servant. 


1 | 
4 
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To the K I N G. 


: | Hague, Nov. 1ſt. S. N 1675. 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 
Once the Prince's Return I have had two 
If large Diſcourſes with his Highneſs , 
and ſhall give your Majeſty only the ſumm 
of what paſs d, not troubling you with the 
length of many Circumſtances. The 
Prince received the Aſſurance your Maje- 
ſty was pleaſed to give Him in ſome Lines 
= of your own hand, with very great Senſe 
of ſo much Kindneſs? which He ſaid He had 
all the Reaſon that could be to believe from 
= thoſe Expreſſions, and would ever deſerve 
them the belt he was able. 
Upon the Subject of the Peace, he was 
at my firſt Audience, dryer and more care- 
leſs than I ever found him laſt Winter, or 
Spring. He ſaid, it was out of his Head 

at preſent : That we ſhould find the Spaui- 
ard much ſtiſſer than ſix Months ago: 
That Montecuculi s Deſire of going to Vien- 


nua had hindred his taking up Winter Quar- 


ters in Alſatia; and ſome Difference be- 
twieen himſelf and the Spaniards had ſpoil'd 
the Effect of this Campaign, without which 
ir 


== 

| f | 
4 * : = 

R 1 
— 7 * 

* 


it might have gone far towards a reaſona. 
ble Peace. That he ſaw the only way ?, 
making the War in Flanders, would be wit 
two ſeperate Armies, which might be com. 
paſs'd next Campaign, And that if the 
Forces of Lunenburg and Munſter could cle: 
Bremen of the Swedes this Winter, he be. 
lieved France might have their Hands ful 
next Spring. 97 | 
All his Diſcourſes being of this kind, 
thought not fit to purſue them far the firſt 
time: But yeſterday at a ſecond Audi. 
ence I reſolved to bring it to ſome Point; 
and deſired his Highneſs to tell me, not 
what he thought of Spain or the Empire, 
but upon what Terms he himſelf would 
be content to fee the Peace made, and 
to fall into a Concert with your Majeſty 
for effecting it; which I knew you would 
expect ſome knowledge of by this Poſt, 7 
He ſaid, at firſt, it was a hard Queſtion, | 
and that he would think of ic: But when 
I preſs'd him hard, he faid ar laſt, He 
found the Spaniards ſo difficult upon Air: 
and St. Omer, which he had firſt thought 
of upon an Exchapge ; that for his part 
he would be content with the quitting ot 
Burgundy, if the French would give two 
Towns more in Flanders than thole 
Four Your Majeſty propoſed ; that is, 


Tours | 
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Fpurnay and Douay; becauſe he believed 
 * — would make more difficulty of 
Lille. And fince Your Majeſty firſt made 
W — Scheme , the Swedes had loſt ſo 


uch, that this, he thought, might very 


* 


well be given in their Conſideration. Af- 


er much Reply and Argument, all 
could clear, by this Diſcourſe, con- 


ned in theſe Two Points: That the 
Prince does not think fit the Peace 


> ſhould be ſtopp'd by Pretences of the 


Princes of the Empire to retain their 
preſent Conqueſts upon Sweden; and 


that he will be content to yield the 


Point of Burgundy, if the Reſtituti- 


on of Places in Flanders may be en- 


+ 
* 


F larged as an Equivalent to it; and 
for the reſt, the Terms of Aix la 
Chapelle: So that between your Ma- 
=jelty's Thoughts, and thoſe of his 


* 


Highneſs, There will be the Diffe- 


rence only of a Town or two more 
or Jeſs: By which Your Majeſty will 


by 


3 
« 
4 
2 
1 


* 
1 


* 
* 
o 
2 
' 


be able to judge in what Compaſs this 
Matter will turn when it comes to a 


Treaty. 


am ſenſible of having given Your 
Majeſty too many and too long Trou- 
bles of this Kind, and will not there- 
12 | 1 fore 
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fore lengthen this beyond the Profeq, 


ons of that conſtant and ſincere D. 
votion, wherewith I am and ſhall ere 
be, "34 
IX, | | 
Your Majeſty's Moſt E 
Loyal and Moſt ; 
| SAY 1 
Obedient Subj ect, 
ander vaut. 
* mani — — 
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To 


GG Mee 


41 89 
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_ 25 , 


Hague, Decem. 12. S. N. 1675. 


* 51x; 


FT Have ſeldom troubled you ſince my laſt 
I Return out of England, leaving it to 
my Siſter to entertain you with any thing 


that is Domeſtick, and tothe Paper that is 


uſlſüually ſent you, to inform you of common 


7 


i 
4 


Mes Br $a 


8 


4 


Occurrences: And little of Negotiation 
having lately paſſed here farther than the 


Formal Progreſs of the King's Mediation, 
; in propoſing, and at length tixing thePlace 


of Treaty to be at Nimeguen, which you 
deſire to know the Reaſons of. 
I propoſed this Town to the King, and 


His Majeſty to the Parties, not as a Mat- 
ter of Choice, but almoſt of Neceſlity ; 
for the Emperor would not ſend his Am- 


baſſadors to any in the French Territories or 


Conqueſts; and the French would not ſend 
theirs to any in the Juriſdiction of the Con- 
ſederates; ſo that we fell at firſt here into 
the Thoughts of Basil or Hamburg, but 
many Inconveniencies were found in both; 
and France upon the hopes of falling into 
particular Meaſures or Treaties with ſome 

of 


(142 J 1 
of the Confederates, was content this lll 
Year with any Difficulties that might k 
off a general Congreſs, which was like: 
to unite their Intereſts rather than ſeperas 
them. And the Confederates on the oths ® 
ſide upon the Confidence of their gre © 
Numbers and Forces, had a mind to {; 
the Events of the Two laſt Campaign, 
before they fell into any ſerious Though © 
of either Peace or Treaty: And fo his M. 
jeſty's Offers of Mediation have continue 
now a Yearand a halt.without any Effed 
farther, than being at length accepted ij 
a Il the Parties. 

The ill ſucceſs of the French Arms in tb: 
unvaluable Loſs of Monſieur Turenne; tit 
Defeat of Monſieur Crequi ; the taking 
Treves, and the ill Condition of the Su., 
dliſb Affairs; but moſt of all, the ſtanch R. 
ſolutions of the Confederates to avoid al! 
Separate Treaties; have, I ſuppoſe, inclinl 
France to ſet on foot the general one, by| * 
the Offer they made of ſending their am. 
baſſadors to any Town in four of the Pro- 
vinces belonging to the States; which gave 
ſome Eaſe in that firſt Pace of propoſing 2 
Place for the Congreſs, which might be ge. 
nerally accepted. 

Yet the Confederates were not without 
their Difficulties upon this Point. They 

ſuſpected 
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ſuſpected the Intentions of the French in 

This Overture it ſelf, as a piece of Compli- 
ent and Cajolery to this State; whoſe Di- 


pPpoſitions towards the Peace they knew to 


be diffetent from thoſe of all the other 


Confederates: They apprehended very re- 
'F Effects upon the Iſſue of it, by the Pra- 


| — that might be carried on in theſePro- 


yvinces by the French Ambaſſadors and their 
Inſtruments, in ſuch a Concourſe of Stran- 
gers as a general Treaty was like to draw 
— them. Upon this Ground the Imperi- 
al and Spaniſh have violently oppoſed the 
accepting this Offer from France, and 
would have drawn the Treaty to Francfort, 
Cologn, Baſil or Hamburg, rather than into 


any of theſe Provinces. 


The Prince of Orange himſelf, and the 
Penſioner here, with others of the States had 
ſo much of Jealouſy in the Matter, that 
they would rather have choſen the Treaty 


in another Country, and would by no 
means hear of either Utrecht or Breda, in 


regard of their Vicinity to the Heart of 


this Province, where the Pulſe beats higher 


. Po 
— - 5 „ 
begs ei eb ies wag ae 


towards a Peace, upon the Intereſts of 
| ; Trade, than in any of the reſt, But all of 


them were ſenſible that it would not be 


borne by the People here to refuſe this 


Offer of France, and thereby reje& the 
Treaty on this fide , which ſeemed by 


1 it 
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—— — 


it to habe been ſo much advanced o 


the other. 


From theſe Reaſons we fell into the 4 


thoughts of ſome Town in Gelderland, and 


the moſt remote from hence, as the ecaſic} 
to be accepted by the Confederate Min.. 


ſters ; which fixed the Propoſition at length. 


upon Nimeguen: Tho' indeed the very Sc. 


tuation of it, as a Center between Span 


and Sweden, the Eaſtern Parts of the En. 


pire, and England (which are all to hay 


parts in the Treaty) made an Appearance 
of ſome Convenience as well as Neceſſity 


in the Choice. | 

Lou will have known from England ſoon 
er than from hence, that I am deſigned u) 
the King for one of his Ambaſſadors in this} 

Mediation: And I begin accordingly u 
turn my Thoughts and Affairs towards that 
Remove; which, as to the Air, being 
much dryer than this, I do not diſlike. A} 
to the Buſineſs, I expect an Encreaſe o 
Trouble and Expence, as well as Honour; 
I remove my whole Family, put off my 
Houle here, and have fixed already upon 


one at Nimeguen; for which, with Stables | 


and Out-Houſes neceſſary to it, I am like 


to pay a Thouſand Pounds a year; which 


is but a part of thoſe. Exactions like to be 
practiſed there upon this Occaſion, and 
which cannot be remedy d by this State; 
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FH here the Magiſtrates of each Town have 
A Juriſdiction uncontrolable by the States 
ZZ emſelves, either General, or Provincial, 
Ind are like themſelves at Nimeguen, to 
ive us no Remedy in this Affair which they 
re all concerned in. | 3 
What Proſpect there is of a Peace like to 
geſult from this Congreſs, upon what Terms, 
or what Time, is very difficult to tell you, 
the Delays of it muſt be ſuch as the Parties 
pleaſe, it being in the power of either to 
 Zxaiſe them upon the formal or ſubſtantial 
Parts of the Negotiation, The Conditi- 
ons to be firſt propoſed will be diſtant e- 
nough, becauſe they are like to come from 
Wl the ſeveral Parties; tho ſome of them 
would be glad his Majeſty, as Mediator, 
ould draw the firſt Scheme, according to 
What he ſhall eſteem moſt juſt and agreea- 
ple to the common Intereſts of Chriſtendom: 
And they doubt not but whateverPeace his 
Majeſty ſhould propoſe, he may do it in 
ſuch manner as to make it eaſily accepted 
by all Parties, and take upon him to be the 
n Arbiter as well as Mediator in this great 
s| Affair. But for ought I ſee, our Councils 
are fixed to act no ſuch Part; ſo as the Me- 
b Giation will not at all lead, but follow the 
e Diſpolitions of the Parties, as theſe I ſup- 
d pole Will do the Events of the War, ſince no 
| L Suſpenſion 


9 


Suſpenſion of Arms is like to be agreed d 
ring the Treaty. 1 
The preſent Diſpoſitions, I think, n 
theſe : France will pretend to all their Con. 
queſts both of the laſt War and this; bu 
would, at preſent, be content, I believe, tz 
part with a Town or two in Flanders, ſo x 
they may keep 2 and will male 
no Difficulty to leave the Empire and thi 
State as they were when the War begy 
(aſter all this Expence of Blood and Tres. 
ſure.) Spain ſeeing ſo many Confederate; - 
united in their Quarrel, and engaged 9 
make no Peace without their Conſent, rec. 
kons upon no leſs than the Pyrenean Tra. * 
ty, and would keep off this till ſome Sue | 
ceſſes of the Confederates Arms may mal . 
way for ſuch Conditions. The Empem “ 
| finding this War has almoſt united the En. 
pire in the Intereſts of theHouſe of Auſtria} 3 
and drawing Money from theſe States 2 5 
well as ſrom Spain, is very unwilling u 
loſe the Conjuncture, and therefore woull! % 
be glad to have the War go on; and ſo will} % 
not only inſiſt upon the Reſtitution of Ls} 3 
1 
« 
E 
0 
fi 


3 


rain and Philipsburg, but Reparation «| % 
Damages to the Princes of the Rhine. Theſe} 
States ask nothing for themſelves but the 
Reſtitution of Maſtricht, and of Commerce 
as it was before the War; but think it nc- 
ceſſary, for their own Safety, that a gecd 't 
Frontic! 
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8 5 Frontier be left the Spaniards in Flanders, 


d ſo will endeavour to have five or fix 


» good Towns reſtored there, in exchange 


1 Burgundy, which they are leſs concern- 


ed in. But all the Allies agree in repoſſeſ- 


Ning the Duke of Lorain ; which is a Mat- 


ter that France is molt reſerved. in, as hav- 


ing no pretence either of Right or Con- 
gqueſt there, and yet juſtly eſteeming it a 
Matter of more Importance to them than 


all the reſt; conſidering not only the Force 
and Riches of that Province, but the Si- 


tuation of it, and the abſolute Engagements 
of the preſent Duke to theIntereſts andPer- 
Jon of the Emperor. If theſe Points could 
be agreed, nothing that concerns the new 
Quarrels in the North would, I believe, hin- 
der the Peace But upon the preſent State 
of the War and the Mediation, I do not iee 
any ſudden Iſſue very likely by a Treaty: 
And how the Events of another Campaign 
may raiſe the Hopes or Fears, and thereby 


change the Intereſts and Pretenſions of the 


ſeveral Parties, no man can conjecture. In 
the mean time I would not leave this Place, 
or end the Year without giving you this 
general Scheme, by which you may the 
eaſier judge of the Motions you ſhall hear 
of in the Courſe of the Treaty or the War; 


ſince you are pleaſed to ſay it will be a ſa- 


*tistation to you, I know it will be ſo, to 
| L 2 hear 
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hear we are all well at preſent here. 
Wife intends to make a Step into Egl,,; 
about the time I ſhall go to Nimeguen, bu 
to return to me there within a Month q 
two. My Son, I hope, entertains you o 
ten from London, as my Siſter does fron 


hence, which allows me to trouble yo 
teſs. 


2 Me 


am ever, 


SIR, 


Tour moſt Obedient 


Son and moſk _ © 


BART 45 - 


Humble Servan | 
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To My Lord Treaſurer. 


| Hague, Fan. 17. S. N. 1676. 


7 


, LORD, 
I Receiv'd the Honour of a Letter from 
I your Lordſhip the beginning of this 
Week by Mr. Widdrington, who ſhall not 
fail of any Services I can do him here, as I 
have already aſſured him, and deſired him 
to let me know all Occaſions wherein he 
thinks he can make uſe of me. I had the 
Opportunity of bringing him to his High- 
nneſs, who dined that day with me; and 
to give him the better Entrance, I ſhewed 
; the Prince your Lordſhip's Letter. He read 
it, and ſmiled at the latter part of it; but 
when he had done, he came to me, and de- 
© fired me to remember his Service to you, 
and aſſure you how much he valued your 
Recommendation; and that Mr. Widdring- 
ton ſhould find it by all the Encouragement 
he could give him. Aſter a little Stop, he 
aid: And for the latter part of his Letter, 
| | pray tell him, they are very much miſta- 
ken; and then pauſing a little, as if he 
were concerned at it; he ſaid ; God! Ine- 
yer ſaid any thing to Sylvius, that I was 
8 ps not 


* 
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not content my Coachman ſhould ko]: A 
laughed, and asked him, And would yon 
have me tell my Lord Treaſurer ſo too) 


He turned about, and faid reſolutely, Ye 
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do. I entered no farther into this Matter, 


nor ſhould have ſaid this, but that th: 
Prince bid me; and ſeemed concerned tha 
what your Lordſhip writ upon that Subje& 


ſhould be believed there. The uſe I made 


of it was a little more important ; which 
was, to go ſince to the Prince and tell him, 
That being now upon my Journey to N 
meguen, and having been here a Year and 
half, his Majeſty would have Reaſon to 


think he had been very ill ſerved, if in all 


this time I were not able to give him: 
right and full Account of his Highneſs' 
Intentions in what his Majeſty concerned 
himſelf, but that the King ſhould be lil 
in pain to know them, and caſting about 
ty what hand to find them out. The Prince 
lid, He could not ſay more to me than he 
had ſaid to me already, and written to the 


King upon all Occaſions; and that he | 


could not tell what more we would know 
of him, nor why Sir Gabriel Sylvizs was 
{ent over, when the Compliment might 
either have been ſpared, or made by 
Mr. Stelton as he paſſed by. However, | 
endeavoured to draw what new Light I 


could from his Highneſs ; and comparing | 


all 
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all he had aid, with all that I had gather- 
a 2 from the Current of his former Diſcour- 
\ Fs to me, upon any Points wherein I 
thought his Majeſty was concerned to 
now the bottom of all he means; I 
, 47 fit to ſet it down in Writing; and 
that I might know whether I had in every 
thing rightly apprehended him or no, [I 
* Jhewed it him, and ſend your Lordſhip 
the Paper incloſed, and what his Highneſs 
1 Jaid to me upon reading of it. 
I defire your Lordſhip will pleaſe to 
| hew it to his Majeſty, with this Account 
of the Occaſion of it, which was given 
| 


) 


me by your Lordſhip : And for my own 
part, I believe this is what his Majeſty 
7 muſt truſt to as to the Prince's Intentions, 
and that no Talk or Reaſoning will alter 
them, nor any thing elſe beſides ſome new 
and great Accidents or Changes in the Af- 
fairs of the Parties now in War. 
However, this need not diſcourage his 
| © Majeſty from endeavouring to know more 
from his Highneſs by any other hand; tho? 
he ſaid «lately to me upon ſome of thele 
* Diſcourſes, that whenever he could ſay any 
| thing wherewith he thoughr his Majeſty 
: 


would be more pleaſed, he would be ſure 
to do it by me. For the Truth of all this; 
if his Majeſty deſires to be further ſatisſy'd 
in it, Tam very well content he ſhould ſ--d 

1 this 
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this Letter, and the incloſed Paper to ti, ? N 
Prince, which will be the infallible way 4 


oY. „and without engaging m 
urther in the ill Will or Expoſtulation a 


Sir Gabriel Sylvius, or his Patrons ; tho 
their meaning to me, in the way they d. 


ſigned his coming oyer hither, and ende, 
voured it for three Months together, hy 
been but too well diſcovered to me, as | 
has been, Iam ſure, very little deſerve! 
He is not yet come, tho' I have expect 
him every Day this Fortnight paſt ; an] 
reſolve upon his Arrival, to carry my {| 
to him in all Points as becomes me to: 
Perſon fent by his Majeſty hither, and gin 
him any Aſſiſtances he deſires me. 
' There is a Point of Inſtruction I rece. 
ved laſt Poſt from Mr. Secretary W:il/zamſn, 
which T would likewiſe be glad his Majeſſ 
would pleaſe once more to reflect upon, 


* 


à thing that may poſſibly bring an ill Inci. : 


dent upon the Courſe of the Treaty. It is, 


That his Majeſty's Ambaſſadors ſhould ex. 


ped the firſt Viſit from all others, even 
that arrive after them at the place of Con- 


pe : And this is grounded upon an In. 
truction to thoſe at Cologne, to give it in 


the ſame Cafe to the Swedes as then Medie- 
tors, and upon their having actually don? 
ſo. Now the Dutch Ambaſſadors on the 


contrary arriving aſter theSwedes at Colagis, 
$-+2? co #9. 4 e C 1 . 


received 


þ. T1939 
Received, without any difficulty, the firſt 
Wit from them, and thought all others had 
one ſo too: And it appears by our Ambaſ- 
:dors Journal), that tha they did it, yet 
he Swediſh Ambaſſadors intended it firſt to 
them, and had accordingly ſent a Gentle- 
man to ask an hour of them. Now there 
4s a great deal of difference between what 
4s voluntarily given, and what is of due 
E-manded And tho the Dutch Ambaſſa- 
ſhe are reſolved to do it, yet if thoſe of 


7 


the Emperor, or the other greater Crowns 
mould make a Difficulty, as I foreſee they 
may, the Congreſs might be accroche de 
\ Ceremonies between the Parties and Media- 
tors, whoſe Buſineſs it is to prevent or 
ompoſe them between the Partics them- 
elves. Beſides, this State has reſolved to 
Jook upon Nimeguen not only as a Neutral 
Town during the Treaty, but in a manner 
0 put it into the Hands of the Mediators, 
by ordering both the Commander and Ma- 
giſtrates to take Orders from them upon all 
| [Emergencies : So that it ſeems to belong 
to them, not only az Mediators, but as 
_ Perſons at home, to do the honour of the 
1 þ 7 Congreſs to thoſe that arrive after them. 

It will be a troubleſome thing, 1 doubt 
to his Majeſty to give very particular In- 
ſtructions upon every Point of Ceremony 
2 that may ariſe: And therefore, when hs 
3 | reſolves 
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reſolves upon this, I know not whether, 
eaſieſt will not be, to ſend us one gener 
Inſtruction, commanding us to avoid all, jj * 
far as we can, both between the Mediato;, ® 
and Parties, and between the Parties then; ® 
ſelves ; and when that cannot be, to le , 
it to us upon the Place, to act in point“ 
þ 


Ceremony by conſent, as we judge beſt ſo 
his Majeſty's honour, his Ends in the Me, 
diation, and the Practice of other Prince 
but particularly that of the Treaty at ( ©, 
logne; of which Sir Lionel Fenkins is if 7 
well informed. pA 
I humbly beg your Lordſhip's Pardon (of % 
{o/long a Trouble, which I ſhould not han 
given you, had not I thought it neceſſinÞ * 
for his Majeſty's Service: And you vil 5 
forgive me the caſier, becauſe Iam ſo mud 2 
what I fhall be ever, L 


My LORD, 
Tour Lordſhip's 
meſt Faithful, &c. 


The! 


r . — 23 — — 


a 
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The Paper Incloſed. 


Hag ue, Fan. 17. S. N. 1676. 


As farasI can any way diſcover of 


7 his Highneſs's Intentions, they are 
nd 4 


17 heſe. 


” Firſt, as to his Majeſty, to live always 
not only with the Duty and Reſpect that 
becomes him, but with all the Kindneſs 


and neareſt Conjunction of Intereſts that 


can be, while his Majeſty pleaſes to con- 
tinue the Deſires of it; and that Affecti- 


on which he has profeſs'd to him by ſo 


any Letters, and ſo many ſeveral Hands, 


and now lately by Sir Lionel Fenkins. 


: 


As to the Peace; the Prince ſays to me 
upon all Occaſions, that he for his own 
part, would be very glad to make it upon 
any Terms his Majeſty ſhould think fit; 
il his Majeſty can prevail with Spain to 


| conſent to it, which his Highneſs doubts, 


I 


he himſelf ſhall not be able to do; and lie 


finds this State ſo far obliged to that 
Crown, both by their Treatics, and for 


their Aſſiſtance in their late Extremities; 


that he does not {ec how they can break 


rom them, or if they ſhould, who would 
afterwards truſt them. = 


og! 
3 nat 


the King of Spain and Madamoiſelle, will f 
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That the greateſt Teſtimony his Mae. 
ty can give his Highneſs of his real King. 
neſs and good Will to him, would be tn 
bring him out of this War with ſome ſak.} % 
ty to his Honour, and to his Country} 
and thereby to ſhew the World, that. 
none of his Majeſty's Allies were near] 
to him in Blood, nor truer to him in II 
fection; ſo he conſidered none of ther 
Intereſts more than his in this preſen 
Quarrel. | 

That the beſt way to this that his High 
neſs can think of, in reſpect of the H 
nour of France, and his Majeſty's particy 
lar Advantage, as well as the Certain 
of a ſudden Peace, was that which ht 
ſome time fince been mentioned to hi 
Majeſty, of eftefting a Match between 


* p 4 x. [4 


the Conqueſts fince 1666 for her Dowry; 
and in this Caſe ; his Highneſs would u 
dertake for ſuch a Preſent, as the Penſion 
cr then ſpoke of to his Majeſty, an 
doubted not to perſuade Spain to do 2 
much. But if this could not be, then h: 
ſaw no way left, but for his Majeſty to 
diſpoſe France to reſtore thoſe Towns it 
Flanders, which were neceſſary to leav: 
the Spaniſh Netherlands in a Condition of * 
Deſence: Upon which his Highneſs, and] 
this State would uſe their utmoſt Ende. 
| | yours} 
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ours to incline Spain to a Peace. And 


Sis Highneſs ſays upon all Occaſions, that 
He is ſure, his Majeſty may do either of 


Sheſe whenever he pleaſes, and without 


any Difficulty at all; and he believes 


Fwithout going againſt any Intereſts of his 
own or his Kingdoms. 


* That if neither of theſe can be com- 
paſs'd, and France reſolve to have no 
Peace, but upon the Foot of Affairs as 


they ſtand at prefent; and his Majeſly 


Will only conſider their Poſſeſſion, and not 
the Juſtice of it, or Intereſt of Chriſten- 
A in it. His Highneſs ſays very plaiti- 


Jy, that though he wiſhes his Majeſty all 


the Glory that can be, by the preſent Me- 


ation ; and this State will contribute all 


they can towards it: Yet for his own 


part, he ſees no Remedy but that they 
muſt try the Fortune of another Cam. 
aigne ; in which he hopes fo to behave 
Himſelf, as that his Majeſty ſha!l not be 
aſhamed of him; nor at all leſſen the 
Kindneſs or good Opinion, he has hither- 
to expreſſed for him. 3 


| Having read this Paper to his Highneſs, 
and asked whether I had apprehended 
him right: He ſaid, fo right, that if you 
had been within him, you coul not have 


e Ine 
„ 4439 


„ 


61585 ? 
done it better: And if I were the bel 
Catholict in the World, and you were ], 
Confeſſor, I could ſay no more to you. 


— 


I asked: But can you ſay no more 9 
any other Man 2 His Highneſs anſwer 
ed; I would not ſay ſo much to ay 
other, but can ſay more to no Man. 
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To My Lord Treaſurer. 
7 

| 3 Hague Fan. 24, S. N. 1676. 


[3 4 LORD, 

FIN my laſt of this day ſennight I en- 
| deavoured to give your Lordſhip a full 
| | eng of the Prince of Oranges Inten- 

tions, which his Majeſty was it ſeems, 
Nill in pain to know. Since that time 
r. Skelton arriving here, and telling me 
(as well as the Prince) ſeveral Things 
the King had ſaid to him upon that Sub- 
- ; has given me Occaſion to add ſome. 

hing upon it, to the end his Majeſty may 
in all Points know the very Bottom of it, 
and take his Meaſures accordingly : For 
as far as I underſtand, all Matters are 
| carryed on according to the Perſonal Diſ- 
politions of the Men that are at the Head 
of them; and the Prince is a Man as diffi- 
cult as ever I knew, to be Talk'd either 
into or out of any thing wherein he 
thinks his Honour or Intereſt concerned. 
Mr. Skelton told the Prince, that his 
Majeſty knew very well there were ſome 
little People about his Highneſs, that en- 
deavoured to perſuade him, the King had 
not that Kindneſs for him he proteſs'd ; 


AN 
al 
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at leaſt, not ſo mnch as for France: But] 
aſſured him of the contrary ; and that ls 
Majeſty would ſhew it by the Meaſures he 
intended to take with him after the Peace 
was made. Upon the firſt Words the 
Prince anſwered, that he deſired nothing 
in the World more, than that the Ki“ 
would have the Kindneſs for him he pry. 
feſs d. Mr. Skelton, I remember, made! 
ſome Reflexions to me; and thought i 
ſounded as if the Prince doubted it. AniÞ 
I remember Sir Lionel Fenkins upon he] 
{ſeveral Diſcourſes with his Highneſs ſaid ; 
he doubted the Prince had ſomething lj] 
at Heart. I will firſt tell your Lord(hy,þ T. 
that now Moulin is no longer about th 
Prince, I do not ſuſpect any others IE 
near him, of the Defign to ſow ill Im: . 
preſſions of his Majeſty's Intentions ; no 
do I really think he has any further than 
might be gathered from his Diſcourſes in 
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my laſt Paper: That is, he believes his 
Majeſty will not for his ſake, break any 
ot the Meaſures he has of late Years taken 
With France, He thinks ſome PartialityÞ ! 
ihewed in the Buſineſs of the Levzes ; and! 
is troubled that his Majeſty will not bring! 
him out of this War with ſome Honour, 
which he believes may be done ( as he] 
often ſays) with a Word ſpeaking : And 


| 
that as Affairs ſtand in Chriſtendom, France | 


cannot ; 
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LAnunot refuſe any thing his Majſtye ſhall | 
deſire And from theſe Impreſſions he 

T ays upon Diſcourſe, that Effects only, 
and not any Words or Expreſſions can re- 


move him. 


3 Mr. Skelton told me (and 1 ſuppoſe the 
prince too) that his Majeſty would under. 


take for any Conditions upon a Peace that 
the Prince ſhould propoſe of Advantage to 


himſelf. I have often talked with his High- 


neſs upon that Subject; and on Occaſion 
Zof Monſieur Ruviguis propoſing his Ma- 
ſter buying all his Lands in the County. of 
E Burgundy, even at a Value unreaſonable ; 

I have ever found him ſo cold upon this 
Subject, that in ſhort nothing will be faſt- 


told me, that he knew to another Man it 


ned on him. And I remember at laſt he 
n = look like Affectation, and therefore 


he would not fay it ; but tome that knew 
him fo well, he would tell me very truly, 
that though he underſtood very well the 

Value of his Lands in Burgundy ; yet upon 
the Peace he would be content to loſe them 
all to get one good Town more for the 
| Spaniards in Flanders. 


Becauſe mentioned in my laſt Paper 8 
an Offer that had been made his Majeſty 
; by the Penſioner, upon a Match between 

M t 
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the King of Spain and Madamoiſel, 
with the French Conqueſts for her-Doy. 

ty ; which was a Thing the Prince 

Head has run mightily upon, as in his! 

Majeſty's Power to bring about; though 


I do not think it at all likely, or thy 
the reſtoring even of the Suedes to 1 
they have loſt, could either diſpotff 
France to it, or engage his Majeſty iſ 
an earneſt Purfuit of it. Yet becauſe! 
doubt your Lordſhip has not hear 
any thing before of that Matter, whe 
it went from hence in ſome of my Le. 
ters about a Year ago I thought it ys 
fit to explain to you ſo far only as U 
let you know, the Summ offered h 
the Penſioner to be paid privately u 
on it into his Majeſty's Treaſure , , 
two hundred thouſand Pounds; and thi 
like Summ to be endeavoured by then 
from the Spaniards ; which the Prin 
as I ſaid in my laſt, told me he i 
not doubt of. This is the utmoſt 
what I can fay upon this Subject, bu 
J tha!l be glad if any other Perſons ca 
find out more of the Prince's IntentF 
ons, or any thing that his Majeſty wi 
be better pleaſed with. But 1 dow 
thy are theſe at preſent, and that the 
will not change by other means 2 
onF 
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3 ſome new Accidents or Revolutions*in 
che farther Courſe of Time or War. 
ask your Lordſhip's Pardon for this 
Farther 'Trouble, and ſhall not increaſe 
Wit beyond the Aſſurances of my being 
ever, 
1 My LOR D, 
Tour Lordſhip's moſt 

Faithful and moſt 


1 Humble Servant. 
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To the KING. 


Hague, March 3. * N. 1676, Þ 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


Pon an Occafion given me by n 
Lord Treaſurer, in a Clauſe d 
late Letter mentioning a Diſpatch of vo 
Gabriel Sylvius hither z I thought fit 
his Lordſhip's Hand, to give your M 
ſty the ſulleſt Account 1 could of f 
Prince of Oranges Diſpoſitions and Inte 
tions in this great Conjuncture. * 
I have ſince found by Diſcourſe wi 
Sir Gabriel Sylvius, that your Majch [ 
thought his Highneſs might be made mori 
ſenſible of the Uſage he has received, an 
ought to expect from Spain in this Conk 
deracy. I did not forget among oth 
Things, wherein your Majeſty inſtrude 
me, to ſay a great deal to him upon th 
Subject. He ſtill anſwered me, that | 
knew more of this than I could tell him 


A. 


Thar it had gone fo far in what concern : 
his Perſonal Intereſts with that CrownWt 
as to make him tell the Duke ge , 
Hermoſa laſt Canipaign ; that he took th 


manner of Treatment from Spain as 1 
orent 
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eat Honour to him. For he was very 
Hure, at a Time wherein the leaſt Step he 
ould make awry, was of ſo great Mo- 
nent to that Crown; they would not uſe 
im ſo, if they did not think him a Man 
f too much Honour to prefer his own 
Reſentments before the publick Intereſts 
he was engaged in. And he added upon 
t, that they knew him, for he ſhould not 
No it. 
VU pon another Diſcourſe of the Houſe 
pf Auſtria's depending ſo much upon his 
Miighneſs's own Diſpoſitions, rather than 
hoſe of the States, in the purſuit of their 
preſent Alliances, His Highneſs told me 
2 Particular I had never heard before; 
Ewhich was; That one Part of his Oath 
is Statholder was, to take the Care of 
reeping the States to the Obſervation of 
their Treaties; which he was reſolved to 
do to the beſt of his Power. 
Laſt Friday, his Highneſs coming to me 
jupon an Illneſs that kept me in my Cham- 
| per, told me all that had paſſed between 
him and Sir Gabriel Syluius, upon the Sub- 
ect of the Peace; which all ended in this: 
That your Majeſty deſired a good Peace, 
ei and that his Highneſs deſired nothing more 
nW than a good one, but not an ill one; 
which on the contrary he would hinder it 
ni he could, That all the Queſtion was, 
M 3 what 
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what was a good Peace: And upon that, n 
had deſired of Sir Gabriel Sybvius, as he 
had before done of me; to know your 
Majeſty's Mind, and upon what Terms n 
you deſired or thought fit the Peace ſhoud 6 
be made: That Sir Gabriel Sylvius had © 
anſwered; You had given him no Com. E 
miſſion to give that Scheme, and would E 
reſerve your ſelf till the Treaty. Upon ©: & 
which his Highneſs had replyed, that 
then for his part, he would neither hely t 
nor hinder the Peace: That it would be  £ 
made when one of the Parties were beaten | 7 
out of the Field, but not till then; unleßb Ie © 
your Majeſty would declare to all the Par. ] 
ties upon what Terms you thought fit, and | 
deſired to make it; and in this Caſe it 
would be done in a Week. | 14 
[ tell your Majeſty this, that for your 4 
better Light you may compare it with! 
the Notes you receive upon this Matter, | 
from Sir Gabriel Sylvias ; and thereby 
know whether the Prince's Diſcourſes ate 
different to different Perſons ; which I be. 
heve they are not, however they may be 
repreſented. And Iam confident, no rea. 
{onings can remove him from thoſe Inten- 
tions I have always given your Majeſly 
an Account of; unleſs the future Events 
of the War, or new Revolutions in the 
Confederacy ſhould inſpire him with 
n e + new 
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new Thoughts, or involve him in new 
Neceſſuies. . 

The prince in his laſt Viſit to me, told 
me, he believed one great Part of Sir 
Cabriel Sylvius his Errand hither, was come 
out tother day. That he had fallen into 
FE piſcourſe of the ill Poſture of the Eng/i/h 

Forces here, the Neceſſity of a Perſon of 
Quality being at the Head of them; and 

my Lord Offery's Deſire to ſerve him in 
that Charge, That upon the Prince's a- 
greeing in thoſe Points, Sir Gabriel Syl. 
vin pulled out a Letter and ſaid, twas 
one he had thought of writing to my 
Lord Arlington upon that Subject; if the 
prince approved it. That he read it to 
his Highneſs, who ſaid he thought it was 
well!; and that he might ſend it if he 
would. The Prince told me, he obſervy. 
ed the Paper was ſo worn in the Creaſes, 
that he knew it was a Thing brought out 
of England; and not written here as Sir 
Gabriel Sylvius pretended ; and believed it 
' was not only to go to my Lord Arlington, 
but that it came from him too. That he 
believed, it was not a Thing your Majeſty 
* knew of; and obſerved a Clauſe in it, 

which he thought was put in on purpoſe 
to ingratiate it to your Majeſty, though 
he had taken no notice of it to Sir Gabriel 
* Sylvins, 


7 
| 
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I took this Occaſion to tell his High'|* 
neſs ; that your Majeſty had talk'd with! 
me” when I was laſt in England, of thy 
Point; as of a Thing you would be glad 
of, and that might be provided for tyþ* 
private Concert between your Majeſty ] 
and his Highneſs, upon the Conclufion q 
a Treaty you intended of a nearer All. 
ance with this State, immediately afte 
the general Peace; which his Highneſs | 
find, thinks will be the proper Time fr 
it; as I 17 your Majeſty though \ 


too when you Diſcourſed it to me. Id 
not find any Reflections or Diſpoſitions in © | 
the Prince, different from what your Ma. 
jeſty has reaſon to deſire them upon this + | 
Occaſion ; and doubt not of ſeeing, ai 
other Meaſures eaſy between you, in cak We 
your Majeſty can have ſo much Credit 
with France; or ſo much good Fortune, 
as to help him out of this War with ſome 
Honour and Satisfaction. 

* Your Majeſty will pleaſe to uſe this 
Matter as a piece of Confidence from the 
Prince to me; though I thought it fit to 
be told your Majeſty, becauſe I remem- 
ber how averſe you were laſt Summer from 
ſuffering my Lord Offory to come over du- 
ring the War; and I thought you might 
be engaged in what you had no mind to, 
upon the Prince's ſeeming to prets you 
0 with 


- 
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with a Circumſtance of a new Strain ; 
or elſe be troubled to refuſe what he ſeem- 
ed ſo much to deſire. Whereas the Thing 
has riſen wholly in England, and not here 
as will be repreſented to you; ſo that the 
Matter is in your Majeſty to do juſt as you 
pleaſe, without any Danger of diſobliging 
the Prince, who is but paſſive in it. And for 
that Circumſtance which I ſuppofe, in- 
tended to value ſomebody or other, by the 
Shew of extraordinary Confidence, and to 
introduce ſome more private Negotiations 
tis a Fruit that I doubt, is not yet in Seaſon 
to be handled, nor will be before the gene- 


ral Peace is made, which muſt make way 
for all nearer Meaſures between your Ma- 


jeſty and the Prince; and I am the more 
of this Opinion, becauſe I remember it 


was abſolutely your Majeſty's when I left 


you. 


l humbly beg your Majeſty's Pardon for 


this Trouble, and your Acceptance of that 
true and paſſionate Devotion, wherewith 


I am and ſhall be ever, 


Terr Majeſty's moſt Loyal, and 


moſt Ob ed ient S ubject and Servant. 


To 


. 
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To Sir Fofeph Williamſon. 
Hague, March 24. S. N. 1676, 


SIR, 


Ince my laſt of the 20tb I have none 

_» from you, tho a Pacquet be come in; 

And I expected from your laſt of the 34 
to know his Majeſty's Mind in your next, 
concerning my formal propoting the late 
Expedient after the Knowledge given you 
of the firſt Reception it met with here. 
I have been ſince endeavouring all I could 
to make better way for it, in caſe his Maje- 
{ty continue his pleaſure of having it done 
notwithſtanding the former Diſcourag. 
ment. I have ſince talked with ſeveril 
that are in the Councils here, as well as 
with the Penſioner upon that Subject, but 
can gain no Ground with any of them, 
Aſter all my Reaſonings with the Penſio- 
ner, and telling him the Orders ] had to 
make the formal Propoſition, and deſiring 
him to give a hand to it, as the only way 
left to keep up any Appearance of the Con- 
greſs; he told me, that he could not un- 
dertake to ſay what would be the States 
mind, but he had very gqod N 
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om knowing what it had been: For tho 


mine would be perhaps a more formal way 


of propoſing it, yet Monſieur Van Beunin- 
ghen's was, as he writ them from the King's 


own Mouth, and thereupon was conſider. 


ed and debated by the States, and with 


their Allies, in the ſame manner that mine 


would be; and therefore he was confident 
it could have no other Reception. For the 
States, he ſaid, they would be very glad to 
receive it, or any other Advance towards 
the Treaty ; but that no one Miniſter of 
their Allies, but had expreſs'd a diſlike to 
it: And the Emperor's Reſident had ſaid, 
That beſides his Me ſter, he would engage 
his Head it would be refuſed by the Prin- 
ces of the Empire. The Penſioner added, 
That befides the Delays bf new Orders, to 
which they all had recourſe , the Thing 


- would be repreſented at the ſeveral Courts 
bythe Miniſters here, who were all preju- 


dic d againſt it; and I might judge what 
| was to be expected from the Impreſſions 


they were like to give, That it was im- 
poſlible for the States to break from their 
Allies in this matter, having delay'd ſo long 


the Treaty at Cologne, upon the Point of 
* Lorain, when they were in ſo much worſe 


Condition than now. That they had Rea- 


ſon to hope his Majeſty would prevail with 


France, in a Point wherein he had always 
A aſſured 
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aſſured Monſieur Van e there | | 
ſhould be no Difficulty. He offered to ſen Þ- 


me ſeveral of Monſieur Van Beuninghens | © 


Letters with that Aſſurance ; but I tod! 
him, I believed eaſily his Majeſty did not! 
foreſee it, and was ſurprized with it when 
it came firſt from France, and ſorry to meet 
with it. But the Caſe was now to find our 
an Expedient, ſince France was unmovabl: 
upon the Offices his Majeſty had already 
performed in that Court; and that their 
parts were to conſider, whether the Con. 
greſs imported them ſo far as to paſs over 
ſuch Forms as were of noconſequence at all 
to the ſubſtance of rhe Treaty; or whether 
they were content the Congreſs ſhould ab. 
ſolutely break upon them. He anſwered 
me, that if it broke on the Frezch ſide, and 
upon a Point ſo unjuſt, they muſt have Pa. 
tience : That he ſaw very well Franc 
would forcethisState upon theReſolutionsol 
continuing the War,which was both againſt 
their Mind and againſt their Intereſt ; but 
if it muſt be fo, and Spazz would find a way 
to relieve them of the Subſidies they paid 
abroad; Nous feroas bien voir 4 la France, 
que nous ne ſommes pas encore . hors d haltine. 
{ tell you his Words, becauſe they are of a 
Strain that i had never heard from the Pen. 
ſionor ſince my coming over; all his Dil- 
courſes having uſed to carry a Beat to the 
3 Peace, 


A 
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Peace, and an Opinion of its neceſſity. But 
upon this Occaſion, and ſome heat it gave 
him, he told me, They had ordered Monſi- 
eur Hemskerke to make the Propoſition at 
Madrid, and he doubted not but it would 
be accepted, if ever the Gallions arrived, 
or they could be perſuaded in Spain to cut 
off all Penſions for three Years. 
I gave you a hint ſome time ſince of this 


being upon the Anvil among the Confede- 


rates, but did not imagine it would work 


up very faſt ; becauſe I toreſaw it muſt draw 


on a Guaranty of the laſt Conqueſts upon 


Sweden: But that will not need, if Spazx 


- ſhould be able to pay the whole preſent 


Subſidies ; and I perceive this State hath 


now a Proſpect of other Meaſures with 
Suweden than they thought of at that time. 


I have reaſoned upon this Expedient 
likewiſe with the Marqueſs de Grana up. 
on his Return from Bruſſels. He adds 
one Thing more to what I hear againſt 
it from the reſt ; which is, by asking how 
his Maſter the Emperor can leave ſuch a 
Diſcontent at Heart, of a Prince to whom 
he hath already intruſted a great part of his 


Forces, and is reſolved to commit the 


Charge of his whole Army this Year, in 
Caſe any Difficulties ſhould happen in 
Count Montecuculi's coming to command it. 
I believe his Journey hither hath md ef; 
teck 


( 174 ) TY 
ſect upon the hopes of the Confederates” | 
by the Aſſurance he hath given them, | 
that his Maſter's Army ſhall be in the | 
Field, and encamped before the 20th of 


April, and ſtronger than in any of the Þ 


laſt Campaigns. What I believed of the 
Conference among the Contederates held 
at the time of my writing laſt, proved 
true: They agreed upon ſending their 
Paſſports and a Ship of this State for 
the Swediſh Plenipotentiaries ; tho the Da. 
niſb Miniſters was brought to it 4 recy. 


lons. But I find here that Monſieur Romyl, | 


Envoy of this State at Stockholm, hath 
hot only aſſured them, that they will 
ſend their Plenipotentiaries away to Nj. 
meguen upon the Arrival of the Ship; 
but that they will come inſtructed to do 
all they can to procure a ſudden gener: 


Peace; and if that cannot be compoſed, © 


to make a particular Peace for that 
Crown. And he writes them word, That 


df Sd 0 * 
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a Reſolution of the Senate is already paſsd Þ 


to this Purpoſe. Though this whole Mat- 
ter paſſeth between the States and Monjicur 
Sylvercroon without any mention of France; 
and he gives it to me a very good Turn, 
of only haſtning the Delays neceſſary to 
fo long a Journey; and pretending to 
belteve theſe Difficulties raiſed by France, 

upon 
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ipon the Matter of - Paſſports | may 


poſſibly have been occaſioned, be- 


* cauſe they would not come to the 


Congreſs before the Swedes could be 
there: Yet I ſee plainly, the States 
reckon upon the Swedes coming to 
Nimeguen, though the Difficulties with 
France ſhould continue; and conſequent- 


A If that there will be a Congreſs 
im 


is Summer, whether the French Ple- 


nipotentiaries come to it or no. And this 


I thought fit his Majeſty ſhould have 


early Advice of, that he might order 
his Mealures accordingly, in æaſe it 
: ſhould happen, and conſider how far 
the Progreſs of ſuch a Matter ſhould 
be attended and obſerved by his Mi- 


niſters; and whether with any Endea- 


vours, either publick or private, either of 


aſſiſting or oppoſing it. 


The Emperor's Miniſter here hatli 


in the late Conferences among the 


Confederates, made great Complaints 
of Mr. Stelton having received at 


| Nerimberg, the Orders ſent him to 


make a Halt in his Journey, had, 


notwithſtanding, gone afterwards from 
thence to Ratisboune, and reſolved to 


make his ſtay there; and had fallen 


into 


— —— — — — — 
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into many ſecret Conferentes with 4 
French Gentleman, who is a Miniſter of the! 


Duke of Bavaria there. That by it he had 
raiſed great Reflections among the Mini. 
ſters of the Emperor and the Confederate 
Princes, eſpecially upon obſervation that 
many of theſe Meetings had been in the 
Night, or elſe at Places out of Town, that 
ſeemed choſen expreſsly for the ſecrecy of 
them. The States anſwered at the Confe. 
rence, That they did not think theſe Ci. 


cumſtances of weight to be taken notice: 


of to his Majeſty , as Monſieur Campricit 
defired. However, both the Prince and 
Penſioner told me of it, though without 
pretending to make any Complaints: 
And I told them my own Belief, tha 
there could be nothing of this kind by any 
Commiſſion of his Majeſty's ; and tht 
what was, might be only Perſonal Ae. 
quaintance and Converſation between 
themſelves. | 

Mr. Meredith told you laſt Week of 
eight Ships of War gone out of the Texel 
without any Noiſe of their Preparation or 
Diſpatch. I hear certainly they ate 
Twelve or Fourteen, and commanded by 


one Bringiſt (as I remember his Name is) Þ 


who is Vice-Admiral of Frizland, anda 


very Bold Man. Iam aſſured of a Thos: 
an 


ä 
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| find Land- men aboard; but the whole 
* hath been carried on by the Expence of 
the Admiralty, without any Supply from 
the State; and with ſuch ſecrecy, that I 
cannot poſſibly learn upon what Deſign. 


am, 
SIR, 


Tours &c. 
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To the KING. 


Hague, March 27. S. N. 1656. 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty. 


received by the laſt Letter from Mr. Se. 

cretary Williamſon the knowledge of a 
Juſtification made him by aDaziſh Envoy at 
London, of the Daniſh Envoy's Carriage 
and Expreſſions here, upon the Propoſal of 
Your Majeſty's late Expedient tranſmitted Þ 
by Monſieur Van Beuningben. Beſides what 
I have written upon this Subject to Mr. Se. 
cretary ; I could not but take notice of 2 
Proceeding ſo diſingenuous as to let you 
Majeſty know, that the Prince telling me 
how that Propoſal was received by the Al. 
lies, added, that one of them ſaid among 
other warm things; Qu on ne pretendoit pu 


fe metre ſous la tutele du Roy d Angleterre. 


His Highneſs faid, he would not tell me 


who it was, and I reply'd, he needed not,for ! 


I knew the Stile too well, not to be ſure Þ 
it was Monfieur Meyercroon's : The Prince 
conte(s'd it was ſo, but deſired me not to 
ſpeak of it: Ido it now only to your Ma. 
jeſty; and that your Majeſty may ſee how 


tar you may rely upon the at g 
uch 
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ſach Foreign Miniſters, who ſay only what 

they think will pleaſe, inſtead of what they 

know is true. If your Majeſty defireth 

to make any farther uſe of this than your 

own Information, Iwill ask the Prince leave 

to tell it; if not, I hope your Majeſty will 

manage his Highneſs's Credit with his Al- 

lies, and mine with him; and that you 

will pleaſe to pardon this Interruptio- 
from , 


SIR, 
Tour Majeſty's moſ, I 
Loyal and moſt Obediext 


Subject and Servant 
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To Mr. Secretary Williamſon. 


Hague, March 27. S. N. 1676 


"TE $ 
Y yours of the 292h paſt I received 
Orders to propoſe his Majeſty's lat 


Expedient formally to this State; but upor 
the Prince of Orange s Advice, I gave you 


notice of my deferring it till his Majeſty; 


Pleaſure known, after the Account I had gi. 


ven of its Reception here upon Mone, 
Van Beuninghen's tranſmitting it from hi 
Majeſty's own Mouth, and a formal Con 


ference between the States and all their Al. 


lies upon it. By yours of March the 34,1 | 


received the Notice of that Account being 
come to your hand, but was referred to 


the next for knowledge of his Majeſtys 


Mind upon it, after the producing it the 


Sunday following at the Foreign Committe. 
The Tueſday's Poſt aſter that brought me 


nothing at all from you; but the next i. 
day's Poſt being now come in, brought me 


yours of the 10th Current; which ſays not 


a word more to me upon this whole Mat- 


States , and their Allies Anſwer upon the 


S 
ter, but that his Majeſty expected the 


- 
ä 
5 


( 181 ) 


point. I thought it my Duty immediatelY 


upon receipt of this Letter, and conſidera- 
tion of the former Circumſtancs, to put in 


the Incloſed Memorial with the Formal 
* Propoſition of it to the States; though I 
had in two late ones of mine given you ac- 
count both from the Prince's and Penſio- 
' ner's, and ſeveral other's Diſcourſes, what 
ſucceſs I had reaſon to expect, and conſe- 
_ why I delay d it till farther Or- 


ers. I know very well that the Count 4 


Eftrades in his Ambaſly here received twice 


poſitive Orders from the King his Maſter, 


to propoſe Things in his Name to the 


States , which had been grounded upon 
Monſieur Van Beuninghen's Diſcourſes in that 
Court ; but the Count finding that they 


KF would be retuſed here, ſuppreſſed his Or- 
ders, and ſent his Maſter Word that he had 


done ſo , becauſe he would not expoſe his 
Majeſty's Name and Honour in a Thing 
wherein he was ſure to be refuſed. I know 


very well his Conduct was both approved, 


and he received Thanks for it from the 


Moſt Chriſtian King. I confeſs mine 


| ſhould have been the ſame upop this Occa- 


ſion, if I had not known my want of Cre- 


N dit to ſupport me ; and that in ſuch Caſes 
| tis fit for ſuch a Man only to obey, which 


muſt be my part ; and therefore it will be 


"| yours to expect it from me, and to conſi- 


der- 


* 
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der how I am inſtructed, I could not yet 


receive any Anſwer to my Memorial, be. 


cauſe they would be ſure to do nothing in 
it, without a Conference with their Allies, 
but ſhall preſs them to it with Diligence, 
and with Wiſhes, that I may find my {elf de. 
ceived in the Meaſures I have taken here, or 
given from hence in this Matter ; though I 
do not remember to have yet failed in thoſe 
I have hitherto given you, in any one Point, 
and ſhould be glad to be put in mind of it, 
if i do. 

For thoſe given his Majeſty by the Fo. 
reign Miniſters about him, I think you 
have had ſome Experience of late how they 
are to be rely'd upon : And tho' they may 
be excuſed as proceeding from ſo good and 
io important a Deſign, as I ſvppoſe they 
have, of making their Court well to his 


Majeſty, by ſuch Advances or Complian- 


ces as have been lately among them; yet! 
doubt whether you have reaion to ground 


upon them, ſo far in MatteFs where his Ma- 


jeſty's Service may be concerned. 


1 told the Prinee, that Don Pedro de Ron- i 


quil/o had approved of his Majeſty's Expe- 
dient there; upon which his Highneſs re- 
ply'd, That it might be ſo ; but he was ſure 

e had written to Pon Emanuel de Lyra in a 
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very diſſerent Style. You now tell me, that 
the Dauiſb Envoy there came on purpoſe 
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to you; to juſtifie their Miniſter here upon 
his having been repreſented. from hence to 
have oppoſed and argued againſt his Maje- 
ſty's Expedient ; whereas he never had ex- 
preſs d anyDiſlike or Prejudice to that Mat- 
ter. I deſire you will pleaſe to tell your 
Daniſh Envoy from me (at leaſt if you 
think fit) that T will leave that Matter to 
be diſputed by Monſieur Meyereroon with the 
Prince of Orange and the Penſioner Fagel ; 
who both told me very much the contrary, 
and I own to have written ſo from their 
Mouths. And fince he brings me into the 
Liſts upon this Occaſion ; I do not only 
name my Principals, but I queſtion not to 
find iv much Credit with ſome of the Mi- 
niſters of the Allies here, as to know ſome 
remarkable Words of Monſieur Meyercroon's 
upon this Occaſion at the Conference, 
which will be very fit for his Majeſty to 
know,whether he pleaſes to diſcourſe them 

or no. 

I will add but one word more upon this 
Subject, which is, that what Meaſures I 
give you of this kind, I have ſrom the 
Prince's and Penſioner's Diſcourſes, in 
which I have not yet found my ſelf decei- 
ved, nor ever known their Opinions conte- 
ſed by the States here once ſince my com- 
ing over, in any Matter that concerned 


Feace or War, or any Foreign Allianres. 
1 N 4 On 


* 
On the other ſide, if you doubt of a 


giving you other Lights at any time thy 
they give me, I am content you ſhoy| 
ſend any Letter of mine over to them 
another Hand, and know whether! * 
either deceived, or been deceived in m 


Reports from their Diſcourſes with me, 


am, 
SIR; 


Tour, &c, 


To 


( 185 ) 


To Sir Foſeph Williamfon. 


Hague, March 21ſt, 8. N. 1676, 


SIR, 
N my laſt Letter of the 277, I gave 
you an Account of my having pro- 
poſed his Majeſty's Expedient formally to 
the States. But having done it aſter many 
Diſcouragements, in my leveral Diſcourſes 
with;the Prince, Pcnfioner,and other Mini- 
ſters of this State as well as their Allics ; 
and without any direct Orders from his 
Majeſty, aiter he had received the Know- 
ledge of thoſe Diſcouragements : I was in 
ſome Pain to judge whether I had done 
well or no, till I was eaſed of it by yours 
of the 14%; which brought me his Ma- 
jeſty's poſitive Command to that purpoſe. 
[ have yet no Anſwer to my Memorial, nor 
can expect it before this Poſt gocs away; 
this aſternoon being appointed for the 
Conference between the States and their 
Allies upon it. Yeſterday was the Con- 
ference of the Commiſſioners with the 
Prince; who told me, the States conti 
nued of the ſame Mind they were; which 
was, that they could not break from their 


A | 
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Allies in this Point, notwithſtanding their 
Deſires to comply with any thing that 
ſhould be propoſed by his Majeſty : He 
added, that the Miniſters of the Confede. 
rates here, would, he believed, make 
no other Anſwer, but that having no 
Power to conclude upon ſuch a Point; 
they would report it to their reſpective 
Principals, and expect their Orders. I 
told the Penſioner ſince my laſt, the Juſti- 
fication that had been made you there, by 
Monfieur Gioel, of the Daniſh and Bran. 
denburgh Miniſters Carriage here upon 
this Matter, and what I had written to 
you upon it, of my leaving Monſieur 
Meyercroon to diſpute that Matter with the 
Prince and him. The Penſioner replyed, 
that he knew very well he ſhould nor be 
troubled with any ſuch Diſpute ; for nei- 
ther Monfieur Meyercroon nor Blaſpyle 
would ſay that to him, which they were 
faid to have written into England. That 
the Warmth of Monſieur Meyercroon had 
been greater than any other Miniſter'shere; 
and Monſieur Blaſpyle had that very mor- 
ning told him again, that the more he 
had thought of that Expedient, the morg 
he found it impracticable; becauſe not 
only the Form of the Paſſports muſt be 
lefr to his Majeſty, but in caſe of any Diffi- 
culty, or Breach of them which ſhould 

occaſion 
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occaſion Diſputes among the Parties, the 


Interpretation of them mult be left to his 
Majeſty too: Nor could it eaſily be found 


> out how the Violator of any ſuch Paſſport 


ſhould be puniſhed, which was proper for 
every Prince to do in caſe of his own Sub- 


' jects, as twas a Right that could not be 


given up to another. | 

That you may have one Inſtance more, 
how ingenuouſly you are dealt with by the 
Foreign Miniſters with you in this Matter: 
The Prince told me that Monſieur Van 


Beuning hen writ in his laſt Letter; that 


he was encouraged to preſs this Matter 
ſtill, by the Hopes I gave his Majeſty that 
it would be accepted here. Whereas you 
know what the Style of my Letters has 
been upon this Subject, from my very firſt 
Diſcourſes with the Prince. Nor could 
they have been true if they had been o- 


- therwiſe : Nor ſhall Jever give his Majeſty 


any Repreſentations that I do not think 
to be Right and True, till he ſhall pleaſe 


to tell me, that he had rather be deceiv- 


ed with falſe Lights, than be diſpleaſed 
with true ones. 

Upon what you tell me of a Reſoluti- 
on of the States that came by chance to 
your Hands, bearing date the 20th of 


| March, which was the Day the Prince firſt 


ſpoke to me of this Matter; and that it 
3 | would 
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would have been well that you had receiy: | 


ed a Copy of it earlier from my Hands 
I will confeſs, I knew ſuch a Reſolution 
was taken, but not at all the Words o 
Particulars of it ; and that about four 
five days aſter, I ſaw a Copy of it; and 
in my next Letter ſent you an Account f 
what was in it. But it is not a Thing you 


muſt expect of me, to be able to give yo 
Copies or Accounts of ſuch Reſolutions; 


though you call them Reſolutions of the 
States-General : Whereas though they pal; 
for ſuch, and have the Authority ot them, 


yer they are ſo far from being ſo, thu Þþ 


many times the States- General know no- 


thing of them in three Months after they 


are taken. And though you are pleaſed to 
ſay, that Copy came to your Hands by 
chance, yet I am ſure it muſt have come 
by Monſieur Van Beuningben, or ſome o. 
thers oi the States Miniſters in other 
Courts, or elſe by the Miniſters of ſome 
of their Allies. And upon this Occaſion 
it will be fit to inform you of a Conſtits- 
tion in this State, which I ſuppoſe you are 
not acquainted with ; but which is become 
the chief Reſſort of the Government here. 

In the War between his Majeſty and 


this State, begun the Year 1665; Mon-! 


ſicur de Mit propoſed and procured a Com- 
miſlioa to be granted by the enn 
4 ral 
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al to eight Commiſſioners, of which, two 
| | Holand, and one of each of other Pro- 
vince; who were called the Commiſſion- 


- 


ers of Secret Affairs. Theſe were then 
choſen of ſuch Men who were perfectly 
in Confidence with him. Power was giv- 
en them by their Commiſſion, to Delibe- 
rate, to Act, to Execute, in all Matters 
that were referred to them by the States, 
with the ſame Authority that the States 
themſelves could do ; and yet the Liberty 
'of doing it with ſuch Secrecy, that they 
were not bound to give any Account of 
what they reſolved to the States; but at 
ſuch times as they themſelves thought fit. 
The Matters referred to their Manage- 
ment, were all that concerned the War, 
any Foreign Alliances, the Propoſals and 
even Concluſions of Treaties; in caſe 
they were eſteemed neceſſary to be kept 
ſecret for a time, upon particular Reaſons 
of State, All Reſolutions taken by theſe 
Commiſſioners were ſigned by the Deputy 
as Preſident, who was of the {ame Pro- 
vince with the Preſident of the States. Ge- 
neral, who was the only Offcer that at- 
tended theſe Commiſſioners in their ſecret 
Deliberations. Theſe Reſolutions ſo ſign- 
ed were ſent to their Generals, Admirals, 
Ambaſſadors, and other publick Miniſters 
abroad for their Inſtructions, by whiclt 
they 
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they acted ; and were obſerved and obey; | 
as the Reſolutions of the States Genery | 
who had indeed only the Name and om 


whilſt theſe Commiſſioners had the why}, 


management of Peace and War; and thegitÞ* 
poſal of Offices and Levies of Moneys n 
mained (as you know) in the Provincad 


Aſſemblies. It was with theſe Men I con 
cluded that Treaty in 1668, in five d 
time, which made ſo great a Change inth 
Meaſures of Chriſtendom : And Monfeur | 
Witt there told me, that by this Inſtitut, 


on, the Government had avoided thoſe tw 


Reproaches uſually laid upon Commer. 
wealths, of wanting Secrecy in thei 
Councils, and ſuddenneſs in their Execut. 
ons. 


Upon the laſt Change of the Govem 


ment here, and the reſtoring of the Prince 
of Orange to the Poſt of his Anceſtors ; this 
Inſtitution of Monſieur de Witt was thought 
fit to be continued, but with this on! 
Change; they were firſt to conſult with his 
Highneſs before they paſs'd any Reſoluti. 
ons; which, in ſhort, has devolved the 


whole Power and Management of Afairs Þþ 
upon the Prince in conjunction with theſe 
Commiſſioners ; of whom the Penſioner is 
one, and hath the Influence among the reli Þ 
that onfieur de Witt had before. This, 
as you may imagine, is ſtomach'd by ma- 

ny 
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Sy in the Province and the Towns; but 
however it goes down, and being grown 
Into a Piece with the Authority of the 
Prince, does not ſeem likely to change but 
ith the Diminution thereof. 
vet the Penſioner in any difficult Caſes 
ſometimes ſummoneth the Miniſters of the 
Twelve chief Towns in the Province of 
Holland to conſult with; and upon the next 
aſſembly of the States of Holland uſually 
gives them an Account of all Matters that 
Fhave been acted by the Commiſſioners 
ſince the preceding Aſſembly, unleſs they 
judge the reaſon or neceſſity of Secrecy to 
continue ſtill. The Penſioner told me, he 
had laſt Week given them an Account ol all 
that had paſs'd in the Difficulties of the 
Paſſports, and eſpecially that of Lorain - 
The Reſolution of their Allies to ſtick to 
that Point of haviep that Duke's Style al- 
lowed him; and the Opinion of the Com- 
miſſioners, that this State was bound by 
their Treaties to adhere to them in that 
Pretence, That the States of Holland had 
1 unanimouſly approved of their Conduct in 
this whole Matter. 
* Now the Reſolution you mention of the 
States General, was a Reſolution of theſe 
| Commiſſioners (ho are called ſometimes, 
of the Secret, and ſometimes of the Fo- 
„ reign Affairs, which is indeed their proper 
y Buſineſs 
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Buſineſs ſince the change of the Govan:| 
ment, the management of the War being 
left wholly to the Prince); nor do I be. 
lieve the States General have yet amy 
knowledge of that Reſolution; nor is tg 
be had otherwiſe than from the Prince 9 
one of theſe eight Commiſſioners, who ar 
ſworn to Secrecy, or ſome of the Ambaſſ, 
dors or Foreign Miniſters of this State, 9 
whom ſuch Reſolutions are uſually ſent; 
to ſome for Inſtruction, and for Informai. # 
on to others who are in credit with th: 
Government. This, I thought, might be 
very material for his Majeſty and Miniſten i 
to know, as the main Reſſort of the preſent 
Government, and by which you my 
judge where the Power lies, how it mor- 
eth, and what is often meant by Reſoluti- 
ons of the States General, which is grown 
a Term common to them and to thek 
Commiſſioners. 

I have delivered his Majeſty's Letter; 
for the Emperor and Duke of Branden 
burg, to their reſpective Miniſters here, ſo 
as you may reckon upon them as gone a. 
way by this Days Ordinary. The Mar- 
quis de Grana is ſtill here, detained for theſe 
two or three laſt days upon the Endea- 
vours of compoling the Pretenfions of the 
ſeveral Confederates to the paſt and future 
Conqueſts in the Dutchy of Bremen; their 

Diſſentions 
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| Diſſentions having given ſomeDelay to the 


bectinning of that Siege. 
3 c he Kass of Halle reſolved this laſt 
Aſſembly upon the building of Six Ships, 
four whereof to be of eighty Guns a piece. 
FF told the Prince, I believed they did it for 
good Countenance, and to make the 
World believe they were richer than the 
found themſelves : His Highneſs ſiniled, 
and ſaid, it might be ſo; but upon France 
having ſo many Ships, and of the greateſt 
Rate, he thought they might have reaſon 
here to look a little more about them. But 
for himſelf, he had no part in this Reſolu- 
tion, and would have been glad the Mo- 
hey might have been employed this Year 
upon the Land Forces. That it was done 
by the States of Holland, and at the In- 
ſence of the chief Trading Towns, eſpe- 
Wrially Amfterdam and Rotterdam. I told 
the Prince, they might talk what they 
Fouid of the French, and their Growth at 
dea: But whenſoever I ſaw them building 
$hips here of that Size, I ſhould believe it 
was done with ſome Reflexions upon us. 
The Prince replied theſe Words: Sba/! 7 
tel you the Truth > Tou may be ſure while the 
World ſtands, we will never fall out with 
England, if we can help it; but if you will 
fall out with us whether we will or no, we 
Poul be ſorry to be found unprovided. J Gid, 
O be⸗ 


1 — 


A 


„ | 
1 meg would be * wy as t other 
now his Highneſs was where he ſhould ble! 
And ſo he Mare ended, date 


Tours, &ec. 


To Sir William Godolphin, 
Hague, April 14. S. N. 1676 | 


My LORD, 
| hen the Honour of one from your EI 
cellency of the 25th paſt, by this O- 
dinary, which gave me an Account witli 
more Certainty and Particulars of the Ru 
mor we had before concerning the Arrival 
of the Spaniſh Galliens. The Reflexion 
you make upon it are a true Picture of Mai 
kind, and the Motions that are frequent) 
made in their Minds, by Accidents tha 


touckf 


R 
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7 (ich them perhaps no farther than their 
Ears. The Effects of this Kind reach ever 
to theſe Parts, and I believe, to the very 

extent of this great Confederacy. This 

Place is now as dead as I have ſeen any 

great Town, or Seat of Publick Buſineſs, 

the Prince being gone laſt Week into the 

Field, at leaſt, to the firſt Rendevous of his 

| Troops near Roſendale, and with him all 

the Company that uſed to fill this Place. 

The Diſgrace of the Chancellor in Den- 
| mark, and the Preparations for the Siege of 
Staden and Philipsburg take up moſt Talk 
here at this Time, but will, I ſuppoſe, 

ſoon give way to the Actions now likely to 

begin ſomething nearer us: The French 

Deſigns upon 7pre, Aire, or Charlemont, or 
| ſome other conſiderable Place in Flanders: 
being like to open a great Scene there. 
The Forces of the Confederates will cer- 
| tainly be very great, as well as thoſe of the 

French; and ſeem all to conſpire to- 


Wards a very Active and Bloody Cam: 


* paign. 


| The Talk of the Congreſs ſeems fs 
, out of date, that I am concerned for 
Sir Lyonel Fenkins his Melancholly Poſt 


= at Nimeguen; which {till continues in 


| Expectation, rather than Hopes of ſome 
| O 2 lucky 
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lucky Incident that may till revive 
it, 


Jam ever with much Reſpect and J. rut 
My LORD, 
Tour Excellency's 
moſt Faithful 


Humble Servant. 


K I N G. 


Hague, April 234. S. N. 1676. 


To the 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


HE Day before the Prince of Orang 
left this Place, I attended him at 


Flounſlerdyke upon his own Appointment; 
and telling me ſeveral times that lie has 


ſomething to ſay to me before he went into 
the Field, and deſired it might be there, 


and at ſome Leiſure. When we were alone 
1 


r e C—_——_. E.G 


7 
* 
; 
] 


I would eaſily believe t 
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in the Garden, he was rnd to tell me; 


e Inſtances of the 
State, and of his Friends, as well as the 


Condition of his Family, muſt needs have 


put him often upon the Thoughts of Mar- 
rying; but he had been ſtill in hopes that 


the Concluſion of a Peace would have made 


way for it ſooner than he now thought it 
was like to do : For at preſent, he did not 
ſee when or how that could be brought a- 
bout, unleſs your Majeſly would reſolve 
upon ſuch Conditions as you ſhould think 
fit to have it made upon ; and fo propoſe 
them to the Parties, who were otherwiſe 
too diſtant in their Pretenſions to agree ea- 
fly themſelves. That upon this Proſpect 
he began to think, his Marriage could not 
longer attend upon the Motions of the 
Peace, which might be very ſlow and un- 


certain; and therefore he would tell me 


freely, that he was reſolved, in caſe he re- 
turned from this Campaign, to negle no 
time or Paces that could be made in the 


| Purſuit of it. That for the Perfon, I might 
be ſure his Inclinations would lead him in- 
to England, though he did not know what 


Diſpoſitions he thould meet with there; 


and while the War laſted, it might on this 


ſide admit of much Reflexions, both from 


| this State and their Allies. That however 
he would not go into the Fieid without 


O 3 writing 
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ariting to your Majeſty, and to the D 
of what he had fo much at heart; and va = 
ging the Permiſſion that immediately aft; 
t 


e Campaign ended, he might go over in. 


to England. That he thought this would 
be neceſſary, both the t he might make h 


own Purſuit himſelf, in an Affair that ſo 
nearly concerned him; and that by asking 


leave ſo early, no time might be loſt upon 


that Occaſion , when the Campaign wi 
over. That he had Reaſon to deſire, thi 
Affair might at preſent be managed with 
all the ſecrecy that could be, and therefor 
was reſolved to put the Letters concerning 
it into my Hands, and deſired my Wit 
might deliver them both to your Majeſy 
an 


his Royal Highneſs, and that he woll 


take care to ſend them to me before h: 
ROE | 


This was the Sum of his Highneſs hi ö 


Diſcourſe to me when I took leave of hin; 
and his Letters both tor your Majeſty and 
the Duke being ſome days after come to 


my hands, I thought it my Duty to ſendiÞ 


them according to the DircAions I receiv 
from the Prince, and ſhall leave your Ma- 


. 


jeſty to know the reſt irom his own Hand; 
tho I think I have not miſtaken any thing! 
of what he ſaid to me upon this Occaſ- 

on. I ſhall not farther increaſe you 


Majeſty's preſent Trouble, than by the] 
FEE I $7 e's 4.3 5 humble 


0990 


humble Profeſſions of that perſe@t Devori. 
n uberenith Tam and ſhall be ever, 


STR; 


Tour Majeſty's, &“. 


To the Duke of YO RK. 
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Hague, April 23d. S. N. 1676. 


Moy it pleaſe Tour Highneſs, 


; HEN I took leave of the Princt 
b 4 of Orange at his going to the Ar- 
my, he was pleaſed to tell me the Reſolu- 
tions he had taken of Writing to yourHigh- 
neſs upon an Occaſion he had ſo much. at 
heart; and that he would do it before he 
vent into the Field. He ſaid, he was reſol. 
ved to apply himſelf directly to your High. 
neſs in all that concerned-it, and to 
your Interceſſion with his Majeſty, that he 
might have leave to go over into England 
immediately after the Campaign ended. 
That he would likewiſe write to his Maje- 


O 4 ty 
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ſty at the ſame time, to beg his Permiſſion 
And becauſe he had reaſbn to defire bt 
whatever Paces he made at preſent in thi; | 
Point might be ſecret, = was reſolved to 
put his Letters into my Hands; and deſirel! 
that my Wife upon her going over, mightÞ © 
her ſelf deliver them both to his Majeſty 
and your Highneſs, I thought it my Duty 
to obſerve theſe Directions; And having 4 

1 


by the ſame Hand given his Majeſty an Ae. 
count of the Manner and Circumſtanc 
with which the Prince was pleaſed to ente: - 
into theſe Diſcourſes ; I ſhall not preſum 
to trouble your Highneſs with the bare Re 
petition of them, nor with any thing mor 
at preſent than the humble Profeſſions d 
the Devotion and Truth wherewith I an 
We: oo HUE HY 


S R, 


ns 


Tour Highneſs.s, &c. 
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C To Fir Foſeph Williamſon, 
| Hague, May ig. S. N. 1676+ 
= | 
SIR, 
| ID Y the laſt Poſt I had nothing worth 
4 your Trouble farther than the Notice 
| of what I received from the Penſioner as 
the Pacquet was cloſing ; that he hoped 
the Exchange of the Paſſports might be 
made the next Day, or on Munday at fartheſt. 
*T heard no more from him till Sunday Night; 
but finding a Conference had been appoint- 
de for eight a Clock on Munday Morning up- 
on that Subject, between theStates and their 
Allies, I thought fit to ſpeak with the Pen- 
ſioner late on Sunday Night, and endeavour 
to know of him, whether there were any 
new Occaſion of this Delay, in a Matter 
that I thought deſerved a better and ſpeedi- 
er Reception. He told me, the true Rea- 
fon was, that the Emperor's Miniſter had 
not yet the Paſſports in his hands, but that 
FF they were at Cologne, from whence he was 
certain to receive them that Night: And 
hat aſter the next Conference, the Depy- 
nes of the States would certainly attend 
14 me 
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me with the neceſſary Paſſports; and mak: | 


the Exchange. 


I remember very well, that ſomeMonth; þ 
ſince, the Emperor's Miniſter affirmed to! 


be then poſſeſs d of all his Paſſports ; which 
I took notice of to the Penſioner, the De. 


lay being ſhort, and then ſo near an end 


But I have fince Reaſon to believe, the D. 
ſpatch he expected was from Duſſeldorp n. 
ther than Cologve, and concerted by hin 
with the Duke of Nieuburge, in order v 
the producing ſuch a Reſolution as I rect 
ved yeſterday from the States. The Pen. 
oner had before obſerved to me ſome diff 
rence between the Paſſports of France, and 
thoſe of the Confederates, and the neceſi 
ty of their inſiſting upon their being equi 
which I undertake for. One was, that tht 
Word Repaſſer was omitted in the Fren. 
Another was, that the Clauſe for Liberty o 
Couriers was fo likewiſe ; whereas hot 
were inſerted in thoſe of the Confederates 
And the third was, that there was but on 
French Paſſport for any of theConfederates, 
except only for Spain: Whereas thole of 
the Confederates were, three for the French 
and Swediſh Miniſters ; and ſo many would 
be neceſlary for each of the Confederates; 


ſince they might think fit to ſend ſo many 
Miniſters ; and either from ſeveral Places, 


or at ſeveral Times, ſo as not to be capable 
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ol uſing one Paſſport. In all theſe Mat- 
ters we found nothing of Canſequence to 
7 hinder the Exchange of Paſſports, and di- 
| ſpatch of them to the reſpective Miniſters. 
Since on the one ſide, I made no difficulty 
of engaging his Majeſty s Endeavours to 
> procure the Supplement of theſe Defects on 
the French Side: And on the other Part, the 
pPenſioner ſaid, they would declare, that in 
caſe that was refuſed, their Paſſports ſhould 
reach no farther than thoſe of France; which 
I did not conteſt. 
| Yeſterday, being Munday Afternoon, two 
'of the States Deputies came to me, and told 
me, they came from their Maſters, in the 
firſt place, to repeat their Thanks, and 
thoſe of their Allies to his Majeſty, for the 
nate Offices performed in this matter of the 
Lain Paſſports. In the next, to make the 
Exchange of them, having brought with 
chem thoſe of their Confederates ; and to 
put into my hands at the ſame time, theRe- 
| ſolution taken by the States and their Al- 
51 lies, declaring the Conditions upon which 
the Exchange was to be made. They ex- 
cuſed the Reſolutions, not being yet tranſ- 
d lated into French, by reaſon of the haſt 
; | they made to bring it me after it was agreed 
y | 22; but did undertake to read it to me in 
„ | french out of the Dutch Original. The 
| | fiſt part contained thoſe three Particulars 
% mentioned, 


, 
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mentioned, and in the ſame manner the 
Penſioner underſtood they ſhould paſs : By: 
after that came a Clauſe ; That whereas the 
Duke of Nieuburg was lately entered into 


the Confederacy ; that his Majeſty was de. 


fired likewiſe to procure Paſſports for his 
Miniſters, and an Aſſurance from the King 
of France of granting Paſſports to whatſo. 
ever Prince or State ſhould hereafter enter 
into their Alliance: Without both which 
the preſent Paſſports ſhould be of noForce 
or Effet. And with theſe Conditions they 
offered to make the Exchange of Pals 
ports, | 


I was, I confeſs, very much ſurprizel | 


to meet with a Clauſe fo little expected 
and, as I thought, ſo very impertinent; 
and thereupon told them without farther 
deliberation, my own Thoughts upon it. 
That for the ſmall Difference in the Form of 
Paſſports, I thought there would be no Dif. 
ficulty, and queſtioned not his Majeſty's 
Inſtances and Succeſs upon them: That tor 
the laſt, I eſteemed it a very unfit return to 


ſo much Pains as his Majeſty had taken in 


the purſuit of this Affair, and the Diligence 
he had uſed in the diſpatch of the Lorain 


Paſſports by Expreſs, immediately after he 


had with ſo much difficulty obtained them. 


That they had delayed the Exchange of Þ 
them now for eight Days, and at lng 
Me oro ls. offere 


. , - ' : 
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offered it with Conditions that I eſteemed 
wholly cluſory , and upon which for my 
own part I could not think fit to make the 
Exchange; not knowing what other Ad- 
vantage would be gained by it, than to 
keep the Paſſports of the Confederates as 
long in my Cabinet, as I had already done 
thoſe of France and Sweden: That upon the 
frſt offer of his Majeſty's Mediation, it was 
long before all the Confederates had accep- 
ted it; and long before they afterwards a- 
greed to a place of Treaty propoſed by his 
Majeſty, though in their own Territories. 
That in December laſt they ſignified to his 
F Majeſty the Names of all their Confede- 
rates for whom they deſired Paſſports, and 
upon the diſpatch whereof they then aſſu- 
*red the Delivery of theirs, and thoſe of the 
Confederates without farther Condition. 
That anIncident having fallen out upon the 
Style of the Duke of Lorain, his Majeſty 
had for ſeveral Months laboured for the re- 
moval of it, and at length obtained it with 
great difficulty. That when he now expe- 


| Qed the immediate change of the Paſſports, 


| and conſequently the ſudden forming of the 
Congreſs, wherein his Honour was fo far 
engaged ; they clogg'd it with two new 
Conditions ; of which I thought the firſt 


out of Form, and out of Time; and the o- 


ther wholly out of Reaſon and Practice. 
i That 


( 206 ) 


That for the Duke of Nzeuburg, Iknow be! 


was a Prince for whom his Majeſty had na 
only a particular Eſteem, but Kindneſs too 


and if either before or after the Exchang, 
of Paſſports, they ſhould have ſignified thy 


new Alliance to his Majeſty, and their De 


fires of Paſſports for him, I believed hisMz 
jeſty would employ the ſame Endeavour 


for his Miniſters, as for thoſe of the othe 


Allies. But hitherto his Majeſty had rec. 
ved no notice of his entring into the Co 
federacy, unleſs they intended he ſhoul 
have it from Gazetts : Nor had the Duked 
Nieuburg either received ſince the Offersd 
his Majeſty's Mediation, or, that I knowd, 


ſignified his Acceptation of it by him{ 


or the States, as all other their Allies hat 
done: And conſequently it was out of forn 
to deſire his Majeity's Offices in this Mats 


ter, before thoſe Circumſtances were palt 


And it was very much out of time to deſire 
them juſt upon the Exchange of the Pall 
ports, and with Condition of their being 
void without the ſucceſs of them, ſince the 
Exchange was intended for the ſudden 
meeting of the Plenipotentiaries at the 


Place of Congreſs. And this Condition] 
muſt of neceſlity delay it till both his Ma- 


xliy's Reſolution were known in mediating 


2 new Propoſal, and that of France in grant. 
ing it: In which ] Was not yet informed ol | 
either 


D fa pom ps en... r n 
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| either of their Intentions, nor could be till 
a return from both Courts. Thar, for the 
other part of the Condition, which was an 


| Aſſurance from Frante of granting Paſſports 
to all Princes or States that ſhould hereafter 
enter into their Confederacy ; though they 
made it ſeem plauſible by offering the Re- 
ciprocal toFrance and Sweden from the Con- 

© federates ; yet I thought it wholly imper- 
tinent and impracticable: And tho' I could 
not pretend to know whether either his Ma- 
jeſty would think fit to deſire it, or the Moſt 
Chriſtian King to agree to it; yet I was 
ſure I would not be of the Opinion for ei- 
ther of them to be done; or for any Paſſ- 
ports to be ſollicited by one, or given by 
'the other, but for Prince and States that 
were named at the deſiring of them. That 
the States might deſire Paſſports for the 
Kings of Macaſſar and Ceylon, who were 
already their Allies, or tor the Duke of 
Moſcovy, who I hear was invited into the 
Confederacy of the preſent War. That 1 
knew not whether his Majeſty would trou- 
ble himſelf with a Mediation in their be- 
halfs. That, to go nearer home, ſome 
Prince in the Alhance of France might 
change his Party, and enter into theirs ; 
and I did not know whether in ſuchi a Caſe 
the Moſt Chriſtian King would think fit to 
admit fuch an Ally into the Treaty, or 45 
cher 
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ther his Majeſty would ſollicite it: Nor did | | 


conceive either could be reſolved without 
the conſidering of Circumſtances as they 
ſhould appear when the Caſe came in que- 
ſtion. That, in the mean time, to make 
the Validity of the preſent Paſſports depend 
upon a future Condition, which could not 
be ſecured before hand, were to make the 
Congreſs wholly deſperate : For no Mini- 
ſters either from France or Sweden could 
think fit to come to Nimeguen, when in caſe 
at any time during their Reſidence there; 
upon the States deſiring Paſſports, a ney 
Ally which France ( upon Circumſtance 
that might attend it) ſhould have reaſon 
to refuſe ; the preſent Paſſports were to be. 
come immediately void;and not only there, 
upon, the Negotiations if begun, or never { 
much advanced, muſt immediately ceaſe; 
but the French and Swediſh Miniſters mit 
remain in their Enemies Country, without 
any ſafety to their very Perſons ; ſince that 
could be grounded only upon their Paſſ. 
ports, which would remain in danger of 
becoming invalid upon any ſuch Accident. 
That for my own part, I took this to be a 
Strain of ſome of the Allies which were E- 
nemies of Peace, and ſo employ'd their 
Wits to find out Preterices of delaying or 
breaking the Congreſs. That, however, 


ſince they brought jt me as a Reſolution of 


the 


* 
: 
7 
C 
1 


to be that 
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due States, I deſired it in French (as all uſed 


between his Majeſty and 


this State); tho the uſe I intended to make 
of it, was not ſo much to ſend it to his 
Majeſty, as to draw up immediately anAn- 
ſwer to it of my own, containing the pre- 


ſent Remarks I had niade to them upon it; 


and what others ſhould occur to me upon 


ſecond Thoughts, which I would not only 


ſend to the States, but at the ſame time 
print and publiſh it; that all their Subjects 
might ſee upon what Points they and their 
Confederates turned theAfﬀeairs of thePeacet 
In which I knew very well how the People 
of theſe Provinces were concerned; whe. 
ther the Government or their Allies were ſo 
or no, 


| Upon theſe Repreſentatiòns the Deputies 
of the States were ſo far moved, that in- 
ſtead of replying or maintaining the Reſo- 


lution they had brought,they told me what 
I had ſaid was of fo much weight, that they 
thought themſelves obliged to repreſent it 


to the States before they delivered me the 


Reſolution. That they deſired me there- 
fore to excuſe them for the delivery of it 
till next day; and in the mean time were 
very glad to underſtand my Opinion upon 
It, which they would report to their Ma- 
ſters that very Evening, and doubted not of 
haying another Conference upon it this 
Morning with their Allies. 4 
P t 
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At their going away aſter all this ha 
paſs d, one of them told me privately, . 
J auois Ia plus grande raiſon dy monde: Thy 
their Compliance with ſome of their Allie 
had engaged them in this Matter upon 
Letter from the Duke of Wieuburg thy 
came yeſterday , deſiring no Exchang 
might be made of the Paſſports without þ, 
euxing his according to his Treaty. 

That which J underſtood to be at the by 
tom of this whole Matter is, the Inter 
of the Emperor, not only to ſecure the ba 
ports for the Duke of Nzeuhurg, who. is 4 
preſent entered into the Alliance, but lik 
wiſe for the Duke of Bavaria, who thy 
believe will alſo be fuddenly engaged, an 
chiefly by the Offices of the Duke of Ma 
burg to that purpoſe 3 who being of th 
ſame Family, has great Credit and Influeng 
in the Court of Bavaria. And they belien 
neither of them will be engaged withon 
the ſame Condition of being equally con 
dered in all Treaties, and comprehend! 
in any Peace with the reſt of the Conſede 
rates already named. 

I know not what I ſhall receive from the 

States this Evening, and before the cloſur: t 

of this Pacquet. But in the mean time t 

thought it neceſſary to give his Majeſty th 

Account of what has hitherto paſs d: And 

am of opinion, the States will not be able y 
t0 


„ 
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o bear theNoiſe of this Matter if they per- 
t iu it: But chat in ſuch aCaſe they will be 


| Torced to conſider the Humour of their 
people, as well as the Intereſt of theirAllies. 


Thus far 1 had written by four 2 
Clock this Afternoon ; ſince which time the 
Pepaties of the States have again been witlt 
ne, and told me; That having repreſented 
to the States the Reaſon I gave them yeſter- 
bay againſt the Reſolution they had then 
ws me; They had ſince had a Confe- 
rence with their Allies upon them; and 
that they all agreed, That to expreſs the ge- 
neral and ſincere Intentions they all had 
towards a Peace ; and withal, the great re- 
gard they had for the Opinion of an Am- 
N Falador of his Majeſty's, in what he 
thought concerned both the Honour and 
CW Deſires of his Majeſty in the Mediation of 
ei che Peace; They would remove thoſe Diffi- 
culties T had obſerved like to ariſe upon 
yeſterday's Reſolution ; and to that end 
had altered the Reſolution it ſelf, and 
brought me in a Form which they doubted 
not would agree with his Majeſty's Intenti- 
ons; and had given it the ſame Date; to 
the end there might be no appearance of 


of it they were ready to exchange the Pall. 
ports, without any ſuch Conditions as were 
yeſterday mentioned. los 
P 2 I read 


the former Reſolution : And that in purſuit 


, 
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Iread the Reſolution, (whichIſend you iu 
cltofed) and found nothing elſe to refle q 
but the laſt Clauſe; and asked them whe 
ther they underſtood it to refer only to th 
precedent Period concerning the Equaliy 
pretended in the Paſſports, or likewiſe 9 
that former Clauſe about the Duke of Ma 
burg. They both affirmed, that it was mem 
only to reſer to that immediately preceed 
ing, and not to what concerned the Duke 
NMieuburg. Upon this we proceeded to theli 
change of Paſſports, in which we found, 
veral Points a little detective : As, thy 
four of the German Princes had not yet (x 
their Paſſports, nor could they aſſure n 
when they ſhould have them. But the chit 
was, that thoſe of the Emperor were not jt 
here; but they affirmed that they were e 
ry day expected, and that they had bee 
here ſome Months ſince ; but upon thoſed 
France being thort of the Form agreed on, 
eſpecially in the Clauſe about Couriers; tht 
Emperor's Miniſter had fent for new ones i 
the ſame Form; and was aſſured they wer 
at Cologne, where he had likewife ſent the ol 
ones, ſo as to be now polleſs'd of none. 

In the next place, there were noPaſipori 
from Spain, no more than from the Empe: 
ror for the Biſhop of Strasburg; but thel: 
they aſſured me were conſentedto by both, 


and undertook to put them into my _ wo 
| n 
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In the next place, becauſe France had ſent 
Fu one Paſſport for each of the Confede- 
rates beſides Spain, they had each of them 
Bent but one for France; and the ſame hap- 

ned likewiſe in thoſe of Sweden, But the 

Exchange of our Paſſports having begun by 
thoſe of France and Spain, and this State, and 
me of theſe Difficulties not appearing till 
chat was performed which ſeemed the moſt 
naterial: We concluded to go on in the 

Prchange as far as we were provided; and 
thereupon proceeded as far as you will ſee 
marked in the incloſed Liſt. Thoſe from 
France and Sweden to the Emperor and the 
Wour German Princes, who have not yet ſent 
their Paſſports, I have retained till in my 
Hands till theirs arrive. I ſhall expect thoſe 
ef the Emperor till Friday; by which time 
the Deputies aſſure me they will be here. 
If they come not by that time, I ſhall be 

urehowever to diſpatch away all thoſe I 
am already poſſeſs d of, to the French Am- 
baſſadors, by tlie Conveyance you preſcribe 

e of an Expreſs to Maſtricht ; and deliver 
hoſe for Sweden to Monſieur Sylvercroon the 

ommiſſary of that Crown, excepting one 
you deſire for Monſicur Spar, which J ſhall 
lend in Blank to your Hands, being alrea- 
ly poſſeſs d of three from the States, and 
reſolving to endeavour to get as many by 
What time from Spain and Denmark, if thote 

Miniſters have ſo many in their Hands. 

3 For 


5 
* 
1 
[ 


three Paſſports for the Emperor; for I ha 


not expect ſo abſolute a change of the Kt 
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For the Biſhop of Strasburg I forme? , 
ſent you one from this State, and ſhall f 
low it with the reſt as ſoon as they arri 
In the mean time you will pleaſe to proc 


| 
yet but one, and that may, for ought|| 
know, be the Reaſon of the Emperor's WF 
niſters diſowning to have any Paſſports; h 
ing a Man ſomething Puntillious, and H 
ving defired me a Week ago to procure e 
not without complaint of ſuch a negle 
from France ; but without any thing th 
"dy like his wanting thoſe of his 
er. Uh HR 

I hope his Majeſty will approve the in 
greſs I have made in this Matter, tho'it: 
not yet compleat ; which has fallen of 
chiefly by the number of Paſſports failing 
the French and Swediſh part. I cannot bi 
be glad to find it upon the Terms it now! 
confidering where it was yeſterday, and di 


ſolution in ſo little time; having laſt nigit 
found Monſieur Serinchamp s very perempts 
ry in defending that Reſolution of tit 
States. But this Morning the Hanne 
Reſident told my Secretary, that there ha 
been very warm Debates upon it betwet 
the States and ſome of their Allies, wi 
perſiſted ſo far, that the Penſioner askec 
theme Ez que pretendez vous donc Meſs 


* * 
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hM nous faire dechirer par la canaille. But 
0.07 theſe Paſſages of their private Conferences 
you will pleaſe may not be publick, becauſe 
uf that may hinder me another time from 
knowing them; which is ſometimes neceſ- 
I ſary to acquaint me with the Springs from 
which the Publick Motions of ſuch Affairs 
&- ariſe. | 

l have reaſon to think you tired out with 
v0 this Length, and am very ſenſible of being 
u {o my (elf : Which leaves me only to ac- 
LE knowledge yours of the 57h, not finding 
LF any thing requires farther return than what 
I have already ſaid about the Paſſports you 
mention for Monſieur Spar, and the Bilhoy 
© of Straiburg., 


Jam, 


SIR, 
Tour, &e, 


cretary Coventry upon the ſame Occaſion 
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i | 


To the Prince of Orange, 


Hague, May 29. S. N. 1616, | 


May it pleaſe Vour Majeſty, 


| HE Incloſure of this Letter from hi; 
| Majeſty muſt bear me out in givin 
your Highnefs this preſent Trouble. IF 
came to me ſeconded by one from Mr. 5 


as os AM __— a 


and was delivered to me by the Lady ir 
whoſe Favour I ſuppoſe it was deſigned, | 
told her, I did not believe your Highneß 
would do any thing in thoſe kind of Aﬀair 
till your Return from the Field; and ſk 
ſeemed to believe ſo too; but however de 
ſired I would ſend your Highneſs the Le: 
ter, which I promiſed by the firſt : And tha 
is all my Part in this Affair. 
All that Ian fay in another wherewith 
your Highneſs encharged me, is 
. les that the * Perſon chiefly con. 
"on  Cerned, endeavoured to have it 
excuſed abſolutely till after the Peace; and 
that ſuch an Anſwer might be given; upon 
which time was taken to confider : | Since 
which I have hear'd nothing, but imagine 
tis poſſible your Highneſs may by a neat- 
er ff 710, 15-2 OO 
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Having exchanged the Paſſports, and 


diſpatch d them to Maſtricht a Week ſince, 


I do not foreſee any thing likely to hinder 


the French Ambaſſador's Journey to Nime- 
| guen, tho it may be a little delay d by the 
© Count d Eſtrade s Exception to his Paſs from 
the States, which tiles him only Conte; 


to which he deſires may be added, Mare- 
chal de France. I ſuppoſe there will be no 


> Difficulty made upon it, nor I hope, in the 
| Emperor's Paſſports , tho they are not yet 
come; but I believe it may have been on- 
© ly negligence, without any other Myſte- 


ry. 
In mylaſt Letters from Madrid of the 7th 


current, our Ambaſſador there writes me 


word, that after a Conſultation in that 
Court upon the Propoſal of his Majeſty's 
Expedient, of giving all the Paſſports him- 
ſelf ; the Count de Pignoranda had come to 
him with a Meſſage, declaring that King's 
Conſent to it ſo far as concerned all hisDo- 
minions and Territories ſubject to his Obe- 
dience. The Ambaſſador writes fart her, that 
this Reſolution was taken there, contrary 
to the Advice of many Paſfionate Letters 
that were written thither upon that Subject 
from Holland and Flanders. I thought this 
was a Light fit to give your Highneſs, be- 
cauſe you would not perhaps receive it any 
other ways : For Monſieur de Lyra proſeſſes 
Wo fog #39: —_—_ $1 ro 
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to know —_— it, and would make 2 
Difficulty of believing it; tho' Iam ſure i 
cannot fail after the manner it comes tg 
me, 

I have not yet fixed the time of my go. 
ing to Nimeguen, expecting other Motions 
that way, unleſs new Orders preſs me from 
Court. I doubt not but what paſſes in the 
Field will ſigniſie more than what will paß 
there this Summer as to the Peace, which 
your Highneſs ſays (in the Honour recei 
ed of one from you of the 18th) you wil 
labour in. I am very ſorry for the Acc. 
dents you tell me have hinder'd you in ſo 
great a Defign, and very glad of the hopes 
you expreſs of being able to advance it; 
ſince nothing can be of more Glory to your 
Highneſs, and nothing can touch me morc 
than whatever is ſo; being as I am, and a 
T ſhall be ever with ſo much Devotion and 


Truth, 


STR, 
Tour Highneſs's moſt 
Obedient and moſt 
Humble Servant 


To 
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| To Sir foſeph Williamſon. 


Hague Fune 2d. S. N. 1676. 


ESE I 
| N Saturday laſt, IT received a Letter 
, from the Mareſchal 4 Eftrades by 
the Trumpet I ſent, with acknowledg- 
ment of my Packet incloſing the Paſſports 
for the French Plenipotentiaries, which 
| he faid he had diſpatch'd away immedi- 
* ately to Charleville ; excepting only his 
own Paſſport from the States. This he 
ſent me; but finding fault with their treat- 
ing him Le Sieur Compte 4 Eſtrades, with- 
out the Style of Marechal de France; and 
deſiring me to procure another with that 
Change. This I have done, and diſpatch'd 
it away to him this afternoon; but could 
not at the ſame time ſend him the Emper- 

or's Paſſports, which are not yet arrived. 

l do not think it can be this Default, 
which makes ſo little Advance as yet in the 
Pteparations for Nmeguen, that Sir Lyonel 
Fenkins writes me word, their Servants 
there own to know nothing yet of that 
Matter ; and have no Orders to get any 
thing ready to convey or receive them. I 
rather ſuppoſe it may be the Bufineſs 8 
. ä 8 | the 
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the Compte d Eftrade's Equipage, which! 
he intends very great; having ſent hither | 
for Paſſpcrts for his Servants to buy tw, 
and fourty Coach-horſes, and by a Lit Þ 
the Trumpeter ſhewed me of their intend. Þ 
ed Equipage ; his ſhare is four and twenty þ 
Lacquais, and all the reſt in proportion, 
The other two will have the ſame Number 
between them. The Sparzards you knoy, 
that cannot vye with the French in Thing 
of more Importance, will not fail of doing 
it to the height in this. And J remembe: 
laſt year when the Marquis de Mancers 
was deſigned for the Congreſs, a Liſt ws 
ſent hither of the Equipage he intended, 
of which there were to be twenty Page: 
I ſuppoſe the Marquis ge los Balbaces may 
not go lower; having they ſay, a Revenue 
of two hundred thouſand Crowns yearly; 
beſides the Allowance for his Embaſly. I 
2]| be like to go at this rate in ſuch: 
Town as Nimeguen; I do not ſee how we 
ſhall avoid one of the three Judgments; 
of War, or Famine, or Sickneſs ; Beſides, 
that it is not his Majeſty's Intent for ougli 
I find, that his Ambaſſadors ſhall enter the 
Liſts upon any ſuch Emulations. I cannot 
tell if theſe Circumſtances may make it 
ſeem worth his Majeſty's conſidering , 
whether it would be fit to write to the ſe- 
veral Crowns concerned in this T warts 

5 . | that 
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chat to prevent the Diſorder and Inconve- 


niences of too great Trains in a ſmall 


Town, upon the Aſſembly of ſo many 
© Miniſters ; his Majeſty had commanded 


his not to exceed each of them the Num- 


ber of four Pages and eight Lacquais, and 


would be glad the reſt would follow that 
Example. As likewiſe for all Crimes a- 
gainſt tlie Peace of the Place, each Am- 
baſſador ſhould be allowed to put his Ser- 


vants ſo guilty, into the Hands of the u- 


ſual Juſtice of the Town of Nimeguen. 


And that they ſhould be inſtructed to live 
© eaſily in all Points of meer Ceremony du- 


ring the Congreſs ; like Perſons who were 


ſent thither with Diſpoſitions to advance 
the Peace, and not to ſharpen the Quar- 
rels of their Maſters by thoſe of the Mini- 


ſters; which may otherwiſe very well fall 


out. I thought it poſſible ſome ſuch Cir- 
| cumſtances could not be amiſs to add to 
circular Letters which his Majeſty might 


ſend, for haſtning away of the ſeveral 


| Ambaſſadors, upon the end ſo happily 
attained in all preliminary Difficulties - 
| For I doubt there may be need of ſuch 


Inſtances towards the Diſpatch of the Au- 
ſirian, Daniſh, and Brandenburgh Mini- 
ſters, by the Diſpoſitions I obſerve from 
the Motions of thoſe Courts thus far of 


the Way. 
This 
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This day one of the State's Deputies 
brought me the incloſed Paper, ground. 
ed upon a Memorial given them by the 
8 Miniſters ; in a Stile 6 
27 
that till the Change pretended were made 
in his Maſter's. Paſſpotts, they would giz; 
Order to forbid the French Plenipotentia. 
ties Entrance into the Town of N7meguey, 
I hear, he expects not only to ſend Am. 
baſladors, but to have them treated in al 
points like thoſe of Crowned Heads. 1 
which, I neither know his Majeſty's Style 
fior that of France, but ſuppoſe it will be 
neceſſary for us to be diſtinctly informed 
bf the firſt. be eng 
L was extream glad to find by your lf 
of the r6th, his Majeſty's final Reſoluti. 
on upon that Matter of the firſt Viſit; 
which I ever foreſaw would engage us, 
and: perhaps the Congreſs, in ſome Difficul. 
ties. You will pleaſe more particularly 
to inſtruct, whether we are to give the fir 
Viſits likewiſe to thoſe that come after us 
from the Dake of Lorrain or the Electors, 
with Characters of Ambaſſadors : For ! 
hear, thoſe from the Duke and the Electot 
of, Brandenburgh will certainly do fo. 
Monſieur de Lyra will not acknowledge 
to know any thing of what Sir William 
Godolphin writes me, of that Crowns 
having 


eas I hear, as to deſire of the States, 
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wing conſented to his Majeſty's Expedi- 

yy, I have told it the Penſioners 

who ſays he will another time deſire him 

to conſult with his Inſtructions, or at leaſt 
with his Letters, to know whether he is 


— — - 


like to be avowed or not. 
Jam, 
SIR, 
Tours &c. 


To the DUKE. 


Hague Fune 16th S. N. 1676. 


May it pleaſe Your Highneſs, 


FT ER ſo great an Honour as this 
Packet brought me, by one from 
ic {jour Highneſs of the 3oth paſt; I thought 
; Wit could not too ſoon be either acknow- 
1 Wicdged or obeyed. And therefore I pre- 
or me to give your Highneſs moſt humble 
Thanks tor the Honour I received, at the 
lame time I difpatch'd away the incloſed 
to the Prince of Orange. I very well re- 


member his Majeſty's Mind, which he 
Was 
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was pleaſed himſelf to ſignify to me when 
I was laſt in England, upon Diſcourſe gf 
the Prince's Journy thither : But never had 
any Occaſion to make uſe of it, till I took 
Leave bf him the Day before he left this 
Place. For though his Majeſty had laſt 
Winter {ome Jealouſy.of ſuch an Intent. 
on; yet I never heard the Prince ſay one 
word towards it ſince my firſt coming oyer 
till then; unleſs it was when my Lord 
Chamberlain was here: And whatever he 
faid then in my hearing, look'd rather lik 
Civility or Return of Compliment, than 
any ſerious Thought. When he entere 
thoſe Diſcourſes upon it, which I gave hi 
Majeſty and yout Highneſs an Account of; 
I told him his Majeſty's Mind: To which 
he replyed, that he had always rhovght 
ſo too, while he had any Hopes of the 
Peace being made : But he did not ſee hoy 
that could be; unleſs his Majeſty would 
make it by declaring the Terms upon 
which he thought it fit and reaſonable ſor 
both Parties to agree. That he did not 
find his Majeſty diſpoſed ro make thi 
Peace; having never received any Anſwer 
to what he had written upon that Subj. 
And therefore the War being in his Opini. 
on like to draw out in Length, he was re- 
ſolved to try it he might have his Majelly* 


Leave, to make that Journy after this 
Cam. 
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Campaign, and thereupon to write thoſe 
Letters he ſent me. Further than convey- 
ing them I had nothing in commiſſion 
from his Highneſs, but only to endeavour 
that it might be Secret. And I muſt con- 
ſeſs, as far as my ſhort Sight will reach, 
I think there can be no Inconvenience in 
that, from Circumſtances, on all Sides, 
whether 1t ends here or no; which will 
depend wholly upon his Majeſty and your 
Highneſs. 

I am ſorry this Station furniſhes me 
With no Occaſions of entring into your 
ighneſs's more particular Service, by 
the Honour of your Commands; which 
Whould always meet with the Obedience 
What becomes me, and the conſtant Devo- 
on Wherewith I am, | 


SIR; 
Tour Highneſs's moſt 
Faithful and moſt 


e—— HL * F777, nm... 
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To My Lord Treaſurer, 


Hague, Fune 324. 8. N. 1676, 


My L ORD, 


Have by ſome Letters from my Wil 
received ſo great Teſtimonies of you 
Lordſhip's Fayour to me; that I find ita 
hard for me to make the Acknowley 
ments that become me, as it would ben 
neglect them any longer. Therefore | . 
could not forbear ewe your Lordi 
in his Trouble; chough I haye not 
elſe to bear me out befides the Hy 
Thanks I am to return your Lordſhip, fr 
concerning your ſelf ſo obligingly in wh 
touched me ſo unjuſtly ; and the Aſſura 
ces that no Man can be either more en 
ble of your Favour, nor more reſolved t 
deſerve it by my Services, whenever the 
be worth your Lordſhip's employing ups 
any. Occaſion. 
am endeavouring as faſt as I can, tog 
looſe from hence in order to my Journ 
for Nimeguen ; where we are like to ent, 
into a wide Sea: And though we ſhoulſ 
ſteer the Courſe his Majeſty preſcribes 
never ſo well; yet it will be a yen 
Subfee 


EE” „„ „ 
5 Subject to the Winds that ſhall riſe from 
the Humours of the ſeveral Parties, and 


the Tides that will run differently accor- 
ding to their Succeſſes. The French have 
given of late all the Facility they could to 
the Congreſs, and made haſt to the Place, 
as deſiring no better Peace than upon the 
preſent Plan of Affairs. The Confederates, 
Eſpecially the Houſe of Auſtria are ſullen 
as Loſers uſe to be; and ſo in all the Paces 
Jo the Treaty are ſlow and reſty; hoping 
Jor ſomething from the Campaign, which 
may make room for Pretentions that would 
| hardly be in countenance as Things ſtand 
t preſent. The Suede is earneſt for 4 
Peace; as having more hopes of recover- 
ng himſelf that way than by a War: This 
dtate deſires it as much as any; and has 
o Pretences of its own ; but dares not 
freak from their Confederates, not truſt- 
ng England enough, nor France at all ; 
0 as to depend upon either after the Peace 
s made. Denmark and Brandenburgh are 
ger in the War; finding the Swedes weak, 
Eivided,and unrelievable by Fraxce any fur- 
"Wer than their Money; and ſo hoping to 
9 ive them this Summer out of Germany; 
i hich for ought I ſee, they may endan- 
fr, if the Concert of the Confederates 
[1 $ove. anſwerable to their Strength in 


Joſe Parts. 
Q 2 with 


of 


| 
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With theſe Diſpoſitions the Congreſs is 
to begin; but how it will end, muſt cer. 
tainly depend in a great meaſure upon the 
Succeſſes that will attend the Campaign. 
The Deſigns at preſent of the Confede. 
rates ſeem to determin in the Siege of 
Stratſonde in Pomerania; of Philipsbunh 
in Germany ; and in Flanders upon that o 
Maeſtricht : And it will be hard if one of 
theſe does not occaſion a Battle, which 
may be more deciſive than any Siege. 

I know your Lordſhip has but too much 
Share in the Trouble of my conſtant Let, 
ters to Mr. Secretary Williamſon : And 
therefore I ſhall not give you any further 
Interruption, than by the very unſeigned 
Profeſſions of my being moſt paſſionately, 
and ever, 


My LORD, 
Tour Lordſhip's moſt 
Faithful and moſt 


Humlle Servant, 
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To the KING. 


. Fl 
Nimeguen, September 24. S, N. 1676. 


May it pleafe your Majeſty, 
T Hough what we writ joyntly this 
day, of our conjecture that ſome 
tot the parties, perhaps on each Side; 
would this Winter endeavour rather to fall 
Finto ſeperate Meaſures with ſome of the 
parties, than to advance a general Peace; 
was grounded upon what Sir Lionel Fenkins 
told me, he had obſerved in his late Viſits 
and Conyerſations with the French Am- 
baſadors ; wherein they owned very plain- 
ly their hopes and expectation of breaking 
the force of the Alliance this Winter, by 
drawing off either the Dutch, or at leaſt 
ſome of the German Princes. Yet I thought 
it to trouble your Majeſty with ſome more 
particular Obſervations of my own, upon 
this Subject in Diſcourſe more private with 
ſereral of the parties; and which I have 
not communicated to any other. Monſieur 
Colbert, aſtor much Compliment to me the 
rſt Month I was here; of his Maſter's 
peter eſteem of me, and of his own 
believing that no Man but I couls make 
[Ft Peace; in regard of the Intereſt he 
Q 3 | elicy- 
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believed I had with the Prince of Oraig 
and of the neceſſity there was of the Houſ 
of Auſtria's complying with any Meaſure, 
the Prince ſhould take: Has lately de. 
ſcended into more particular Diſcourſs 


of the advantages the Prince ſhall be ſu 


to find in a Treaty with the King his Mz. 
ter: Of the Convenience the Prince wou 
find in carrying it on privately with Fran, 
during the more publick Negotiation 
here: That the late Duke of Bavaria di 
the ſame at the Treaty of Munſter, an 
thereby was the Perſon that made th 
Peace; and at the ſame time eſtabliſ! 
his own Intereſts with all the advantay: 
he could propoſe to himſelf > That the 
Prince of Orange might act the ſame par 
here, and with the ſame Succeſs both to the 
General Peace and to Himſelf : That he 
could Negotiate it by no Man ſo wells 
by me; and none could have a part d 
greater Honour or Advantage, than mine 
would be in the conduct of ſuch an Affair. 
I told him upon this occaſion, the truth 


5 of what I thought concerning the Prince 


and my Self in this matter; which was, 
that though perhaps his Highneſs would 
hear me talk to him, either of his general 
or particular Intereſts as ſoon as another 
Man; yet I had never known that perſon 
who had aucun pouvoir ſur ſon eſprit. That 
do i FTT ; | Your 


g 


* * 
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your Majeſty had found you had a great 
deal leſs than you had reaſon to expect; 
and that others had none at all who pre- 
| tended to have more than their ſhare. That 


1 


\ 
1 


ons, I much doubted, the relief of Maſtricht 
© would not diſpoſe him to the Peace; and 
that he would be loath to ſet down Me- 
© lancholly at the Hague, with that Thorn 
at his Heart. That 1 heard he was fort 
dpitè at preſent ; but that when the Cam- 
paign ended, I ſhould have Occaſion of 
of Ceing him, and ſhould then be ſure to 
know the bottom of his Heart; which I 
© ſhould acquaint your Majeſty with, and 
| obſerve your Directions upon it. Monſieur 
© Colbert replyed, that if the Prince would 
by me have given them any private aſſu- 
| rances , that the carrying of Maſtricht 
© would have diſpoſed him to the Peace ; he 
was ſure the King his Maſter would will- 
ingly have given him the Glory ot it, and 
imploy'd his Army ſome-where in Flau- 
ders; Mais gu il ne falloit pas quitter le cer. 
tain pour incertain ; that he belicycd 
the Prince was in ill Humour upon it, 
| mais que le temps le rameneroit ; and that lie 
believed, that would not be before the 
end of the Campaign. 
18 lobſerved in ſome particular Diſcourſes 
of Monſieur Beverning, in a Humour when 
; , Q 4 We 


| by what I knew of the Prince's Diſpoſiti- 
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we are apteſt to tell truth; that at leaſt for 


his own part, he was extream ill Satisfyd 
with the Spaniards, and with the War be. 
ing purſued only for the Intereſts of that 
Crown, who contributed ſo little towards 
it; that he deſired the Peace ſo much, 2 
if Spain would not be reaſonable in it, v 
wiſh for it withovt them. This I know is 
the Senſe of the ſubſtantial part of the Peo 
ple in Holland, as well as his; and whether 
the Prince and the Perſons at preſent in the 
Government, will be able aſter this diſgrac: 
at Maeſtricht, to keep the Spirits there in 
temper enough to carry on the War ano. 
ther Year; I cannot yet or at this diſtance 
take upon me to judge. | 3 
I have obſerved by my Converſation 
with the Suediſb Miniſters, both at the 
Hague and here. That they deſire a Peace 
with more impatience than any of the par- 
ties; and ſo far, that if they cannot have 
it general in a ſhort time, they would be 
glad of a particular one either with Holland, 
or the Duke of Brandenbargh. They do 
not think France conſiders them at all in 
proportion to the Loſſes and Misfortunes 
they have engaged them in: And one of 
their Ambaſſadors told me, he did not be- 
lieve que les affaires fuſſent encore Gans 
I aſſiette que la France demandoit, 79 qu i 
efloit neceſſuire pour leur faire tout de Jon 


8 
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 uhaitter la paix generale. He aid this a lit. 


tle Myſtexiouſly, making me believe he 
97 particular reaſon to think ſo, 


but ſhould in a little time know more; 
and would then in confidence acquaint me 


with it. 8 | 
I doubt it will be neceſſary for me in the 


- courſe of this Affair, ſometimes to give 


* 


| Wherewith Jam, and ſhall be ever, 


your Majeſty ſome ſuch accounts as this, 
of what may paſs to me in particular con- 


fidence from ſome of the Miniſters, either 
by force of old acquaintances or any other 
motions they ſhall find towards it. And 
poſſibly they may give your Majeſty more 


light than the more open paces here. But 
i your Majeſty will avoid the trouble, and 


appoint any other Perſon to whom I ſhall 


> addreſs ſuch diſpatches ; I ſhall not further 


preſume to give your Majeſty theſe Inter- 


ruptions, but content my ſelf with your 
* Majeſty's Pardon for what is paſt, and 
| with your Juſtice in believing and accept- 


ing that inviolable Truth and Devotion, 


SIX. 
Tour Majeſty's moſt Loyal 
Subject and Servant, 


W. Temple. 
Ta 


5 
To the KING. 


Nimeguen, Sept. 20. S. N. 1676, 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty. 


Pon the Prince's Return from the Ai. 
my he was pleaſed to write me: 

Letter giving me notice of it, and defiring 
me to meet him at his Houſe near Utrecht, 
which I did on Thurſday laſt. ] ſaid two 
days with his Highneſs, and had very large 
Diſcourſes with him upon theEvents of the 
preſent Campaign, and appearances of the 
Treaty: As to my own Part in them, I ſhall 
only ſay, that they were all apply d to thoſe 
Ends, and in that Method which I thought 
moſt agreeable to your Majeſty's Intenti- 
ons, and to the ſeveral Inſtructions TI have 
had the Honour to receive from your Ma- 
jeſty, or by your Order upon this Subject: 
The Subſtance of all his Highneſs Diſcourſe 
I ſhall ſum up in as few and as ſhort Heads 
as I can for your Majeſty's eaſe. 

Le mal bew He expreſt great ſenſe of the 
de Jon yoſte > Misfortune of this Campaign, 
ec aurres fa, and ſaid, he knew very well, 
foient les ſau. Le mal heur de ſon poſte, ou pen. 
24 ir dant que les autres faiſoient les 
is hbonte. Ffautes, c'eſtoit à luy de Jouffri ls 

„ FEY Fouls. 
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fonte. When I told him that was too hard 
an Expreſſion, and that no body thought 
” hedeſery'd, he repeated it again, and ſaid, 
It muſt be ſo in the Opinion of all the World, 
but only ſome few, who knew the inſide of 
the buſineſs. That he ſaw no remedy for it 
with the preſent Conduct of Spain, nor with 
* ſuch men as they employ d in Flanders: That 
| ſome of them were loath to venture theAr- 
my, and ſome as loath to venture themſelves, 
and others knew not how to do either 4 pro- 
pos: That I might very well think howe- 


ver, that he had no mind to fit down with 


the Diſgrace of ſuch a Campaign, and that 
if the Spanzards could but garriſon their 
> Towns ſo as to make any defence in form, 
he would yet hope he might have his re- 
| venge another year, by truſting to no Ar- 
my but his own. | | 
When I asked whether he thought the 
States were in Humour, or the Country in 
Condition to go on with the War, he ſaid, 
he would not diſſemble it, they had a horri- 
ble mind to the Peace, but ſo they had for 
theſe two laſt years, that they were howe- 
verable to go on with it, eſpecially if they 
were eaſed of their Subſidies to the Allies, 
and would be inſenſibly engaged in it, as 
they had been theſe two laſt Campaigns, if 
they could not have a Peace with ſome ho- 
nour and {afety. * 1 EI 
. 
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When I took notice of his little inclinat;. 
ons to any ſudden Peace, he faid, on the 
contrary, he had a mind to it, and that no 
Intereſts of his own ſhould delay it, but that 
he could not tell how to come by it;(which 
Words, I remember, he ſpoke in Eng/iſp) 
that he would deal plainly with me as to 
his ownThoughts, that tho' a Congreſs wi 
neceſſary, yet he believ'd we could not hope 
to make aPeace here in leſs than about four 
years: That he was of Opinion, if your 
Majeſty would have it this Winter, you muſt 
make it your ſelf, by telling all the Partie 
upon what terms you expected,and thought 
reaſonable it ſhould be made : That if you 
would not do this, you muſt at leaſt employ 
more private Negotiations towards it, and 
firſt ſound France to the bottom, inſtead o 
ſounding him (the Prince) ; and this for 
two Reaſons: Firſt, Becauſe France was 
ſingle, andMaſter of their ownReſolutions, 
Which he was not; and tho' he could an. 
ſwer for himſelf, yet he could not for thoſe 
he was engaged with. Next, Becauſe, it 
his Highneſs or Spain ſhould firſt declare 
themſelves upon the Conditions of a Gene- 
ral Peace, France might very well make uſe 
of it towards breaking theirAlliance, or the 
confidence of it, which they could not do 
towards France, which had no other Allie 
but the Swede, and him but very little con- 
ſidered, either in the Peace or the War 
„ hen 


- courſe of Conditions the moſt apparent for 
the beace, he ſaid, That upon the whole, he. 
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When Iwould have enter'd into ſomeDiſ- 


did not believe in the preſentPoſture of Af 
fairs, France could poſſibly be brought to 


ſuch Terms as it was poſſible for the Allies 


to accept; nor was it reaſonable to think 


or to hope they ſhould, after ſuch a Cam- 
paign as had paſs'd in Flanders, But it was 


not yet ended in Alſace, nor perhaps in 
Flanders neither: For tho he would not go 
into the Field again to do nothing, yet if 


there ſhould happen a good Occaſion, he 


would be gone again at half an hours warn» 
ing : That however this Campaign ſhould 


end with France, twas like to paſs well e- 


10vg againſt the Swedes ; and as they had 


! 


| 2.r1c2dy eighteen thouſand men of the Lu- 
aug and Munſter Troops by the Con- 
queſt of Bremen; ſo they hoped to have 


thirty thouſand more nextCampaign, if the 


| Swedes were beaten out of Pomerania, 


which was not unlikely yet before the 
Year ended, 

He ſaid we muſt talk over this Matter 
again when the Campaign was done, and 
that we ſhould then know better what to 
lay upon it: That it would be neceſſary for 
me to come ſometimes to the Hague, and 
to that end adviſed me to get leave to do it 
whenever I ſaw occaſion : I told his High- 


neſs 
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neſs that T had it already, and ſhould male 

uſe of it whenever his Highneſs thought it 
neceſſary, and would let me know it, 23 © 
well as upon any other occaſions of your © 


Majeſty's Service there. 

I remember no more to trouble your 
Majeſty with out of all our Diſcourſes upon 
this Matter. There was one thing more 
his Highneſs faid, which I think will bef 
to tell your Majeſty, tho' he might not in, 
tend it. He told me he had receivd a Let. 
ter from your Majeſty, in anſwer to that he 
ſent by my Wife, that you had refus d hin 
leave to go over into England before th: 
Peace, and with Terms ſomething hardih 
which were his Englifþ Words) that be 
thought it was fit to take an Anſwer when 
your Majeſty gave it him; and therefore 
he ſhould trouble you no more about it 
That yout Majeſty beſt knew when you 
thought was a fit time for him to do it, and 
he ſuppos'd would let him know it, fince 
it feems he did not himſelf. 

cannot but add one word of an Advice 
of another kind,and from another hand,be- 
cauſe it was new to me, and Ilook'd conſi- 
derable. Upon Diſcourſe with Count Oxen- 
fterne, about the Court of Vienna (where 
he had been lately Ambaſſador) he told me 
the Emperor was ſo infirm, that it was not 
believed he could ever have Children that 


would 
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would live; that this being foreſeen, he 
found amon the Miniſters there, that it 
was reſolved, in caſe of his dying without 
* Sons, to leave the whole Succeſſion of the 
Datchy of Auſtria, and its Dependances to 
the Duke of Lorrais, with condition to 
* marry the Emperor's Siſter, and by this 
means to make way for his beingEmperor, 
- which he did not believe there would be a- 
ny difficulty in,eſpecially when ſuch an Ac- 
cident ſhould find him in the Head of the 
Imperial Army. 
I humbly beg your Majeſty's Pardon for 
this long Interruption, and your accep- 
tagce of that humble and hearty Devotion 
© wherewith I am, and ſhall be ever, 


SIR, 


Tour Majeſty's moſt 
Loyal and moſt Obedient 
Subject and Servant 


W. Temple. 
To 


| (240) 
To the K I N G. 


Nimeguen, Ob, 19th. S. N. 1557, 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 

Cannot better acknowledge the honour 

of receiving your Majeſty's particular 
Commands, than by vey 3.6 Majeſty 
of the infinite ſatisfaction I ſhall have in. 
beying them. I do not remember that the 
Reflections I made upon my laſt Diſcourk 
with the Prince, went ſo far as what your 
Majeſty is pleaſed to make upon them it 
our laſt Letter. I did not conclude upon 
all which paſt, that he had a mind to con- 
tinue the War, but rather, that he was un- 
reſolved between the Deſires of repairing 
his Honour by another Campaign, and the 
Fears of being more in ſuch Company as 
he is joined with in Flanders. But tho! his 
Diſpoſitions ſeemed doubtful, yet his Judg- 
ment was indeed very poſitive that the 
Peace would not be made this Winter, un- 
leſs your Majeſty undertook it by ad- 
vancing ſome Propoſitions of your own to. 
wards it: He concſuded that we ſhould talk 


it over again, aſter the Campaign ſhould be 
ended 
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ended on all ſides : And indeed theWinter 
© Quarters of the Imperial Armies, where- 
© ever they fall, will open the Proſpect into 
the nextYearsEvents, more than any thing 
that has paſs d this Summer. For if the 
French can maintain a defenſive War in Al- 
ſace, another Campaign, I believe, they 
will take St. Omer, Cambray, or Valenciennes, 
(if got two or all of them) in ſpight of all 
the Dutch and Spaniſh Forces will be able 


change happen in their Conduct or For- 
tune. But if the German Armys ſhould enter 
intoFrance, that Crown may perhaps have 
work enough on that fide, and be thereby 
forced to call away ſo many of their Troops 
out of Flanders, as to leave the Prince of 
Orange an eaſie Campaign there. This I 
find the Frenchàmbaſſadors here apprehend, 
in caſe the Swede be wholly beaten out of 
Germany this Seaſon, and the Alliance con- 
tinues united and vigorous another Year. 
And Monſieur Beverning aſter all his Fan- 
fares about a ſeparate Peace (which your 
Majeſty will meet with in two of our joint 
Letters by the laſt and this Ordinary ) ſeems 
too publick and affected to mean much 
more, than to induce the Emperor into 
thoſe meaſures : For after he had talked 
limſelf ſober with me upon that whole 
object, he faid at laſt in plain terms, 
| R that 


to do in Flanders, unleſs a very great 
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that if the Germans would let Briſac alone 
and enter into France next Spring, the 
States would not make the Peace thi, 
Year; and that they had already taker 
their Meaſures, and found they could 80 
on with the War another Campaign, and 

with the ſame Forces they had this laſt, » 
ſomething greater, if there were a go 
Occaſion. 

He intends to go again into Holland, ;; 
bout the 10th of next Month, when th 
next Aſſembly will be of the States of H 
land, at which time the Counſels and Me 
ſures are uſually taken for the enſuing Yeu, 
and always for the chief Expence ot it, x 
near as it can be then foreſeen: I hope ny 
Lord Berkeley will by that time be here, and 
then I ſhall take an occaſion of going agiin 
to the Prince, and ſhall, I ſuppoſe, be: 
ble at ſo critical a time to make a clear 
Judgment of what your Majeſty may hop! 
ſrom him, as to the Peace; and negled 
no Endeavours to give his Highneſs tho 
Impreſſions which are not only agreeabe 
with your Majeſty's Intentions, but in my 
Opinion, with his own Intereſts too, in 
the Poſture he ſtands with Friends and F. 
nemies, both at home and abroad. I ſhal 
then give your Majeſty a full Account d 
what :)iſnolitions or Motions I find at tl! 

Hagy! 


* 


Hue, which the French Ambaſſadors (46 


upon all Occaſions, muſt chieff | 
What paſſes here. In the mean 1 2 
| ſhall only beg your Majeſty's Pardon for 
this Interruption, and your Juſtice in be. 
+ lieving me whit I ſhall ever be with the 
greateſt Devotion and Truth, 


SIR; 
Tour Majeſty s mo ſt 
Loyal and moſt 
Obedient Su bje 4 


and Servant. 
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To the Prince of Orange, 
Nimeguen, Oftob. 31, S. N. 1676, 


May it pleaſe Your Highneſs, 


Receiv'd lately a Letter from his Maje: 
ſty, dated at Newmarket the 8th of thi 
Month, and in anſwer to the Account] 
gave him of your Highneſs's Diſcourſs 
with me at Soeſdyke , and your Opinion, 
that his Majeſty propoſing the Terms of: 
Peace to the Parties, will be the only way 
of making it. His Majeſty ſays upon it, 
that he doubts your Highneſs has a mind 
to continue the War, which he is ſorry 
for; becauſe, as it is conducted by your 
Allies, he fears you will not find your Ac 
count in it, and aſſures me, one of the 
great Motives he has for the Peace, is the 
belief that your Highneſs will be the better 
for it; that it has ever been his Endeavour, 
and is ſo ſtill, to oblige France to declare it 
{elf to him upon what Terms they will be 
content to make the Peace ; but if they will 
not, it muſt take the Forms which the Con- 
greſs here will give it; and if that will not 
bring it to pais, his Majeſty muſt content 
himſelf with having done what he could i 
Wag 
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* Fards it according to the Figure he has ta- 
ken of the Common Mediator. Upon a- 
* nother Subject his Majeſty ſays, he is glad 
* to underſtand from me, that your Highneſs 
is of opinion, you mult learn from his 


” Majeſty the time of your going over into 


* England, which is not yet proper for it; bur 
when it ſhall be ſo, he ſhall be as glad to 
ſee you, as you can with your (elf. 
I havegiven your Highneſs the King's 
* own Words in what have written, between 
two Marks, and intended to have given you 
a larger Account of it my ſelf at the Hague 
beſore this, if my Lord Berkeley had come 
hither ſo ſoon as we were made believe; it 
E cannot be long before he arrives; and it 
will not be long after, I hope, before I 
$ ſhall have the honour of kiſſing your High- 
neſs's Hands; and ending the Diſcourſe, 
we began at Soeſdyke. In the mean time I 
am with great Thanks to acknowledge the 
very great Favour which my Wife ſays 
| your Highneſs is pleaſed to offer, of lodg- 
ing me at the Hague, and may very well 
take your Highneſs at your Word, if the 
Weather, and my Health continue ill as 
they have been of late. 

I ſend your Hneſs incloſed a LetterT res 
ceived from Mr. Sidney, which came not 
ſooner, becauſe, as I found by another he 
had great Diſputes with his Father before he 
; R 3 would 
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would give this Anſwer. I am very forry 
1 far it; but ſince you find the Lieutenant 
| Collonel ſo very capable, I hope it will be 
| noloſs. In cafe he has the Regiment, Ma. 
l jor Archer has begg'd of me 'to mention 
him to your Highneſs, for the Lieutenant 
Collonel's Place, which I ſhould not do, 
| but that I remember your Highneſs ex- 
l preſs'd a very good Opinion of him; and1 
| find by him, that he cannot (as he ſays )pol. 
ſibly live on the Regiment he is with Fer. 
wick and Weaſiy. T hear this laſt is endes 
youring to turn out one Captain Auight, for 
having been a Friend to Major Archer in 
ſome of their Quarrels ; I humbly beg your 
Highneſs to ſuſpend any ſuch Reſolution 
till I haye the honour of ſeeing you. | 
am ever with perfect Truth and Devo. 


tion, N 
| IK; 
Tour Highneſs's moſt 
| Obedient and muſt 
Humble Servant, 


S q A m 2 Mey — 7; ww” Yo 


W. Temple. 
To 
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To Mr. Secretary Williamſon. 


Hague, Fan. 5th, S. N. 1677, 


SIR, 


Ilnce my laſt, the Day after my Arrival 
0 here, I endeavoured to ſpeak with the 
penſioner upon thoſe Matters relating to 
this Ambaſſy, and ſtill remaining without 
any Anſwer, or at leaſt, Diſpatch. Aſter 
having twice excuſed himſelf upon his In- 
diſpoſition, at length he gave me an 
Hour; and I found him in the Poſture of a 

dick Man, complaining of une fievre 
lente, and Weakneſs upon the loſs of very 

much Blood; which he faid, was all Saz- 
guis aduſtus. Which I repeat from his own 

Mouth, as Expreſſions that compared to 
other Circumſtances of our Converſation, 
made me conclude his Illneſs to be at leaſt 
a5 much of Mind as of Body; and deriv= 
ed, perhaps , from the Fatigue and Cha- 
grin of his Buſineſs, rather than his III 
Conſtitution , though ſomething of that 
be natural to him. 


R 4 E firſt 
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I firſt complained of the States Delay not 
only in the Satisfaction, but even in the 
Anſwer due to two of his Majeſly's Letter, 
upon the Buſineſs of the three Scotch Mini. 
ſters, which Itook to be clear in the Word 
of the Treaty, and ſubject to no Diſpute c 


Evaſion : He confeſs d it might look like a iſ 


Neglect in the States, not to anſwer the 
Letters they had received from his Map. 
ſty ; but they had delayed it, in hopes hi 
Majeſty might have been ſatisſy d with the 


Reaſons their Ambaſſadors in England hi 


been charged to repreſent on that Subjed; if 
and they were unwilling it ſhould appear 
by their Letter, either that his Majeſty de. 
manded a thing of them by virtue of a Tres 
ty, which they did not think the Treaty 
obliged them to; or that any of the King: 
Subjects, who were, or ſhould be herealter 
baniſhed by his Majeſty, might from their 
Letter take occaſion to hope for Refuge in 
theſe Countries. But if I would enter into 
the Debate of this Matter at a Conterence 
with the States Commiſſioners, and ſhould 
not be fatisfy'd with their Reaſons, but 
deſire them in Writing, they would either 
give them me to repreſent to his Majelly, 
or elſe they would comprehend them in: 
Letter to his Majeſty, in anſwer of thoſe 
they had received from him. 

. | 


T faid, 
1 Fo, 24 


( 249 ) 

I aid I was reſolved to enter upon this 
Matter, and ſee the bottom of it while I 
was here ; but hoped they would upon it 
be ſo far Satisfied with the Clearneſs of the 
Caſe, as to anſwer his Majeſty's Demand, 
rather by Compliance than Reaſons : And 
ſo we reſolved to attend two or three days, 
in hopes he might at that time aſſiſt at the 
Conference ſince he deſired it; and I knew 
very well, nothing would be done to any 
f e without it. I found however that 
the Streſs of their Pretentions will lye in 
the Difference between Perſons Baniſhed, 
and either Rebels or Fugitives who are 
named in the Articles, For the Penſioner 
thinks his Majeſty may declare any of his 
| Subjects Rebels or Fugitives ; and ſuch a 
Declaration is enough (being ſignified to 
the States) to ground the Demand now 
made. But when a Prince or State ban- 
iſheth any Man, they thereby declare him 
to de a Subject no longer; and have not 
aſterwards Power to declare him Rebel or 
Fugitive, eſpecially if he have offered him- 
tſelf tothe Law; as two of theſe Men, he 
[WF faiddid; and did not fiye their Country, 
but by Sentence were forced to do it: But 
the Iſſue of this Matter I muſt refer to our 
Conference; as likewiſe that of the Dort 
Company, and the Ships Thomas and 
ohn, which were recommended in your 

il aſt to my Care.. When 


- 
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When theſe Diſcourſes had paſt; the 
Penſioner asked me whether I had brought 
them the Peace from Nimeguen: And] 
replyed, ſince he was ſo ignorant of what 
had paſſed there ; I would tell him, that 
they had carried their Matters there en 
habiles gens : That to bring their Allies to 
the Congreſs, they had pretended to treat 
by the firſt of November, whether they 
came or no. That after the day, they had 
found fault with the Powers; offered at 
new ; made the Mediators courſe from one 
to t'other ; {pun out two Months time in 
theſe Paces, and thereby were gotten in 
fight of both Spaniſh and Imperial Mini. 
ſters, which I ſuppoſed was the thing they 
always intended. 

He anſwered me with ſomething in his 
Face both ſerious and ſad, That, either 
i did not know the Courſe of their Affairs 
here, ſince I left the Hague; or elſe! 
would not ſcem to know them. That 
tacy deſired the Peace from their Hearts, 
and not only ſo, but thought it abſolutely 
neceſlary. That they would certainly 
ave entred into the Treaty, if the French 
lad either brought Powers in Form to be 
admitted, or obliged themſelves to pro- 
cure new ones. 1 ſaid, I believed him, 
and that they could have found no better 
way to bring their Allies to the . 
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He replyed ; je vous diray donc encore, 


go nous u inſiſterons pas ſur une paix ſelon 


es pretenſions de nos Allies, et ne vous reponds 
it was at leaſt a Matter of that Moment 


that l believed they would think of it be- 


fore they did it. 

With this he drew his Chair up cloſer 
tome; and begun with great Earneſtneſs 
avery long Diſcourſe upon this whole Mat- 
ter: Saying firſt, that they had thought 
enough of it already; and for his Part, 
he wes grown by thinking much, to con- 


clude it was without Remedy. That they 


had great Obligations to Spain for entrin 

into the War to fave this Chunery 3 — 
therein to ſave Flanders too: But they had 
made no ill Return by continuing the War 
now three years only for the Intereſts of 


Spain; ſince there remained nothing of 


Conſequence between France and them - 
That they had beſides, engaged to carry it 
on this following Year, with the ſame num- 


ber of Forces they did the laſt; and fo they 


would, if their Allies had performed their 
Parts: But for Spain, they took no care 
but only to let them ſee they were reſolved 
to periſh ;: That they ſent their Fleets 
home from Sicily without any of the Pay- 
ments agreed for, and leit them to be pay d 
by the States here at ther Arrival, That 


201 


( 252 ) : 
not a Peny could be got of 30000 : 
Guilders they owed them for Carriage 
and Proviſions the laſt Campaign, an 
which was deſigned for their Magazine 
in Flanders againſt the next. That the 
had repreſented to Spain the abſolute ne. 
ceſſity of keeping ſo many Forces in Fly. 
ders as would defend their Towns, whk 
the Prince took the Field; which he wy, 
content to do with the Army of this Stat: 
But not a word of Anſwer, That the 
had then deſired Spain to receive ſo many 
of the Forces of their Allies, as might 
ſerve to defend their Places ; but inſtead 
of this, they drove them out of then 
Country. That for the Emperor, they MW 
had always told him, unleſs his Army 
would march into France, or give a Battle; 
Flanders could not be defended laſt Yeu, iſ 
nor this next; unleſs his Forces took uy i 
their Winter Quarters in Alſatia, or that 
ſide of the Rhine. But at Vienna, they 
conſidered Flanders as much as the Dutch 
do Hungary : And becauſe the Imperial 
Officers could make greater Advantages ol 
Winter Quarters in Germany, than in ſuch 
a haraſſed Country as Alſatia ; their Ar- 
mies muſt return this Winter, and thereby 
loſs all the Advantages that might have 
been made of the laſt Campaign. That 
for want of Magazines in Flanders, two 
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or three of the beſt Frontier Towns would 
be loſt next year before the Imperialiſts 
could poſſibly take the Field; and if Cam- 
Iray, Valencienne, and Mons were gone, 
all the reſt would certainly revolt; conſi- 
dering the Miſeries they had already ſuf- 
ſered, and muſt ſtill by a longer War. That 
either the Prince could not be ſoon enough 
in the Field to prevent it, or elſe he would 
not be able to ſubſiſt for want of Magazines, 
and the Country's being like to be deſert- 
ed and waſt by this Buſineſs of Contribu- 
tions unſettled : Or elſe he would not be 
© ſtrong enough to venture a Battle or raiſe 
a Siege; conſidering how weak the Spani- 
ard would be, how poorly their Towns 
E would be defended, and how ſtrong France 
'W would come on that Side into the Field, 
while they had no Enemy upon the Rhine. 
That the Prince's Friends could never ſuf- 
fer tim to go into the Field, only to ſee 
Towns taken under his Noſe, and perhaps 
the whole Country loſt while he was ex- 
pected to defend it, and rendred uncapa- 
ble of doing it by the Faults of the Spani- 
ards; who yet would lay it to his Charge, 
and be the firſt to reproach him: Which 
would be done likewiſe by his Enemyes at 
home, and Ill willers abroad; who would 
be glad of the Occaſion. 


In 


I. Cu, 
. In the mean time from France the 
could have whatever © 


onditions they pr. 
tended, either as to the reſtoring of M, 
richt, or the Reglement of Commerce 
or the Advantages of the Prince; and ; 
to this laſt, all they could defire. Thx 
they had Letters every Week from the 
Mareſchal 4 Eſtrades upon. this Subject: i 
ſrom other Hands : And for his own par 
though he ſhould fall into it with Regre; 
yet he did not ſee what elſe was to be done; 
and he did not know one Man in Holm 
that was not of the ſame Mind, 
This long Diſcourſe ended with ſaying 
that he did not talk to me like an Ambaſt 
dor but a Friend, and one whoſe Opinion 
he eſteemed. That he diſcovered to me 
leur fort et leur foible ; and would be gha 
to know what elſe they thought they coull 
do dans [ accablement de cet Etat par une | 
longue guerre, and all the Circumſtances 
that now attend it both from their Friends 
and their Enemies. 3 
I gave him Thanks for the Confidence 
he expreſs d towards me; but deſired to 
be excuſed for giving my Council or Op 


Meaſures for the State and for Himſelf. 
But I defired to know what he reckoned 
would beconte of Flanders after this State 
had made à feperite Peace; He replyed 

that 


U 
f 
nign to 2 Perſon who was ſo able to take | 
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that it would be loſt either in one Suni- 
mer or two; but more probably in one: 
© ror he believed the Towns of Cambray, 
Valenciennes, Namur, and Mons, might be 
taken in one Campaign; or if Valenciennes 
© were only taken on that Side, Cambray 
would be out of eare, and muſt fall of it 
© ſelf. That after this, none of the great 
Towns would offer at defending them- 
| ſelves, unleſs it were Antwerp ; and for 
that perhaps ſome Meaſures might be taken 
with France. 
I asked him how he reckoned this State 
was to live with France after Flanders was 
| wholly loſt 3 and whether he thought it 
would not be perfectly at Diſcretion. 
e ſaid if they could hope to fave Flan- 
ars by continuing the War, they would 
not think of a ſeperate Peace: But if they 
ſaw it muſt be loſt by one as well as t'o- 
ther, they thought it beſt by the laſt ; 
which would not only leſs exhauſt the 
State, but be leſs Diſhonour to the Prince 
too. That after Flanders was loſt, they 
would live fo with France; that they ſhould 
find it more for their Profit to preſerve 
this State than to deſtroy it. That he 
knew very well, it was not a Thing to be 
choſen, but they ſhould be forced to it as 
Men are ſometimes to deſperate Remedies. 
That they had long hoped ſome Reſſources 
from 
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from better Conduct in the Spaniſb Affair t 
That they had believed ſome Impreſſion, 
of the German Army in France it (| 


J 


might have brought the Buſineſs # un 4. 
commodement raiſonable. That he for hi 
own part had ever believed England it fe 
would cry halte at one Step or other; 20 


if they would be content to ſee half Hu. 


ders loſt, yet they would not ſee it all; an 


the ſame of Sicily. That the King hu 


ty 


the Peace in his Hands for theſe two Ven 
paſt; and might have made it when h 


pleaſed, and upon what Conditions he 
thought fit. That for their parts, Mu 
ſteur van Beuninghen had deſired his May 
ſty to ſay whatever he would have in it 
and that this State would endeavour it iy 
on any Terms his Majeſty propoſed : Bu 
that he could never get one word of An. 
ſwer. - That he had full Power to mike 
any ſort of Alliance with his Majeſty that 
he defired ; but nothing of that neither, 
That he confeſſed it was true, cuncta priu 


tentanda ; but he found at length it was 


immedicabile Vulnus : And he ſaw nothing 
left for them to do but a ſeparate Peace. 
That he underſtood very well, what | 
meant by asking how they were to hve 
with France aſter the loſs of Flanders; but 
he haJ caſt up that too. That firſt; Ly 


wiſee de la France ſera plitit ſur I Allemagyt 
oy 
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in ſur Þ Italie, que ſur eux. That in the 
next place, he knew it would not be theit 
Intereſt to Conquer or Deſtroy this State, 
but could make better Uſes by preſerving 
it in a Dependance upon them. That the 
Ling had ſeen their Country, and undet- 
Mood it ſo; and had faid upon ali Occaſi- 
ons ſince, that he had rather have them 
for his Friends than his Subjects. That 
for their Religion, which he had as much 
ät Heart as any Man; he did not fear any 
ching in that from France neither: That 
this King was not ſi coiffe de ſa Religion, 
as thereby to loſe any Intereſts of his 
State; and he knew very well that any 
Force or Change in Religion here, would 
quickly deſtroy the Trade; and thereby 
the Sea Forces of this Country, which he 
might make better uſe of than if it were 
leſt un grand Martcage. But at laſt, if their 
State muſt fall in four and twenty Hours, 
twere better for them to defer it to the 
laſt; and that it ſhould happen at Night 
rather than at Noon. | 
All this was Diſcourſed with ſo much 
Earneſtneſs, that I was afraid it had done 
him hurt; and indeed it left him not in 
Condition or Breath to go on with a long- 
er Converſation. And ſo having ſaid, it 
was not a Matter to be reſolved between 
„two; and that I wiſh'd him Health e- 
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nough to go through the Thoughts aj; 0 
Buſineſs of fo great a ConjunQure ; Il | 
him. | 

The next Morning I went to the Prince, 
And after ſome common Talk; I told hal 


I had ſeen the Penſioner, and asked whe 
ther his Highneſs knew what Diſcour; 
had pafs'd between us. He ſaid no; h 
had not ſeen him ſince; and asked n 
what it was. I repeated ſeveral Heads ii 
it, and faid ; it all concluded in the 
ceſſity of this State's making a ſeperiM 
Peace: And that he ſaid there was not 
Man in Holland againſt it. The Prinz 
interrupted me and ſaid; Yes, I am un 
I know one, and that is my felt ; and 
will hinder it as long as I can : But if . 
thing ſhould happen to me, they woll 
do it in two days time. I asked his High. 
neſs, whether he was of the Penſioner ME 
Opinion in what was likely to happet 
next Year in Flanders. He faid the Ar 
pearances were ill ; but Campaigns did 
not always end as they began: That ſome 
Accidents might happen which no Ma 
could foreſee; and it a Battle ſhould beg 
given, none could anſwer for the Event. 
Aſter this, and two or three little Things WM | 
he ſaid about our Indiflerence in what be. t 
came either of the Peace or of Handen. z 


His Highneſs roſe up as if he did not 1 F 
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. for going on further with the Diſcoutſe ; 


and ſo broke it off. 

have been very exact in the Account 

of all theſe Paſſages, the Introductions to 

them, and often the very Words (which 

1 have marked) becauſè I believe them 
the true Repreſentations of the preſent 


'W Diſpoſitions here in this Matter of a ſe. 
* perate Peace : That is, the People in ge- 
beral, the Towns, the States, are all bent 
vupon it; from an extream Diſlike of their 
Allies Conduct, both in the Treaty and 
fthe War. But the Prince alone, upon 

E whoſe Honour the Allies have wholly re- 
lyed in all their Negotiations with this 
State, is not yet able to digeſt it; and be- 
ing equally apprehenſive of the Diſhonour 
may befall him, either by ſeperating from 
his Allies by a Peace; or purſuing the War 
in Conjunction with Spain ( whoſe Weak. 
| neſs and ill Conduct will make the Faults, 
{of which he muſt in common Opinion 
bear the Blame.) He is certainly at this 
time moſt extreamly deſirous of a general 
Peace; and will not only goe into it, in 
luch ways as his Majeſty (hall think che 
moſt expedient ; but will take it the Kind- 
lyeſt in the World, if his Majeſty ſhould 
think fit to uſe his Offices with Fance, ſo 
35 to bring it about with Honour to his 
{or Highneſs, in ſome moderate Satisfaction 

Jo his Allies. S 2 It 
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If his Majeſty interpoſeth no furthe: 
than by the bare and formal Offices of his 
Mediation at the Place of Treaty, and 
the Auſtrians hold off as they have hither. 
to done. I fuppoſe the French and Dutch 
Ambaſſadors at Nimeguen, will fall into 
ſeperate and perhaps private Negotiations 
of the Differences between them; which 
I gueſs (from the Diſpoſitions I can ob- 
ſerve on both Sides) will be very ſoo 
and eaſily adjuſted : And then the Dutt 
will be ready to clap up a ſeperate Peac: 
in two days time, whenever they groy 
more out of patience at the Slownels and 
Unſineereneſs of their Allies in the gener! 
Treaty; or more apprehenſive of Diſho. 
nour and ill Succeſs in the War. Or whin 
theſe or any other Circumſtances ſlalW 
bring the Prince to fall into the ſame Op-W 
nion with the States upon this Matter: 

_ Monſieur Colbert hath in many and pu 
ticular Diſcourſes, beſides others from thi 
Mareſchal 4 Eſtrades; told me ſo mui 
of their Deſires to enter into this Matte 
of ſeperate Negotiations and Meaſure 
with the Prince and this State; of the e. 
ſineſs they ſhould find in Points of Com 
merce, and Advantages his Highneſs ſhoul! 
receive by it to himſelf ; both in the Tre: 
ty, and in the courſe of the King the 
Maſter's Friendſhip hereafter; that I ſu 
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| poſe there can occur no Difficulty of that 

Side, whenever it grows full ripe on this. 
And therefore I preſume, the knowledg of 
| all theſe Circumſtances would be neceſſary 
por his Majeſty's information, in ſo great 
and ſo nice a Conjuncture; and more par- 
ticularly ſo, for his Inſtructions to us as to 
our Conduct at Nimeguen, whenever we 
meet with ſuch Motions there as are like. 
ph to ariſe from ſuch Diſpoſitions here. 
Ü beg your Pardon for ſo long a Trou- 
ble, and one word if you pleaſe of the 
incloſed by laſt Poſt from hence, being de- 
| liyered to his Majeſty, and your belief of 
my being always, 


. 
Tour moſt Faithful 


humble Servant. 
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To Mr. Secretary Coventry, 


Hague, Fan, 8th. S. N. 1677, 


IX, 


Am to acknowledg the Honour 
of one from you of the 5th paſt ; ſince 
which time I found it neceſſary for me to 
make a Turn hither ; both from-a Letter 
of the Prince which deſired it, and ſome 
Buſineſs relating to this Embaſſy that re- 
quired a Diſpatch ; and alſo that in ſuch a 
Conjuncture I might be perfectly inform. 
ed how the Game was like to play: Which 
could be known no where but here, not 
indeed by other Hands than thoſe I deal 
with ; which are the Prince and the Pen- 
ſioner. You will have known from my 
Diſpatch laſt Ordinary, all I am like to 
know upon the Subject of a general or ſe- 
perate Peace: And I find by Sir Lyonel 
Fenkins his Letter this day to me, that he 
is fallen upon the Scent of this laſt at 
Nimeguen, ſince I came away; and like» 
wiſe that he has received ſome Letters 
from Court ſince I left him; which looks 
as if you had apprehended it there een 
„ . an 
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and given ſome Orders in a late Letter 
| about our Conduct in the Caſe by way of 
Proteſtation ; which he ſeems much in 
pain about, and deſires my helpin, with- 
out having ſent me any Copy of Mr. Se- 
cretary Williamſon's Letter upon that Sub- 
ʒject: So that I can make no Judgment at 
all of the Thing how it is given us in 
charge. But if it ſhould be as I appre- 
hend by his Letter, that in caſe we find a 
ſeperate Peace between France and Holland, 
| concluding or concluded at Nimeguen with- 
out our Communication, we ſhould proteſt 
| publickly againſt it in his Majeſty's Name. 
I do not well underſtand to what purpoſe 
ſuch a thing can be intended. If we diſ- 
like the Thing, and it appear to Sanguine 
Men at Court, as dangerous as to Melan- 
cholly Men in the Country, we may endea- 
vour to prevent it; but if it be once con- 
| cluded, our Proteſtations can in my opini- 
on, ſerve only to irritate the Parties, and 
bind them faſter together by the apprehen- 
ſion of our being angry at them both, and 
at their Conjunction. Nor can I well ſee 
either what Ground ſuch a Proteſtation can 
have, any more than what Effect. For the 
Parties have not obliged themſelves to his 
Majeſty, upon his Mediation of a general 
Peace ; cither that they will not treat with- 
RT out 
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out his Mediation,nor ſeperately ; or if they 
had, the ſame Intereſts that ſorce them to 
break through ſo manyObligations to their 
Allies, would make them as bold with thoſ 
to a Mediator. Beſides, I obſerved in Mon. 
fieur Colbert's Exceptions to our Form of 
Powers; he faid,there was one effential De. 
fault in the very Diſpoſitive ; which was the 
omiſſion of that Clauſe, That they might 
treat with the adverſe Miniſters, either 
with or without the Intervention of the 
Mediators ;' and ſo we may certainly 
reckon they will do when Intereſt leads 
them to it. 1 | 
I I am forced to trouble you with this 
Diſcourſe , having received this Letter 
from Sir Lyonel Fenkins ſince I cloſe 
mine this Night to Mr. Secretary Will. 
amſon. I know not whether what | 
have ſaid be at all to the purpoſe, be. 
cauſe 'tis very likely I may have mil. 
apprehended the late Inſtructions ent 
us over, which are mentioned very 
ſhort” in my Colleague's Letter to me. 
Beſides, I am the apter to think I may 
be miſtaken ; becauſe I remember, 1 
on our deſiring Inſtructions two months 
ſinee, how to conduct our ſelves in 

caſe of ſeperate Treaties ; we had no 
Anſwer given us upon it. And 1 "= 
. | 5 te 
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tell you, that not only the Alliet 
are of opinion that we would promo s 
it; but the Prince himſelf ems to bo- 
lieve we would be glad of it; though 
I aſſure him, all our Inſtructions run 
quite contrary, and impower us only 
| ro perform our Offices towards the 
general Peace. es | 


= am ever with the Eſteem and 
| Truth that become me, | 
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To My Lord Treaſurer. 


Hague, Fan. 3th. S. N. 1677, 


My LORD, 

P ON the Incident of a Letter juſt 
now from my Colleague Sir Lyonel 
Jenkins, concerning ſome Inſtructions he 
had receiv d ſince I left him, in relation to 
a ſeparate Peace; I thought it neceſſary to 
write the Incloſed to Mr. Secretary Coney. 
try, having already clofed my Pacquet to 
Mr. Secretary Williamſon; and our Inſtru. 
tions commanding us to correſpond with 
the Secretary's of State; ſo as all Advi. 
ces of importance are neceſſarily addreſſed 

to one of them for our Diſcharge. 
However, I thought what I had written 
fit to be preſented to your Lordſhip as ear- 
ly asI could, in hopes you will give your 
Hand towards our full Inſtructions in his 
Majeſty's Mind upon this Matter. For my 


part, if I apprehend right what Sir Lyore: I 


Jenkins writes to me about a Proteſtation, ! 
eannot underſtand the Drift of ſuch a 
Council , nor why one ſhould be angry 
when one hurts no body but ones ſelf. To 
prevent the Thing may be a wiſe and 4 

JEN N ceſſa· 
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ceſſary Counſel, and in which his Majeſty's 
Meaning 'ought to have been ſignified e arly 
where it was likely tobe of moment to 
that end; but if the Thing ſhould be done, 
cannot imagine either how to ground our 
Offence, or ſeek our Revenge, and it would 
be to ſtay till we are ſtruck, and then truſt 
o crying out. Whereas, for ought I 
know, it were better to anger either of the 
Parties before a ſeperate Peace, than both 
ol them afterwards ; and if we muſt ſtrain 
any Points of Courteſie with them, to do 
it rather by making a fair and g eneral 
Peace, than by complaining and proteſt- 
ing againſt a ſeperate one. . 

I beg your Lordſhip's Pardon for this 
Trouble, and your Juſtice in believing me 
er. | _ | l 


% LORD; 


Tour, &c. 


PP , Es ace p YE OIST £6 


To 
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To Sir Foſeph Williamſon, 
Hague, Fan. iz. 8. N. 1677, 


SIR, 

1 Have received the Honour of yours of 
the 261 paſt, with the Copy of ano- 
ther of the ſame Date to the Plenipotentiz. 
ries at Nimeguen; for which 1 humbly 
thank you. As to what concerns the Points 
depending here, I can add little more than 
what I writ laſt ; but that I have received 
aſſurance that the States will give ſudden 
Order for returning of the Money, and 
Security given the Maſter of the Thong 
and John, taken by a Dutch Man of War 
from a Dunkirk Caper ; and this they will 
do upon the Aſſurance I give them ( from 
his Majeſty's Letters) of the like Procedure 

on our (ide towards them in like Caſes; 
All I have left, is the Affair of the Three 
Scotch Miniſters, which muſt be brought to 
a Conference; and that the Penſioners Il. 
neſs will not yet ſuffer him to aſſiſt at, ſince 
it muſt be at my Houſe, and he has not yet 
ſtirred abroad, but is ſomething better to 
day, fo as to give me hopes it may be to 
En N | © morro!/ 
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morrow, Or Thurſday ; if not, I will have 


it on Friday without him, and drive it as 


far as it will go. His Illneſs begins to be 
| apprehended by many, being a continual, 
tho ſlow Feavour, and would extreamly 


diſconcert the Meaſures of this State, if any 


thing of ill ſhould happen to him. Don E- 
manuel de Lyra who has abſented himſelf 
from his Poſt here for near three Months, 
upon the Shame of appearing without Mo- 
* ney for the Fleet from Sicily, and that to 
Denmark laſt Year, and the want whereof 
would have endangered ſome Trouble at 
E Amſterdam, if the Ships from Sicily had been 
able to come in before the Froſt, writes 
now word from Bruſſels, that he is prepa- 
ring to come away immediately; and that 


he thall do it with leſs regret and ſhame, be- 


ing poſleſt of the Money due, por el Medi- 


terraneo y el Baltico, y fin Gaſconado: which 


are the Words of his Letter, and have ſo 
much Credit with the Prince and the States, 
that they take it for a thing done; and it 
was high time. The Prince tells me, He 


thinks the Remiſes come by laſt Ordinary 
to Bruſſels, are of two Millions and a half 
of Crowns, but that more is expected. 
The Daniſh Miniſter preſſes very much 
for Money, Ships and Men here ; but I 
believe they will go hard from this State; 
who pretend the Danes may content them. 


felve 


0 
ſelves with their new Conqueſts, and the 
Spaniſh Subſidies towards carrying on the 
War. I know not whether they reckon 
well: For, however tlie laſt Action in Sch. 
ven paſt, or however it be told, I look up. 
on it as a very advantageous to the Swede, 
not only by gaining their Point in the re. 
lief of Malmoe, but alſo by being left My. 
ſters of the Field in that Province. And 
tho' the Loſs may have been equal on both 
ſides, or, perhaps, greater on the Swede; 
yet I'take that Crown to have much great. 
er Reſſources than Denmart, both in Bodies 
of Men of their own Natives, and in the 
Moneys from France; whereas Dewar} 
will find very hard to repair the loſs of their 
Foot in this Battel , without Levies from 
Germany, which will coſt more Money than 
they can well furniſh without the Subſidies 
agreed both from this State and Spain, 

I intend to get away from hence as ſoon 
as poſſibly I can, upon the preſſing Inſtan. 
ces made me from my Lord Ambaſſador 
Jenkins, as well as from Monſieur Colbert 
and Beverning ; but chiefly from the great 
embarras that you will find fallen upon the 
Buſineſs of the Aſſembly, by the irregulat 
Demarches of Count Kinski; wheteof I have 
been this day acquainted by a Copy of the 
Joint-Letter that goes to you with this Or- 


dinary ; which it they proceed one Pace 
farther, 
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farther, as it ſeems he intends, muſt of ne- 
ceſſity break all Communication between 
the Imperial and French Ambaſſadors, and 
conſequently give a ſtop to the Progreſs of 
any General Treaty. Sir Lyonel Fenkins prel- 
ſes me ſo earneſtly to give him my Advice 
by to morrow's Pacquet, what to do in cafe 
they receive a ſecond and more formal No- 
tification from Count X7ns& of his Arrival; 
in order to a ſecond Viſit of Ceremony , 
that I cannot avoid giving my Opinion up- 
on it ; ſince the Caſe is like to happen be. 
fore he can receive Directions from you. 

I think they are to uſe all Endeavours 
poſſible to divert Count Aiusti from this 
Reſolution : Firſt, becauſe it is contrary to 
the Stile hitherto uſed by all Ambaſſadors 
in the Congreſs, Secondly, Becauſe our 
viſiting the Count a ſecond time in Form, 
will be to give him a new Honour, which 
has not been pretended by, or given to any 
other Ambaſiador. Thirdly, Becauſe upon 
this Practice the French will certainly make 
him no Viſit, as receiving from him but 
half the Honour which he will have done, 
hot only to the Mediators, but to the Am- 
baſſadors of all the Allies, by two formal 
Notifications. Fourthly, Becauſe the Me- 
diators have already declared to him as 
well as to the French, their own Opinion 
n the Cafe ; and if any thing at all be al- 
| lowed 
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lowed to a Mediator , it is regulating 
ſuch Matters of Form as theſe. My hf 
Reaſon concerns the Honour of the Me. 
diation, and ſo muſt be private among 
us; which is, that a Preference has been 
declaredly given to the Mediators by 
Count Kinski in the firſt Notification, 
which, it ſeems, is not like to be taken 
care of in the ſecond. 

To gain this Point of Count Kinsk;, it 
will be perhaps neceſſary to employ the 
Offices of the Dutch Ambaſſadors, as well 
as the foregoing Reaſons 3 and poſſibly 
to tell him one of greater weight than 
all the reſt ; which is, that if the Miniſters 
of Auſtria retard the Progreſs of the Aſſem- 
bly by any of theſe Motions, contrary to 
the uſual Stile and Form, it will be inter. 
preted as a new and affected Delay; and 
the End of that will be to drive the Dutch 
into private Negotiations, or ſeperate Tre: 
ties; whereas the only way to keep them 
cloſe to a general Peace, were, for the 4. 
ftriansto expreſs all Facility towards it that 
others have done, at leaſt, in the formal 
and preliminary Parts of it. 

If by all theſe Reaſons and Perſuaſions, 
Count Xinfk; will not be prevailed with, | 
think the Mediators ought to tell him 


plainly, that in caſe of a ſecond Notifica 10 
on, they cannot take notice of it, ot _ * 
im 
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| him a ſecond Viſit in Form, without firſt 
| receiving his Majeſty's Orders, and fo at 
tend your poſitive Directions upon the Ac. 
count given you by this Ordinary. 
| In caſe Count Ainsti will be prevailed 
with to content himſelf with the firſt Noti- 
cations and Viſits made him upon them; 
then, I ſuppoſe, the French and Swedes may 
be appeaſed upon receiving their Notifica- 
tions ſo late; ſince Count Ainsti pretends 
to have yet notified none but the Mediators, 
land to have receiv'd Viſits from the reſt 
without Notifications. 
For my part, I ſee no other way out of this 
Wood; and if by Count X7ns&k7's Obſt ina- 
cy it muſt come to his Majeſty, I know not 
ell what in that Caſe can be done, but to 
ick cloſe to the Stile already uſed in the 
iſembly 5 where no firſt Viſits have been 
iſtinguiſhed by Cognito or Incognito: 
bince a change made by his Majeſty in this 
ractice will not only break all Correſpon. 
lence or Viſits between the Imperialiſts and 
French, but will give an Offence from His 
Majeſty to the French, by giving a Point 
ore to the Emperor than to their King; 
hereas they pretend to yield only Place to 
im, but no diſtinction of Rank, 
thought fit to trouble you with my 
[houghts upon this Occaſion, as well as 
o tranſmit them to my Colleague at Nime- 
| * guen, 
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guen, in regard they may poſſibly ſetve to 
give his Majeſty ſome little Light before 
the Reſolution be taken in it. And I wil 
preſume to add one Conſideration mon 
upon the other Embarras already fallen ot 
between us and the Brandenburgh Ambaſſ. i 
dors, wherein it ſeems his Majeſty has no 
yet interpoſed his Judgment; the Allep, 
tions on either ſide are ſo blank, contra i 
one to another, that it is difficult to dete, 
mine them; tho the Teſtimony of Mf 
ur Courtin, Oxenſtiern and Colbert, in vba 
they have themſelves practis d, or ſeen pn 
ctis d ſo often, ſeems not eaſily to be ſen. 
pled. . But the great ſtrength of the Bra 
denburgh Pretenſion will be the late Reſok 
tion of the Emperor, dated, as I remember, 
Nov. 25, laſt paſt, in the. Practice intended 
thereupon in their favour by the mperil 
Ambaſſadors at Nimeguen, and thereupm 
poſſibly by the Spaniſh too. Now this fer 
Conceſfion of the Emperor ſeems on on: 
fide to weaken the Brandenburgh Allegati 
ons as to former Practice (in which cak 
there would be no need of this new Refolu 
tion): But on the other ſide, it ſeems to in 
duce otlier Kings to give them what ti, 
Emperor does, to whom they yield in pon, 
of place. | 
This only is to be conſidered, whethe 
other Kings will take themſelves to be ob! 


> 
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:d by the Emperor's Stile to German Prin: 
es, ſince he may have an Intereſt in doing 
toward the deciſion of what remains in 
eſtion between him and other Kings. For 
bo the Emperor pretends to be in rank a- 
we other Crowned Heads in Chriſtendom, 
et as I, take it, the other Kings conſider 
im only as the firſt of Kings, but not as 
ea Rank above them. But if the Empe- 
lor can procure by his Example, the Ele- 
ors to be treated equally in all Points 
vith the Crowned Heads, it will be an Ad. 
antage to his Pretenſions, ſince there is 
rtainly a difference of Rank between him 
ad his Electors. In caſe Spain gives it by 
ie Emperor's Example, and from Conſi- 
rations of their preſent Confederacy 
oth with the Emperor and Princes of Ger- 
; the Inducements will then be ſtron- 
ger for his Majeſty to do it; and the Que- 
ion remaining will only be, whether his 
zjeſty ſhould do it without Aſſurance 
ut France and Sueden will do it too. For 
ice his Majeſty has already declared the 
ile he intended the Electors, and groun- 
led it upon the Precedents of Munſter and 
cher later Aſſemblies, if he ſhould change 
"Wis Stile upon the Example of the Emperot 
nd Spain alone, it may ſeem a Partiality 
o the Opinion and Practice of thoſe two _ 
owns, and againſt thoſe of France and 
1 Sueden : 
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Sweden : Whereas , his Majeſty as Meg; 
tor, may be allowed not to change h 
own Stile, but upon a Change or Conſe 
of all the other Crowned Heads. 

But the Determination of theſe Matt; 
muſt be given us by your Orders from jj 
Majeſty to us, and our Parts are no othe 
but offering the ſmall Lights we can towar 
his Majeſty's better Information in the 
Caſes. 

Monſieur Colbert ſends me word, th 
they have receiv'd their own Pleinpouvain 
and in ſuch a form, Que Monfteur Beveriy 
avoue luy meme qu il a tout cequ il demandii 
Which I take notice of as ſomething thy 
has paſs'd between them without the Cor 
munication of my Colleague at Nimegis 
for as much as I obſerve by their Diſpate 
And I doubt not but the Delays of the i 
Hes will haſten Monſieur Beverning one ur 
or other to enter the ſooner and deeper in 
to the Buſineſs, as far as lies particularly | 
tween France and them. 

I took notice in the Duplicate of the lil 
Letter to the Ambaſſadors at Nimeguen, 0 
his Majeſty's pleaſure concerning Mr. Hy 
whom ] have not yet ſeen, his Arrival har 
pening at Nimeguen ſeveral Days after Ii 
it, But I have given Order for the offen 
ing him all the Convenience of my Houlf 
or Equipage during his ſtay there; and wiifſo 

| (urpriz( 
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izd with the News by this Days Let- 
"of his having already left Nimegaen 
bon his way hither, where I am now like 
o ſee him firſt. 


Rd 
SIR; 


Tours, &c, 


_— 
* — — 


To the KING, 


— WW 


WH 


Hague, Fan. 15. S. N. 1677, 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty. 


Know no better AcknowledgmentsI can 
make your Majeſty for ſo great an Ho- 
pour as I received laſt Night by a Letter 
rom your own hand, than in the beſt Obe- 
eace I can yield to the Commands it 
Wrought me; eſpecially that of giving your 
ajeſty with all ſpeed an Account of what 
nncluſions the Prince ſhould fall into up- 
n the Subject of it. I have already had 
voAudiences from his Highneſs upon this 
eeaſion, and diſcourſed over the Whole 
1 thing 
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thing with the beſt Advantage I could, ty 
what your Majeſty propoſes to your ſel 
and to the Prince'with ſb great Reaſon i 
the Courſe of this Affair. Iſhall not troy 
ble your Majeſty with the Particutars d 
theſe Converſations, but give you as (hor 
and as cloſe as I can, his Highneſs's laſt An 
ver and Concluſion upon them; which; 
this, and to yhich he told me he woll 
refer himſelf in the Letter he intends thi 
INight to your Majeſty. 

His Highneſs ſays, that this being th 
firſt time your Majeſty has pleaſed to tal 
him plainly. the Conduct you would hn 
him hold in the courſe of this Affair; k 
is reſolved to let your Majeſty ſee hoy 
great Eſteem he makes of this Confidenc 
by the moſt perfect Compliance with win 
your Majeſty propoſes as the, firſt Stept 
be made in it; and by falling in with you 
Majeſty in the Concert of the reſt as fata 
he can poſſibly whenever he ſhall knoi 
more of your Mind. That their Ambaſſ 
dor ſhall receive Orders to give in a M 
morial to your Majeſty in their Maſt! 
Name, deſiring and preſſing the Contin 
ance and Enforcement of your Majeſty! 
Ojhces towards aGeneral Peace; and chit 
ly upon this Ground, that they apprehen 
the loſs of Flanders: without it ; and thi 

, his Highneſs wilt ſo concert it here, tii 


thi 
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this ſhall be in ſuch Terms as will reach 


your Majeſty's End, and ſhall be left for 
you to make what publick uſe of it you 
think fit. That, becauſe this cannot be 
prepared before the next Poſt, his High- 
neſs will this Night put into my Hands a 
Letter, figned by himſelf and the Penſioner, 
to Monfieur van Beuningen, giving him or- 
der to apply all his Diſcourſes in common 
and particular Converſations, to the ſame 
end ; and even to receive Inſtructions from 
your Majeſty in what manner and Terms, 
in what Places, and to what Perſon chief- 
ly to apply them. That this Letter being 
not to be communicated ſo much as to the 
Commiſſioners of Secret Affairs here, ſhall 
he incloſed by me to your Majeſty's own 
Hands, to uſe as you pleaſe; to give it pri- 
vately your ſelf, or cauſe it to be deliver» 
ed by any other Hand, and at ſuch time 
as you think fit: And his Highneſs queſti- 
ons not Monſieur van Beuninghens govern- 
ing himſelf in this Affair entirely to your 
Majeſty's ſatisfaction. That for the Mini- 
ſters of their Allies, he cannot anſwer for 


chem, becauſe he knows very well they 


have not a mind to the Peace, as his High- 
nels and this State have. That it will be 
hard to make them ſay what they do not 
think of Flanders being loſt without the 
Peace; but that he knows Don Emanuel e 

1 Lyr.s 
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Lyra to be ſo reaſonable a Man, that his 
Highneſs hopes to bring him to your Oyj. 
nion; that this Conduct is fitteſt for their 
Miniſters in England, and to prevail with 
him to write effectually to Don Bernard 
uporrit : And to this end, the Prince told 
me, he would write to Pen Emanuel de Ly. 
ra; that it would be abſolutely neceſſary 
for him to come immediately hither, and 
that at his arrival he would uſe his utmoſt 
Offices to diſpoſe him to it. 
In all theſe Paces his Highneſs thinks he 
goes to the utmoſt Length yourMajeſly can i 
deſire; and indeed I could not think of any 
thing more to propoſe. But after all, he 
ſald, he could not engage to go farther in 
the Endeavours of effecting the Peace, til 
he knew upon what Terms your Majeſty 
intended it : For, there are ſome that may 
be ſupported, and others that cannot ; and 
ſuch as theſe, they will venture le tout pour 
le tout rather than agree to them. And 
therefore it would be neceſſary to know 
your Majefty's Mind as ſoon as was poſlible, 
I told his Highneſs, I would repreſent 
this to your Majeſty, but deſired him to 
conſider, that there might very well be three 
Weeks or a Months time between your 
Majeſty's knowing his Mind firſt, and tel. 
ling him your own upon it ; or his High- 
ne's's knowing your Majeſty's firſt, - 
OTIS RES „„ 
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8 telling you his upon it, and expect- 
157 re nk 2 Return from your Maje- 
ſty. His Highneſs made a Pauſe at this 

and other . I uſed towards pre- 


vailing with him to explain himſelf firſt; 
eſpecially that of my believing, your Ma- 
jelty would be more pleaſed with it, and 
take it as a piece of more Confidence from 
| him. And having thought a while, he 
anſwered : That to ſhew your Majeſty how 
frankly he would deal with you, and with 
E how much Confidence he deſired to live 
in all that ; paſſed between you: He 
would not make a Difficulty of explain- 
ing himſelf - firſt, though he might 
have Reaſons to do it. That if your 
Majeſty had a mind to make a Peace, he 
thought you muſt do it upon the Foot of 
Aix la Chapelle; which you would have the 
more Ground for, becauſe you had both 
made and warranted it. That for Exchan- 
ges, he thought there ſhould be no other 
propoſed upon it, but only of Aeth and 


two laſt he thought imported a great deal 
more than the others, unleſs France would 
declare that they ended this War with the 
proſpect of beginning another; by which 
they may get the reſt of Flanders. That 
this is all need paſs between France and 
ain; and for what concerns the Emper- 
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Charleroy for Ayre and St. Omer; which _ I 
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or and this State: That the Emperor hg: 
ving taken Philipsburgh from the French, 
ould rafe it; and the French having taken 
aſtricht from this State, ſhould raſe that 
too. And ſo this whole War ſhould paſs, 
comme un tourbillon qui avoit enfin ceſſe, apres 
avoir menace beaucoup, et fait fort peu de 
Rmuements au monde. + 

Fe ſaid, for any other Intereſts that 
might be involved in this War; it would 
not be neceſſary. now to ſay. any thing of 
them : For if thus far were agreed on, the 
reſt muſt follow one way or other. That 
the Emperor and Spain had propoſed other 
Schemes to themſelves by the War, and 
therefore deſired the continuance of it, 
and would fall hardly.into this ; but if your 
Majeſty did, he would for his part do his 
utmoſt to effect it. in concert with'you, 
he hoped with them: And however del- 
red to know what you thought fit to be 
changed in this Seheme he had drawn of 
it. Lobſeryed two things to his Highneſs 
upon it. Firſt; that by it-the County of 
Hargundy, would be reſtored to Spain; 
with which: Condition your Majeſty was 
ablolutely of Opinion when I laſt attend. 
ed :you ;. that France would not hear of : 
Peace And I thought nothing had ſince 
paſs d in the War to make you believe it 
/ leſs, Secondly, that alter, ſo. many Ee 
que. 5 
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queſts made, and fo many expected by: 
France at this time; it would be very Hard 
to believe they could: be brought to reſtore 
ſuch Acquiſitions as they were poſſeſs d of;, 
ſo very conſiderable, and without any B. 
quivalent. He anſwered to the firſt; 
That Burgundy could not be leſt in the 
French Hands, without reſtitution of ſe: 
veral other Towns in Flanders : Upon 
which ſo many Debates would: arife, as: 
muſt of neceſſity draw the Buſineſs: into 
great Lengths, and leave all to the deciſi- 
on of another Campaign. But if your 
Majeſty perſiſted in your former Opinion 
upon that Matter, there was no way but 
finding out what was propoſed by Fruncr; 
as the Equivalent of Burgundy upon the 
Treaty of Aix, and regulate it according - 
1s the ſecond he ſaid I had reaſon; 
and he did not believe prance'would do it 
at this time upon other Motives than thois 
of your Majeſty's Interpoſition: Butt if! 
they would not conſent to theſe Terms: 
or ſome other near them that your Mastiꝶ / 
ſhould think fit to propoſe; the Warri 
oon, and God Almighty muft decide it 
hat all the Allies beſide this'Statewleſ#or* 
nothing elfe ; and tlie Spaniards” believed 
if Don John came to the Head of! their: 
Affairs, a8 he might very; well be⸗by· this 4 
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time, it would be a new World with, 
them : And the truth was, that Crown 
had great Reſſources, how ill uſe ſoeyer 
they made of them. That one good Town 
well defended, or one Battle well fought 
would change the Bufineſs. That for his 
own part, he would give in all that could 
be with his Majeſty to bring about a gene. 
ral Peace, upon very moderate terms; 
But if France would make them inſup. 
portable, they would venture all rather 
than receive them; and if they hoped the 
ill Conduct or ill Fortunes of their Allies 
would bring this State to make a ſeparate 
Peace, let the Penſioner or any elſe tell 
me what they pleaſed, they ſhould never 
do it whilſt he was alive. And he would 
ſay one thing further to me, that he had 
it in his power to hinder it: That if he 
dyed, he knew very well it would be made 
next day; but he did not trouble himſelf 
how the World was like to go when he 
was gone out of it; and perhaps we were 
the Perſons molt concerned to look after 
that. This was the end of his Highneſs 
Diſcourſe ; and the laſt part of it was 
{poke with a good deal of Emotion : With 
which he roſe up; and I promiſed to re- 
preſent the whole to your Majeſty in the 
trueſt Lines and Colours I could poſſibly 


(as 1 have done here,) and he told me he 
Os | would 
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would come to me before this Poſt went 
away, and put the two Letters he promiſed 
into my Hands. 

Il TI moſt humbly beg your Majeſty's Par- 
don for a Trouble which thould not have 
been ſo long if it had not been neceſſary ; 

and that you will pleaſe to accept that true 

and hearty Devotion wherewith I am, and 
| ſhall be ever, 


31k; 
Tour Majeſty's &c. 


To the KING. 


Hague, Fan. 19th. S, N. 1677. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, | 
Was forced to give your Majeſty ſo 
large a Trouble by the laſt Ordinary, 

that I ſhould not have the Confidence to 

tenew it ſo ſoon, but that I think it be- 
comes me to let your Majeſty know ; that 
upon the cloſure of my laſt, the Prince 
came to me and ſhewed me the Letter he 
bad writ to Monſieur Van Beuninghen, ask- 


ing me whether it would reach what your 
N = Majeſty 
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" Majeſty deſired. I told his Highneſs what 
indeed I thought, that it was as full as 
could be wiſhed towards the governing of 
his -private Converſation, but that your 
Majeſty expected ſomething that might be 
Open too and above board; which I thought 
could not be otherwiſe done than by a 
Memorial from the Ambaſſador to your 
Majeſty in his Maſters name. The Prince 
faid, that though the Allies would take it 
ill, yet it ſhould be done; and Orders 
ſhould be {ent him to that Purpoſe by the 
next. Aſter this the Prince told me, he 
had writ to your Majeſty, but not troy. 
bled you with the Detail of what had 
afs'd between us, having referred your 
Majeſty wholly to me in that Point ; and 
therefore he deſired to ſee my Letter; 
which he read, and ſaid it was not only 
what he ſaid and meant, but all he could 
fay till he knew more of your Majeſty's 
Mind. In the mean time, that he look. 
ed upon this as the firſt Pace of Confidence 
between your Majeſty and him ; That he 
hoped it would go on from this time, and 
prove fortunate to you both, He faid he 
ſhould go to Soeſdyke the latter end of this 
Week, and ſpend moſt of this Seaſon be- 
tween that and Dieren; at eitlier of which 
Places he ſhould be in my reach to Nime- 
gen, upon any thing that ſhould come f 
m 
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me from your Majeſty, and be neceſſary 
for him to know, and to take his Meaſures 
upon with me. I believe one Reaſon more 
is, that our Commerce there may paſs 
with leſs Noiſe than this here has done; 
which has given his Allies ſo great Allarms 
of my being here, to Negotiate a ſeparate 
Treaty with his Highneſs ; that he would 
be glad to be out of the way, and avoid 
their Expoſtulations upon a Matter where- 
in tho he does them no wrong, yet he 
makes them not of his Confidence as he 
has hitherto done; and is ſo hardned a- 
gainſt thoſe Delicacies he uſed to have in 
that Point ; that upon the Emperor's Mi- 
niſter entring very deep with him yeſter- 
day upon the occaſion of my being here ; 
he contented himſelf only to tell him, 
that he had yet heard nothing of a ſeparate 
Peace ; but ſuch a Conduct as that of the 
Emperor's had been theſe two laſt years, 
might put this State upon deſperate Coun- 
cils : And if Flanders myſt be loſt, it wag 
but what the Emperor ſeemed to intend ; 
and that if he, the Reſident pleaſed, he 
might write to Vienna what Anſwer he, 
the Prince, had made him. 

I will add only, that as I doubt not, 
your Majeſty will have what Helps his 
Highneſs can give you on this Side, to. 
wards ellecting the Peace; ſo I cannot 

ima, 


( 288 ) 
imagine you ſhould meet with any Hin: 
drances at home after theſe Inſtructions 
ſent to Monſieur Van Beuninghen ; and af. 
ter thoſe two Letters I writ fince my com. 
ing hither, to the two Sectetaries of State 
upon the Appearances of a ſeparate Peace; 
which I am confident were enough to 
convince all Men, that your Majeſty can. 
not endeavour any thing at this time of 
more Safety to your own Kingdoms 28 
well as Glory abroad ; than the ſudden 
Concluſion of a general one. TI ſhall end 
this Trouble with the ſincere Profeſſions 
of that humble and hearty Devotion where. 
with I am, and ſhall ever be, 


In; 
Tour Majeſty's &c. 


To the K I N G. 


Hague, Fan. 22d. S. N. 1677, 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


HE Prince defired me this Morning 
to beg your Majeſty's Excuſe for 


thoſe Orders I mentioned to Monſieur Fa" 


Beun- 
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Beuninghen, being not yet gone; for put- 
ting in ſuch a Memorial to your Majeſty, 
15 might reach the End you deſired. The 
Delay has been occaſioned by Returns of 
the Penſioner's Illneſs, and the extraor- 
linary Seſſions of the States of Holland: 
But his Highneſs aſſures me, it will not 
zi! of going by next Poſt, He deſired 
neat the ſame time to tell your Majeſty, 
that he has had reaſon given him to be- 
eve, France will be content to give Char- 
roy, Aeth, Oudenarde, and Courtray, for 
lire and St. Omer; ſo that he has been an 
i Negotiator in what he laſt propoſed ; 
but hopes your Majeſty is ſo much a Friend 
the Preſervation of Flanders, as to man- 
ge it to the beſt Advantage. I promiſed 
lis Highneſs to fay what he deſired me to 
four Majeſty, and in this manner to your 
Wn Hand, as he particularly defired it 
ticht be. But I muſt obſerve one thing 
gathered from the Penfioner upon this 
ubject, which his Highneſs did not men- 
an. Among many Overtures he has en- 
tained me with from France, both gene- 
and particular to this State; he told 
e in a Viſit to day, that France would 
willing to give thoſe four Towns for 
o, in caſe Sueden might be reſtored to 
they had loft. I asked him what was 
become of Burgundy, and he ſaid; to 
U return 
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return to Spazn, ſince the Propoſition ij; 
the Peace of Aix la Chapelle, with only 
that Exchange; and that he had it fro; 
a good Hand. I told both him, and afier. 
wards the Prince, that I doubted it upon 
that Point of Burgundy. The Prince is 0 
opinion, that if France be obſtinate in ng 
reſtoring Burgundy, ſome Temper migh 
be found in leaving it Neutral by Apree. 
ment. The 1 goes to morrow t 
Soeſayte, and 1 {hall return God willing, 
to Nimeguen the day after ; His Highne| 
having concerted upbn any neceſſary 
Communications from your Majeſty, thi 
I ſhall make a ſtep thither or to Diere, 
which will be done without much noik 
for a Night or two. I have been force 
in my own Juſtification, to give Mr. $ 
cretary Wjlliamſou this Night an Account 
of ſome Dit ourſes of Monſieur Colber, 
which 1, ſhould not 1 3 og have ment 
oned. I hope your Majeſty will thinkft 
ſuch Matters be private as they were in 
tended, fince at one time or other yo 
may make uſe of that Diſpoſition in hi 
and others to enter a little further int 
Confidences with me than with other M 
niſters. WY 

Lam and [hall be ever with perſect De 
votion and Truth, SIR, 
Tour Majeſty's & 


T 
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To Sir Foſeph Williamſon. 


Hague, Fan. 22d. S. N. 1677. 


SIR, 


HE unuſual Length of my Confer«s 
#4 ence with the States Deputies laſt. 
Thurſday, left me no time to give you an 
Account of it that Poſt : And a Viſit I re- 
ceived to day from the Penſioner hath left 
me no Occaſion to trouble you with the 
Particulars of ſo long and warm Argu- 
ments as paſſed on both Sides upon it. I 
will only ſay, that the buſineſs of the 
three Scotch Miniſters hath been the hard- 
ſt piece of Negotiation that I ever yet 


lr Intereſts of the Towns and Province of 


Kii land, and the general Eſteem they 
in bare, of Mackaird being a very quiet and 
yolfpious Man; but chiefly from the firm 
hinWerſuaſion they have, of not being obli- 


inte 
MyFvithout any Sentence having paſs'd a- 
ginſt them, by which they are adjudged 


DeWebels or Fugitives : And on the contrary 
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entred upon here; both from the particu- 


ed to it by any bare Letter of his Majeſty, 


iter a Sentence of Banithment againit 
G ctaird and Brown, which they ſay is by a 
| a 
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all Writers eſteemed wholly to extinguiſh 
their Subjection, and conſequently his Ma. 
jeſty's Right of declaring them Rebel 
aiter they are Baniſh'd, and become Sub. 
jects to another State. And they ſay, hi 
Majeſty would have no reaſon to take no 
tice of any Letter from the States deck 
ring any Man a Rebel, without a Copy 
of the Sentence pronounced againſt hin 
to that purpoſe ; the reciprocal where 
they expected likewiſe from his Majeſty, 
upon theſe Occaſions. But I found th: 
King's Honour fo far engaged in this Ma 
ter, by three ſeveral Letters which mui 
have been publick ; that have left no ſa 
o Arguments uneſſayed with the Prince 
rhe Penſioner, and Deputies both of ri: 
Provinces and Towns, to procure his M. 
icfty's Satisfaction, and make it paſs for! 
thing fo neceſſary to diſpatch, that it hat 
taken up two long Debates in the States 
Holland theſe two days paſt, though the: 
meeting was intended but for five day 
and for no other Buſineſs but the Levi 
of Monies neceſſary for the Campaigr 
yet this Morning the Penſioner came 
give me hopes that it might be effect 
this very day; and at leaſt the aſſurand 
that he would uſe his utmoſt Endeavou 
in it; and that the Diſpatch ſhould MF 
made by a Letter from the States to h 
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ajeſty, which ſhould be put into my 
Hands to go by this very Ordinary; fo 
What I will reckon upon it as a thing done, 
MWnleſs I ſee my ſelf forced to cloſe this 
Wicket without it. I incloſe the States 
heſolution about the Ship Thomas and 
eln, recommended by his Majeſty's Let- 
er, with the aſſurance of the like dealing 
bn his Majeſty's Side, in the like Caſes. 
For the Merchant Adventurers of Dort, 
ot only the Penſioner, but all the Deputies 
ie renewed the former Aſſurances given 
Ine of its receiving a final Anſwer, next 
Drdinary Seſſion of the States of Holland; 
Which is to be in February. And for the 
Ships taken upon pretence of Trading 
rom Enemies to Enemies Port ; the States 
Have upon my Inſtances Written a ſecond 
etter to the Admiralty of Zealand, to re- 
ire their ſpeedy anſwer ; upon which 
he Deputies promiſed their Endeavours 
o ſee Juſtice done in that Matter. 

The Prince goeth early to morrow mor- 
ing to Soeſdy e, where he intends to paſs 
vs much of this Seaſon as the Affairs here 
ll give him leave: And in caſe I receive 
Wie Satisfaction and Letter for his Majeſty, 
I expect this Night upon the Affair of the 
Wuree Scotchmen; I ſhall begin my Journy 
towards Nimeguen, either to morrow mor- 

ning or the day after, finding nothing 
3 8 more 
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more that requires my Preſence here, ql ® 
being much preſſed to my Return. In th" 
mean time, having newly received you *! 
of the 5th, I find a Paragraph in it, u hid of 


I think it will be neceſlary to anſwerh 5 
this Diſpatch, though I have not my Ia 
ters here, to which I might have ſome q C 
caſion to refer. | þ 
You are pleaſed to ſay upon the Subj bl 
of a {eparate Peace ; that his Majeſty py a 
much weight upon what! ſaid in mineq 0 
the 5th, of Monſieur Colbert's many ax _ 
particular Diſcourſes to me, as well asth : 
Mareſchal 4' Eftrades, of their Deſires; 5 
enter into this Matter of ſeparate Negoii g 
tions and Meaſures wich the Prince 1 
this State; which are the Words of ny ul 
Letter: And that you being called u 
in the Point, could not find any thi . 
mentioned till now, or at leaſt, not ſo wr 
that I had found cauſe to make that in f 
portant Judgment I ſeemed in mine of tit 2 | 
5th, to have made upon it; which wa; 
that I ſuppoſed there could occur no Diff 5 
culty on that Side, whenever it gros fi 5 
ripe on the part of Holland. ui 
I will confeſs in the firſt place; that 1 
I never had met with the leaſt Motive f 1 
this. Suppoſition from any Diſcourſes « « | 
the French Ambaſſadors ; yet I ſhould hay 11 


been of the ſame Opinion, and never q 
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| met wir any Man Fab doubted it ; fince 
the Conſequences of a Hatun Peace be- 
teen France and Holland muſt be the Loſs 
of Flanders, and the Dependance of this 
State upon France ; which are too great 
latereſts ever to be neglected by ſo Wiſe a 
Crown. But I ſhall now tell you what 
farther Reaſons I had to believe it, from 
the Diſcourſes I mentioned of the French 
Ambaſſadors, fince you are pleaſed to put 
e upon it; and that which might before 
4 paſſed for Wag to trouble you with, 
is now grown necellary for my own Juſti- 
Te in what I writ to you upon this 
Subject. BID | 
You may pleaſe to remember W hat I 
writ to you upon my firſt particular Viſits 
with thoſe two Ambaſſadors, after my Ar- 
yal at Nimeguen; the Overtures and in- 
&ed Inſtances they made me apart of en- 
ting into particular Intelligences and Ne- 
gotiations with me ſeparately from my 
Colleagues, and in order to cloſe any par- 
ticular Meaſures that might be entered in- 
to between them and the Prince of Orange, 
by my Intervention. You acknowledged 
my private Letter to you upon that Sub- 
ject; and ſaid, you had ſhewed it his Ma- 
jelty, but gave me no ſort of Reflection 
pon it, either from his Majeſty or your 
Jet; by which I might know whether it 
|. „ | Was 
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was fit for me or no to entertain or encou 
rage any ſuch Commerce, diſtin& from 
my Colleagues : And thereupon I took up 
the reſolution to avoid it, and to continu 
the Anſwers I had firſt made upon ſuch 
Overtures, of my having nothing at all 
diſtinct from my Colleagues, either in his 
Majeſty's Inſtructions, or ( as they called 
it) his Secret; or any thing that would 
bear me out in any ſeparate Negotiation; 
with the Prince; or any other Steps than 
thoſe of a General Mediator. Notwith. 
ſtanding all this, Monſieur Colbert conti- 
nued very particular Applications to me oſ 
chis kind, but with Inſtances much more 
preſſing about the time of the Prince's re 
turn from the Campaign ; and eſpecially 
in two very long and deſigned Converls. 
tions, which he grounded upon Letters 
he had received to that purpoſe from the 
King his Maſter. His Diſcourſes began 
with his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's Eſteem! 
my being able to contribute more than 
any Man to the Peace; ſince it depended 
wholly upon the Prince of Orange, and! 
had more Acquaintance, and (as he 
would have it) Intereſt with his Highneb 
than any other Miniſter. That nothing 
could be done of ſo much Service to tht 
Prince, as inducing him to enter into pat- 
ticular Negotiations with the King his 
oY 4: <1, | Wh 


Maſter. 
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| Maſter. That if they two could agree, 


the reſt of the Parties muſt fall into the 


| Meaſures they would take : The Kindneſs 


the moſt Chriſtian King ever had for the 
Prince's Family, and Eſteem for his Per- 
ſon : The Eaſineſs he would ſhew in all 
that concerned particularly the Intereſls 
of his Highneſs and this State. And there- 
upon he preſſed me by all poſſible Argu- 


| ments to undertake the bringing about 


this Intelligence between his Maſter and 
the Prince, When I excuſed my ſelf up- 
on our Inſtructions being common to us 
all three, and impowering us only to 
Offices of a general Mediation : He told 
me, nothing elſe could make a general 
peace; and that it had never been made at 
Munſter, but for the Duke of Bavaria's 
acting in the whole Matter, by concert 
with Frauee underhand ; by which he re- 
ceived all the Advantages he could pro- 
poſe to himſelf : And the Prince of Orange 
ought to play the ſame Game in this pre- 
ſent Treaty, and would certainly meet 
with the ſame Succeſs. Nor was it once, 
or twice, or thrice only that I have been 
entertained with theſe Diſcourſes ; nor 
Irom themſelves alone, but from ſome of 
my Friends too upon their Suggeſtions ; 
which was enough to give me ſuch a Sup- 
poſition as you mention, that there could 
. EO be 
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be no Difficulty on that Side, if the Thing 
ſhould once grow to be ripe on this. Hoy. 
ever, I ſuffered them to paſs as Matter; 
only of particular Converſation, and not 
worth troubling you with; fince it was 
like to have no Effect, by my excuſing 
my ſelf always from entring into any 
ſuch Intelligences without his Majeſty 
expreſs Command, and by my finding ng 
Appearances of the Prince of Orange gin. 
ing into any ſuch Meaſures, though other 
ways have been made uſe of to give hin 
the Impreſſions, by a continual Corte. 
| ſpondence which Monſieur 4 Eftrads 
holds with Perſons here to rhat purpoſe 
And I ſuppoſe you have reaſon to think 
I was not deceived ; both by what I toll 
you, the Prince ſaid to me upon the Sub. 
je& of a ſeparate Peace; the day ate 
that long Diſcourſe upon it with the Pen. 
fioner ; and likewiſe by what his High- 
neſs {aid to me ſince, that it ſhould never 
be while he lived; and that it was in bis 
Power to hinder it; which I then gat 
his Majeſty an Account of. And yet | 
am of opinion, that if beyond all Expect 


ation, the laſt Remiſes of Money had not ; 
come from Spain; and that the Mediterra. b 
nean 2s well as Baltick Fleets had come to Ye 
be paid off, before any Money had been 8 
paid by Spain to the Admiralties uy | 
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The Prince would have found Difficul- 
ties to carry on the War without en» 
dapgering a Mutiny at Amſterdam. On 
the other Side, I am very well perſug- 
ded to have given you in mine of the 
5th, the true Scheme of what will be 
the Procedure of this State in the Treas» 
tv at Nimeguen : Which is, to enter 
into Matter as ſoon as they can, to ad- 
juſt the Points that are particular be- 
tween France and them ; and after the 
Propoſal of Satisfaction to their Allies, 
to leave the management of that Head 
to the Allies themſelves; and ſo appear 
as to their own part to be hors + Af- 
fairs, and thereby lye ready to take 
ſuch Meaſures as Time and Conjunct- 
ures ſhall ſuggeſt to them. But, as the 
Prince's Firmneſs ſeems to ſecure t his 
Point while he lives ; at leaſt, if he be 
right in the Calculation of his own 
power: So, I am of his Highneſs's 
Opinion that nothing can prevent it, 
if any thing ſhould happen to his Per- 
ſon, And that on the other Side, by 
all the Diſpofitions I diſcover here, 
both in the Prince and States, his Ma- 
jeſty hath never yet found a more fa- 
vourable Conjuncture towards the ef. 
ſecting what he 2000 ſo long deſired, 
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and employ d ſo much of his Care in, 


as the happy Mediation of a general 
Peace ; wherein I ſhall endeavour at 
my Return to Nimeguen, to purſue his 
Majeſty's Intentions, both upon our 
firſt Inſtructions, and thoſe we continu. 
ally receive from your Hands, by his 
Majeſty's Command. 


am ever, 
SIR; 


Tours, &c. 
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To My Lord Treaſurer, - 


Arnheim, Fan. 25. S. N. i677. 


My LORD, 

had only leiſure in my laſt to acknow- 

ledge the honour of two I had then re- 
ceived from your Lordſhip, but ſhall now 
anſwer the Particulars of them, and give 
you as much Light, and as little Trouble 
by it as I can. The Offer his Majeſty made 
thePrince, concerning an Alliance after the 
Peace, was received by his Highneſs with 
all the ſatisfaction that could be; and he 
ſaid immediately upon it, that he would 
ſend it to the Penſioner to be communica- 
ted to ſome of the States, who he was ſure 
would be as glad of it as he, and would 
take it as a Sign of hisMajeſty's concerning 
himſelf not only in his Highneſs, but in 
the fatety of this Country : And that, for 
the Condition his Majeſty requir'd, of no 
Alliances in prejudice of it ; he ſuppoſed 
his Majetty did not mean thoſe they were 
already engaged in, and he was ſure they 
would enter into no new ones, but in con- 
cert with his Majeſty, in caſe he would bring 
them out of this War: Upon which Y 2 

ir e 
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Thoughts. Thus far I had reaſon to he. 
lieve the Advance made by his Majeſty 
would not fail of having all the Effeds 
your Lordſhip tells me you then propoſed 
to your ſelves. Bur when I acquainted his 
Highneſs with the Subſtance of Mr. Secre. 
tary Williamſon's Letter, after caſting up di. 
ſtinctly what it amounted to, he ſaid, he 
would die rather than make ſuch a Peace, 
And afterwards, that he would rather charge 
a thouſand men with a hundred, tho he were 
ſure to die in the Action; and ſeveral ſuch 
deſperate things as theſe. Afterwards he 
talked a great deal in colder Blood ; hoy 
loſt he ſhould be in Honour, to his Allies, 
and to all the World by ſuch a Peace as this; 
and that the preſſing them to it would 
have the fame effect as if he abſolutely 
broke from them by a ſeparate Peace. 
told him, that whilſt he conſider d his own 
honour on one ſide, his Majeſty muſt con- 
ſider his on the other, if he ſhould noi 
make ſuch Propoſitions to France as his 
Highneſs deſired, after having been their 
Allie in the War, and being now a Media- 
tor. The Prince anſwered me, that when 
ſpoke of his Majeſty's Honour, I could 
mean it only in the Eſteem of France ; for 
he believed every Body elſe would think it 
more honour in the King to make a * 
| napic 


fired me to acquaint him with his Majeſty'; 
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«ible Peace, than to ſuffer Flanders to be 
loft : And thereupon he fell into a great 
deal of Diſcourſe, what the Effects of that 
would be; and whenever it was that this 
State muſt of neceſſity fall into an abſolute 
dependance upon France, and could never 
think of defending it ſelf by any Alliance 
with England. That this Country was not 
made to be the Stage of a long War, by 
being wholly a Place of Trade, which would 
all die when the Country came into that 
Condition. And that beſides being of ſmall 
extent, the taking of one or twoTowns by 
France, would bring them into the heart 
of all their Provinces. I told his Highneſs, 
all that was true, but yet I knew bim ſo 
well as to believe he would venture it ra- 
ther than ſee this State grow a Province to 
France, as muſt follow that which he call'd 
falling into a dependance upon them, and 
that I knew he was not made to ſerve. He 
laid, perhaps I was in the right; and yet 
he believed he ſhould do ſome deſperate 
thing or other rather than come to it ; but 
that would do us no good ; and either with 
him, or without him, the thing muſt come 
to that iſſue, if Flanders were once loſt. I 
told him, I believed the King was as un- 
willing to ſee that as his Highneſs; but ask- 
ed how his Majeſty could propoſe ſuch a 
Peace to France as he deſir d, aſter ſuch a 


War. 
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War, as the Allies had made for theſe two 
laſt Campaigns, and with ſuch Appearan. 
ces as were of the next, even in his own 
Opinion, and by the Penſioner's Diſcourſe 
to me upon that Subject. The Prince (aid 
very plainly, that I had reaſon, and that 
they could not hope for ſuch from France, 
as things now ſtood, unleſs either his Ma. 
jeſty's Kindneſs to him, or the Intereſt of 
his own Kingdom would put him upon ler. 
ting France know that he deſired it; and he 
was ſure if that were done, they would 
come to eaſier Terms than he (the Prince) 
had already propoſed. If the King would 
not make the Peace, he knew no Remedy, 
but muſt try how the Emperor would 
make the War; and if he would do it a 
the State had propoſed to him,and as they 
had it in their hands at Vienna, to do if they 
pleaſed ; he might yet hope for a Peace 
that way, ſince he could not do it this, 
That, for his own part, he muſt go on, 
ſince he was in; Et quand on eſt à la grand: 
meſſe on y eſt ; meaning, I ſuppoſe, one mull 
ſtay till it was done, for there was no get- 
ting out. 5 
| I asked him, what I ſhould ſay about his 
Majeſty's Offer of Alliance; he ſaid he 
could make no Anſwer till he had ſpoken 
with the Penſioner and the Commiſſioners 
of Secret Affairs, but he would ſay oy, 
thing 
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ching of it in his Letter to the King: But 
chat was not the Buſineſs now ; it would 
be very well if the War were ended; and 
hould leave this State in a Condition to 
be defended : But they had now a Diſeaſe 
upon them that they were dying of, and 
we told them what they ſhould do when 
they were recovered. Thus he ended the 
Diſcourſe, and to fay truth, the moſt un- 
atisfied that ever I ſaw him in my Life, 
And I have given your Lordſhip all the 
Particulars of this Converſation, which [ 
had omitted in the Account I gave Mr. Se- 
cretary Williamſon; contenting my ſelf to 
give him the Groſs of it; being by his Ex- 
ample induced to write a good deal in Cy- 
rher, when I had none with me that I 
thought fit to uſe in a Buſineſs of this Mo- 
nent: And my own Eyes will not go 
through with it: And therefore I am apt 
to truſt to a Conveyance, which in near 
[x years Ambaſly in this Country, never 
ret failed me once. 

Your Lordſhip does me too great Ho- 
nur in defiring my Opinion concerning 
tie Terms of a Peace, as they now have 
paſſed between his Majeſty and the Prince, 
wherein I cannot preſume to mix any ſenſe 
o my own. The Prince told me abſolute. 
y, he had gone as low as he could, in his 
irſt Scheme I ſent from the Hague: * 
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by what his Majeſty was pleaſed to dif. 
courſe to me with great freedom when! 
was laſt in England: I am not apt to be. 
lieve he will go much farther than what he 
has already ſignified by Mr. Secretary il 
liamſon's Letter: So that I do not ſee any 
Appearance of their falling into a Concert 
upon this Matter; which I am ſorry fo, 
upon particular Reaſons between his Map. 
ſty and the Prince, and upon general one 
of the War, and Conſequences of it. fe 
I am apt to believe Flanders in danger d 
being loſt this Summer, or in ſuch a way 
to it, as not afterwards to be ſaved : And! 
doubt the Prince and Penſioner tell us the 
Truth of this State falling into an abſolute 
dependance upon France whenever that 
happens. Becauſe I remember Monſieur at 
Witt told me the ſame thing very oſten, 2. 
ter our Alliances with this State for the de. 
fence of it in 1668. And I know about 
three Months before thoſe were made, 
when the Dutch deſpaired of our entring in. 
to the defence of Flanders after the Peace 
of Breda, they had ſo perfectly agreed the 
Terms between them of dividing Flanders, 
that it was hindred only by the ſingle Di- 
lent of the Province of Utrecht. And the 
Penſioner in his Diſcourſes at the Zagae pul 
me in mind of it, by ſaying, amongſt 0 
ther things they could have by a o_ 

eacc, 


( 307 ) © 


Peace, that I could not tell whether they 


might not have Antwerp and Oftende, which 
[remember were part of the Conditions in 
Monfienr de Witt's Scheme. Upon the whole, 
conſidering how both his Majeſty and the 
Prince ſtand tyed in difterent Points of ho- 
pour upon this Matter; I know nothing 
like to ſalve all, unleſs upon this Reſolution 
in Spain, that Court ſhould be content to 
break their Marriage with the Emperor's 
Daughter, and endeavour it with Mada- 
moiſelſe the Duke of Orleans's Daughter; 
and France, in conſideration of that Marri- 
75 ſhould be content to part with ſome 
owns in Flanders, more than they would 
do upon a Peace without a Match ; ſince 
this way it would be done at leaſt with ho- 
nour. I know not whether in ſuch an Af- 
fair his Majeſty might not uſe both his laſt 
Offices in France, and a Perſonal Intereſt 
that he has (as I take it) in Don John. 
This, for ought I ſee, can be the only 
Expedient between the two great Difficul. 
ties in the Peace ; which are, that the Af- 
airs in Spain are ſo ill in Flanders, that the 
Allies cannot think fit to make a Peace up- 
on the preſent Foot, or any thing near it: 
And on the other ſide, thoſe of France are 
in ſo good, that it cannot be expected they 
ſhould eaſily be prevailed with to reſtore 
much by a Peace, when they are in ſo fair 
X 2 Appear- 
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Appearances of gaining ſtill more by a War, 
at leaſt in Flanders and Sicih. 

If ever a Peace ſhould be made, and leave 
Flanders in a condition of being defended, 
and the Prince alive ; I do not think there 
can be any difficulty in taking thoſe Meg. 
ſures with this State which his Majeſty has 
offered, and in the manner he ſhall deſire, 
As for that Circumſtance your Lordſhip 
mentions tor me to endeavour the obtain. 
ing, eſpecially having been offered before 
on this ſide , I take it to be a thing that 
muſt be eſtabliſhed upon private and parti. 
cular Confidence between the King and the 
Prince, and not by any publick or privat 
Treaties, conſidering the Conſtitutions of 
this Government. And this I remember to 
have ſaid to his Majeſty upon it, and le 
was picaſed to be of the ſame Mind. 

Your Lordſhip will find in both our com. 
mon Letters of laſt Poſt and this, of an 
Embarras {allen out between us and the 
Count Ainsti, about the Communicatios 
of his Powers to the French, before that of 
the French to him. We have made the beſt 
Excuſes we could; but to the thing it {elt, 
the Truth is, it will not bear it; tho he 
may on t'other ſide be too rigid in the Of 
fence he takes, and Satisfaction he expedds. 
But there was a Fault made, and it neither 
was the firſt, nor will be the laſt; and it 

Was 
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was fourty to one a greater had not been 1 
made next day; and ſuch, as I believe, [1 
would have broken all Commerce between 
Us and ſome of the Ambaſladors here. 


Jam, 1 
My LORD, || 
Tour, &c. | | 
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To Sir Foſeph Williamſon. 
| Arnheim, Fan. 28. S. N 1677, | 


SI R, 
Y laſt was of the 224 from the Hague, 
the next day being Saturday, I viſi- 
ted the Penſioner upon my Reſolution of 
going out of Town fo ſoon as my Letters 
then due ſhould arrive, the Prince being 
gone to Soeſdyke that Morning. I told the 
Penſioner the Orders his Majeſty had giv- 
en us at Nimeguen, to take off, upon occa- 
ſion, the Impreſſion made there among the 
Allies of his Majeſty's favouring a ſeparate 
peace; and asked him, whether he thought 
n * 3 it 
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it of ſervice to the Prince, for me to ſay 
ſomething of the ſame kind at the Hague, 
before Ileft it; the Jealouſie having been as 
great among the Miniſters there, as at Ni. 
meguen : He told me it was not worth my 
while, and that he was content they ſhould 
believe it, ſince it was in their Allies to 
help it or not as they pleaſed : That he hag 
the day bctore told the Emperor's Miniſter 
in plain terms, that if the Conduct at Vien. 
na continues what it had hitherto been; 
nav. if it did not ſall abſolutely into the 
Meaſures che State inſiſted on, by the 1360 
of next Month ; this State would be forc'd 
to make a ſeparate Peace, and he was con- 
tent the Emperor ſhould know it, I told 
him, it might be a fit Language to hold to 
the Emperor's Miniſter, but that I knew 
the Prince too well to believe it : That he 
had told me, it ſhould be never while he 
lived ; and that he had it in his power to 
hinder it; The Penſioner reply'd, that he 
ſhould come to it with as much Regret as 
the Prince himſelf, but that his Highneſs 
might be forced to it by the ill Conduct of 
his Allies; and if not ty that, by Mutinies 
o' the Feople here upon ill ſucceſses of this 
neut Campaign. That this late Revoluti- 
on in Spain had ſhewed what could be 
brought about by the violent humour of 2 
People, and that his Highneſs ways this 
3 „ ES . 0 OUNe 
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Country too well, to go too far againſt it. 
That, in ſhort, it would depend upon the 
Emperor and Spain; for if they took right 


and vigorous Meaſures, they might yet 


hope for a good Campaign ; if they fol. 
lowed ſuch as they had hitherto uſed, this 
State would be forced to a ſeparate Peace, 
unleſs a general one could be made before 
the Action of this Year began. This is all 
remember material in his Diſcourſes, be- 
ſides valuing what he had carried for his 
Majeſty's ſatisfaction both in the States of 
Holland, and States General, ſo much a- 
gainſt the humour of both in the Buſineſs of 
the Scotch Miniſters, for whoſe departures, 
within the limited time, he ſaid, Orders 
had been already given, 

On Sunday Morning I received yours of 
January th, with the incloſed Pacquet 
from his Majeſty ; upon which I immedi. 
ately began my Journey towards Soeſdyke, 
where I arrived on Monday Afternoon ; but 
net there only a Letter from the Prince, 
inviting me to come down to Dieren; his 
Highneſs having gone out that Morning a 
hunting, with intention to lie there that 
Night. On Tueſday Night I came to Arn- 
trim, and yeſterday Morning went to Die- 
en, where I {ound the Prince, and deliver- 
ed both his Majeſty's Letters. Upon read- 
ng the firſt, he ſeemed extremely pleaſed, 
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and faid, it was all the aſſurance that coul 
be given, and that he would ſend it tha 
Afternoon to the Penfioner, to be commu. o 
nicated to the Committe of Secret. Aﬀair; i 
to whom he was confident it would be the 1 
velcomeſt thing that could be, and yet hè H f 
would give them notice of the Secrecy re. 
quired in it. I told his Highneſs, I hope 
he obſcrved the Condition ſpecified, of mg. 
king, no Alliances in prejudice of this: E- 
anſwered, that his Majefty could not meu 
thoſe they had already ; and for any ney 
ones, he would undertake it while his Ms 
jeſty continued in this Mind. After thi 
he read the ſecond Letter, and ſaid it wa 
only of Credence to me in what I ſhould 
ſay of his Majeſty's Mind about the Condi. 
tions of the Peace. I diſcourſed the whole 
over in the fame manner and order, and a 
near as I could in the ſame Terms wherein 
I was inſtructed; valuing the whole as fuch 
à Scheme his Majeſty: thought poſſible to 
be obtained of France, rather than ſuch as 
he thought to be-wiſhed, if the Matter were 
whole, and the Affairs of the Allies in: 
better Poſture. I obſerved the Prince ol 
Orange change Countenance when I named 
Cambray, yet he heard me go through the 
whole Scheme: And when he had done, he 
121d, that Dinner ſtaid, and that he would 
talk of ix alter he had dined ; So ue wept 
A * ) up; 
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up, but 25 he was near the Door, he turn- 


ed and faid ; though we ſhould talk more 
of it after Dinner, yet he could ſay in few 
Words all that was to be ſaid to it; which 
was, that he muſt rather dye than make 
ſuch a Peace. Sod Sf EE. 

After Dinner we fell again into the Diſ- 
courſe. He asked me diſtinctly the Par- 
ticulars, and caſt them up ſeveral ways 
what they would amount to, both as to 
the preſent State of Things, and that up- 
on which the War begun: As, that Spain 
muſt by it part with Burgundy, Cambray, 
hre, and St. Omer; inſtead of the five 
Towns mentioned by his Majeſty. He 


aid J had ſpoiled his Dinner, that he had 


been thinking it over while he ſhould have 
eat; but upon the whole, was of the ſame 
Opinion he told me at firſt upon it, and 
that all muſt be ventured ſince he was in, 
and there was no other Way out. I told 
him, I ſuppoſed he would give his Majeſty 
his own Thoughts upon it; but hoped he 
would think it over a little more, and in 
all its Circumſtances before he did it: He 
replyed, that he would write that very 
Night to the King, and ſend me his Ler- 
ter next morning, ſo as it might go by this 
Poſt: But that to ſave his Majeſty "Trou- 
ble, he would refer him to me for Particu- 
hre, and only touch ſome Points een 
Sd. : | ra 
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ral. He then deſired me to let his Majeſty 
know, that he had been very plain in 
what he had told me, upon this Matter of 
his own Thoughts, when he writ laſt to 
the King : That he had gone as low ag he 
thought he could, with any regard to his 
Allies; or the Safety of this Country, 
That he doubted whether Spain would e. 
ver have been brought to it; but if his 
Majeſty would have fallen in, he would 
have uſed his utmoſt Endeavours : But for 
this, he was certain they would not, 
though they were ſure to loſe all Flanders 
by the War ; and that he would never pro. 
pole it to them. That if Holland ſhould 
make the Peace upon theſe Conditions, it 
would be the ſame thing as to make it fe. 
parate, and would have the ſame Effects 
by loſing wholly their Allies; and there: 
by caſting their Dependance abſolutely up 
on France : For if Spaia were left in this 
State, Flanders could be defended neither 
by Helland nor by England it ſelf, when. 
ever France ſhould think fit to invade it. 
That if Flanders were once loſt, Holland 
could not poſlibly be defended by England. 
againſt France ; and they would be forced 
to take their Meatures with them, rather 
than be made the Stage of the War. That 
hereby, what his Majeſty was pleaſed to 
ofler in his firſt Letter, would — to 
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ave no Effect: And that it depended up- 
n the Iſſue of the War, whether Holland 
,ould be left capable of being defended, 
deſerving the Honour of ſuch an Alli- 
nce with his Majeſty. He concluded, 
at what he ſaid at firſt, was all that could 
e (aid from hence. That if his Majeſty 
roceeded farther in this Matter; it muſt 
e with France : And thereupon repeated 
zhat he had faid ſeveral times before; 
ſhat if his Majeſty either upon Kindneſs, 
> Him (the Prince) or conſideration of 
hat his own Crowns might be concern- 
in this Affair, would help him out of 
his War * a general Peace, upon any 
enable Terms; there were no Mea- 
ues his Majeſty ſhould deſire, which he 
ould not fall into with all the Readineſs 
d Satisfaction that could be. If his Ma- 
{ly would not concern himſelf ſo far in 
t he muſt leave it to God Almighty to 
ecide 1t as he pleaſed, I deſired the Prince 
0 think again, before he writ to his Ma- 
y; but he ſaid he would certainly write 
0 Night ; and that all he could think of 
y Buſineſs, was thought in an Hour's 
me; and therefore he deſired me to 
Te this as his Anſwer ; Which that I 
light not miſtake, I repeated over as I 
pprehended it; and his Highneſs ſaid it 
5 right; and I have kept cloſe to + in 
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what I have written: Which is all I ſhaj 
or indeed can trouble you with upon this 
Subject. And I think his Majeſty has be. 
fore him, from my ſeveral Diſpatches ſing: 
Tleft Nimeguen ; the perfect and clear Stats 
of all Matters and Diſpoſitions as the 
play here, which yet may alter by the Ac. 
cidents that the Spring or Summer ſhil 
bring forth; but I believe not till the 

n the cloſure of this I intend for Nine. 
21 ; and there fall into the Footſteps] 
ft, and hope to recover my Health, 
which has ſuffered a good deal by thi 
Journey, and which I ſhall always refers 
for the Occaſions of his Majeſty's Ser 
VICE, kB METRO: | 


I am ever , 
81; 


T our &c. 


( 517 ) 


To the Prince of Orange. 
Nimeguen, Feb. 6. S. N. 1677. 


May it pleaſe Your Highneſs, 


Received a Letter from Mr. Secretary 

Williamſon by his Majeſty s Command, 
n anſwer to the Account I gave him of 
your Highneſs s Diſcourſes to me at Dieren, 
upon the Subject of his Majeſty's laſt Ler- 
ter to your Highneſs. 

I find the King apprehends by the Way 
and Manner of your Highneſs's Anſwer 
(in return to what I diſcourſed to you 
there, as his Majeſty's Thoughts in Con- 
dence between you, about the Conditi- 
ons of a Peace ) that what his Majeſty had 
offered upon that Subject, had not been 
nightly underſtood by your Highneſs or 
by me. Becaufe, firſt, the Thing is not 
meant to be any Propoſition that rhe King 
would make ( which his Majeſty thinks is 
not in his Part, nor has he any Authority 
to do it) but meerly a Confidence be- 
tween him and your Highneſs, in return 
of what you were pleaſed to ask of his 

 Wſajeſty, by your Letter of the x 57h paſt ; 
won which the King gave his Thoughts, 
nmed and applyed particularly to what 

your 
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your Highneſs had repreſented of you, 
as to the main Conditions of a Peace, 
Next, his Majeſty obſerves ; that the 
Change of Cambray was not a direct pan 
of the principal Scheme there offered 
but is added in the ſecond Place as why 
his Majeſty propoſes, were to be wiſhedin 
his Opinion, for the making as it were, | 
double Frontier to Bruſſels; if it couldh: 
obtained from France. And farther bis 
Majeſty obſerves, there were fix Town 
propoſed to be reſtored to Spain upon that 
Exchange; ſo as his Majeſty is of opinion, 
that what he has propoſed, if it could be 
got, would be better for Flanders (which 
is the great Thing the King thinks he 
ought to have in his Care) than wht 
even your Highneſs propoſes. And there. 
fore his Majeſty deſires you would think a 
little farther of the Thing, and not let ii 
fall ſo very flat as you ſeemed to do by 
your laſt Anſwer, without trying what it 
can be beaten out ro : For 'Things of this 
kind cannot be expected to have their per- 
fection upon the firſt Eſſay; but muſt be 
wrought upon with Patience and Temper. 
And ſo his Majeſty deſires, your Highnels 
will do in this; and let him know your far- 
ther Mind upon it, which his Majeſty de- 
Gres in the Point, for the great Care he is 
in, to have this Matter of Flanders ſecured Y 
before it be too late. But 
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But if after all, your Highneſs ſtill con- 
tinues of your own Mind, and that you 
ſo defire it; his Majeſty will very readily 
hand forward in the beſt Manner he can, 


all think fit to have him hand towards 
france; and give your Highneſs the beſt 
Account he can of the Succeſs it hath. 
But his Majeſty cannot but think range, 
the Thing having been taken up in Confi- 
dence between him and your Highneſs, 
and ſo reſolved to be handled between you, 
hould thus be wholly let fal! Ly your 
Highneſs. 

This being what I have order to write 
to your Highneſs upon this Subject, from 
his Majeſty ; I ſhall not preſume to en- 
ceaſe your Trouble any further, than by 
the Profeſſions of that Paſſion and Truth, 
vherewith I am ever, 


Tour Highneſs's moſt 
Faithful aud moſt 


Obedient Servant. 


this or any other Scheme your Highneſs 


— 


1 
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To Sir Foſeph Williamſon, 


Sceſd ye, Feb. 26. S. N. 175 


1 _— — 3 = mm a— — 


SIX, 

N Friday laſt I received a Letter by 

an Expreſs from the Prince, by 

which he deſired me to meet him at thi 
Place on Sunday, as I accordingly did; 
And had laſt Night a long Converſation 
with his Highneſs upon the Subject of my 
Letter to him; which as you will have ob. 
ſerved by the Copy I ſent you, was a pe. 
{et Extract of what you were pleaſed to 
write to me by his Majeſty's Commandoſ 
tlie 30th paſt. I repeated to him again 
his Majeſty's Apprehenſion of his Highnels 
having miſtaken the Thing as it was of. 
fered by his Majeſty. In regard that of 
Cambray was not made a direct Part of the 
principal Scheme ; but added only as the 
Kings Opinion for making a ſort of 1 
double Froritier to Bruſſels, if it could be 
obtained from France. And alſo that by 
this Scheme there would be ſix Towns re. 
ſtored to Spain, whereas his Highneſs had 
reckoned there would be but five. * 


— . Gi. —— 
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"The Princereplyed, he underſtood there 
would be but five of thoſe that were given 
to France by the Peace of Aix; and that 
you had given an autre four 4 cette affaire, 
mais que cela ne change pas la choſe. But, 
that the Difference was plain between his 
Majeſty's Thoughts and his : For his Ma- 
Ky intended they ſhould treat ſur le pied 
+ ce que la France poſſedoit 4 preſent, et que 
ls echanges ſe feroient la deſſus. Whereas 
bis (the Prince's) meaning was, that 
they ſhould treat upon the foot of Aix la 
Chapelle, and that the Exchanges ſhould be 
made upon That. | 

I told him, his Majeſty deſired however 
tht he would think a little further of ir, 
1nd not let it fall ſo ſuddenly ; ſince his 
Mijeſty's deſign was the ſecuring of Flan- 
ters before it were too late : And that 
bowever, if his Highneſs ſhould continue 
ab the ſame mind; the King would be 
wing to hand over to France any Scheme 
ne Prince ſhould think fit, and give him 
the beſt Account he could of it. 

The Prince replyed, that he had conſi- 
gered enough of it; but did not well 
know what he could ſay more upon it, at 


me of it at the Hague, lie was not only 
ery deſirous of a Peace; but of opinion 
hat it might have been compaſied this 
* Win 


this time. That when he had firſt ſpoke 
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Winter, and thought it was fitter for him 
to addreſs himſelf to his Majeſty upon it, 
than go any other way; both becauſe he 
believed his Majeſty defired the Peace, ang 
was alfo concerned that Flanders ſhould 
not be loſt, That he had made ce pa d. 
avance, in telling the King his Thoughts 
upon the Terms; and had ſome reaſon to 
hope, that France might have been con- 
tented with them, if his Majeſty had fal. 
Jen into the ſame mind. That he wy 
very ſorry the King's Thoughts had been 
fo different from his, and ſuch as he is fur 
he cannot agree to if he be a Man of Ho. 
nour ; conſidering how he ſtands engage! 
to his Allies. That he is not at all conh. 
dent he could have brought them to what 
he had propoſed ; but ſhould however have 
endeavoured it, and whenever his Miaje- 
ſty's Thoughts come nearer his, that he 
ſhall be till glad to know them : But he 
now looked upon the Campaign as b gun, 
and bclieved, at the very time we talked, 
the Guns were playing before Valenciemes, 
and that the Succeſs of the Campaign 
would every day change the Pretenſions 
of the Partics in po'nt of the Peacc. Thi 
for his own part, he now {aw no hopes 0 
it; but expected a very long War, unleſ 
Flarders ſhould be wholly loft ; and in that 


caſe the States muſt make the beſt Took 
they 


„„ 
they could. But he confeſſed he was of 
the Spaniards mind, that it was better to 
loſe Flanders by a War than by a Peace. 
That he believed Valenciennes would be 
taken, and perhaps St. Omer too ; and the 
more Towns were taken, the more Diffi- 
cult the Peace would be, ſince there could 
be found no Equivalent for them upon a 
Treaty. That he expected a very ill Be- 
ginning of the Campaign, and to make an 
ill Figure in it himſelf ; at leaſt till the 
Getmans took the Field: But he was in, 
and muſt go through with it ; and the beſt 
was, that few Campaigns end as they be- 
gin, That he gave his Majeſty Thanks 
ſor his Offer of handing any Propoſition 
from him to France ; but that was never 
his Meaning; for if it had, he could eaſi- 
ly have found a directer way: But his In- 
tention was to enter into a Confidence with 
his Majeſty alone upon that Subject; and 
to owe a Peace to him if they had agreed 
upon the Terms, But if any thing be pro- 
poled to France, otherwiſe than as his Ma- 
ſlty's own Thoughts; it muſt be from the 
Alliance, and not particularly from him. 
 ITasked his Highneſs whether he would 
not write to the King upon this Subject ; 
but he excuſed it upon his having ſo many 
other Diſpatches laſt night upon his Hands, 


und his going ſo early this morning to the 


2 Hague . 
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Hague: Upon which he defired me to let 
his Majeſty know all we had been able to 
ſay upon it: I repeated it to him, as near 
as I could to what he had ſaid ; and upon 
his approving of it, immediately ſet it down 
in writing, according to what I have now 
tranſmitted to you. 

His Highneſs went this Morning by five 
a Clock towards the Hague, and talks of 
going from thence in eight or ten days, [ 
have ſtay'd here till this afternoon upon 
the Diſpatch of my Letters, that I might 
not loſe this Poſt ; but am now returning 
towards Nimeguen ; and ſhall not lengthen 
this Trouble beyond the Aſſurances of my 
being ever , 


1 


Tours, &c. 


— m—— 


To My Lord Treaſurer, 


Nimezuen, March 25th. S. N. 1677. 


A; L. OR D, 
Vere not excuſable to offer your Lord. 
lip many Troubles of this kind, at 1 
time | know you have ſo many of ora 
c 
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yet having lately received an Intimation 
from my Son, of your Lordſhip's Deſire, 
to know if I had lately heard of any Pro- 
ject oftered by the French to the Prince of 
Orange towards a Peace; I thought it be- 
came me to tell your Lordſhip my (elf, 
that ſince the Account I gave Mr, Secreta- 
ry Williamſon of what paſſed at my laſt In- 
terview with his Highneſs at Soeſdyke; 1 
have not heard ot any thing of that kind, 
farther than the Jealouſys of Doz Pedro de 
Ronquillo, about ſome private Negotiati- 
ons between them upon the Articles of the 
Marine Treaty, which he the more appre- 
hends by the Delays of the Dutch Ambaſſa- 
dors, to enter into that Matter here ; as 
they pretended to do within few Days af- 
ter the Exchange of the Pretenſions be- 
tween the Parties. It there be any thing 
of that kind on foot, I believe it is between 
the Mareſchal 4 Eftrades and the Penſions 
er, by the Intervention of one Peſſer (as 
[remember his Name is) who was Peuſi- 
oner of the Town of Maſtricht when the 
French took it ; and who has kept up a 
Correſpondence of Letters with the Mareſ- 
chal ever ſince his Return into Holland. 

The Penlioner had formerly ſhewed me 
leveral of thoſe Letters in general Terms, 
about the Advantages the State might find 
in a Peace with France. And when I was 
LHR Y-3 la k 
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laſt at the Hague, he told me he newly re- 
ceived two with very particular Overtures. 
] would fain have ſeen them, but he ex. 
cuſed it upon knowing that I was bound 
to give an Account of them to Court ; and 
ſuſpecting that no other Uſe would be made 
of them there, but communicating all to 
France, which would loſe the Penfioner's 
Credit upon ſuch Occaſions. | 

On the other ſide, Monſieur Colbert and 
d Avaux have told me, that the Reaſon 
of their Maſter's ſending Monſieur d E. 
frades hither inſtead of the Duke de Yitry 
(who was in the firſt Commiſhon ) was 
the Poſſeſſion he had given the Miniſters 
in France, of the great Correſpondences 
he had in Holland. Upon which Point, tho 
i know he is very pretending ; yet I do 
not think it goes farther than what I have 
mentioned, and had not reached any thing 
3 with the Prince when I ſaw him 
alt. 

| Beſides, I left his Highneſs ſully reſoly- 
ed upon the Proſecution of the War this 
Campaign, without more Thoughts of the 
Peace aſter that Tranſaction with his Ma- 
jeſty had failed: And I hear Don Fohz has 
not only performed with him in what Pay- 
ments were due to the Admiralty at An- 
ferdam ; but in an Advance of 50000 
Crowns, and a Fund for the reſt of his | 


High. 


( 327 ) 


Highneſs's Perſonal Debts from Spain, and 
likewiſe had eſtabliſh'd a Courſe that will 
not fail for the tranſmitting two hundred 
thouſand Crowns a Month for the Affairs 
of Flanders and Payment of the Allies. So 
that I do not well fee what can prevent 
the Courſe of this Campaign, unleſs the 
Emperor ſhould fail in what he aſſured 
the Prince of Orange, concerning the Mo- 
tions and Conduct of the German Armies, 
either by the Uncertainty of the Councils 
at Vienna, between the differing Factions 
of the Duke of Lorrain and Montecuculi in 
that Court ; or by the faultering of ſome 
of the Princes of Germany in the Alliance, 
which has been of late ſuſpected of the 
Dukes of Lunenburgh. In theſe Caſes, or 
any other that ſhall hinder the German Ar- 
mies from drawing oft the French Forces 
from Flanders into Germany ; it will not be 
in the Power of the Prince of Orange and 
the Spaniards to ſave the reſt of Flanders 
this Summer: And what Meaſures that 
will draw on of force; between his High- 
neſs and France, I cannot tell. But other- 
wiſe, if the Germans perform what they 
have promiſed their Allies, it may be a 
warm Summer on that ſide ; and the poor 
Remainder of Flanders after tlie loſs of St. 
Omer and Cambray ( which the French Am- 
baſſadors here aſſure themſelves of) may 
2 75 4 b2 
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be ſaved by Diverſion ; for otherwiſe it « 
never can. | . 1 
Thus I believe that Affair plays at pre- I v 
/ 
y 


ſent. la the mean time I muſt confels to 
your Lordſhip, Iwas troubled to find the 
Prince go into the Field, ſo ill ſatisfyed i 
with that Scheme of Peace, which his Ne 
Majeſty by Mr. Secretary Williamſons 
Letter, ordered me to communicate to 
him : And the more, becauſe ſome Words 
he let fall in the heat of Diſcourſe, made 
me doubt; if he ſhould have a mind here. 
after to make any Overtures to France, 
he might do it by ſome other way than 
by his Majeſty. For as to the Thing it 
ſelf, he thought what the King propoſed 
was the utmoſt that France would have 
asked. Nay, he ſaid he had Reaſon to 
believe when he ſpoke to me firſt ; that 
Fraxce would have accepted even what his 
Highneſs mentioned, it his Majeſty would 
but have propoſed it as his own Opinion: 
And he wondred his Majeſty would not 
make that Pace; and at leaſt ſend his 
Highneſs the Anſwer of France upon it. 
Then tor the Manner, he was as much 
unſar:siyed as with the Matter of it. 
tle faid , Mr, Secretary Williamſon 
thought he could make him miſtake 
the Thing by giving it an autre tour; 
and that he could ſatisſy him with /z 


A 
Cres 


( 329 ) 


crime foitee : And asked, why ſuch Deal- 
ing with ſo plain a Man as he (the Prince) 
was: And ſaid, that if he had thought 
q/on auroit pris I affaire de cet air li, he 
would never have troubled them with it 
in England; and could have found a near- 
er way to France, 

I faid what I could to ſatisfy him: But 
he has a Way of falling downright into 
the Bottom of a Buſineſs,and is to be dealt 
with no other way that eyer I could find ; 
and upon this Occaſion, ſaid a great deal 
very ſharply of ſome of the Kings Mini. 
ters dealing artificially with him, and be- 
lieving they could talk him into any 
thing : Which he ſaid, was not a Way to 
do Buſineſs, and only ſhewed the mean O- 
pinion they had of him, that they thought 


was to be dealt with by ſuch Methods as 
tlole, 


Jam ever, 


My LORD; 


Tour, &c. 


To 
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To Mr. H------e. 


Nimeguen, May 21ft. S. N. is77, 


SIR, 

Am to acknowledge the Favour of one 

from you of the 82h, and the Teſtimo- 
nies it gave me of the continuance of your 
Kindneſs to me, and remembrance of our 
Converſation here, which I queſtion not 
will begin again where it ended, at what 
time, or in what place ſoever it happens to 
be renewed. Since you tell me you knoy 
no more of your return hither than 1 find 
by your Letter, Iwill enter no farther upon 
aDiſcourſe you ſeem reſolved to let fall, bit 
attend the effect of thoſe good Words you 
give me, about employing me in your Ser. 
vice here, when youbegin to look this way, 
T ſuppoſe this day will for the preſent have 
turned your Thoughts upon another Scene, 
and by the Motions whereof they here ei. 
ther hope or fear that the Meaſures of thus 
will be influenced. 
For my part, I am ſo much a Stranger 
to the Councils in England, that I cannot 
pretend to give my ſelt the leaſtAccount ol 


them upon this Occaſion, and much "yl to 
EEG otnet 
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other men that are very inquiſitive after 
them. And am very well content to be ſo; 
for you know-all myPoliticks are at an end 
with that of my late Negotiation at the 
Hague: And I pretend no more than to do 
2 plain Duty while I am in theſe Employ. 


ments, and paſs a private eaſy Life after this 
ic ended; and inſtead of Care to mend the 


World, buſie my Thoughts no farther than 
with that of mending my ſelf. All we wiſh 
is, that we might at one time or other loſe 
theReproach I told you, of Flutuation per- 
petuelle, and reſolve for good and all what 
Ends and Points are fitteſt for us to purſue, 
2nd then bend our Endeavours in ſteddy 
Courſes to bring them about ; and when 
one way fails, try another, as we have good 
Examples. And I think in Politicks as well 
u Morals, it is a good Queſtion of one of 
yourFriends and mine, tho our Colleague's 
Enemy, Rs 


ble aliquid quo teuds, & in quod dirigis arcum, 
An paſſin ſequeris corvos ? ENS 


And there I leave all theſe kind of 
Thoughts, and wiſh you happy ſucceſs in 
this Seſſion of Parliament you are entring, 
ind the good Fortunes and Entertainments 
fou propoſe to your ſelf at Court, or any 

Rep | where, 


(334 1 


where, and tomy ſelf many Occaſions of 


expreſſing how much Iam, 
Tour moſt Faithful 
and moſt Humble Servant. 


r 


— 


To my Lord Biſhop of 
ROCHESTER. 


Nimeguen, May 21ſt, S. N. 1677. 


My LORD, 

|| Am unacquainted with Thanks or Prii- 

ſes, having ſo little deſerved any, that 
I muſt judge of them rather by the Report 
of others, than by any Experience of my 
own. But if by either I underſtand any 
thing of them, all the Charm or Value they 
have, ariſes from the Eſteem a man has ot 
the Perſon that gives them, or the belief, in 
tome meaſure, of his own deſerving them: 
The firſt of theſe Circumſtances gave ſo 
great an Advantsg2 to thoſe I had lately the 
honour of receiving from your Lordſhip in 
a Letter delivered me by Mr. Dolben, that 


the want of rhe other was but 3 to 
25 allay 
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lay the Vanity they might otherwiſe have 
given me. But where a man can find no, 
ground to flatter himſelf upon the Thanks 
he receives, he begins to conſider whether . 
they are Praiſe or Reproach : And fo I am 
ſure I have reaſon to do in theAcknowledg- 
ments your Lordſhip is pleaſed to make me 
of any Favours to your Son, io has never 
yet been ſo kind to me as to give me the 
leaſt Occaſion of obliging him. I confeſs 
[ould have been glad to meet with any, 
tho' do not remember ſo much as ever to 
have told him ſo; but if he has gueſt it from 
my Countenance or Converſation, it is a 
Teſtimony of his obſerving much, and judg- 
ing well; which areQualities I have thought 
him guilty ol, among, thoſe others that al- 
log me to do him no Favour but Juſtice on- 
ly ir: citecming him. *Tis his Fortune to 
have bers tetorchand with me, by giving 
your Lorathip an occaſion to take notice of 
me, and thereby furnithing me with a Pre- 
tence of ntring into your Service; which 
gives him a new Title to any I can do him, 
and your Lordihip a very juſt one to em- 
ploy me upon all Occaſions. 
Notwithſtanding your Lord{hip's favour- 
able Opinion, I will aſſure you, tis well 
for me that our Work here requires little 
Skill, and that we have no more but Forms 
to deal with in this Congreſs, while the 
I reaty 


( 334) 
Treaty is truly in the Field, where the Con: 
ditions of it are yet to be determined. Fit, 
viam invenient 5 which is all I can ſay of it: 
nor ſhall I increaſe your Lordſhip's preſent 
Trouble beyond the Profeſſions of my be. 
ing, 


My LORD, 
Tour Lordſhip's 
moſt Obedient 
Humble Servant. 


* £7 
0” - 8 * 


— 


To my Lord Treaſurer. 
Nimeguen Fune 25. S. N. 1677. 


My LOR D, 
Fl res to make your Lordſhip the 
| acknowledgments TI owe for the Honout 
and Kindneſs of your laſt Letter, this I am 
ſure would be made np of nothing elſe. And 
therefore when I have aſſur d your Lordſhip 
that no man could be more obliged than I 
was by it, nor more ſenſible than I was 2 
0 


c 


1 


( 335 ) 

on it; [hall tell you without more Circum- 
tance, what my Thoughts have amounted 
to upon the Conſideration. of that Propoſal 
you are pleaſed to make me from theKing. 
His Majeſty has always been ſo gracious to 
me, but ſo much more particularly in the 
opinion of my being capable of ſerving him 
in that Station your Lordſhip mentions ; 
that if T were worth that Sum, or a greater 
than what it feems Mr. Secretary Coventry 
expects, I would the readieſt in the World 
ly it down, either upon this Occaſion, or 
my other; or upon none at all beſides the 
kait ignification of his Majeſty's Pleaſure. 
bit in the Condition of myFortune, I will 
ure your Lord{hip, it were as eaſy for me 
to coyn it, as to find it any other ways; my 
Father living ſtill, and keeping the whole 
Eſtate ot the Family: And the beſt Husban- 
dry in ſuch Employments as mine have 
been, reaching no farther than to bring the 
Year abour, unleſs upon the change of them 
ome Preſents attend it. But, if either it 
hould arrive, that I ſhould outlive my Fa- 
ther, who is very infirm ; or that this Em- 
poyment ſhould end with the Preſents uſu- 
{ to Mediators, I ſhall leave it wholly to 
iis Majeſty to command me ho to diſpoſe 
af any thing I ſhall thereby poſſeſs. And I 
m of opinion upon the general Profpect I 
aye into the Affairs of Chriſtendom from 

| my 
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my Station here, that I ſhall eafily ſee to an 
end of this Employment, as ſoon as this 
Campaign is done :. And that within three 
Months after we ſhall either fall into the 
War, or ſhall ſee a Peace of one ſort or 
PA 

In either of theſe Caſes my Figure here 
determines, and ſhall do ſo in Holland too, if 
his Majeſty gives me leave; and the Pre. 
ſents of this laſt will bring ſomething into 
my Purſe, tho' the other ſhould fail, and 
go a little way towards what your Lordlkip 
propoſes. And 'tis poſſible that in the mean 
while I may be a little neceſſary to his Ma- 
jeſty's honour in this very Poſt, where it 
happens unfortunately, that tho' the wile 
Paces a Miniſter makes may never be worth 
taking notice of, yet he lies every day in 
the way of making ill ones; and upon them 
lies as open both to his Majeſty's Diſho- 
nour and his own, as perhaps in any Em- 


ployment of the World beſides. 


Upon Mr. Secretary Coventry's Part in 
ſuch a Delay I can ſay little, but hope his 
Majeſty will be content, at the leaſt foro 
long, to keep a good Servant, inſtead ol 


hazarding an ill one: And Ithink the Bar- 


gain between my Lord Arlington and Mr. Se 
cretaryVilliamſon depended a great deal Jon: 
ger than this can do; tho, as I remember, 


it was but ſix thouſand Pounds that was gi- 
yen 
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yen between them, and my Lord Arlington 
pave my Lord St. Albans ten. And if his 
Majeſty ſhould have a mind in the mean 
time to excuſe himſelf from admitting any 
other, by ſaying he is engaged; he may ve- 
ry well do it upon what he was pleaſed to 
iy to me in the Year 1674. after the Peace 
was made, when I made my Acknowledg- 
nents as well as Excuſes upon the Offer of 
going Ambaſſador into Spain: That he in- 
ended me a better Thing; and that tho he 
was then engag d, yet when it fell again I 
hould have it. I do not ſay this to lay the 
laſt hold in the world upon any ſuch Pro- 
nile, but to fourniſh hisMajeſty with theEx- 
uſe of being ehgag d, if he ſhould think fit. 
Otherwiſe it is a Thing I abſolutely forget, 
whenever hisMajeſty does ſo: And if he 
inds any other perſon he thinks fit to 
ring into the Place, I ſhall however upon 
ny return from hence, either in any other 
ſation, or in none, endeavour the reſt of 
ny Life to deſerve his Majeſty's Opinion, 
if being either as good a Servant, or a leaſt 

v good a Subject as any he has. 
| had a Letter this laſt Week from the 
Prince, wherein he was pleaſed to give me 
eme Account of Monſieur Bentinck's Journey 
nd Return, extreamly to his Highneſs's ſa- 
„ Wibation, as to all that paſſed from his Ma- 
dy upon that Occaſion. As to yourLord- 
2 ſhip's 
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ſhip's part, he ſays theſe Words: Je T av; 
bene adreſſꝭ 4 Me, Grad 
Treſorier, N en a uſe d une maniere ſi obj. 
geante, & l a parit avec tant de franchise 
que je ne puis m en aſſes louer. If he can ſhe. 
ceed in the Deſires I know he has, of mak. 
ing a Journey into England when the Cam. 
paign ends, I believe fo much of his Incl. 
nations towards a Peace (that may in an 
kind fave hishonour and the reſt ofFlande) 
that I am confident the King and his High. 
neſs, if they meet, will take their Meafurg 
together upon that Matter, and upon th: 
future Conduct of both their Allies. 

I ask your Lord{hip's Pargon for ſo long 
a Trouble, which yet muſt not end without 
the Repetition of all the moſt ſenſible Ac 
knowledgments that can be made you fo 
ſo much Favour as has obliged me to be fot 
ever, and with as much Reaſon as Paſion 


My LORD, 


Tour &C, 
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ant 


'To Sir Foln Temple! 


n Angſt —, 1677; 


q I R, 

Ince the Account! gave you lately from 
Nimeguen, of my Son's coming to me, 
the Ertant he was ſent on, and the Anſwer 
[had returned thereupon to his Majeſty, I 
Hd that Affair would have ſlept at leaſt 
for ſome time: But within a Fortnight after 
received byExpreſs a Command to repair 
mmediately into England, without ſo much 
5 any notice of the Occaſion. I according- 
left Nzmeguen the 5th of July, and had a 
ery good Paſſage over in a Tacht that was 
tat for me to the Briel. The firſt time faw 
the King, he was pleaſed to call me into his 
Loſet, and to tell me, I knew the Occaſion 
my coming over, from what my Lord 
Treaſurer had lately writ to me by his Com- 


at Poſt. That he knew no man was ſo fit 
blerve him in it as I; and ſince he found 


& x Coventry” 


nnd That he had ſeen my Anſwer, and 
us however reſolved I ſhould come into 


Ivas not able to bear the Charge of com: 25 
N into it, he was content to do it himſelß WES 
at upon my coming over, Secretay y 


79 6 
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Coventry had taken a great Allarm; and tho 
he had before been willing to part with his 
Place, upon the Terms my Lord Treaſure 
had propoſed to him, yet he had upon thi 
Occaſion come to him (the King) and told 
him the Reports he met with from al 
hands, of my being ſent for over to come 
into bis Office. That he hoped he had 2 
leaſt deſerved by ſo long Services, not to 
be turned off without giving him ſo much 
time, that his Friends and theWorld might 
{ec it was a Choice of his own rather than 
the King's. His Majeſty ſaid, he had told 
him, that he need not trouble himſelf an 
farther about it, and that when he took fuck 
a Reſolution, he would tell him of it him. 
{elf ; and that this was all he had ſaid till h 
ſpoke with me. 
gave his Majeſty my humble Thanks 

as became me upon ſuch an Occaſion ; bu 
ſaid, I thought Secretary Coventry had grea 
Reaſon in what he defired : That he was 
very worthy Gentleman, and had ſervel 
him long: And therefore I made it my hun 
ble Suit to his Majeſty , that he would nd 
part with him to make room for me, till if 
himſelf ſhould be content. The King bf 
me ſpeak with myLord Treaſurer about i 
and ſo this Matter reſts ; and J am ſure ſhi 
do ſo for me: For my Friends muſt pard 
me if I cannot overcome theColdrcſs I ha 
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at heart upon this Occaſion ; to ſay no 
more. | 

Some days after, the King ſeeming to be 
in great Apprehenſions for the Prince of O- 
ranges Perſon, upon the Hazards he is con- 
tinually expoſed to, and likewiſe for the ſuc. 
ceſs of the preſent Campaign ; conſidering 
the French forces now in the Field, and how 
ill the Prince is ſeconded by his Allies, told 
me, he had a mind I ſhould go over to him, 
and try whether he would fall into ſuch 
Terms of a Peace as hisMajeſty might hope 
to get accepted by France, That in caſe any 
ſuch could be agreed on before the Cam- 
paign ended, he ſhould be glad to ſee the 
Prince here, having conſented to it when 


Monſieur Bentinck was in England, I told 


his Majeſty, that I was confident he knew 
thePrince's Mind upon theTerms of a Peace 
vithout ſending to him, by all that paſſed 
in that Negotiation between the Prince and 
ne laſt Winter; and that I believed nothing 
could alter him, unleſs it were ſome great 
Change of Affairs by the good or ill ſucceſs 
of this Campaign, which was not yet near 
anend : And when it was done, ſince his 
Majeſty was content the Prince ſhould come 
over, they would much eaſier agree when 
they were together, than by any Miniſter 
2 them, in how much Confidence 
vever, 


£ Þ I was 
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I was extremely preſſed for ſome days 
upon this Journey, and had no mind to it, 
knowing how unwelcome it would be to 
the Prince while he was in the Field, for 
many Reaſons ; and how ill it would anſwer 
the End for which his Majeſty intended it; 
and therefore at laſt told the King and Duke 
together, that if they were reſolved to make 
the Tryal, I deſired they would do it by 
another hand ; That I had ſpent all my ſhot 
laſt Winter, and left the Prince fix d upon a 
Stand which I was ſure he would make 
good as long as he could: That Mr. Fi: 

was now idle here; who having upon his 
Return from Poland received a Commiſſion 
to appear as one of the King's Mediators, 
during the ſhort ſtay he ſhould make at N. 
meguen; and there being now but one Am. 
baſſador of the King's there,I thought there 
was nothing ſo proper as for Mr, Hyde to 
return to Nimeguen in that Figure, how lit- 
tle ſoever there was to do; ſince by our O- 
riginal Commiſſion, there ought to be two 
to act in that Mediation. That upon his 
Journey he might ſee the Prince of Orange, 
and purſue ſuch Inſtructions as his Majeſty 
ſhould give him upon that Occaſion. 
This was approved and reſolved on; and 
Mr. Zyde is well enough pleaſed with the 
Employment ; which renews his Character 
at Nimeguen, that was before but a Compli- 
ei „er T ment 
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ment to him as he paſſed by that place - 
Tho? I have, as a Friend, told him before. 
hand what ſucceſs he is like to meet in his 
'ourney to the Prince; and he reckons up- 
on it. 

This is all the preſentAccount I can give 
you of my ſelf, whatever you will meet 
with in the News-Papers that run abroad, 
and have made me Secretary of State alrea- 
dy; ſo that I receive twenty Impertinent 
Compliments upon it, and Applications for 
Places in the Office. But I am, I thank God, 
in an eaſy Place here at Sheen, where I ſpend 
all the time I can poſſibly, and never ſaw a- 
ny thing pleaſanter than my Garden and 
the Country and River about it, which I was 
grown almoſt a Stranger to. I think here 
oſten of Sancho, that ſaid, he had got no- 
thing by his Government, but the know- 
kdge that he was not fit to govern any 
thing beſides his Sheep. And that I have 
got by knowing a Court, and the Courſe of 
Publick Affairs; that I am not fit to ſerve 
in one, nor to manage the other; which is 
all 1 fhall fay in excuſe of my Conduct: 
And you and my Friends will be content I 
mall at leaſt take a little Breath, and ſee 
the Iſſue of the preſent Campaign abroad, 
and of rhe Prince'sJourney hither at the end 
of it, before I take any new Meaſures, or 
all into any new Engagements, 

; L 


4 My 


LI 

My Wife and Family continue till at 
Nimeguen; only mySiſter and Fack are with 
me here, and both ſeem as kind to Sheen a 
I am. We are confident you would be 6 
too, if you could reſolve of ſeeing it once 
ſince the Alterations made here ; thar yoy 
might have a ſhare in the Pleaſure of them. 
as well as you had in the Charge. bs: 
We long to hear of your good Health, 
having, I doubt, loſt ſome Letters by our 
ſudden Removals, | 


p 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Jam ever, 
SIR, 


Tours, &c. 


— 


To Sir Fohn Temple. 


London, Nov. —. 1677. 


SIR, 
Hough Ido not trouble you often with 
publick News or Buſineſs ; yet Iam 
ſenſible of having too much neglected it of 
late, conſidering what has paſſed ; which! 
know you will be more pleaſed with than 
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you have been entertained with a great 
yhile. For I remember how often and how 
nuch you have deſired to ſee the Prince of 
range married here; not only from your 
good Wilhes to him, but from your Appre- 
tenſions of ſome greater Matches that might 
tefall us, and with Conſequences ill enough 
o Poſterity as well as to the preſent Age. I 
m in a good deal of haſt at this preſent 
ime , and therefore ſhall ſum up a great 
teal in a little room. The Prince of Orange 
ame to the King at Newmarket, where he 
as mighty well received both of King and 
Duke. I made the Acquaintance there be- 
tween the Prince and my Lord Treaſurer ; 
ind in ſuch a manner as tho' they were not 
it all known before to one another, yet 
they fell very ſoon into Confidence. 

The Prince ſaid not a Word to any of 
them of any Thoughts of aWife while they 
tad at Newmarket ; and told me, no Conſi- 
krations ſhould move him in that Affair 
till he had ſeen the Lady. The day after 
he faw her here, he moved it to the King 
and Duke; and tho he did it with ſo good 
Grace that it was very well received; yet 
in four or five days Treaty, it proved to be 
entangled in ſuch Difficulties, that the 
Prince ſent for me one Night, and uttering 
his whole Heart, told me, he was reſolved 
to give it over, repenting him om. the 
HR | | cart 
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heart, of his Journey, and would be gone 
within two Days, and truſt God Almighty 
with what would follow ; and ſo went to 
Bed the moſt melancholy that ever I ay 
him in my Life. Yet before Eleven a Clock 
the next Morning, the King ſent me to hin 
to let him know he was reſolved on the 
Match, and that it ſhould be done immedi. 
ately, and in the Prince's own Way. 

Thus far, what had paſs'd went no far. 
ther than the King, the Duke, the Prince 
my Lord Treaſurer, and me : But, that Af. 
ternoon it was declared at the Foreign Co. 
mittee, and next day at Council ; you wil 
eaſily imagine with what general Joy. 
cannot but tell you, that no man ſeems to 
lay it to heart ſo much as my Lord Arling. 
zon ; having had no part in it; which he 
could not but take notice of to the Prince, 
who told me his Compliment to him upon 
it was, That ſome Things, tho they were 
good in themſelves, yet were ſpoiled by the 
manner of doing them ; but this was in it 
ſelf ſo good, that the manner of doing it 
could not ſpoil it. I am told he lays it up- 
on me, and will never forgive me; which 
I muſt bear as well as I can: But yet becauſe 
you know how we have formerly lived, I 
will tell you, that it was not only impoſſ- 
ble my Lord Treaſurer and he ſhould con- 
cur in one thing, but he had likewiſe ſol 
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ill the Prince's Confidence and Opinion, 
ince his laſt Journey into Holand, Be. 
des, for my own part, I found theſe two 
Years paſt, he could not bear my being ſo 
gell neither with the Prince, nor with the 
Treaſurer ; but endeavoured by Sir Gabriel 
ius to break the firſt by Steps which the 
prince acquainted me with; nor could he 
hold reproaching me the laſt whenever I 
went to him ; though he himſelf had firſt 
adviſed me to apply my ſelf to my Lord 
Treaſurer all I could, upon my laſt Ambaſ- 
y into Holland: And though I had ever 
ince told them both, I would live well 
with them both , let them live as ill as 
they would one with another ; and m 
Lord Treaſurer had been ſo reaſonable as 
to be contented with it. 

MW Since the Marriage the King and the 
1 prince have fallen into the Buſineſs 
Ml abroad , and agreed upon the Terms of a 
e 

t 


eMfcace, which the King will offer to Fance, 
ud ſuch as they both conclude will ſecure 
t Flanders. They both agree that I mult of 
ö neceſſity go to Paris immediately upon this 
hWErrand , and bring a poſitive Anſwer from 
le that Court within a time prefix d. I ne- 
er undertook any Journey more unwil— 
. logly , knowing in what Opinion I ſtand 
n. ready at that Court; how deeply they 
) 1 ae 1 reſent 
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reſent the Prince's Match without their 
Communication, or the leaſt Word t 
their Ambaſſador here; and with hoy 
little reaſon I can hope to be the wel. 
comer for this Errand. But the King 
will abſolutely have it; and fo I hay 
made all my ſmall Preparations , an 
think to be gone within two Days, 
which is all at preſent, but to ask you 
Bleſſing, and aſſure you of my be 


ing, 
SIX, 
Tour, &c. 
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To the Prince of Orange. 


London, Decemb. 8th, 1677, 


May it pleaſe Your Highneſs, 


Should by laſt Poſt have rejoyced with 
your Highneſs upon the News of your 


happy Arrival, and upon the Reſolutions 
that have been taken here ſince you went 


in thoſe Aﬀairs wherein your Highneſs is 
ſo deeply concerned : But that my Lord 
Treaſurer's Letter to you upon this Subject 
was ſo long and ſo particular, that nothing 
could be added to it for your Highneſs's 
Information or Satisfaction: And there- 
fore I reſolved not to trouble you with 
the ſame thing by that Poſt, and from ſo 

much a worſe Hand. I ſuppoſe my Lord 
Ambaſſador Hyde will have ſhewed your 
Highneſs, his Inſtructions and Mr. Secre- 
tary's Letter upon that Occafion ; which 
agreeing ſo fully with what my Lord Trea- 
ſurer writ, muſt have leſt you in no doubt 
of thoſe Reſolutions being taken here. And 
yet I thought your Highneſs would not be 
diſpleaſed to know from me, that I am of 
Opinion they are ſo ; and which is more, 
that the Duke will go up to as great a 
Height in them as any Man, in caſe France 


gives 
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gives them the occaſion by tlieir Anſizer 
to what Mr. Mountague goes away with to 
day; and that his Highneſs will abſolutely 
' conclude from thence, what their good In. 
tentions are or have been to the King: 
Though I have this ſecond time excuſed 
my ſelf from attending upon your High. 
nefs, and thereby devolved his Majeſty's 
Commands upon Mr. Hyde once more; 
yet I hope your Highneſs will pardon me, 
ſince I have only reſerved my ſelf for the 
next Occaſion, which I expect will be of 
more moment, and within a very little 
time. For the preſent, I only deſire your 
Highneſs will pleaſe to give your Anfiver 
to what Mr. Hyde carries you, in ſuch 
manner as may be fully to his Majeſty's 
Satisfaction; and if you ſhould ſcrupte the 
doing it to any other Hand, that you would 
at leaſt do it in a private Letter to his Ma- 
jeſty's own , which may not go farther 
than to thoſe Hands by which all your 
Highneſs's Concerns have hitherto been 
' tranſacted, 

I hope your Highneſs will think to write 


ng, in acknowledgment and applauſe of 
theſe late Reſolutions ; and my Lord Trea- 
ſurer will deſerve it too by the great Part 
he has had in them. 


Lask 


r to the Duke as well as the 


© rl twmi 
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1 ask your Highneſs's Pardon for the 
Length and Confidence ofthis Letter; and 
your Juſtice in believing me ever, what I 
hall ever be, with a perfect Devoti- 


0N, 


SIR; x 
Tour Highneſs's &c. 


* 


To My Lord 'Treaſurer. i 
Sheen? May 18th. 1678. 


My LORD, 

Inding my ſelf ſomething recovered 

of my Illneſs, which hindred me 
from waiting upon your Lordſhip before I 
left the Town; I could not but let you 
know how very ſenſible I was of what you 
laſt told me with ſo much Kindneſs, about 
his Majeſty and Royal Highneſs having 
been ſo much diſpleaſed with ſome of my 
late Diſcourſes to his Majeſty ; though 
your Lordſhip could not tell me more of 
them, than that they were ſome Popular 
Notions : As likewiſe the great Diſſatis- 


faction his Majeſty would receive at the 
Diffi- 


E 


Difficulties I made to enter into an Affair 
which.belonged not at all to my Poſt; and 
wherein his Majeſty had not done me the 
Honour to acquaint me with the Deliberz. 
tion or Digeſtion of it. I muſt confeſs, the 
Senſe of his Majeſty's Diſpleaſure (which 
I never deſerved ) has been ſo great a Mor. 
tification to me ; that, to ſhew how much 
I have ever been concerned in his Majeſty's 
Service and Satisfaction, and how little in 
any Advantages of my own. I have re. 
ſolved moſt humbly to lay at his Majeſty's 
Feet, not only my two preſent Ambaſſes, 
but alſo the Promiſe of the Secretaty's 
Place ; which his Majeſty was pleaſed long 
ſince to make the ſo graciouſly, and of his 
Motion. Therefore whenever his Maje. 
ſly pleaſes to order me a Letter of Revo. 
cation to the States-General (which ! 
ſhall ſend over to my Secretary at the 
Hague) and give me Leave to fend for 
both my Families away from the Hague 
and Nimegaen : I ſhall upon it come and 
beg the Honour of kiſſing his Majeſty's 
Hand, and make him my humble Ac- 
knowledgments for the undeſerved Ho- 
nours he hath done me, by ſo many and 
ſo great Employments abroad, as well as 
by deſigning me ſo much a greater at home. 
I ſhall at the ſame time aſſure his Majeſt) 


of my Reſolutions, to pals the reſt 9 
116 
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Life in the conſtant and hearty Wiſhes, 
and Prayers for the Honour and Safety of 
his Majeſty and his Kingdoms ; and, that 
how mean a Servant ſoever I have been, 
he hall find me as good a Subject as any 
Man alive. | 

For what I ought to ſay to your Lord- 
ſip upon this Occaſion ; I ſhall leave it 
till 1 wait upon you, being reſolved by all 
means poſſible to preſerve the Honour of 
ſo long an Acquaintance, and of ſo much 
Favour as your Lordſhip's to me. And,as 
turing all my Employments I never yet 
$ked any thing of his Majeſty beſides the 
hre Pay of them, nor ever uſed to trou- 
ble your Lordſhip about any Buſineſs of 
my own, ſo I ſhall continue the fame 
Courſe at the end of them, and leave to 
ny Wife the Purſuit of what his Majefty 
wes me upon them; that ſo your Lord- 
lip may ever reckon upon all the Services, 
m never upon any Trouble from 


's My LORD N 
)- 
d | 
a8 Tour Lordſhip's &c. 
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Tothe Duke of ORMOND 


London, Fuly 2d. 1678. 


M4; LORD, 


HE Account I gave your Grace by 
my Brother, of my not writing, 
was ſo true; that though I was very ſorry 
I had it for ſo long together, yet I know 
yourGrace was fo juſt as to receive it. I will 
not preſume to ſay tis now at an end, de- 
cauſe That God Almighty can only tell; 
but yet thus much is certain, that I am 
juſt now going aboard for Holland, and 
upon ſuch Meatures as his Majeſty tecms 
more reſolved to purſue, than ever [ thought 
to ſee him ; in caſe the States will be pre- 
vailed with to fall in to them. He will be 
ſure to have all the Help the Prince can 
give him, who ſeems to have recovered 1 
new Soul upon this Incident from France; 
which has given at leaſt, the Appearance 
and Overture of new Meaſures in ths 
World. The Truth is, this Reſuſal to re- 
ſtore the Spaniſh and Dutch Towns till the 
Reſtitution of Sueden has been ſo plai 
Language, that it has at preſent opened 
many Eyes both here and in Holland 
which have long been ſhut to all our 1 
ut 
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but whether they are proof againſt all 
Charms, I will not venture to determine. 
can only aſſure your Grace, that the Duke 
has been the moſt conſtant that can be 
magined, in this Opinion of the French 
Deſigns and Intentions to his Majeſty, ever 
nee my Lord PFeverſham's Return; and 
declared himſelf the plaineſt that eves I 
heard, yeſterday at the Foreign Committe: 
That nothing could be more evident than 
that France intended a Univerſal Monar- 
cy, and nothing but England could hin- 
ler it; and that without it the King would 
endanger his Crown. And for his Majeſty, 
[have ſome particu- 


r Reaſons (which p =” Secret of the King 
: and Dukes being ſo eager and 

cannot entertain hearty in their Reſolutions ta 
your Grace with at break with France at this 
tis Diſtance ) to . 
a 3 France in order to breas; 
telieve i that he 15 the force. of the Confederacy, 
erlectly cured of 7 elude all juſt * 
teu „ Of 4 general Peace, reſolved 
h . hoping any by any means to enter into ſe 
Wng well from parate Meaſures with Hol- 
France, and paſt the 410 : ts my end it was 
| . abſolutely neceſſary to engag: 
Danger of being the good Offices ef the King © 
czjoled b any fu - England, * look'd ud- 
if ä on to be Aſaſter of the 
C Otters from Peace whenever he plead. 
ence, The Bargain was ſtruck fer 
either 2 or 400 Thaiſand 
"nds, But when all was agreed, Monſieur Barillon the 
wrench Ambaſſador, told the King; That be had Orders fro 
fir Maſter, before Payment, to add 4 private Article; ©; 
Wich bis Majeſty ſhould be engaged, r.ever to keep abede 
Aa? .8. 


— — 


— — 
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Fight Thouſand men of ſanding Trodfs in his Three Rings 
This unexpected Propoſal the Ning in 4 8 — 
him ſay.— d's fiſh, does my Brother of France thin 
to ſerve me thus? Are all his Promiſes to make me ab 
ſolute Maſter of my come to this? Or, does þ 
think That a Thing to be done with Eight Thouſan 
Men. | 

Nic poſſible I may be 4 little miſtaken as to the Sun; 
Money, and Number of Men; but the main of the Story 
exaftly as I had it from the Author, 


So that I ſee nothing left to ſhake his 
preſent Reſolutions, but the fear of being 
well ſeconded in them at home or in Hil 
land: The laſt I ſhall ſoon be able to gin 
his Majeſty an Account of; but the fil 
muſt leave to others that are better Ac 
quainted with the Scene, where that Gam: 
mult play. I am of Opinion, both thz 
muft be plaid ill, and the War manage 
ill to fail if we go into it: But I have n( 
reaſon to believe but both thoſe may ven 

- well befall us. All that is to be faid is 

that all Men agree the preſent Meaſure 

are of abſolute neceſlity ; ſince no percha 
to a Peace can bring it about if anothe 
will have a War; and if it muſt beat on 
time or another, though this may be 
worſe than any paſt ; yet it is a better th: 
any like to come. 

This is all TI can ſay worth your Grace 

Trouble; at leaſt, it this it felf be ſo. Fe 

I am ſure nothing can be ſo unneceſſary 

to repeat any of thoſe Profeſſions I hal 
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© long made, and juſtly of my bein 
* and with as much Paſſion, as I — 
ure it is with Reaſon and Truth, 


My LORD, 
Tour Grace's moſt 
Faithful and moſt 


Humble Servant, 


— 
WW 


To Secretary Williamſon. 


Hague, Fuly 14th. S. N, 1678. 


SIR, 

SE T Sail on board the Catharine 

Yacht at two a Clock after Noon on 
wſday ; and landed at Rotterdam about 
tt ſame Hour next day. I came imme- 
lately to the Hague, and went ſtrait to 
ke Prince at Hounſlardyte, where I arri- 
ed about eight a Clock, and ſtaid till E- 
wen ; and thought it my Duty to give 
is Majeſty an Account of our firſt D. 
Wourles. 


A a 3 When 
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When I had entertained his Highneſs x 
large with the Subject of my Journey, 
the Diſpoſitions raiſed in his Majeſty by 
this laſt unexpected Accident from Franc 


upon the Point of concluding the Peace 


The neceſſity of knowing fully the Mind 
of the States in order to joyn with them, 
and the firm Reſolutions his Majeſty had 
taken upon it, in caſè France perſiſted in 
the Refuſal of the Towns: and this State 
in not admitting the Peace without it 
His Highneſs told me, the laſt Point was 
the chiefeſt of all; which was, the Firm. 
nels of his Majeſty's Reſolution in this Mat. 
ter, upon which all would depend]; ſinc: 
nothing elſe could diſpoſe either France to 
make the Peace, or this State to any firm 
Reſolutions of continuing the War. Whe 
I had eudeavoured, and I think ſucceeded 
in ſatisfying his Highneſs in this Point, by 
telling him many Circumſtances in the 
Game in England, as it has played ſor ſome 
Months yer ; and many Reaſons his Ma 
jeſty had given me to believe how una 
tisfyed he had been of late with the deal 
ing from France. The Prince told me ho 
glad he was to receive this Notice fron 
me: . That, for this laſt Incident in th 
Peace from France, he could not but loo 
upon it as a Thing come down from He: 
ven, and the happieſt that ever om 
1 WET hs : 7 OR allet 
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allen out, both for his Majeſty and him- 
elf ; conſidering the great Change it was 
like to make in this State. For, he would 
tell me in Confidence ; that thoſe Diſpoſiti- 
ons which had been here raiſed in theState, 
and carryed them ſo far in ſo miſchievous 
2 Peace, had been grounded upon the 
Weakneſs and Uncertainty of our Conduct 
in England, and upon the Opinion of the 
contrary in France ; as well as upon that 
of their good Intentions to live always 
fairly with this State, and to content them- 
ſelves without ponſſant their Conqueſts 
any farther in Flanders, That in caſe the 
Peace had been made upon thoſe: Terms 
accepted here; the ſame Perſons and Diſ- 
poſitions that brought it about, would cer- 
tainly have ended all Meaſures between 
England and them, and throw the whole 
Dependance of this State upon France; and 
that he (the Prince) ſhould not have been 
able to hinder it. Whereas the laſt Inci- 
dent had made fo great a Change in tlie 
Minds of the Magiſtrates here ; and the 
People too, that the chief Leaders in thoſe 
Councils were come to be athamed of them- 
ſelves, and to confeſs their Miſtakes, And 
if they ſhould grow to be aſſured of his Ma- 
jeſty's going into the War, and ſticking to 
them firmly ; he did not doubt but evcn 


alter a Peace, this State would corge tg 
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have their Dependance wholly upon Fg. 
land. He ſaid, he believed nevertheleſ, 


that if France ſhould reſtore the Towns be. 
fore the War broke our into new Action; 


that this State would not be hindred from 


accepting the Peace: But of this he ſaw 
no Appearance, ſince the French Ambaſſi. 
dors had declared ſo poſitively to thoſe of 
this State at Nimeguen ; that their Maſter 
was fixed in the Point of not reſtoring them 
till the Satisfaction of Sueden; and that 
Monſieur de Luxemburgh had given his di. 
rect Refuſal of ſuffering any more Proviſ- 
ons to go into Mons, till the Peace was 
ſigned : Upon which he, the Prince, was 
reſolved to go away to the Army within 
two Days; but would leave the Penſioner 
ſo inſtructed, that I might go on with my 
Negotiations here in his Abſence. 

I then told his Highneſs the three Points 
upon which his Majeſty expected to re- 
ceive Satisfaction, before he could take a 


final Meaſure with this State: Which 


were, the not making Peace without mu- 
tual Conſent, or at leaſt the fixing of cer- 
tain Terws to which the War ſhould ex- 
tend; and a Peace not be concluded with- 
out them : The Prohibition of Commerce 
with France here as well as in England, and 
the mutual Concert of Forces. I added a 
fourth, which was in the Foot of my In- 
ö iin 
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truQions ; that in caſe of any Places loſh 
on either part, neither ſhould make Peace 
without being reſtored to the State they 
were in, at the time of the Treaty's being 
concluded between us. 

The Prince told me, to the laſt there 
would be no Difficuley. As to the firſt ; 
this State would never be brought to an 
article of not making Peace without mu- 
tual Conſent, nor ſeeing ſome Bounds to 
the War : And theretore thought the. 
Terms of the Treaty of January laſt, would 
be a good Ground to treat upon; or ſuch 
other Terms as ſhould be farther agreed to 
by conſent of Parties, 

For the ſecond ; the ſame that Monſieur 
Van Lewen had told his Majeſty in Eng- 
lud, that it would be very hard to gain it 
by a direct Convention before the War; 
but that it was a thing muſt neceſſarily 
follow : For in a War, the Bottom of Eug- 
land failing in which they now Traded; 
all others would be uſed as Enemies by us; 
and ſo there could no Trade remain be- 
my France and this State, while the War 
alted. 

I told his Highneſs, I did not leave his 
Majeſty diſpoſed to enter into the War 
without this Point being fixed. And tho 
the Thing ſeemed like to play as his High- 
nels had difcourſed, vet it was of that 
TRE. | 8 5 Con- 
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Conſequence to the main Event of the War, 
that J thought it would be beſt to tell the 
States what his Majeſty abſolutely reckon. 
4 ed upon; and what they were like to truſt 
| to in this Matter : And to ſhew them,that | 
fince it was a neceſſary Conſequence of the 
War, it might as well be a precedent Ar. 
ticle between us. His Highneſs conſented, | 
and faid ; follow this Method. 
As to the third, he was of Opinion no | 
Concert of Forces could be made particu. ! 
lar between us, but for our own mutual 
Defence ; which is done by our Defenſive | 
Leagues: But for that which is the Defence 
of Flanders; it muſt be made among all 
the Confederates in ſuch manner as would 
be moſt conducing to thoſe Ends. That 
he ſuppoſed this State would bring an Ar- 
my into the Field of twenty five thouſand 
Men, beſides their Gariſons : That his 
Majeſty muſt not go ſo near the Wind in 
ſuch a War, as to proportion himſelf to the 
weak and exhauſted Condition of this 
State (which would go as far however | | 
as poſſible they could) but to the Necel- 
ſity of the War, and to what the Parlia - 
ment would be brought to furniſh upon ſo | 
great an Occaſion, and which they had al: 
ways had ſo much at heart. That it would 
] 


be fit to engage ſome of the Princes of 
Germany, but not as this State has done, 


leaving the Forces under the Command oi 
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their own Princes ; but to have them uns 
der his Majeſty's Command to a& where 
he pleaſed ; which would make his Maje- 
ſty Maſter of the War and Peace, and ſet 
him at the Head of Affairs (which was 
the Figure England ought to make) and 
draw this State and the Neighbouring 
princes of Germany into a Dependance up- 
on him. | e 

After this his Highneſs asked me whe- 
ther the King would not declare the War, 
till the three Points were concluded with 
the States here. I an{wered, that I could 
not ſay any thing certain ; but that I was 
not impowered otherwiſe than upon their 
agreeing with his Majeſty in them, to 
conclude finally with the States ; ſince his 
Majeſty would follow their Diſpoſitions, 
having conſented to the Peace upon their 
Inſtances ; and ſo would hope to reckon 
upon their Firmneſs in it, and not break- 
ing from him as they had done in their laſt 
Meaſares. The Prince ſeemed ſomething 
troubled that his Majeſty would not go in- 
to the War before the granting of the three 
Points : But he concluded I thould loſe no 
time in entring upon the Buſineſs with the 
States; ſeemed much pleaſed that Mon- 
fjeur Van Lewen was come over with me, 
and in Sentiments ſo agreeable to thoſe of 
his Majeſty: Said, he would veer to 
x $68 25 ave 
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hav him immediately brought into the 
Committe of Foreign Aﬀairs, though out 
of Method ; but upon pretence of his be. 
ing come from England : That he would 
be extream glad he could bring Monſieur 
Hooeft into it too: But that could not be, 
becauſe he was not of the States-General: 
But that this Incident from France had 
brought him and his Town of Amſterdan 
to be for the War. 

Upon this, the Prince ſaid farther, tho 
feveral Perſons here had appeared to be 
his Enemies upon the laſt Tranfactions; 
yet he had been ſo far from treating them 
ſo, that he had continued his Commerce 
all along, and had his Converſation ever | 
more with them than his Friends ; and by 
that means they were now grown to un. | 
derſtand one another. 

J have deſired a Conference with the 
States Commiſſioners, at four this after- 


NOON. 


Jam ever, &c. 


P. S. 


Uſt upon the Cloſyre of this Letter, 

the Prince came to me; and deſired 
me that I would write to his ay be 
my | - 


( 363 ) 


beg the diſpatching away of thoſe 
Troops which Monſieur Van Tewen 
told the States, were ordered into Far. 
ders: And that thoſe Ships which now 
are ready may be ſent out in a Squa- 
dron to Sea, to give the French ſome 
ſealouſy upon their Coaſts ; which 
might poſſibly make ſome Diverſion 
now while the Prince marches, and if 
his Majeſty thinks fit, that ſome of 
the Troops in Flanders may have com- 
| mand to obey the Prince's Orders, in 
caſe he ſhould have need of them, 
upon ſome great and preſſing Occaſi- 
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TO Mr. Secretary Williamſon 
Hague, Fuly is. 1679. 


. e Fl 
_ my laſt, which was yeſterday, 1 
) have had two Conferences with the 
States Commiſſioners. In the firſt I expo: 
ſed to them my Journey's Subject at this 
time. I expreſſed to them his Majeſty's Sen. 
timents and Refolutions in the very Terms 
of my Inſtructions ; and concluded, that his 
Majeſty, as he would have entered into 


Meaſures with them for the Guaranty of the | 


Peace, ſo he would for the continuing cf 
he War. = 
They returned all Acknowledgment; 
that could be,of his Majeſty's generous deal- 
ifg. They excuſed themſelves upon their 


own Neceſſities, and the weakneſs of their | 


Allies ; particularly in Flanders : That they 
had been extreamly ſurprized to meet with 


this new Accident from France; particular- | 
ly ſince the Reſtitution of the Towns was ti- | 
ed up to the ſatisfaction of Sueden, without | 


ſo much as mentioning whatſatisfactionSue- 
den would accept, and in what time: And 
indeed without conſenting that Suedes 


ſhould 
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hould accept of ſuch ſatisfaction as perhaps 
the Swedes themſelves would have been con- 
tented with. That it now would depend 
won his Majeſty, whether they ſhould ſub- 
mit to the Terms of any Peace that France 
yould think fit to impoſe upon them. 

That indeed upon the Evacuation of the 
Towns by France, the Peace would then be 
concluded ; but there was no hopes of that, 
ſnce their Expreſs brought word that the 
french Ambaſſadors had declared at Nime- 
even, that they neither had order to give a- 
y other Anſwer than they have done alrea- 
dy; nor expected to receive any ſrom the 
King their Maſter : And, that in a private 
Conference between Monſieur Colbert and 
Beverning, the firſt had told him upon the' 
States refuſing to accept the Peace on thoſe 
Terms; that his Maſter would make them 
accept it, Bon gre malgre qu ils en ayent. That 
upon all this they deſired me if I had any 
farther Lights to give them of his Majeſty's 
Intentions in caſe the War went on, I would 
do it. 

Hereupon I propoſed to them the Four 
Points contained in my Inſtructions. 

Upon the firſt I found it true what the 
prince had told me, that they would not 
hear of a general and boundleſs conſent : So 
then ldeſeended to the Terms of the laſtTrea. 
ty, but with ſuch farther Conditions more 


advan« 


idvantageous to the ſaſety of anrs, 15 
ſhould be agreed on by the Conſent of boti 
Parties. l Were iin = 4 

Upon the Second they made great Diff. 
culties at firſt : but I put once for all my 
whole Strength upon this Point; and fo told 
them, That the prohibition of Commerce 
was 2 Thing which had been long preſſe 
upon his, Majeſty by their Ambaſlgor in 
England, that he could not believe they were 
not equally ſatisſied with it here. But be. 
ſides, I told them, the Thing muſt be, and 
thefore a Convention would do nothing but 
declare it to the World; and that this would 
be the greateſt ſtep towards a Peace, it be. 
ing the only way to perſuade France that we 
were all reſolved to go on with the War; 
fince it was evident that France had made 
this laſt Incident, only becauſe they thought 
this State would accept of any Peace, rather 
than loſe their Trade any longer. 

The Commiſſioners told me, for them. 
ſelves, they were ſo far convinced of my Rea. 
ſons, that if Ihad none but them to deal with, 
I might aſſure my ſelſ the Thing would be 
done. But what their Maſters would ſay to 
a Thing, in which they had always appre- 
hended an invincible Difficulty (at leaſt, till 
England ſhould have declared theWar) they 
could not tell: But however they promited 
me to give it all the Advantage they could 
by their Office and Repreſentations. As 
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As to the Third, about the Proportion of 
forces; they ſeemed infinitely unſatisfied; 
that England ſhould go no more than almoſt 
an even Pace with a State, ſo out of all pro- 
portion to us in Strength at the beſt, and ſo 
exhauſted as this Countrey now is by the 
ſixth Year of ſo great a War. 22 
They pretended to ſear, that this Offer 
would ſhock their Principals fo far, as to 
nake them think, that ſince England would 
ly protract the War, without Forces e- 
jog to make a good Peace, they had as 
good receive an ill one now as hereafter. 
They ſaid ſo much upon this Point, that 
vas fain to put them in mind of the Con- 
ſitution of England, as well as their Riches 
nd Forces; and how much it would depend 
wonParliaments, whether his Majeſty would 
e enabled to proſccute the War with ſuch 
Vigor as he himſelf perhaps would think 
tecellary. 5 
The Fourth Point, of mutual Guaranty to 
ach Party upon the State wherein they 
hould enter into the Treaty, met with no 
Difficulty, and fo this Conference ended. 
At Two this Afternoon I ſaw the Prince, 
iter having appointed another Conference 
with the States at Four. He told me the 
News he had juſt received ſrom Mons, of a 
Kirmiſh much to the Advantage of the Ga- 


lon, ; 
B b At 


| (370 ) 
At the Conference at Four this Aſternoon 
the Commiſſioners ſaid they had acqua inted 
the States with our laſt Conference; who 
were extremely ſenſible of his Majeſty's Fa. 
vour to them: But that there were Two 
Points they found of hard digeſtion; The 
Prohibition of Commerce, and the Propor. 
tion of Forces. However, that upon the fir, 
and the Reaſons I had urged, the States had 
reſolved, the Deputies ſhould go to conſult 
their ſeveral Towns : But for the proportion 
of Forces, they thought it would be of il 
Conſequence to propoſe it to them in thode 
Terms: And therefore had commanded 
them the Commiſſioners once more to preſs 
me upon this Point, to enlarge the Proporti. 
on on his Majeſty's ſide. I will not trouble 
you with the Arguments that paſſed on bot 
ſides; but only tell you, that it ended 
this Article to be propounded by the Depn 
ties to their Towns ; Qu en attendant un con 
cert plus particulier touchant les forces que & 
Majeſt“ & les Allies engages en cette guem 
contribueront ; Sa Majeſte fournira par provi 
fron un tiers moins deTrouppes en Flandres, & 
un tiers plus de forces de mer que celles qui jt 
ront fourni par cet Etat.) And fo this Conyif® 
ference ended, and the Succeſs of it mull bf 
expected on Munday, 


FMonjie 1 
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Montur Olivecrans return d this Day 
om England, | 


SIR, 
2 Tour, &c. 
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To My Lord Treaſurer. 
B Hague, Fuly 20. S. N. 1678. 
My LORD, 
[ Aving drawn up Matters here to a 
Head, atleaſt as far as can be till the 
ih of next Month; and beſides, the Draught 
Hour Treaty, which I yet know not whe- 
ber lean ſign or no; becauſe I cannot tell 
iterher they will come up to a formal Ar- 
icle, for the prohibition of Commerce; and 
be Matter will not be of ſo preſſing haſt 
wile they here attend the final Anſwer 
om France: I have diſpatcht away Mr. Me- 
with his Majeſty's Secretary of the Ambaſ- 
here, by the Catherine Yacht, and en- 
aarged with my main Pacquet to the Se- 
retary ; tho 1 ſend a Duplicate both of iz 
en my laſt Diſpatch by the Maſter of the 
B b 2. Pacque: 


( 372 ) 


Pacquetboat's hands that parts the ſame 
Day. I have charged him with my Com. 
pliments in particular to your Lordſhip 
when he makes his own; and ſhall add x; 
littleas I can to your Trouble, beſides the 
ſhare of what you will have by my main 
Diſpatch : Only I cannot but mark to your 
Lordſhip upon what the French Ambaſſi. 
dors {aid to the Dutch , of their being ſure 
of England upon Treaties being concluded 
with his Majeſty ; that the Prince tells me, 
Monſieur d Avaux asked Monſieur Odyke 1 
Nimeguen, when ſuch Treaties were made, 
whether the Prince were not included, and 
had not his ſhare in them: And when Mo. 
ſieur Odyke ſaid, not, and that he believed 
he knew nothing of it, Monſſeur d Avaux 
ſeeme j much ro wonder at it. I preſume 
by this ſort of dealing among them, you 
may reckon upon theThing's growing put 
lick, whatever may have been private be 
tween his Majeſty and them, when the Af. 
fair breaks out between us, as it is like te 
do, unleſs France make a Peace contrary tq 
thoſe Heighths wherewith they have hy 
rherto treated us and all the World. Itif 
does, his Majeſty may well put it upon tho 
fame Score with many others of that king 
which have been plaid by France; and tld 
publick notice whereof will be the only 
way to poſſeſs all men both at home 0 a6 

abroad 


— ww ©. ao moan. io. od oi. 
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broad with the belief of his Cure beyond 
Relapſe. To hear the Tricks and Inſinua- 
tions that have been uſed here, eſpecially 
to make mea apprehend the ' Joint Deſigns 
of his Majeſty and the Prince upon the Li- 
berty of this People, and the Reſolutions 
of France to defend them, would make any 
man alive loſe all Patience: Becauſe it looks 
25 if they deal with Men juſt like ſo many 
Children, and make them believe any Sto- 
ries of Cocks and Bulls whenever it {crved 
their turn; than which nothing can look 
like ſo great a Scorn; and nothing methinks 
can be leſs born than that. The Mask is 
falling off here apace, and the Affairs of 
Chriftendom will, I doubt not, be put once 
more into his Majeſty's hands , almoſt by 
Miracle: But if he lets this Knot ſhip again 
by any new Fluctuation, or change of 
Meaſures, 'tis gone for ever, and the Game 
of Chriſtendom, as well as his own, never to 
be retrieved, 

The Penſioner, and Monſieur Van Lewen 
tell me this Evening, that they have certain 
Intelligence of the Intention of France, to 
ſlight both Charleroy and Qudenarde, in cate 
they come to an evacuation of the Places in 
Flanders ; which is directly (as they two 
ay) contrary to the expreſs Terms of the 
Agreement. I ought to be inſtructed what 
lam to do here in caſe of ſuch an Inci- 

dent, 
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dent , even upon the Execution of the 
Peace. I hear from all hands, the French 
Ambaſſadors at Nimeguen are horribly un- 
quiet upon the Tranſactions here, And 
Monſieur Fagel told me, he could not but 
obſerve, that the French Ambaſſadors 
could now come to theirs with this Me. 
morial and all the fair Words ; whereas 
before, they treated them, de haut en las, 
& commes des coquins. Tam ſo tired out 
with this cruel pinch of Bufineſs ſince my 
coming over , that though I remember 
nothing elſe worth your Lordſhip's Troy. 
ble, yet if I ſhould, for the preſent, have 
forgot any material Point, I cannot doubt 
your Pardon to one that is with ſo great 
Paſſion, and ſo perſect a Truth, | 


LORD; 
Tour, &c. 
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. To Sir L. Fenkins. 


Hague, Fuly z0th, S. N. 1678. 


My LORD, 


TAmextremely aſham'd as well as ſorry to 
find two Letters before me of the 107% 
and 28th from your Lordſhip, without ha- 
ving the Satisfaction of giving you anyAc- 
counts from hence by the laſt Poſt, the 
fault whereof I muſt needs lay upon Mr. Me- 
redith, and leave him to excuſe himſelf as 
well as he can; yet I will ſay, not to leſſen 
that Fault, but only thar Misfortune, that 
I could not have found very much to have 
informed your Lordſhip from hence onSux.. 
day laſt, beſides only the Subject of my In- 
ſtructions, and the aſſurance of my having 
purſued them here. For the firſt, I preſume 
your Lordſhip had the knowledge of them 
iven you from the Secretary sOffice,abour 
e time of my Diſpatch ; and for the other 

I will fo far reckon upon your Lordſhip's 
Juſtice, as to have believ'd it of me, whe- 
ther I gave you part of it or no; however, 
finding my ſelf this Morning in poſſeſſion 
of one hour of leiſure aſter the ſharpeſt pinch 
1 Bb 4 7 
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of Buſineſs ever fince I came over, 8 
yet fell upon me in my Life; and not be 

ing aſſured that the Secretary's Office ac. 
N A. themſelves to your Lordihip as they 


ought to have done upon this Occaſion, | 


and as I am ſure was the King's s Intention, 
Iwill tell your Lordſhip that the King hay. 
ing laid his Abſolute Commands upon me 


about a Month ſince to go away tor Nime. 
zuen, and afliſt there at tlie Concluuon of | 
the Peace (which ſeem'd then ſo near) and | 


to uſe my beſt Offices, that no Difficulty 


ſhould ariſe between the French and Spanz. | 
ards, and thereby the French thould have no 
occaſion leſt of making any farther Pro. 
greſs of their Arms in Flanders,I ſubmitted | 
ro his Majeſty's Pleaſure, tho' I had often | 
reſolved ſmce I went laſt over never toturn 
my Face Northward any more; butI ſaw } 
then no other way leit of faving that little 


which remaineth in Flanders, conſidering 


the Circumſtances that plaid here in Hol- | 
land as well as at home; and your Lordſhip 
knows how long and how often I havetold ö 
vou and my other Friends, that with the 
loſs of that Country, all my Politicks are 


ended. 


four Hours of embarking upon this Errand, 
your Lordlhip'sLetter came to his Majeſty ; 


funds, Ewing him an 2 Account of that ne 
? Incid ent | 


When! was ready, and within twent 
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incident from France, which alone m ap. 
pearance could have obſtructed that Peace, 
r refuſing to evacuate the Places in 
he till the Reſtitution in Sweden; I 
never ſaw the King more ſurprized than at 
this news, who ſent to me immediately to 
zequaint me with it: and I muſt needs ſay, 
that I found both the King and the Duke 
growing ſo angry upon it, that I thought 
it my part to temper them as far as I could, 
lefiring them not to reaſon, or at leaſt, not 
to conclude upon a thing which was yet | 
moertain; but in the firſt place to be aſſu- } 
red either from the French Ambaſſador, or | 
ſe from France, whether that Thing was 
true or no; becauſe all Steps or Reſolutions 
taken upon it, would be forc'd to change, < i 
in caſe France (hould diſown their Ambaſla- 
lors at Nimeguen, in what they advanced 
there upon this Occaſion. His Majeſty was f 
leaſed to follow this Method, and that ve. f 
i Night ſpoke to Mr. Barillon about it \ 
ut finding him to own no knowledge of 
tand much leſsInſtructions upon it, and in- 
J cd not ſeeming to believe the thing, two 
Epreſſes were diſpatch'd away into France 
the two following Days, one by Monfeeur Ba- 
fillon for his own Inſtruction, and the other 
by his Majeſty to Mr. Mountague for his 
F clear Information, upon the Point, with 
"J ng to draw a ſudden and poſitive An- ö 
Yer upon it from that Court. The 0 
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The Day afrer, upon application of the 
Dutch Ambaſladors repreſenting the Thing 
to his Majeſty in the ſame Colours, and 
with the Circumſtance your Lordſhip had 
done before, together with the Reſolution 
taken upon it by the States their Maſters, 
not to ſubmit to ſuch a new and unreaſons. 
ble Impoſition, by which they were like to 
loſe all the good they pretended from 
the Peace; and deſiring his M ajeſty's Pro- 
tection in it, the King thought it a Matter 
of that weight and Tg that he re. 
ſolved immediately to diſpatch away my 
Lord Sunderland to know fully the mind of! 
France in this Matter, and with Orders not 
to {tay above five Days in Pars, for his An. 
ſwer : His Lordſhip was ready to be gone, 
and within fx hours of parting from the 
Town, when not only Mr. Barillou's Ez. 
preſs as well as hisMajeſty's having return. 
ed with an Abſolute Anſwer from France, 
that they were reſolved not to evacuate the 
Towns; a ſecond Expreſs arrived from 
Mr. Mountaguc, not only to confirm the} 
former Anſwer, but to let his Majeſty know] 
that the King oifFrance had deſired Mr. Moun-} 
?ague that no Perſon might be ſent over up- 
on that Occaſion, ſince it was a thing in 
which he was reſolved, and which therc-1 
fore would bear no reaſoning. Jo 


Seen £X- EE YC RIR__—. 


Upen 
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Upon this Diſpatch his Majeſty immedi- 
| gtely ſtop d that of my Lord Sunderland, and 
feſolv d to haſten mine, with new Inſtructi. 
ons to aſſure this State, how much his Ma- 
jeſty was ſurpriz d at this new Incident 
rom France, how entirely he approv d their 
geſolution already taken upon it, and how 
firmly he was reſolved to ſtand by them in 
it; I was charged likewiſe with Powers and 
Orders to conclude immediately uponMea- 
fires between his Majeſty and this State, in 
aſe of the Wars going on, provided I could 
W firſt agree with them in theſe three Points: 
we Firſt, Of not making the Peace with- 
WH ont mutual Conſent; or at leaſt, without 
be Conditions of January laſt: The Second, 
joining with his Majeſty in the Prohibi- 
ton of French Commerce: And Laſtly, A 
Concert of Forces. I could not diſobey his 
Majeſty in this Second Commiſſion , tho' 
| was infinitely diſcourag'd by many Cir- 
cumſtances, and moſt of all by Mr. Hyde 
ind Godolphiz, who told me plainly, that 
Matters were gone on too tar here to be re- 
trieved; at leaſt, that they were ſure it could 
ever be done, without his Majeſty's firſt 
-Y declaring the War; which he could not re- 
a folve upon till he was firſt ſure of the Mind 
Jef Hollaud in that Caſe ; however, I came 
wer, and what hath paſt here will be bet- 
Jer told your Lordſhip by the Dutch Ambaſ- 
| + KY OF re 3 : 7 ' * fadors, 


: 


( 389 ) 


ſadors, than by me, with whom I know you 
live in Confidence, and will do fo the more 
upon this Occaſion : Beſides, I had rather 
leave it to them, becauſe I both want time, 
and ſhould be forc'd often to ſpeak of my | 
{elf in it, which TI ever love to avoid. The 
uplhot of all hitherto is, that the States 
ſeem to reſolve an immediate Anſwer ſhall 
be given to the French Ambaſſadors laſt Me- 
morial at Nimeguen, and that a poſitiveꝗn- 
ſwer from France ſhall be deſired by thegtʒ 
of next Month, upon the Point of evacua. 
ating the Places ; that in the mean time 
theMeaſures ſhall be concluded between his 
Majeſty and this State in caſe of Frames 
perſiſting to refuſe it; and the veryToyns! 
of Amſterdam, Leyden and Rotterdam, 23 
well as all the reſt of this Province, ſeem 
abſolutely and unanimouſly reſolv d incaſe! 
of ſucha Refuſal to go on with the Warin 
conjunction with his Majeſty, as well as the! 
reſt of the Allies, and upon the ſtricteſt 
Meaſures between them. This Reſolution} 
I thought would have paft this day, but the 
final Reſolution is referr'd till to morrow 
Morning ; However, I would not let this 
Poſt go away without telling your Lord. 
ſhip thus much, and adding for your better! 
light, that I find the Prince infinitely fatil- 
fied with the States Diſpoſitions and Car- 
riage in this whole Tranſaction ſince | 


came 
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eame over, and that I left the Duke ſo vio- 
lently bent upon a War with France, that 
he told the King publickly at the Foreign 
Committee, in my hearing, the Day before 
[came away, after repeating ſeveral Cir- | 
cumſtances of the French ill uſage and in- ( 
tention towards him, that nothing could 4 
be more evident than the French Defign of | 
an Univerſal Monarchy , that nothing but | 
England could hinder it ; and that his Ma- 

jeſty without engaging in it, would hazard 

his own Crown and Safety, as well as that 

of Chr iſt endom 5 * | 
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To My Lord Treaſurer. 


Hague, Fuly 25th. 1678. 


My LORD, 


1 


atchieved under your Miniſtry ; which is 


by all on this ſide eſteemed a much great- 


er than another whereon I have known 


ſome former Miniſters in England value 


themſelves very much, tho not very long. 
That which may poſſibly make this the 
more acceptable to his Majeſty, is the evi- 
dence of ſo much Art and Induſtry with 
which the Freuch have of late uſed all the 
Practices imaginable to gain this State; 
upon the Belief whereof I doubt they have 
hot conſidered us the more, or uſcd us the 
better. For, I do not find that the French 
Ambaſſadors at Nimeguen took any notice 
of Sir L. Jentius in the delivery of their 
late Memorial there; or that he came to 
be poſſeſſed of it otherwiſe than from Fug 

Dutch 


Hough the other Letter be of a ſtale; | 
Date, yet upon perufal again I found 
ſome things in it that might be proper e- 
nongh for your Lordſhip to know, and ſo 
I at content to let it go. I ſhall only here 
give your Lordſhip Joy of this Negotiation ' 
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Dutch Ambaſſadors. And ſince I came o- 
ver, Monſieur d Eſtrades has written ſeveral 
Letters to the Towns of Amſterdam, Rotter- 
aum, Dort and Leyden, to perſuade them, 
that the Prince of Orange and his Friends 
will have no Peace : And the Penſioner has 
ſurprized an Original Letter from Monſieur x 
Lower to Monſieur q Eſtrades; by which | 
he bids him tell thoſe of his Correſpondents 
in Holland, from whom the laſt Advice 

came ; that in caſe they gave him no bets 

ter. he would certainly ſtop their Penſions, l 
The *r on't is, the Sore ſeems to be brok- 

eb, and to have run out ſo, as to leave the 

Body more healthful than before: And if 

Cod bleſs the Prince in this one Enter- 
prize of Hons, he will be greater here than | 
ever any of his Anceſtors were: I ſuppoſe 
one good Fruit more may ariſe from this 
Affair : Which is, that I do not believe any 
man who ſees the Courſe of myDiſpatches, 
can think there are any more Tricks in the 
Buſineſs ; nor do I fee why Men ſhould be 
lick any longer of that imaginary Diſcaſe 
m England, aiter they are cured here. And 
if the Cure ſhould be wrought at a time in 
both places, the World is ſaſe, let the War 
go on; if not, it may be loſt ſtili: And 1 
know not whether 1 ſhell have Charity 
enough to pray God forgive them that 
prove the Occaſion of it. How all this is 


received 
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received in Court or Country, I ſhould be 
glad to know from your Lordſhip : For, af. 
ter all the Compliments made me here up. 
on it, I am from thence to judge what 1 
may have deſerved by the infinite, perpety. 
al Trouble and Application it has forced 
me upon fince I came over. 

I ſend your Lordſhip a Copy incloſed of 
my diſpatch this day to Mr. Secretary 
which Mr. Meredith reſolves firſt to put in. 
to your Lordſhip's hands: And whatever 
other Obſervances you can receive from 
him, I am ſure will be rendred to your 
Lordſhip there and here, upon this and all 
other Occaſions : Since he can have learn. 
ed nothing elſe, in the Houſe of a Perſon | 
that is, and ever ſhall be, with a conſtact | 
and equal Paſſion and Truth, 


My LORD, 


Tour &C, 


: 
To v 0 
o : 
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# Hague, Fuly 2 5th. S. N. 1678, 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
Aving ſince my coming laſt over, 
1 not only drawn all things here to 
Head, but this day reduc'd them into 
form; and figned a Treaty with the 
ates according to my Inſtructions, upon 
heir Conſent to all the four Points given 
ne in charge. I preſume your Majeſty 
vill find it as much to your Satisfaction as 
[Perſons here believe it, to the Honour 
Ind Greatneſs of your Crown. Which is 
aul ſhall ſay upon à Subject, wherein I 
ne had ſo much Part my ſelf. However, 
jou will not I hope be diſpleaſed to know, 
at this Affair ſo ended, has left the Prince 
JW" Orange, in his own Opinion, a happy 
an; and in all others here, a great 
unce once more: This State being more 
len in than ever with his Highneſs, and 
Noth of them more than ever into a Depen- 
Fince upon your Majeſty. I pray God 
Jeu may uſe ſo great a Conjuncture, ſo as 
lily be moſt for your own Glory and, 
elcity, as well as thoſe of your Crowns; 
Co and 
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received in Court or Country, I ſhould be 


glad to know from your Lordſhip : For, af. 
ter all the Compliments made me here up. 
on it, I am from thence to judge what 1 
may have deſerved by the infinite, perpety. 
al Trouble and Application it has forced 
me upon fince I came over. 

I ſend your Lordſhip a Copy incloſed of | 
my diſpatch this day to Mr. Secretary 
which Mr. Meredith reſolves firſt to put in. 
to your Lordſhip's hands: And whatever 
other Obſervances you can receive from 
him, I am ſure will be rendred to your 
Lordſhip there and here, upon this and all 
other Occaſions :: Since he can have learn. 
ed nothing elſe, in the Houſe of a Perſon 
that is, and ever ſhall be, with a conſtact 
and equal Paſſion and Truth, 


y LORD, 
Tour &C, 
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To the KING. 
Ol Hague, Fuly 2 54h, S. N. 1678, 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
Aving ſince my coming laſt over, 
1 not only drawn all things here to 
Head, but this day reduc'd them into 
form; and figned a Treaty with the 
tates according to my Inſtructions, upon 
heir Conſent to all the four Points given 
ne in charge. I preſume your Majefty 
vill find it as much to your Satisfaction as 
il Perſons here believe it, to the Honour 
nd Greatneſs of your Crown. Which is 
aT ſhall ſay upon à Subject, wherein IL 
ue had ſo much Part my ſelf. However, 
vu will not I hope be diſpleaſed to know, 
lat this Affair ſo ended, has left the Prince 
MW Orange, in his own Opinion, a happy 
an; and in all others here, a great 
race once more: This State being more 
Millen in than ever with his Highneſs, and 
Wth of them more than ever into a Depen- 
ce upon your Majeſly. I pray God 
u may uſe ſo great a Conjuncture, ſo as 
Jy be moſt for your own Glory and, 
elicity, as well as thoſe of your Crowns ; 
C2 and 


and then IJ have my End and my Re. 
ward. 

Having charged Mr. Meredith, your Mz. 
jeſty's Secretary of the Ambaſſy here, with 
the Delivery of the Treaty, and my Dif 


patch to Mr. Secretary Williamſon : I could 
not but give him this Occaſion of laying 
himſelf at your Majeſty's Feet; and a 
your Pardon for the long Troubles I hay 


been forced to give your Majeſty, fine: 
my Arrival here; as well as aſſure you a 
the ſame time,” that no Man alive can be 
with a ſincerer Truth, or greater Devot. 
on than I am, and ſhall be ever, 


SIR, 
Tour Majeſty's moſt 
Loyal and moſt 
Obedient Subjef 


and Servant. 
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To Mr. H 


Hague, Ful) 29th. S. N. 1678. 


#41 LOR D, 

Heard by your Servants here; 

that you were grown to be ſo ill at 
Court, as to be gone down into the Coun- 
try to a ſcurvy piece of Land you had 
bought there: And I, like a true Courti- 
er, upon this news would not take the 
rains to write to a Man whoſe Afairs went 
o ill: But for fear my Intelligence ſhould 
prove as falſe as what Monſieur 4 Eſtrades 
had received of late from Amſterdam ; and 
that you ſhould not only be well at Court 
ſill, but the Land you went to ſee, ſhould 
prove to be one of the beft Mannors of 
England ; I could no longer omit aſſuring 
Your Excellency of my humble Services, 
and of the Joy wherewith I ſhall either o- 
bey your Commands here, or receive 
your Protection at Nimeguen, as his Maje- 
J ys Orders ſhall either keep me in this 
place, or call us both thither: Of which 
have yet no certain Proſpect. 
Now I have made you my ſcurvy Com- 
J fliments; if you pleaſe we will leave them 
CC x al! 
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all off: And in the common Style of Friends, 
I will firſt tell you, that I have had the 
good Luck to end the Buſineſs with which 
his Majeſty charged me here, extreamly 
to the Prince of Oranges Satisfaction, and 
as much to that of the States; excepting | 
ſome few, who by ſhewing their Diſcon- 
tent at it, have diſcovered themfelves to 
be too plainly and too deep in the French 
Intereſt, to be looked upon any longer as 
Dealers here. Now, I would be glad to 
know from you as a Friend, and not as a 
Miniſter, what is ſaid or thought of it at 
Court, and whether they continue in the 
mind I left them; or what Points the 
Wind may have tacked about ſince ; and 
what my Lord Sunderland's Buſineſs at pre- 
ſent is into France; which is the great Sub. 
Jet of Talk and Reflections here. I would 
be glad likewiſe to know your Conjcctures 
there, whether France will come to the 
Peace or no; without refuſing any longer 
to evacuate the Towns, which is the pre. 
ſent Wager current at Amſterdam : And YI 
my Lord Ambaſſador Fenkins according to 
the Lights of Nimeguen, was abſolutely 
of Opinion yeſterday they would. 

There never was fo Deſolate a Place c5 
the ZHizgue at this time: And yet I was 
content the Prince ſhoul go, becauſe! 
acver law any Boly go in to good Hue 
mou) 
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mour as both he and all about him, upon 
the concluſion made here the Night before; 
by which his Friends take him to make a 
greater Figure than ever he did fince he 
came to the Government : But this will 
depend in ſome Meaſure too, upon the Fi- 
gure he will make in Flanders; where I 
have no very good Opinion of the relict 
of Mons, upon the joyning of Mareſchal 
Humjeres and Schomberg with the Duke of 
Luxemburg : Of all which, you will ſoon- 
er receive an Account by Flanders than 
from hence, where we have had ſince Mon- 
day laſt a perfect Vacation of all Affairs; 
ſo that you ſhall have no farther Trouble 
beyond the aſſurances of my being ever, 


and truly, 


Tour, &c. 


T Gave Mr. Meredith order to wait upon 

you from me, and to give you any Ac- 

_ you deſired of all that had paſſed 
re. 


Ce Te 
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To Mr. 6--—--—3. 


Hague, Fuly 29th. S. N. 1675. 


SIR, 
YT Had not time to write to you by Mr. 
Meredith ; which was due not only to 


you, but to the incloſure of a Letter the 
Prince had given me for you, upon the a. 
ſurance that I intended to write to you by 
that Diſpatch. All I could do then, as 


to order Mr. Meredith to wait upon you 
particularly from me ; and both aſſure you 
of my Service, and give you any Account 


you cared for being troubled with, of my 


late Negotiation here. I knew you were 
ſo much a Friend of the Prince as to be 


glad of what he was ſo much pleaſed, and 


all about him ſo exalted with here; be- 
cauſe they never took him to be in ſo great 
Credit or Authority as upon the Concluſi 


on of this Buſineſs.; and thereby the De- 


pendance of this State being wholly calt 
upon England, which was juſt upon the 
Point of being thrown into Fraxce : And 
thereby leaving the Prince in ſuch a Figure, 
28 I believe would have broke his Heart if 
it had proved without Remedy. What 
T7 5 you 
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you ſay or think of it on that fide, I am 
yet to know ; and whether you continue 


i the Mind I left you, or how the Wea- 


ther has changed. And though you pro- 
miſed to have my Statue ſet up if I could 
bring this State to take their Meaſures 
with us before we had declared the War, 
eſpecially upon the Point of prohibiting 


commerce; yet after that and all other 


points attained perfectly to his Majeſty's 
mind, I will only expect that you keep me 
from being hanged up in cfhgie ; if all 
hould be changed, and my Lord Sunder- 
land ſhould have more to do in France than 
| have here. This is the preſent Subject 
of wiſe Talk in this place : And, as both 
Mr. Hyde and you concluded with me at 
ny coming away, that one great ground 
of the ill and haſty Paces made here of late 
to a Peace, was the Belief they were in of 
ours in England; ſo I believe you will con- 
clude with me that it we let this knot flip 
but once more, it is never to be retrieved 
gain; and they will run into France with- 
out any ſtop, upon a Diſdain of all our 
Conduct in England, and the Deſpair of 
our proving conſtant to their Intereſt, o. 
our own. In ſhort, the King is once more 
it the Head of all the Affairs in Chri/ten- 
dom ; What uſe he will make of it, is in 
his own Hands, and thoſe of his Miniſter; 
F and 
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and Servants that are about him. Amon 
whom, as I know no Man that wiſhes 
better at heart to his ae and his King. 
doms than you do: So I am ſure no Man 
can wiſh better to you in all Points than 
1 do; nor more deſire the Occaſions of 
expreſſing the ſincere Truth and Paſſion as 
well as Eſteem ; F l am and d ſhall | 
be always, | 


O I'R, 
Th ours, &c. 


«4 
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To the Duke of ORMOND. | 
Hague, Aug. iſt. 8. N. * | 


My LORD, 


INCE my Arrival here, I have had 
| the hardeſt Pinch of Buſineſs that e- 
ver befell me in my Life. I have conclu- 
ded and ſigned a Treaty between his Ma- 
jeſty and the States; by which he is o 
bliged to enter into the War, and they to 
continue it, and not make Peace without 
much greater Conditions; if France does 
notagree to thoſe the States h a- 
1 NE TIES out 
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bout a Month ſince ) by the 11h of this 
Month. The Prince would not ſtir till 
this Treaty was ſigned ; believing all his 
own Intereſts, and the = of the 
Crown of. England to depend upon it. Af- 
ter it was done, he went away immediate- 
ly to the Army; a great Prince in all o- 
thers opinions, and a happy one in his 
own ; which he had been far from in both 
ſor ſome Months paſt. The French have 
uſed all the Artifices imaginable to hinder 
theſe Meaſures between us; and to take 
them ſeparately with this State in our Ex- 
cluſion, and even that of the Prince of 
Orange. Their laſt was two days ſince by 
Memorial of their Ambaſſadors at Nime- 
wen; offering, that the King of France 
would advance himfelf as far as St. Quintin, 
to meet 'any Deputies the States would 
ſend thither, and treat with them in Per- 
lon, The States having yeſterday conſi- 
lered with me upon it, have refuſed the 
Offer ; deſired a poſitive Anſwer upon e- 
racuating the Places in Flanders; and let 
the French Ambaſſadors know, they ſhould 
not be many days ex leur entier to receive 
t. This is a ſtrange Change of Style in 
the World, and the King is once more at 
the Head of Affairs in Chriſtendom. What 
Uſe we ſhall make of this Conjuncture, is 
n the Stars: Your Grace and I will noc 
1 85 | venture 
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venture to gueſs, conſidering how well 
we know our Court: But I am ſure we 
ſhall joyn in our wiſhes ; and mine ſhall | 
ever be for the good Health and good For. 
tunes that your Grace can proppſe to your 
ſelf; fince no Man can be with greater 
Paſſion nor Truth than I am, and {hall be 


ever, 


My LORD, 
Tour Grace's &c. 


— — 


— 
„ — —— 


To Mr. Secretary Williamſon. | 


Hague, Aug. 1ſt. S. N. 1678. 


81 
Eſterday about Noon came an Expreſs 
from Sir L. Jenkins, bringing me 

the incloſed Memorial; inviting the States 
to ſend their Deputies to St. Quintin, in 
Picardy ; where his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 
will in Perſon meet with them. I looked 
upon it as a Reſolution in France grounded 
upon Advices from hence; as believiny 
that ſo great a Condeſcenſion as this of his 


molt Chriſtian Majeſty, could not but giꝰe 
. new 
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aew Life to Monſieur Pats and his Party. 
That the Effect of it would be, to draw 
this State into a Negotiation not only ſe- 
parate from all their Allies, but even from 
all Offices or Intervention of his Majeſty 
25 Mediator; and make way for ſome of 
the conſiderable Perſons of this State, to 
take particular Meaſures with the Court 
of France. 

This morning Monſieur Van Lewen was 
with me, and we Diſcourſed of this new 
Memorial. He ſaid, the Thing ſeemed of 
the ſame Piece with all that had come of 
late from France; and to be all but an A- 
muſement while he purſued the taking of 
Mens, and the Hopes that this State would 
till fall into ſome Expedient in the Point 
of evacuating the Places. That he was of 
Opinion, the States would make ſome Re- 
lection upon this new Offer ; particular- 
ly the Freuch Ambaſladors at Nimeguen ha- 
ving ſaid to the States, that by this way 
of treating; Affairs might be more advan- 
cd in twenty four Hours, than in as many 
Days by other Hands. He told me that 
the States-General had reſolved ; that their 
Commiſſioners for ſecret Affairs ſhould 
come to me, and ask my Opinion upon 
this new Propoſition; which he (Mon- 
wy Van Lewen ) deſired to know beſorc 

and, 5 
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T told him I was ſure, ſending to St. 
Nuintin.could do no good]; ſince, if they 
were reſolved, as he ſaid they were, to in. 
ſiſt upon the Evacuation of the Towns 
without farther Expedient; that might be 
better done at Nimeguen. That beſides, 
it would be leſs reſpect to a great King, to 
draw him ſo far in Perſon only to receive 
a peremptory Meſſage from them, with. 
out Inſtructions to treat; or fall into Tem. 
peraments upon it. That thirdly ; fince 
before the Treaty ſigned with his Majeſly, 
they had reſolved n6t to ſend to Pars, nor 
Ghent: I thought, ſince the Treaty con. 
cluded they could not ſend to St. Quintin, 
and thereby exclude his Majeſty from any 


Part in the Negotiation ; either as Media. 


tor or otherwiſe, without his Majeſty's 
Conſent ; which could not be had but by 
ſending into England, ſince I had no In- 
ſtructions upon this new Incident, That 
this could not be performed within the 
Time prefixed in the Treaty, of the 11th 
of this Month: And therefore my Opini- 
on was, that they ſhould anſwer this Me— 
morial by another ſhort one from their 
Ambaſſadors at Nimeguen; expreſling, that 
they could come to no new Negotiations 
- Without the Communication and Conſent 
of his Majeſty ; with whom they had en- 


tered into Meaſures upon the late Incident 
92 | I in 
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a the Negotiation of the Peace, I told 
Monfieur Van Lewen, that this was le 


rand et le bea « chemin ; and that I did not 


ee how they could take any other, conſi- 
{ring their Tyes to his Majeſty and Spain; 
yho had joy ned them in accepting the 


peace. 4 


Monſieur Van Lewen fell in with my O- 


* Yjinion, but could not pretend to gueſs 


what the Advice of the ſeveral Towns 
yould be upon it: After this he left me. 
then began to reflect what Iſſue this Af. 
air would have had, in caſe the Treaty 


ad not been ſigned before it came; which 


t muſt not have been if I had firſt received 
your Orders of the 162h current; by which 
| found his Majeſty inſiſted upon the Pro- 
hibition of Commerce to be made a Part 
of the Treaty by particular Article or Con- 
vention; which the Prince, Penſioner, 
and Commiſſioners told me, could not be 
any ways hoped for from the Province of 
Holland; ſo as upon it the Treaty muſt of 


neceſſity have demurred; which import- 


ed as much as the whole Iſſue of this Ne- 

gotiation, in caſe it had not been conclu- 

ded before the Prince leſt this Place. 8 
While I was in theſe laſt Thoughts, and 


bad purſued my Letter as far as this laſt 


Period ; I received yours of the 11 upon 
the late Treaty's having been produced 
before 


„ 
before his Majeſty at a Foreign Committee, 


with ſo many Faults laid to my Charge in 


this Tranſaction, that I have reaſon to be 
as much mortified as you can with me; 


though you are pleaſed to ſay, ſome of the 


Faults you find are without preſent Order. 


The three chief Points you have Orders 


to except to, and to deſire a Change or 


Ebacidation upon them; 1 will anſiver x 


well as I can. 
As to that of Commerce ; I was left by 


the large Period upon it in my Inſtructions 
to more Liberty than I have taken; and 


the Prince, Penſioner, and Commiſſioners 


all aſſured me, it was not to be gained by 


Convention before hand ; but would cer- 

tainly follow upon this Reſolution of the 
States, and laſt as long as the War: And 
the Prince took upon him to hinder the 


failing of it from the Emperor or Spain; 


though that Clauſe was put in to keep them 
ap to the Rigour of the ſaid Prohibition. 


For that of the Concert of the Forces, 1 


told you the Commiſſioners ſaid, it would 
be agreed to in very few days here: And! 
charged my Secretary to let you know; 


that they had agreed upon it by Proviſion 


in that very Number of Land Forces I had 
before mentioned: And I reſolved upon 
the return of the Penſioner here to Town, 


to come to a Specification between ” of 
them 
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chem, both at Land and sea: So that I 


could never have imagined this as an O- 


miſſion ; fince I was tyed to nothing in 
my Inſtructions, farther than the Propor- 
tions of three to two. 

For that of the Reſtriction to Europe; 
| muſt confeſs it a Fault, ſince you ſay it 
is found ſo: But I told you then, it was a 
Point I had no Light given me in at all 
from you or any body elſe in England : 
That all the Practices I had ever had there, 
confirmed me in it, as well as the Penſion- 
er; who told me, this State had never 
made any Treaty that extended beyond 
Europe. 

Thus I confeſs, I thought J had follow. 
ed my Inſtructions upon all theſe Points, 
and did not act with ſo much punctilious 
Caution as I ought, it may be, to have 
done: For the Conjuncture was ſo Criti- 
cal, and to be concluded before the Prin. 
ce's going, or elſe to be loſt ; which was 
to decide whether this State ſhould fall 
into a Dependance upon England or 
France. | 
his is a Point the French value and pur- 
fue at another rate, of which there needs 
no other Teſtimony than this Demarcbe 
of St. Quintin. 


But, 


Ll 
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But, ſince the greateſt Service 1 could 
ever hope * do his Majeſty or the Crown 


of England, proves to be a Fault; I hum. 
bly ask his Majeſty's Pardon, and ſhall 
learn hereafter to tye my ſelf as ſtrictly to 
my Orders, as a Clarke of the Office 
ought to do, ſince I find ſo ſevere a Laſh 
kang over me: Though I am, I confeſs, 
of Opinion that no Prince or State can 
ever tye up ſo ſtrictly, either a General 
or an Ambaſſador; or give them Reaſon 
to act in perpetual Fear, without loſing 
the Greateſt Occaſions in the World, ei- 
ther in Treaties or in War. And fo J end 
this unpleaſant Subject, 


and am, &c. 


- 6 * 1 4 


— — 
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To Sir Foſeph Williamſon 


Hague, Aug. 2d. S. N. 1678. 
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AST Night I acquainted the Penſi- 
oner with what had paſſed between 
me and the Commiſſioners, and the Re- 
ſolution we were come to: Which was, 


that it was not fit to {end to St. Quintin, | 
nor 
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nor they could not do it without the Parti: 
cipation of England. 

He ſaid it was very well, and that this 
Artifice of France, as it was the laſt, ſo it 
was the greateſt, ahd that we had but this 
Blow to ward : That if our Treaty had not 
been concluded, he ſhould have been in pain, 
but did not fear now ; and ſaid, the States 
of Holland were to aſſemble upon it this 
Morning. 

This Morning at Five I received a Letter 
from the Prince, expreſſing the greateſt 
Pain in the World upon this laſt Memorial 
it Nimeguen; deſiring me to do all that was 
poſſible to hinder any Deputation to St. Quin. 
tin or Ghent, and to ſpeak my ſelf to all Per- 
ſons here that I thought would be inclined 
toit, At Five the Penſioner came to me, 
nd gave me an Account of the Reſolution 
being taken both in the States of Holland, 
ind after in the States General, upon the 
French Memorial: That they could not ſend 
o St. QAuintin or Ghent, having nothing at 
ll to propoſe: That they deſired the French 
Anſwer poſitive upon the Point of evacua. 
ung the Places, and ſigning the Peace: That 
ey ſhould not be many Days en leur enti- 
to receive it: And this to be ſent to the 
French Ambaſſadors at Nimeguen, with a 
F'rivate Letter to the Duteh Ambaſſadors, to 
Jet them know, that ther 17% of this Month 
D d Was 


bf 
i 
1 


( 402 ) 
was the laſt Day they ſhould be able to ar. 
tend their Anſwer. | | 

He told me, all this was agreed unani. 
mouſly at laſt ; though ſome inſiſted long 
upon writing a Letter to the Moſt Chriſtiay 
King; but not that it ſelf without firſt ask. 
ing my Conſent to it ; deferring as much 
as was poſſible to the Meaſures they had 
taken with England, 

He was in ſo good humour upon this 
Occaſion , that I thought I could never 
have a better to put him upon giving his 
Majeſty the ſatisfaction you defire in thoſe 
Points of the Treaty: And fo I preſt hin 
upon it in the way you order me. 

Upon the firſt of Commerce, his An- 
{wer was, Q il eroit impoſſible de le fair: 
par convention, mais qu il ẽtoit auſi impoſt 
ble que cela put manquer pendant la guerre | 
& qu' il m en aſſareroit, cette reſolution des 
Etats ne pouvant etre changee ſans une noi. 
velle; & il pouvoit toi jours emptcher cette 
nouvelle reſolution, | 

For the Concert of Forces, he ſaid, that 
by the 11th of this Month, when we 
ſhould ſee whether it were War or Peace, 
the States would enter with me into a 
Specification of Forces for Sea and Land; 
and that he thouglit, Fourty Ships would YI 4 
be the utmoſt that they thould furniſh atY ff 

preſent: 
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preſent: That according as Occaſion ſhould 
happen, there would be other Concerts 
hereafter. | | 

For the Third, for the Guarentie mu- 
tuelle beyond Europe , he ſaid, that he 
would not ſay poſitively, that in the 
Treaty , 8 as you alledged , 
there was not ſuch a Clauſe, becauſe 
of the Extremity they were in when 
Spain engaged with them: But confeſſed 
he had told me, this State never en- 
paged beyond Europe : That if it were 
ſo, he would uſe all the Endeavours 
he could, to have it done But conſi- 
dering the Strength 4nd Populouſneſs 
of our Plantations, and the Weakneſs 
of the French, he could not believe 
but that we ſhould beat them wholly 
out of the Weſt-Tndies. 


He then deſired me with the gteateſt 


Earneſtneſs in the World, that I would 
repreſent to his Majeſty the ſtopping , 
and thereby ſpoiling ſo great an Aftair 
by any Difficulties, in ſuch Points as 
theſe, That he would write to /ſor- 
few Van Beuninghen to that purpoſe, 


if it were not that I told him, 


how his Majeſty kept the whole 
is a Secret to all but him ard 
the Prince. That for their part 

D d 2 their 
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their RatificatiGns would be ready on | 


Thurſday next. 
His Majeſty has the whole Matter 


before him; and I defire my Inſtru- 
ctions may be clear and poſitive ; which 


1 ſhall not fail of obeying. 


J am, Qc- 


To 


| 
| 
( 
| 
( 
( 
| 
| 
( 
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To My Lord Treaſurer. 


Hague, Auguft 2d. S. N. 1678. 


Hy LORD, 


Will not trouble your Lordſhip with any 
thing that goes in my Diſpatch this 
Poſt to Mr. Secretary Williamſon , becauſe 
I know you have your ſhare in it. I will 
only tell you, that after all the Applauſes 
have been giv'nme here upon the perfection 
of the laſt Treaty; and among all the Ac- 
counts given this laſt Poſt from England, of 
his Majeſty's and the general ſatisfaction 
upon it there; I received a Letter from Se- 
cretary Williamſon, that found twenty Faults 
with it, and allows nothing in it that was 
good. I was the more ſurprized, becauſe 
your Lordſhip had let me know the Poſt 
before, that every thing ſtood upon the 
ame Foot it did when I leſt England; and 
I had obſerved, that our Forces were ſince 
come over into Flanders; by which, and 
by the Freuch demarches here and at Nime- 
guen, where they take no notice of his Ma- 
jeſty's Mediation in all that paſſes between 
them and the Dutch ; I concluded all Con- 
dence irreparably broke between us and 
8 D d3 France, 
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France ; eſpecially the Uſage of our Troops 
there, ſucceeding their Inſtances about dif. 
banding them at home. All this conſider. 
ed, I could not imagine there could have 
been no good in a Treaty that drew the de. 
pendence of this State wholly from France 
and caſt it upon England, in ſuch a Con. 
juncture, and about which lus Majeſty was 
ſo ſolicitous when I left him. I concluded 
this muſt be perſonal in Secretary William. 
ſon ; and I have written to him according. 
ly, and juſtify'd my ſelf; as Iam ſure, if 
there was a Fault, it muſt have been in the 
lameneſs of his Inſtructions; which noAm. |} 
baſſador can act by, and upon which I call |! 
Mr. Hyde, Mr. Godoiphin , and Sir Lyonel | 
Jenkins to witneſs ; and your Lordſhip too, 
upon this ſingle Period in his laſt Inſtructi- 
ons the Poſt before laſt, upon the time of 
our declaring the War, Which I was much 
preſt about here, and wes fain to tence off 
as I could. His Words are theſe, of Jul, 
As to the time of his Majeſty's declaring the 
** War, That you know is to be taken upon the 
* time of the ſigning the Treaty; and not at al 
eto depend on the time ſet for the French's 
* refaſal of this farther Offer, otherwiſe than 
* as that ſhall relate to the concluding of the 
© propoſed Treaty between his Majeſty ans 
* Holland, My Secretary and I were both | 
very long buſy, not to find out the 1 * 
Es Be. e 1 ut 
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but his own meaning of it; and were fain 
to give it abſolutely over; which happened 
to me ſo often, that tis nothing new from 
that hand. Theſe Laſhes and Mortificati- 
ons are as little ſo too, having very often 
befallen me from him ; but never once 
from my Lord Arlington, Secretary Trevor, 
or Secretary Coventry,in Ten Years Service 
under their Correſpondence. I thould be 
very glad to know ſrom your Lordſhip 
whether Jam miſtaken or no in believing 
this Uſage Perſonai from him : For if it be 


from his Majeſty, I ſhall take it for another 


Sign, and make another uſe of it. In the 
mean time, I beg yourLordthip to take care, 
that my Inſtructions may be clear hereafter, 
or at leaſt, intelligible; for I am reſolved 
to do nothing without them, let what will 
happen. One thing more I beg your Lord- 
ſhip to get altered by his Majeſty's Com- 
mand : Which is, that I may have conſtant 
Advice from one of the Secretary's Office, 
of all that paſſes in England ; at leaſt, what 
can relate to Affairs here. I believe no Am- 
baſſador before ever failed of at leaſt a Pa- 
per of Occurrences every Poſt; and in all 
the time I have been here, I have not recei- 
ved one Line; ſo that I knew neither of 
my Lord Sunderland's going, my Lord Fe- 
verſham's, nor the Marquiſs Burgomaine's, 
otherwiſe than by the Deputies or other 
Dd 4 Mint 


—— ——t— — —  — 


( 408 ) 


Miniſters here; much leſs, of du Cres 
Overture in England, that the Towns thould 
be reſtored by France, in caſe this State 
would give their Guaranty, that none of 
the Allies ſhould aſſiſt the Enemies of Swe. 


den. I mention this, becauſe tho' it be a 
impracticable as other things of that king, | 


that have come from France; yet it has 
made a great Buz among halfwitted People 
here, when it came to be conſidered upon 
this laſt Memorial of the French, whether 
any Expedient could be offered by France in 
the Point of evacuating the Towns. 

The Wiſe conclude all to beArtifice, and 
never a greater than this Offer of the Moſt 
Chriſtian King, to come inPerſon to St.Quin. 


tin, to meet and treat with the Deputies of | 


this State. They conſider the Conſequence 


of ſuch a King's cajoling, or his Miniſters | 
corrupting any that ſhould go ; but chiefly | 
of amuſing theſe people fo far as to break | 


the Times, and thereby the Meaſures con- 


cluded with us. They believe the Bottom 
of all to be the amuſing either Us, or Hol. 
land, till upon the approach of Winter, and 
the German Armies going into Quarters, ! 
they may draw all their Forces out of Ger- 
many, and make one puſh for the Conqueſt | 
of Flanders. In the mean time, that which 
is ſown by them here with ſuch Induſtry, 
is, Firft, that nothing can defend this * | 
TIS wed {re Woe 2 is nt rt ER Aang 
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and Country from all its Neighbours, but 
France ; nor conſequently give them per- 
petual Peace and Trade: Then, that France 
can never have any Deſign upon their Li- 
berty, becauſe they can make more uſe of 
their Men and Ships while they are great 
and flouriſhing, than they can do by their 
owing weak and poor, which muſt fol- 
ow the conquering and ſuppreſſing their 
Liberties. Then, that they are no Rival 
to them in Trade, which England is, and 
muſt ever be; and that all the danger to 
their Liberties is from his Majeſty and the 
Prince of Orange, upon concert between 1 
them, in Relation to England and this Coun- 1 
try ; and now laftly, upon this Incident at 
Nimeguen, they ſay it all aroſe only upon a 
Viſit made by Count Oxenſtern to the 
French Ambaſſadors when they were ready 
toſign the Peace; defiring them it might 
not be done without a Proviſion for Swe- f 
dex : And that no Surprize could be great- it 
er than that of the King of France, when % 
he heard the Peace was delayed by that | 
Incident. In ſhort, they are extreme ſen- 1 
ible of having made a horrible ill Pace, 
and would fain recover it, but find it very 
J ifficult, and, I believe, will not be able, 
unleſs we help them ; which, whether we 
hall or know, your Lordlhip beſt knows. 


Iſend 
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I ſend you the laſt French Memorial in 
Print; for the ſame Day they communica. 
ted it to the Dutch Amballadors , they 
diſperſed numerous Printed Copies among 
all theſe Provinces, I ſend your Lordſhip 
likewiſe a Peculiar printed ſort of Gazette, 

which comes out every Poſt, but only into | 
few and particular Hands; but is the 
ſhrewdeſt Pen, and the beſt informed that | 
ever I met with. 


I am ever with the ſame Paſſion and Truth, | 
My LORD, 1 
Tours , &c. ; 


I am very well content his Majeſty may 0 


1 

| 

ſee this Letter, and judge upon it, how! ll 
am like to ſerve him in the Circumſtances A ! 
I ſtand with the Secretary's Office. ; - 
I 
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To Sir Foſeph Williamſon. 
Hague, Aug. 5th. S. N. 1678. 


SIR, 
HE Penſioner having been with me, 
I have diſcourſed him upon the 
Points which you ſaid his Majeſty would 
have inſiſted upon; and he promiſes all his 
teſt Offices to bring them about ; but ſaid, 
that his Majeſty would not be much con- 
cerned for the Amendments in theſe Points, 
if it were a Peace : which for his part he 
did not at all doubt of; and therefore deſi- 
red me to endeavour that nothing might 
de ſtirred before the Ratification, upon 
which he took the Peace to depend. I ask- 
ed him, what made him think ſo > he re- 
plied, he would tell me in Confidence, that 
Monſieur Sylvercreou had been with him the 
Day before, to let him know that the Swe- 
4iſþ Ambaſladors had written to the French 
King, to deſire him not to hinder the Peace 
Jof Chriſtendom any longer, by inſiſting up- 
on the Reſtitution of Sweden before the eva- 
J cuation of the Towns; and that they ex- 
pected an Anſwer from France upon it with- 
g two or three days. That hereupon, he, 
R424 fend ; | he 
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the Penſioner, concluded, France was reſol. 
ved to make the Peace , and evacuate the 
Towns ; for he was very ſure France and 
Sweden underſtood one another ; that the 
laſt made no Pace without the Direction 
and Conſent of the other. He ſaid, Mop. | 
eur Sylvercroon had ſpoken to him of i it, asa 
Thing done and ſaid upon it, that he hop 
ed now, the Peace was made, and that th 
State would not acroche it upon the Neutra 
lity of Cleves and Fuliers, That, he, the 
Penſioner, had told him, That was aPoins | 
the State had come to no Reſolution in, 
but only to order their Ambaſſadors at Vi. 
meguen, to uſe all the moſt preſſing Offices | 
they could with the French Ambaſſadors 

upon it; but that there were four of the | 
Provinces reſolved not to have the Peace | 
without it; and lor his part, he would cry 
againſt it all he could, He deſired to know 
his Majeſty's Thoughts upon it, and that 
T would write and repreſent to his Majeſty 3 
the [mportance of this Matter; and that 
in the mean time the Peace muſt take its 
Courſe without it. 

About Nine a Clock this Morning arriv- | 
ed Mr. Meredith with new Inſtructions from * 
his Majeſty, grounded upon an Intimation 
of Monſieur du Cros, as is there expreſs d. 
Soon after Monſicar du Cros himſelf came 
to me, and told me the whole Story of his 
3 Propoſition. 
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Propoſition. He enlarged upon his Maje 
ſty's great Bounty to the Crown of Sweden 
by yielding to every one of the Points 
which he had propoſed to his Majeſty in his 
Memorial ; and concluded with the Joy he 
ſhould have in ſeeing me fo ſoon at Nime- 
gen, to ſecond the Aſſurances he was to 
give the Swedifh Ambaſſadors upon this 
Occaſion. 


I told him , that the Intentions of his 


ſourney and mine, had already been pre- 
rented by the Swediſh Ambaſſadors having 
of themfelves made that Pace towards the 
Peace, which he pretended to bring them 
to by his Majeſty's Conceſſions. Upon 
this Monfieur du Cros looked extremely ſür- 
prized ; but recovering himſelf, ſaid, He 
did believe the Letters he writ to the French 
Ambaſſadors the Poſt before he came away 
might have had that effect as to make them 
do the Thing before he came: But it was 
Dans la veiie dequeque choſe qu ils eſperoient d 
Angleterre : But, by comparing Times, I 
ſound that could not be. 


He ſeemed very unreſolved upon all 


theſe Diſcourſes, whether he ſhould go to 
waa, ar or not ; and asked me, what I 
intended to do? I anſwered, I ſhoald not 
reſolve to ſtir without firſt giving an Ac» 
count to Court of the Matter as it ſtood. 
do we parted, and he went about Five this 
Aiternoon towards Nimeguen. I can- 
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I cannot but take notice that ſome of his 
Majeſty's Conceſſions in du Cros's Memori. 
al, are of as great importance as can be to 
the Crown of England: As the 3d and ꝗth, 
concerning the Liberty not only of levying 
our Mariners and Soldiers, but of buying 
our Ships and Men of War. 

What Effect Monſieur de Cros's Diſcour- 
ſes may have here, I cannot tell, as to the 
Peace ; but as to his Majeſty's Meaſures 


and Intentions1n it, they have, I am ſure, | 
had a very ill one. For my part, I neither 
underſtand the Councils upon which they | 
were grounded, nor will pretend to judge 


of the Event. 


About Seven in the Afternoon I ſpoke 
with the Penſioner again, and communi. 
cated to him my new Inſtructions. He 
ſaid, there would be no difficulty as to the 
Neutrality of the Enemies of Sweden, nor 


as to thoſe of the Allies who accepted not 


the Peace with France. Then he ſaid the 
State had ſent to Nimeguen their Anſwer, 
by which they could not ſend to St. Qu. 
tin; and upon the Communication of it to 


the French, Monſieur Colbert had fallen in- 


to the greateſt emportement in the World 
and particularly againſt Monſieur Bever- | 


ning. | 
Sir L, Fenkins writes me word, That the 


French take ſo little notice of his Majeſty's | 
Mediation 
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Mediation there, that he has not heard one 
Fyllable from them ſince they gave him 
their Conditions of the 14th of April. 1 
ſend Mr. Ag/:onby away with this Diſpatch, 
conſidering the Importance of it : Beſides, 
that this Gentleman having attended the 
whole Motion of this Affair ever ſince my 
coming over, will be able to give his Maje- 
ſly a very ParticularAccount of all the ſteps 


that have been made in it, and of all that 


can be known from this Scene. 


Jam ever, &c. 


— 


— m 


From Penſioner Fagell. 


A la Haye le 6me, Aouft. 1678. 


Y Monſieur, 
A* ant conſider les ordres que Votre Ex- 


cellence m a communiquee de la part du 
Roy Votre Maitre & vayant que cet Etat w 
J «rochera pas la paix ſur la neutralitè de Cle- 
ves, & que Vous n avez pas aucun ordre la 
deſſus de la part ds Roy witre Maitre; que cet 
Flat ne ſoitiendra pas la guerre avec vigueur, 
ans gue la France ſoit miſe dans ſon dernier 

tort 
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tort par les refus d evacuer les places, ce qu | 
arrivera quand la Suede y aura confenti > Cue 
le Roy Votre Maitre ne le fera pas auſſi ſan; * 
cela, comme il paroit par cette demarche, | 
par les difficultez que votre Cour a fait de ra. 
tifier le trait, ſans des changemens qu on ne 
peut pas faire icy : Que, du Eros a ſeirwitre | 
depiche, & que Sylvercroon d deja debite 
icy comme ] autre va faire 4 NMimegue, & 
avec de circonſtances put etre plus manvaiſes | 
qu” il ne contient: Que la Snede ſemblant de. 
ja ſe deporter de leurs pretenfions, & par li, la 
France paroiſſant de vouloir faire la paix, 11 
fera bon que cet Etat aye encore cette Obligati. 
on al Angleterre, ce qui ſervira 4 continuer 
les liaiſons entre nous apres la paix, qui eſt u- 
ne choſe de la derniere importance pour les in. 
terits de ſa Majeſt*, cet Etat, & le Prince. 
Je croy pour toutes ces raiſons, qu il eſt ab. 
ſolument neceſſaire , tant pour le bien commun 
de la Chretientt, que pour leurs intereſts, que 
Votre Excellence parte au plitit pour Nime- 
gue, enſuite des ordres qu Elle a receu. 


Je ſuis, 
De V. E. 

Le tres humble & tres 

bObeiſſant ſerviteur 


Gaſp. Fagell. 
To. 
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To Sir Foſeph Williamſon. 


Nimeguen, Aug. 9. S. N. 1678. 


. SF 
IN humble obedience to his Majeſty's Ex- 
preſs Commands, I Sir William Temple 
came hither at Seven a Clock laſt Night : 
Immediately upon my Arrival Monſieur de 
Balba ſent to know whether he might make 
me a Viſit, which I conſented to, and he | 
came accordingly, _ | | | 
His Diſcourſe conſiſted of his Hopes, 
that I brought a good Peace along with 
me ; his Defires to hear whether the Trea- 
ty at the Hague were ratified or no; and 
his Complaints that the French, notwith- 
tanding the Swedes having deſiſted, yet 
ul refuſed to fign the Peace. That, for 
Ils part, he could not be ſorry for it; for 
though he ſhould have ſigned it if they had 
'Feonſented, yet after having ſigned a Peace 
o deitructive to Chriſtendom ,, he ſhould 
"Fave retired himſelf from all PAblick Buſi- 
Yieſs for the reſt of his Life. 

Upon the enquiring the Occaſion of my 
FFoming, I told him, as I have done every 
ody elſe ; that having been aſſured at 
"Jive Hague, that the Suedes here having de 

: E e liſte 
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ſiſted from their Pretenſions of being re. 
ſtored before the Evacuation of the Places: 
And the French having always profeſſeq | 
that Difficulty to have been raiſed wholly 
upon their Occaſion. I made no queſtion | 
but the Peace would be immediately ſign. | 
ed; and thereupon came hither upon his 
Majeſty's Orders, that I ſhould be preſent | 
at the Conclufion of it. 3 
Upon the Marquis s going out; my | 
Colleague Sir Lyonel Fenkins came in to 
me: and being ſurprized at the unexpect- 
ednefs of my Arrival, and I asking him 
whether he knew nothing of it: He faid, * 
Nothing, bur ſrom the Talk of a Confi. 
dent Man lately arrived here; who had 
given out, he had brought the Peace in his I 
Pocket; and Orders for Sir William Tem. 
ple to come with him to Nimeguen. 0 
Hereupon, I ſhewed my Colleague my 
Inſtructions, which you laſt ſent me, M{* 
grounded upon Monſieur du Cross Propo- ll V 
tition : He told me the Thing was done 'W* 
before 1 came : That the Swedes had not I 
only deſiſted from their Pretenſions; but e 
that the French had owned it in their Me. A 
morial on Sunday laſt, and declared, that be 
upon it; their Maſter deſiſted from detain- let 
ing the Towns: But however, that he, 
my Colleague ; did not find the Peace was ud 


much the nearer, ſince the French Ambaſ- Itbi 
ſadors 


3, 


* 
SY 
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adors did ſtill refuſe to ſign it; and per- 


anc con 


Maſter in P wich the! 
Ghent : Whereupon, conſulting with my 


Colleague, We, concluded together; that 


we ſhould not fay any thin to the Swediſh 
mbaſſadors of what 8 5 laſt Toltkuck. 
ons imported, unleſs they ſpoke to me of 
it, and ſeemed to expect it from me; in 
regard that whatever his Majeſty intended 
hould be done by the Suedes, towards the 
Evacuation of the Towns, had been alrea- 
iy fully done by them: And that no De- 
2190 of his Majeſty's Inſtructions to 


me was meant, or could tend to this new 


I difficulty raiſed by France; about the 
bach deputing to the moſt Chriſtian King, 
Ir to his Deputies at Ghent. 


The next Viſit I received was at Nine 


dis morning from the Daniſb Ambaſſador, 
shoſe Diſcourſe was chiefly upon the oc- 
Jeaſion of my Journey hither ; upon the 
Y Ground it may give to the Dutch, of re. 


civing otherwiſe this Propoſal from France 


han they might poſſibly have done if I had 


een at the Hague upon the Liberty Mon- 
leur du Cros had taken here of proning the 
aſtrutions he brought from his Majeſty, 


Ind the great Credit he had at our Court; 


wich he, the Ambaſſador thought very 
Ee 2 ſtrange, 


clude it, either with the King their 


ſits nc the Dutch ſhould ſend to treat 
in Perſon ; or with the Depuries at 


b 
| 
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{trange, conſidering what he paſſed for at 
theirs, where he was ſufficiently known. 
And thereupon he gave me a Character of 
1 which I will not trouble you 
With. 

After the Dane”s leaving me, the Suediſh 
Ambaſſadors came in : Their Diſcourſe © 
conſiſted in valuing the generous Pace they 

had made, of deſiſting from their Pretenf. 
ons, ſince thoſe alone ſeemed ſo much to 
retard the Peace. ER 
Theyſaid, that tho they reckonedupon the 
good Offices of Holland after the Peace, as 
well as upon the Aſſiſtances of France to- 
wards their Reſtitution ; yet their chief 
Confidence was in the good Intentions of 
his Majeſty towards their Crown ; of which 
they had received ſo good Teſtimonies up- 
on all Occaſions. 

Hereupon they began to Diſcourſe of the 
laſt French Memorial ; and made their par- 
ticular Reflections upon two Paſſages in it. 
The firſt, that France ſeemed to intend ; 
that they, the Suedes, ſhould owe their Re- 
ſtitution to the Meaſures that France ſhould | 
take with Holland upon that Occaſion ; 
whereas their chief Hopes were from his | 
Majeſty, and they had very little from Hol. | 
land beſide their common Offices, alter the . 
Peace was made. The next was fromthe I 
laſt Words of the Memoria! ; by which it | 
| appcars 
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appears that France intended to treat and 
conclude the Peace with the Deputies of 
the States, in a Place where there was like 
to be no Miniſter from Sueden; which they 
ſay, they did not very well underſtand, 
nor thought they had Reaſon to be ſatisfy- 
ed with what the French Ambaſſadors told 
them upon it ; that the King their Maſter's 
Intention was, the Peace ſhould be ſigned 
here at Nimeguen; though it were conclu- 
ded at St. Quintin, | 
All that I anſwered to theſe Diſcourſes: 
was, my Compliments upon the Declara- 
tion they had made, of deſiſting from their 
Pretentions rather than hindring the Peace 
of Chriſtendom; and the aſſurances that I 
had Orders to give them, of his Majcſty's 
ood Intentions towards their Crown. And 
ere our Diſcourſe was like to end ; when 
I refolyed to make ſome mention of Mon- 
ſieur du Cros, to find out what they would 
ſay upon it; and what the true Ground 
had been of his Journey and mine hither. 
I told them, that I was in hopes to have 
found the Peace ready to be figned here 
when I came. For, beſides the aſſurances 


the Penſioner had given me and Monſieur 
Sylvercroon at the Hague; of their Excellen- 


cies having deſiſted from their Pretentions 
which had difficulted the Peace. I heard, 
that Monſieur %% Cros had ſaid upon, the 
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way hither; that he carryed the Peace in 
his Pocket, and that he brought expreſs - 
Orders to them, the Suedes Ambaſſadors, 
which they had not before, © 

Monſieur Oxenſtern ſaid very gravely to 
this; Aſſeurement nous 1 auons pas qgi par 
des ordres qui nous ont ett portès par Mr. th | 
Cros: But Monſieur 0/zvecrants ſmiling faid, | 
Monſieur ; pour ce qui eft de la vanit?, Il faut 
pardonner 4 Monfieur du Cros, puiſque vous 
ſeaves qu il eſt gar con. I told them hereup. | 
on, that Monſieur du Cros had told both 
me and Monfieur Sylvercroon, that the De- 
claration made by the Suediſp Ambaſſadors 
here, had been grounded upon the Aſſu- 
rances that his Majeſty had given particu» 
larly to Monfieur da Cros, in England. 
Monſieur Olivecrants replyed a little warm- 
ly. Monſieur, vous me pardonneres, cela a 
ete fond? ſur les aſſirances que le Roy'm'a 
doun? devant que de partir de Londres, 
By theſe Lights I ſuppoſe. you will be 
able to unriddle better than I can do here; 
what hath been the true Bottom of all this 
Intrigue. | 

After the Suedes left me, the Dutch Am- 
baſſadors came in; and preſently after 
them, as we had concerted together, came 
I Sir L. Jentins. They fell preſently into 
Diſcourſe of the laſt French Memorial; in 
which they ſaid, they could find little 7 
F Ry | £12411 
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than in the former, but that it was a TranC. 
poſition of Words, For, whereas they 
had faid before, they would not evacuate 
the Towns without Reſtitution to Sueden: 
They now fay, they will evacuate the 
Towris ; but they will firſt treat and agree 
with the Dutch about the Satisfaction of 
Sueden. | 

They ſaid the firſt Period was clear, and 
that upon it they offered to ſign the Peace: 
But the French refuſed, ſaying ; that though 
their Memorial conſiſted of three Periods, 
yet they were to be taken, pour une choſe 
toute ¶ une ſuite. 

The next Remark they made, was upon 
the Words toutes les places, in the firſt Pe- 
riod. Which Word toutes, they found 
upon ſearch never to have been in any of 
their Memorials or Letters before. And 
they obſerved, the Meaning of it might be, 
that though they deſiſted from the Deſign 
of retaining 4/7 the Places, yet they did 
not from that of retaining ſome of them : 
And the Words if you pleaſe to obſerve 
them, ſeem to bear it. 

Monſieur Beverniag ſaid farther,that when 
he offered to Sign the Peace, and faid, thar 
they ſhould not be many days longer ar 
liberty, a cauſe de leurs engagements : The 
French replyed: Vous vous fies a vos engage- 
mens, Meſſieurs, et le Roy a deux cent mille 
f 8 E e 4 hommes 
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hommes qu il a bien paye. They told them 
farther, that his Majeſty hath ſuch Treaties 
with France, that would keep him from per. | 
forming ce que Monfieur Temple aſtipul ala | 
Haye. Whereto Monfieur Colbert added; | 
Et pourquoy * Temple ne vient il pas 
# a les ordres du Roy ſon. Maitre de revenir | 
Icy, auſſi ne fait il à la Haye que du mal. ; 
After they concluded that the Deſign of 
France was to draw this Buſineſs into a 
particular Negotiation, between them and * 
the States; without either the Suede of 
the one Side, or their Allies of the other; 
and without England too ; and by that 
means to hinder them from the aſſiſtance 
Either of their Allies or of Us. That b7 
theſe Memorials about Deputations to 
France, and by their Artifices in ſcattering 
Copies of them as ſoon as they were deli- 
vered, they hoped to prevent the Meaſures 
between Us and Holland; and to draw out 
time while they purſued the Siege of Mons 
and while England ſhould grow weary of | 
Keeping up their Forces ; which they knew 
a Parhament would not be willing to pay 
tor a Peace, though they would for a War. 
Mr. Hares added, il ny aperſonne fi Auen. 
gle qui ne voit tous ces artifices. They both 
wiſhed very much that I Sir William Temple 
were now at. the Hague, becauſeè they 
doubted what Effect this Memorial of 
wh | „„ * Fran? 
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France might have upon them there ; when 
they "ſhould'ſee in the firſt Period of it, a 
Declaration of the French to evacuate the 
Towns, but not conſider that which fol- 
r A K 
The firſt Viſit I Sir Milliam Temple re- 
ceived this afternoon, was from Count 
Kinski 5 whoſe chief Diſcourſe was in ex- 
tolling the Force of England ; which had 
appeared ſo much in his Majeſty's late arm- 
ing ſo powerfully in ſo ſhort a time; ſaying, 
that if the King pleaſed, he was Arbiter of 
the World; and might be ſo of this Peace 
here, if he thought fit, = 
That for their part, (meaning the Im- 
jerial Ambaſſadors ) in it; all that he 
would fay, was; that they were ſent hi- 
ther, Pour traitter, et non pas pour recevoir 
des loix; but that the French underſtood it 
otherwiſe : And that nothing had paſſed 
between them, ſince the French publiſhed 
the Conditions upon which they would 
make the Peace, in the beginning of Apr il 
laſt ; ſince which time they had often of- 
ſered to treat upon them, but the French 
excuſed themſelves ; and for their parts, 
they were reſolved not to receive thoſe 
Conditions without treating upon them. 
Next to Count Ainsti came to me the 
Brandenbureh Ambaſſadors, whoſe Diſ- 
dourſes were either Compliment, or 1 
oh EY = oaks 
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tick upon the Affairs of Holland: How | 
near the Prince was being abſolutely loſt 
there about three Months ago; and how 
much he was recovered ſince this laſt In. 
cident from France, about the evacuating |; 


of the Towns. 


The next Hours of five, ſix, and ſeven, © 
this afternoon, were given to the three 
French Ambaſſadors, who had been the laſt 
to demand it of me; having been yeſter. 
day out of Town at my Arrival. All 
paſſed with a great Compliment and Kind. 
neſs ; beſides which, Monfreur d Eſtrades 
endeavoured to ſhew, that all the Sincerity 
in the World had been of his Maſter's Side, 
but that all had been Artificial on the part 
of the States, but eſpecially on Monjieur! 


Beverning's ; who he ſaid, was, trop habile 


bomme, and always found ſome ſpecious 
thing or other to hinder the Peace; by 
which the French found that the States ab- 
ſolutely had no mind to it, how much ſo» 
ever his Maſter deſires it. | 
Monfieur Colbert's whole Diſcourſe was, 


how the Incident touching the Towns pro- 
ceeded wary from Monſieur Oxenſtern ; 
How the mo 


{ Monſieur Colbert) thought it much "_ 
his Maſter's Intereſt, and more again 


of Sueden: That his Maſter had deſiſted 
INS imme- 


Chriſtian King could not in 
Honour refuſe it to an Ally; though he, 


that 


ſunmedistely upon the Swedes deſiſtin 
I cheir Declaration ; which was made to 
: here, uly 26th, 8. N. 
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9 by 
em 
This made me reflect upon what Mon- 


Abr du Cros would have Sold fo dear to his 


Majeſty, after that the Swediſh Ambaſſadors 


Jad given the Point here: And, as Monſieur 
"I0livecrants ſaid, upon the Aſſurances his 


Majeſty had given him before he came laſt 


"From London: But as others interpret it 
ere, from the Fears, that in caſe the War 


vent on this Summer, the Dutch would 
end their Fleet to the Allies; to beat the 


Iuedes clearly out of Pomerania. 


I remember nothing in Monſieur d A- 
ux s Viſit, beſide the ordinary things 
hat paſſed in thoſe of his Colleagues. 

About eight a Clock, the Dutch Am- 
aſſadors came to us both a ſecond time; 
nd ſaid, they had Orders from their Ma- 


lers to communicate to us the Anſwer 


hey had newly received from them, to the 
French Memorial of Sunday laſt : Which 
vas in ſhort; That they were ready to ſign 
ne Peace, and ſhould be ſo till to morrow 
vas paſt : After which they ſhould be at 
iberty no longer, in regard of their En- 


ſagements with his Majeſty : But, that if 


hey, (the French Ambaſſadors ) would 
ign the Peace, their Maſters the States, 


[ter it was Signed, (to ſhew their Reſpects 


. to 
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to the Moſt Chriſtian King, ) would ſend 
their Ambaſſadors not only to St. Quintin 
but to Paris. 

The Time being thus ſhort, and ex ni 
ring to morrow at twelye at Night ; ; they | 
told us, they would go ſtrait from — 
acquaint the French Ambaſſadors by word 
of mouth with this Anſwer of the = 


intending to give it them to morrow mor 
extenſively in Writing. 


Ve are always, 
SIR, 
Tour moſt Faithful 


Humble Servants, 


—— . Gc_eszg eo» — * 
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i | 
To Mr. Secretary Williamſon. 
1 | Hague, Auguſt 16th. 8 N. 1678. 


| 
4 SIR, ; 
| N Saturday laſt in the Evening, I re- 
F ceived yours of the 3oth paſt at 
Nimeguen , with his Majeſty's Orders to 
| xchange the Ratifications of the late Trea- 
i here ; upon which you are pleaſed to 
"Jay, his Majeſty put ſo much Weight. I 
bund upon computation, that yeſterday 
being Monday, was the laſt Day allowed 
ſor the exchange of the ſaid Ratifications ; 
ind reſolved to part by three a Clock next 
morning, that I might not fail of arriving 
ere in time; which I did about ſeven a 
Clock yeſterday morning, after having 
been all Night upon the Way. I immedi- 
FJitely ſpoke with the Penſioner, and ac- 
quainted him with my Orders to exchange 
*Ithe Ratifications, and of what you com- 
; 1] mand me to let him know here, of his 
' Majeſty's Intention upon it; which was, 
that I ſhould ſtill endeavour to procure an 
amendment of thoſe Points in the Treaty, 
FÞgainſt which his Majeſty has made excep- 
Thon; though he had not thought fit te 
4 delay 


t 
5 
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delay the Ratification upon it, both for . 
the infinite Conſequence of the Buſineſs, | 
and his great Zeal to ſupport the Intereſts * 
in queſtion ; upon which grounds he had 


choſen rather to rely upon the States for 


obtaining thoſe Points after the Ratificati. | 


on, than to delay it upon them. 

The Penſioner ſeemed extreamly pleaſed 
that the Ratifications are come, and that] 
bad order to exchange them; which he 
deſired might be done in form at ten g 
Clock. As to the Points till inſiſted on; 
he ſaid, he would not fail of acquainting 
the States with them at ſuch times, and in 
ſuch manner as he thoug 


conceived, ſince a Peace was like to follow, © 
his Majeſty would find no neceſſity of in- 
ſiſting upon them for the preſent, and his 
Majeſty's Ratification would have much 
more Force and Credit here; if it came 
barely to the States without thoſe Circum- 
ſtances, aſter the Fears they had been in of 
Yus Majeſty's not Ratiſy ing the Treaty, * 
After this, he fell immediately to ſpeak 
ot the Peace that had been lately ſigned at 
Ni meguen; and with great Trouble in his 
Face, and I believe at Heart; when I ſaid, 
Il faut avontr gu elle eft helle, principalement 
ayuint et? fignee ſans ! Eſpagne. He res | 
ed; 
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ht would conduce : 
moſt to the Succeſs of them, and thereby ©? 
to his Majeſty's Satisfaction; though he 
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od, it was true : But that this laſt would 
never have been done without Monſieur da 
voss Journey and his debiting both here 


nad at Nimeguen; that his Majeſty was re- 


A | | r . 
n rr 2 £535 


plved not to come to a Rupture with 
Fance, but had taken his Meaſures abſo- 
ntely with them upon the Peace, and that 
Orders were ſent over to my Lord Sunder 
ud to that purpoſe. I told him, I dif. 


covered by my going to Nimeguen; that 
il the Buſtueſs of Mr. du Cros had been 
ly an Intrigue of his own: And, I be- 
leve, a Surprize upon his Majeſty. That 
| had thereupon. never ſaid one word to 
he Suediſb Ambaſladors there, of his Ma- 
xſly's warranting the Neutrality of Spain, 
any thing elſe contained in the Diſpatch- 
s received from Eng/and with Mr. 4 Cros; 
ut had made that Advantage of my Jour- 
ey, as in great meaſure to take away the 
|| Impreſſions which had been given them 
of his Majeſty's Conduct by du Cross Diſ- 


ourſes, and the French Ambaſladors upon 
cem. He ſeemed to be extream glad of 
boch theſe Points; and ſaid, he would im- 
Inediately give the Priuce notice of them. 
Irhat Monſieur du Cros's Journey was a thing 

one, and fo without Remedy; and there. 
ore they mult make the beſt of what was 
Ipaſt, and provide as well as they could a- 
Igainſt what was coming upon them ; in 


which 
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which they ſhould have infinite need of his 
Majeſty's Refolution and Conſtancy pour 
ſupporter la foibleſſe de quelques gens de cet | 
Etat qui ne tendoient qua la ruine du pan 
auſſi bien que du Prince, That for his part, 
he ſaw very well the Artifices of France in 
all that had paſſed at Nimeguen, That, 


they knew, the Dutch Ambaſſadors had 
orders to Sign the Peace in caſe the Eya- 
cuation of the Places were yielded before 
the 11th of this Month according to our 
late Treaty, but that they could not Sign 
after that Day was expired. That they 
were reſolved to prevent the force of this 
Conjunction between his Majeſty and this 
State, by Signing the Peace that Night 
upon yielding to evacuate the Places, but 
that they had not diſcovered this Intenti- 
on till ten a Clock that morning, in a 
Conference which laſted till three in the 
aſternoon; after which they knew, there 
would neither be time for the Spaniſh Am- 


baſſadors to adjuſt their Treaty that Night, 


nor for the Dutch to ſend for Orders to the 


States, Whether to Sign without the Spa- 


„ard or no: That the Dutch Ambaſladors 


hac! extremement precipite I* Affaire; and 


nat he knew very well, the French were 


»erfuaded by ſome of their Correſpondents 


here, that the States having once Signed, 
though Spain ſhould not agree, would yet 
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be concluded by it: And that the French 
Ambaſſadors had thereupon raiſed new 
points in their Treaty with Spain, which 


ad never been mentioned in the French 


I fropoſitions at Nimeguen. That they would 


indeed have a very fine Game to play, if 


| in only giving up Maeſtricht to the Dutch, 


they might retain the other Places in Flan- 
ert; and have the Liberty thereby of in- 
ding Cleves and Juliers, while this State 
hould have their Hands tyed up : But that 
they would be deceived in all this meaſure. 
That the States would never Ratify the 
. unleſs that of Spain were firſt con- 
cuded; and the Places in Flanders as well 
i5 Maeftricht ſhould thereupon be actually 
wacuated. That, till Spain had Signed, 
they would neither ſend their Deputies to 
France ( though they might poſſibly name 
them) nor ſo much as conſent to the 
teaſing of Hoſtility. That, God be thank- 
ed, there was an Expreſlion in the late 
Treaty, by which his Majeſty and the 
Yates were engaged one to another; not 
only in caſe France ſhould refuſe to promile 
the Evacuation of the Places, but alſo in 
aſe they ſhould delay to do it, either up- 
on the Account of the Satisfaction of Sue- 
den, or any other cauſe; or in caſe after 
they had agreed to it, they ſhould derredt- 


ie, That the Ratifications being once 
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exchanged; he did not doubt, his Majeſty} 
would be firm to them in all theſe Points, 
as they ſhould be both to him and to them. 
1 | f 
Aſter this, he told me, he ſhould ſee me 
again, when the Commiſſioners came to 
exchange the Ratifications, which they ac. 
cordingly did betweenTen and Eleven,and 


the Exchange was made in form between 
us. Mon ſfeur Van Lewen took occaſion to 


fay upon it; that, as nothing but our ſigns 


ing the'Treaty could have made the French 
yield to the Point of evacuating the Places 
ſo, nothing but our Ratification could keep 


them up to it. That they had diſcovered 


their Artifices more than e/er, by the long 


chicane they had made with the Duteb Am- 


baſſadors, about retaining Maeſtricht, c hard 


leroy, or Ghent, even the very Day they 
ſigned the Treaty: By which they ſhewed 


plainly, that nothing had brought them to 
it, but the fear of a firm Conjunction be- 


tween Erglaud and Holland; and that he 


ſtill feared what might be the Confequence' 


of theTreaty ſigned without the Spaniards. 

1 told the Commiſſioners, his Majeſty 
had ever reckoned upon Spains concluding 
at the ſame time with them, and upon eva- 


euation of the Spaniſh Places, as the ver) 
FundamentalPoint of the States agreeingtid 


the French Conditions. That I found 5 
| | r 


( 435) 
ſore I came from Nimeguen, that the Diff. 
I culties were like to be great between Frunce 
ind Spain; and that the Dutch Ambaſſadors 
FI thereupon had a mind to put that Buſineſs 
pon us the King's Ambaſſadors there; but 
chat we had excuſed our ſelves from it, and 
old them, we had always looked upon it as 
part of the States Agreement with France, 
nd with which they ought tocharge thems 
ſelves as the moſt eſſential part of theirown 
Treaty. TI asked the Commiſſioners whe- 
ther they were not of this Mind? the Pen- 
toner ſaid, they were; and that the Datch 
\mbaſſadors ſhould be charged with it, as a 
point without which the Peace could not 
te ratified. Monfieur Van Lewen ſeconded 
them, and ſaid, it was the foundation of all 
the reſt ; and that he did believe, there was 
not one Man in the States would conſent to 
che Ratification without it. 
I remember nothing elſe that paſſed up- 
a this Occaſion : And ſhall upon the whole 
TY io ſhort give you my own Opinion of the 
preſent Diſpoſitions here in this great Con- 
uncture. There is a Party here, that would 
certainly drive this State into ſuch Mea- 
ſures with Frauce, as might bring the Pro- 
vinces not only into aDependence, but even 
nder the ſubjeRion of France. And this 
J Party conſiſts chiefly of Rich Men of the 
od Loveſtein Faction, in Five of Six of the 
Ff 2 8 great 


a 


6436) 5 
great trading Towns of this Province. They | 
are induced to it by the Hatred and Fear © 
of the Houſe of Orange ; and by the Belief © 
that if they live under the Protection of 
France, the Liberty and Trade of the Coun. 
try ſhall be (till preſerved, and the Hands of 
the Government only changed from the 
Prince of Orange's Friends to thoſe of this 
Party. The French have had all along but 
eſpecially for theſe ſeven or eight Months 
paſt,a cloſelntelligence with the beſt Heads 
of this Party, and by them infuſed it into 
many well-meaningMen ; that nothing but 
the Protection of France can preſerve theſe 
Countries in conſtant Peace, and thereby 
in Trade and Riches. That France can ne. 
ver have any Deſign upon their Liberties,” 
becauſe it would be againſt their own Inte. 
reſt ; in regard they could make better uſc 
of this State by their continuing to be great 
and rich, than if they ſhould be weak and 
poor; which wculd follow the ſuppreſſion 
of their Liberties ; With many other plauſi-? 
ble Things of this nature, reflecting upon 
the great Danger here, to be from the 
iv of Orange in Conjunction with Eng- 
land. 1 

On the other ſide, five of the Provinces 
here, and about Eleven or Twelve of Eigh? 
teen of the Towns in this Province, are ge- 
nerally in the Opinions and Intereſts of the 

Prince 


* 
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prince of Orange; and whenever his Maje- 
ft falleth in heartily to back them by his 
Alliances, and anyArtificial Dealing in the 
French Negotiations come to be diſcover'd, 
they grow to be ſo much Maſters of all Re- 
ſolutions here , that all the well-meaning 
Men, even in the greatTradingTowns, fall 
J in with them; and thoſe which are abſo- 
I lutely in the French Intereſt, dare not ſ 
much as ſpeak in their Aſſemblies. But 
whenever it happens that any Paces of his 
Majeſty give them a Suſpicion of his Un- 
certainty in the Meaſures with them, the 
otherParty then immediately gets ground, 
and the generality in the great Towns begin 
to conclude, that they had better accept any 
Terms of Peace from France, than rely upon 
2 Support from England whichthey cannot 

be ſure of. 5 
All ſeem at preſent abſolutely reſolved not 
to ratifie the Peace with France, unleſs Spain 
like wiſe be concluded by it, and the Towns 
evacuated: But yet what this it ſelf may 
come to, I cannot tell, in caſe his Majeſty 
ſhould give them occaſion of doubting his 
Reſolutions to ſupport them in it. Which 
is all Tſhall trouble you with upon this Sub- 
jet, or any other at this time, beſides the 
Aſſurances of my being always, 


4 8 IN, 
Tour, &c. 
3 | To 
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To my Lord Treaſurer. 


Hague, Aug. is th. S. N. 1675. 


My LORD, 


had not travelled all Night as well as Day, 


could not have been here time enough to 


have ratified it ; the Term fixt for it by the 
Treaty N yeſterday; and that per- 
haps the ſtate of Chriſtendom may in great 


meaſure depend upon this Ratification; for 
tho the Peace between France and this State 
be ſigned, yet it muſt be the force of this 
CERT Ins 7 Räatification 


* * 7 
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N Saturday laſt in the Evening I re. * 
| ceived at Nimeguen byExpreſs, your 
Lordſhip's,in theNewSecretary'sHand, with 
one from Secretary Williamſon, giving me 
order to exchange the Ratifications with *' 
this State, which were ſent over laſt Poſt; * 
and upon the Exchange whereof, Mr. Se. 
cretary tells me his Majeſty put ſo much 
Weight. If it were ſo, ſure he muſt have 
forgot that I was ordered the Poſt before to 
go away to Nimeguen, and that it is twen. 
ty ſix Leagues between this Place and that; 
ſo that if by contrary Winds, or any other 
Accident, theExpreſs had been a Day long |! 
cr coming to me; or if after receiving it, 
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Ratification that muſt prevail with-France 
to ſign the Treaty withSpain too; and there» 
upon to evacuate really the Towns; and it 
muſt be the ſame Force that muſt keep this 
State from ratifying their Peace with 
France, unleſs Spain be likewiſe included, 
and the Towns really evacuated. 

For my own part, I was never ſo amazed 
to receive thisRatification of the Treaty, 
ind Orders to exchange it. For, upon 
Mr. de Cross Journey, and all he ſaid at the 
Hague and Nimeguen upon it; as if it were 
on purpoſe to ſpread it both here and there; 
did believe the King had taken his abſo- 


unte Meaſures with France ; that he was re- 


ſolved not to ratify the Treaty here; and 
ſent me away to Nimeguen, only to have 
me gone from hence, for the Reaſons Mon- 
feur Colbert gave for my Orders to go; 4 
cauſe que je ne faiſois que du mal icy. Beſides, 
Mr. + Cros told them and others here, that 
ul the Meaſures concerning the Peace were 
ed by his Majeſty, your Lordſhip, Mon- 

5 Barillon, and him. That you were to 


enter into Alliance preſently with Trance and 


J Sweden ; Thar Orders were gone to my 
Lord Sunderland to that purpoſe, and that 
his Lordſhip would make them publick here 
the next Poſt. How all this was to agree 
with my Treaty here, and Powers to nego- 
tate with the Confederates, made, I con- 
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— my Head turn round, and ſeemed to 
1ang together like Ropes of Sand. In the 
mean time, I had found out by the Swediſh 
Ambaſſadors at Nimeguen, that the Whole 
Buſineſs of de Cros was.a Myſtery to them, 
that they knew nothing in the World of it 
till he came to Nimeguen; only the Poſt be. 
fore he had writ them word he was com- 
ing: That they had given the French Am. | 
baſſadors theirDeclaration of deſiſting from 
their Pretenſions, the 26th of laſt Month, 
S. N. and that the very Hour Mr. de Cs 
arrived, and was with them, the Frenchm-. 
baſſadors came in, to let them, the Swedes, © 
know they had orders to deſiſt likewiſe 
from their Pretenſions of detaining the 
Towns. bare 2 

Both the Swediſp Ambaſſadors told me, 
that when they delivered this Meſſage to 4 
Cros, who was all the while in the Houſe, 
he was, Sz etonne qu il etoit pret de tomber | 
de ſon haut; and yet that he had the Impu- ? 
dence to write to his Maſter the Duke of 
Holſtein, that he had made the Peace. This 
they told me both together ; and next day, | 
Monſieur Olivecrants alone told me, de Cros 
had ſo much Addreſs as to get them both 
to ſign a Letter to his Majeſty, of his own | 
82 up, which ſeemed to give him (d?⸗ 
Cros) {ome ſhare in the Buſineſs ; and that 


A a et 


he (Monſieur Olivecrants) was extreamly * 


* 
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ſhamed of it, becauſe the contrary would 
appear by the Date of their Declaration to 
France; but that this whole Intrigue of de 
Cros was an arrant Comedy. For my 
own part, I wiſh it were ſo, but the Effects 
are more than ridiculous, and I doubt have 
haken his Majeſty's Credit more than was 
to be wiſhed at this time. And for my 
part, I have, upon what the Swedes told me, 
very plainly ſaid to the Dutch Ambaſſadors 
—1 others, that it was a downright four be- 
rie of de Cros, and that I had no other Bu- 
ſineſs at Nimeguen but to obſerve the Moti- 
ons of the Peace at the Critical Term. In 
ſhort, tis ſigned ; and I have writ to Mr. Se- 
cretary,with what Diſpoſitions on the French, 
and what on this ſide, and what all may 
come to upon it I know not, but am ſure 
it will extremely depend upon his Majeſty. 
But, what the Diſpoſitions will be there, 
can never pretend more to tell, ſince you 
could not ſo much as keep your Counte- 
nance three Weeks together, and have now 
ratified a Treaty, which Mr, Secretary 
found fault with every Line of; and ſince 
you could ſuffer ſuch a Man as de Cros; of 
whom the Penſioner ſaid at my but naming 
of him, C' eſt un fourbe des fourbes, to give 
ſo unhappy a Sraule to the Affairs of the 
World. Bur, after all I muſt beg your 
Lordſhip to let me know, when you 25 re- 
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ſolve to ſend him and thoſe Inſtruction: 
why not to Sir L.Fenkins that was upon the © 
Place, but to me that was engaged here in 
an Affair of another nature. Well, I can 


ſay no more, but that it has ſo broke my 


Head, that I think it will not be right a. 
gain: And I muſt beg of your Lordſhip, | 
that you will pleaſe to let his Majeſty know 
that I grow old and infirm, and am not fit 


for theſe ſudden Commands : That if he 


thinks I can be of uſe to him till the end of 


this Conjuncture, I am content to ſtay that 


Period; but, for returning to Nimeguen, I q 


ſhall not be able to do it ; nor do I think 
there can be need of more than one ; if 
there be, Mr. Hyde is in Commiſſion: But 
let who will be there inſtructed as I find 
Sir Lyonel Jenkins is, there had as good be 
none at all Whatever becomes of my 
Health, or Heart, or Honour, your Lord. 
ſhip will ever be aſſured of my being, 


My LORD; 


Tour, &C. 


Poſt- 
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Poſer 


1% LORD, 
Nnee the writing of this I have received 
Mr. Secretary Williamſons of the 24 
Inſtant, and a long one from Mr. 19 51 4 
of the ſame Date, with an Account of a 
is Majeſty's, the Duke's, and your Lord- 
F fiip's Diſcourſes to him upon the preſent 
cConjuncture: By which I find you will 
have'reaſon to think of the Man and his 
lte Intrigue, as I have done ever ſince I 
poke with the Swediſh Ambaſſadors ; but 
what you will think after he has been with 
you, I know not, conſidering his Addreſs; 
olle part whereof has been, to make the 
Ly en French Gazette publiſh yeſterday ; 
at upon Monfteur de Cros's Arrival at Vi- 
neguen the Peace was immediately ſigned; 
ſo that it muſt have been done upon ſome- 
thing he brought with him from Exgland. 
cannot but add one Thing the Penſioner 
told me ſince my Return; which was, that 
among many other things de Cros had 
ſpread both here and at Nimeguen, of which 
vou have Account enough already; he told 
I the Swediſb Ambaſladors as well as the 
French, that the King was abſolutely for a 
3 Peace, 
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Peace, and would not come into the War; 
but that the Duke was wholly for the War, 
and with Intention by it to bring thePrince © 
to be Sovereign of this Country; being 
wholly in that Intereſt ſince the Marriage of 
his Highneſs. | 
Upon the whole you will beſt be able to 
judge there, from what Springs this whole 
+ Thing has moved, finding how early Swe. 
den has made their Declaration of deſiſting, 
which was the 16 h of July O. S. How France 
had reſolved to ſign the Peace with the 
Dutch upon the Evacuation of the Places, 
if they could not prevail for the Deputation 
to St. Quintin ; and how all this has paſs d, 
it ſeems, without any Communication with 
his Majeſty : For, in the Letters of the 24 
Inſtant, you knew nothing of any ſuch Re. 
ſolution in France, for ought I ſee ; and the 
French mbaſſadors received their Orders to 
ſign upon Monday the 29th of July, O. 8. 
tho' they kept them private till Wedyeſday, * 
which was the laſt Day the Dutch were at 
liberty; and thereby put them upon doing 
it ſo precipitately, that they might neither 
be able to take Spain along with them, nor 
to conſult with the States whether to ſigg 
A | v2 
I This is enough upon ſo unpleaſant a Sub- 
jet. Now, for my going to Nimeguen, al- 
ter I had firſt reſolved to ſtay, when Fav | 
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ceived my Inſtructions ; I will tell your 
Lordſhip juſt upon what Point that Reſolu- 
tion turned. The day after I diſpatch'd my 
Secretary with my firſt Reſolution; Mr. Me- 
redith told me, the King had been extreme 
earneſt upon my going to Nimeguen, with- 
out any more Circumſtance than bare Com- 
munication to the States. Monſieur Sylver- 
croon came and told me, the Swedes had 
not abſolutely deſiſted from their Pretenſi- 
ons, tho they had declared they would; 
and the Penfioner writ me this Letter all in 
his own Hand, whereof I ſend you the Co- 
py, by which he made my going abſolutely 
neceſſary for his Majeſty's Intereſt, and that 
of the Prince, as well as all other Conſide- 
rations ; ſince de Cros had made the Subject 
of it ſo publick, that ſeveral of the States of 
Holland had told the the Penſioner of it tlie 
day after de Cros had paſſed by this Place. 
All that I can ſay farther to your Lordſhip 
is, that if the King be really upon no better 
Terms with France, than he ſcems to be by 
all the laſt Diſpatches, and that they play 
their Game here whenever they can, and 
with us only when they cannot compals 
their Ends here : And it his Majeſty will, 
on the otlier ſide, endeavour to hinder that 
Game, and keep the Dependance of this 
State upon the Crown of England, he muſt, 
doubt, come to thele Two Reſolutions. 

Firlt, 
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Firſt, to aſſure the Prince of Orange that he 
will take no farther Meaſures either upon 
the Peace or War, till he has firſt concerted 
them with him : And next, to come'to a 
reſolution to join abſolutely with this State, 
in any Meaſures they ſhall think neceſſary 
for their ſafety upon theNeutrality ofCleves 
and Fuliers ; without which, the Prince and 
Pen toner think the State loſt : But they 
know not whether they will come up to it 
themſelves,till they find whether they ſhall 
be backed by his Majeſty ; But in that caſe 
they are confident the States will be poſi- 
tive either before the Peace or after. 

I humbly beg your Lordſhip's Pardon for 
this long and haſty Scribble, which I am 
aſhamed of, and yet now it is done, it will 
be neceſſary to ſhew it hisMajeſty, being all 
the Lights I can give from hence, beſides 
what I have given to Mr. Secretary, and all 
the Account I can give of my own Con- 


duct. | 
am, &c. 


x 7 Our Lordſhip will underſtand by my 

Diſpatch to Mr. Secretary, that I ha- 
ving ſaid not a Word to the Swedes at Ni- 
meguen, but only general Profeſſions of 
his Majeſty's Kindaeſs to that Crown K the 
N ing 
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King is at liberty wholly on that ſide, un- 
leſs Mr. de Creſs had Power to bind him. 


— * { 
To Sir . Foſeph Williamſon. ö 
Hague, Aug. 19th. S. N. 1678. 8 

SIR, 
DW Sir L. Jentins Expreſs I gave you ye- 
ſterday the Trouble of one of mine, 
with a Copy of the Treaty ſigned the i oh, 
between the French and Dutch Ambaſſadors 
at Nimeguen. I am apt to believe, that what 
was ſigned at firſt was rather a Frouillon 
than any fair and formal Draught ; both 
the French and Monfieur Van Beverning ha- 
ving run the Affair out of all Forms, to pre- 
vent the Fatal Minute, as they thought it, 
of Twelve a Clock that Night ; after which 
the Dutch had declared they could not ſign; 
And Monſieur Beverning ſuffers, as I find, 
in every bodies Opinion here; having, as 
they aſſure me, never had any Orders to 
ſign, but only to paſs an Act upon the French 
conſenting to evacuate the Places, that the 
States would thereupon ſign the Peace ſo 
ſoon as the Treaty with Spain ſhould be a- 
B agreed 
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greed, Let the Spring have been where it 
will, the Precipitation of theAfair appears 
in mafiy Points that reflect much upon n. 
ſieur Bevernings Conduct, who confeſſes, 
they had not time to read it over. For, be- 
ſides a Contradiction in two Articles which © 
give one Six Months, and another nine 
Months time for the ſame thing, there were 
three eſſential Faults. The Firſt, Not draw- 
ing ſo much as an Act from the French am. 
baſſadors for the evacuation of the Spaniſh ©? 
Towns, tho the Spaniſh Ambaſſadors had 
given them one before the ſigning,whereby 2? 


they conſented to the Terms offered them 
by the French Propoſition. THe next was, J 
(which I hear in private) that whereas it J 
was agreed upon between them, that the 0 
Differences between the States and Sweden li 
ſhould be endeavoured to be adjuſted in 

three Months time, and that in the mean I 
while there ſhould be a Neutrality : When ; vl 
theArticle was drawn up, the Term of three ar 


Months was omitted, ſo that the Article 
runs in general. The third concerns his J 
Majeſty more particulariz,and his defenſive IF; 
Alliance with this State: For, in the 130 
Article of the Treaty of Peace, where the 
States promiſe a Neutrality,and not direct. 

ly, nor indirectly to aſſiſt the Enemies of “ dl 
France, it runs generally; which deſtroys | 


the Force of any defenſive League ny 8 
avs 
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have made, But when I ſpoke to the Peri- 
I foner and Monſieur Van Lewen about it, they 
both told me that the States had immed:s 
ately taken notice of it as ſoon as the Tran. 
cript of the Articles came to them, and 
had then ſent to Monſieur Beverning ro re- 
proach him upon it, with order to have it 
immediately redreſſed: Without which 
J they ordered him to declare to the French 
Ambaſſadors, that it ſhould not be ratified ; 
and it is to be mended by the Addition of 
A theſe Words, alter, les en emis de France & 
es Allies Durant le cours de cette guerre, & 
[ egard de ceux qui y ſont maintenant en* 
rages. They interpret the dreſſing of 
Ichis Article in French, to Have been in— 
duſtrious on their part, as well as neg. 
igent on the Dutch Side. 
To morrow Monſieur Beverning will 
Inake his Report to the States, how this 
Irhole Buſmeſs has paſſed, and particu- 
q arly of the State wherein I left the 


Ibiflerences between the French and the ＋ 
oaniards. Accordingly, tho' I have no ol 
Letters from you this Poſt , yet having 
en one frem Ylonſieur Van Beuninghen, 
A'hich confirms me in the Opinion | was, 
hat his Majeſty would delire the Sparz« 
Judt might come to ſign too; without 

Irhich the Towns in Handers would not 
„e evacuated; I have ſpoken as large with 
4 Gg Nos ſieur 
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Monfieur de Lyra upon this Point, who! 


take to be the Spring of the Spaniard; 
Motions in all theſe Parts. | 


I find his Reſolutions are to try if he can 


K 


ks 


make the States diſown their Ambaſſadors: * 
But in caſe he cannot obtain that, and be 


preſſed to diſpatch the Treaty now on foot, | 


he will give into it even with the Point of 


Neutrality ; laying this for his Maxim, 


to hold this State up to the beſt Terms he 


can for his Maſter, but however not to break 


with them; and to purſue the cloſeſt Mea. 


ſurcs he can with them after the Peace, and 


by their Means endeavour the ſame with © 


his Majeſty, upon the belief that all three 
are equally concerned in preſervation of 


whatever is leſt in Flazders. 


While I was in this Diſpatch, the Penſio. 
ner and Monſieur Van Lewen came to me 
from the States to let me know, that hay» : 


ing received Letters from Monfreur Van Beu. 


ninghen, by which they found that Monſſe. 
ur du Cros had inlormed his Majeſty, that 
the States had made Paces in this Treaty, 


diſagrecing with the Meaſures taken be- 


tween his Majeſty and them, and of private 
Concert between them and France; parti. 
cularly that they deſiſted from preſſing the 
Neutrality of Cleves and Jaliers, and had 
granted the French a Pailage at Viſet for in. 
vading thoſe Countries: The States had 


ordered 


: 


: 
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ordered them both to write to Monſieur Vat 
Beuninghen, and to deſire me to aſſure his 
Majeſty, that it was all a falſe Information. 
And whereas they found endeavours had 
been uſed thereupon, to poſſeſs his Maje- 


ſty, that thePeace being made, there would 


be no farther uſe of his Forces in Flanders: 
they deſired not only the Continuation of 
thoſe that were there, but likewiſe that he 
would be pleaſed to ſend over more, ſince 
the Peace was yet upon very tickliſhTerms. 

They ſaid hereupon, that they every day 
diſcovered ſome new Artifices in the deal- 


'F ings of France; for now they propoſed two 


Months to be the Term of the Ratification 
between them and the Spaniards, tho Spain 
deſired but a Month; which was done out 
of deſign to retard the Evacuation of the 
Places, till his Majeſty and the States ſhould 
retire their Forces out of Flanders. But that 
they were confident the States would not 


Intifie their Treaty, till Spain ſhould rati- 


he theirs, and the Evacuation of the Places 


Jinmediately follow. 


The Penſioner ſtaying ſome time with 
ne alone, told me, both the States of Hol- 


d, and States General had approved the 


Prince's late Action near Mons, and ſent 


Flim thanks for it, as well as for his Con- 
luct the next day, in acquainting Monfrerr 
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de Luxem burg with the Peace, and agreeing 
a Ceſſation of Arms for two days, | 
I took notice of the 30th Article of the 
Treaty of Commerce, about the Liberty 
of building Ships, as one that had been in- 
troduced in the time of their beſt Intelli. 
gence, upon the Treaty of 1662 and which 
I thought too much for a bare Treaty of 
Peace and Amity. But he ſaid, this Arti- 
cle was in theirTreaties of Commerce with 
Sweden and Denmark,as well as France : That 
France had made one Tryal of it by build. 
ing four or five Ships here; but had been 
ſo ſerved in it, that they never returned any 
more, and he did believe never would, or 
if they did, ſhould fare no better. 5 
That they, the States, were ready to 
come to any new Treaty of the ſtricteſt 
Alliance that his Majeſty ſhould think fir 
aſter the Peace, ſince nothing but a firm 
Conjunction between them could ſtop the 
Career of Farce. He ſaid, that their Am- 
baſſadors had ſtrict Orders to inſiſt upon 
the Neutrality oi Cleves and Falters, even 
alter the Peace; but it having been omitted 
in the firſt haſty Acceptation of rhe Peace, 
{ome Towns would not be brought to a- 
croche it abſolutely upon That. What they 
might do when it came nearer to them he 
could not tell; but was apt to believe, that 
the Spantards once agreeing, it might run 
-3 to 
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to a General Peace, and that the Affairs 
of the North jt ſelf would not hinder 


it, > 


Jam, 


Tour, Qc. 
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To Sir Foſeph W illiamſon. 


Hague, Aug. 234 S. N. 1678. 
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NSaturday laſt Monſieur Beverningmade 

his Report to the States, and in par- 
ticular, of the Diſſiculties remaining be- 
tween the French and Spaniards ; which con- 
ſiſted chiefly in the French Demands of the 
County of Beaumont, of Bovines, of Securi— 
ty for the Ceſſion of Dinant, and of an At- 
I ticle of Neutrality from the Spaniards. The 
Report was received ſo coldly, and follow- 
ed with ſuch Imputations of ill Conduct, 
upon thoſe Points I mentioned in my Laſt, 
eſpecially the Omiſſion in the 13th Article, 
and not procuring an Act from the French 
Ambaſſadors for the Evacuation of the Pla- 
ces; that MonfeurBeverning when he came 
Gg 3 out 
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out of the Aſſembly, ſwore to his Friends, 
that he would give up his Commiſſion, and 
that nothing ſhould engage him to return 
to Nimeguen any more; laying the Fault of 
all Omitfions upon his Precipitation; and 
that upon the Advices and Orders from | 
hence, which he had followed to the beſt of 
his Underſtanding. He went immediately 
to his Houſe in the Country, where he con. 
tinues ever ſince; tho ſome of the States 
have engaged ſeveral of his beſt Friends to 
go down and endeavour to reclaim him. 

Yeſterday about Noon the Prince arriv'd © 
at ZHounſlerdyte, after having agreed with 
the Duke of Luxemburg about a Ceſſation 
of Hoſtility till the Ratification of the Trea- 
ty, and about withdrawing the Forces on 
each Side; and thereby left Mons open, I 3 
attended his Highneſs in theAfternoon, and 
found him much unſatisſied about the Sign. Z 
ing of the Peace without Spain; which he 
ſaid abſolutely, the Ambaſſadors had no 
farther Orders for, than only to threaten ® 
the Spaniards, that in caſe they would not 
- conſent to the Article of Neutrality, they“ 
, would ſign without them. But, that it was 
done, and ſince his Majeſty was fo well 
pleaſed with it, as it ſeemed by Monfreur Vans 
| Beuninghea's Letter, they muſt make their 
beſt of it, and drive it on to a Peace, in caſe 
France would be ſincere in it with the Spe- 
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jards. But that he much doubted it, un- 
15 5 the ſame Reſolutions and Paces of his 
Majeſty, which had engaged him to proc 
miſe the evacuation of the Places, ſhoul 
bring it to a Concluſion. He was very me- 
lancholly upon what Condition this Peace 
would leave all the Affairs of the Allies in, 

= the juſt Reproaches this State was to 
expect from them; which he was to bear 
his ſhare in, how little ſoever he had deſer- 
ved! it. He ſaid a great deal of Monſſeur de 
Cross Journey, and what Effects it had 
here ; but that he had not yet ſpoken with 
the States, and could not tell what it was 
they would be at : But that he would ſee 
me to day, aſter he had been in the Aſſem- 
bly. I found him unſatisfied with Monſi- 
eur Beverzing, but yet of opinion, that he 
muſt return to Nimeguen, and end this Bu- 
ſmeſs of Spain, without which it could not 
he a Peace. 
The ſame day I ſpoke with Monſieur 
Van Lewen, who told me, the French Am- 
baſſadors had conſented to the redreſſing 
the 10th Article, in the manner I writ in 
my laſt ; and that the States auroient creve 
plutit que de faire la paix ſans cela. That 
no State could have greater Obligation 
than this had to his Majeſty, and that eve- 
ry body in it was ſenſible that they owed 
the Peace wholly to him, in caſe they had 
6g 4 it 
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it, which would yet depend upon that be- 


tween France and Spain; and this upon his 
Majeſty's Reſolutions to ſupport them in 
ſtanding firmly upon it, as the Point upon 
which their own Treaty was grounded. 
This Afternoon the Prince came to me, 
and told me, he found a general Diſpoſiti. 
on in the States, not to ratify the Peace, 
till Spain ſhould be ready to do it at the 
ſame time. But yet, he deſired very much, 
that his Majeſty would give me Orders to 
preſs them upon this Point, if there ſhould 
be occaſion, and that nothing new ſhould 
be impoſed upon the Spaniards beyond the 
Conditions given in by the French at Nime- 
guen : He defired likewiſe that his Majeſty 
would give order to his Ambaſſador atNime. 
guen, to propoſe as from his Majeſty a ge- 
neral ſuſpenſion of Arms for Six Months, 
in order to theTreating of a-General Peace; 
and defired me that I would not fail to re- 
preſent both theſè Points to his Majeſt 
from his Highneſs by this Poſt. - He ſaith, 
by Advices from Nimeguen, he finds the 
French Ambaſſadors there ſeem well enough 
diſpoſed to it, upon the Nuntios having 
already propoſed it; but, that nothing will 
give it ſo much Force as coming from his 
Majeſty, and therefore is very earneſt 
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Mr. Meredith ſends yon the Treaty prin_ 
ted, as likewiſe that for ceſſation of Hoſti. 


FJ lities, ſo that I ſhall not incre aſe your pre- 
ſent Trouble beyond the Aſſurance of my 
being always, = | 


S1R, 


Ti our, &c. 


* 

1 

* 

nh 8 
r FO” 
4 

* 

*, 3 

it 


EEE Prince has engaged Monſieur 
J Beverning to come to Town to 
S morrow; ſo as the States of Holland will 
then fall into conſultation upon the Points 
in difference between France and Spain. 
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To My Lord Treafi rer. 


Hague, Aug. 26th. 1678. S. N. 


My LORD, 


1 Had the honour of one from your Lord- 


ſhip of the 12%, by my Secretary,who 


came over with Mr. Hyde. Iwill not en- 


ter into the Reaſons of this warm and ſud. ® 


den Motion in England, nor can I into the 


Effects of it abroad. A little time will tell 
us the laſt : And for the firſt; it is my part 
rather to look towards the Events, than en- 
quire into the Cauſes of it. All I ſhallfay | 
is, that it has extremely ſurprized every ©? 


body here, and none more than the Prince, | 


unleſs it be my felf. For your Lordſhip 


knows, when I came away, his Majeſty's ? 


Reſolution was, to have the Peace if he 


eould, upon the Evacuation of the Places; 


and in the courſe of this whole Matter, to 


follow and ſupport Holland in the Paces 


they ſhould make, and not to lead them: ; 


And you may remember I told his Majeſty *' 
at the Foreign Committee, that I knew - 


very well the Diſpoſitions of Holand to- 
wards the Peace were ſuch, that if he 
ſhould have had a Deſign to engage them 
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farther in theWar, his Endeavours towards 
it muſt be like thoſe of Rowers, that look 
one way and go another. I ſhould have 
been glad his Majeſty would have begun 
upon this Occaſion , what your Lordſhip 
tells me he has reſolved, of concerting firſt 
with the Prince any meaſures he ſhould 
take, eſpecially in what relates to theſe 
Countries, where he can certainiy give his 
Majeſty the beſt Lights, and ſuch as it is 
not poſſible for his Majeſty to have, in ta- 
king ſudden Reſolutions upon Affairs that 
are in motion, and have ſuch ſudden Turns. 
As in this it ſelf, his Majeſty could not 
know that thePrincehad himſelf concluded 
a Ceſlation of Hoſtility with France, till 
the ratification of the Treaty. And yet 
that very Circumſtance made a great 
change in the Event like to attend 
Mr. Hyde's Commiſſion. The Particular 
of his Inſtruction, to ſay , his Majeſty 
would recall his Forces out of Flaxders, in 
caſe the States fell not into his Opinion of 
the late Treaty's having place ; was, I 
ſuppoſe, intended to draw them into his 
Majeſty's preſent Mind, and thereby to 
fave Flanders as well as Holland from falling 
into the hands or dependance of France: 
But the Prince and Penſioner ſeverally, ar 
the very firit mention of it, concluded ic 
would haye a quitz contrary ciicct, an 
, | 4 Riel 
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muſt certainly occaſion the loſs both of 
this Country and Flanders , as you will 
find by Mr. Hyde's Diſpatch ; which is ſo 
exact, that I can add nothing to it to. 
wards his Majeſty's. Information; only! 
will tell your Lordſhip what the Prince 
- faid to me laſt Night upon it: Which was, 
that he was very glad to ſee his Majeſty in 
this Mind, and that he knew very well 
what Effects it would have had, if they 
had been aſſured of it here Three Weeks 
| ago: But what it would have now, he 
could not tell; for they were all ſo ſurpri- 
zed, eſpecially after Monſieur Van Beunin- 
ghen's Letter, which ſaid ſo much of his 
Majeſty's being pleaſed with the Peace, 
that no body had faid a Word upon it. 
| That, for his part, if he had been firſt * 
conſulted in it, he ſhould have been for 
his Majeſty's ſending to the States, not to 
ratify the Treaty without Spaiy's ratifying 
theirs at the ſame Time, and being there- 
by aſſured of the Evacuation to follow im-, 
mediately. That if his Majeſty had on- 
ly preſſed this, and aſſured the States at 
the ſame time of his Reſolution to ſupport ©? 
them by a vigorous Execution of their 
Treaty, in caſe of any Refuſal or Diſſicul- 
ty from France; he was confident the 
Thing would have been done, and _ . 
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by either Spain been included, or the States 


gone on with the War. But that he did 
not know what Effect This now come 


I rom his Majeſty would produce in the 


reat Towns of Holland, where they were 
o apt to be jealous of his Highneſs's De- 
ſigns to continue the War. That we 
ſhould ſee in a few Days, and that he chief- 
ly apprehended the Town of Amſterdans 
upon it. 

What your Lordſhip ſays of your for- 
bearing to ſay thoſe Things I deſired you 
to tell his Majeſty about my ſelf, is tos o- 
bliging in you not to be acknowledged: 
But yet I muſt beg your Lordſhip to be- 
lieve, that none can judge ſo well of a 
Man 2s himſelf; who feels what is within, 
whilſt others only fee what is without; and 
finds the Decays of Age or Indiſpoſition in 
his Body and his Mind, while he may diſ- 
guiſe them to other People. Whenever ! 
thought my ſelf able to do his Majeſty Ser- 
vice, though I never ſought it, yet I ne- 
ver refuſed jt: But whenever I thall find 
my ſelf incapable of doing it any longer, 
and let his Majeſty know it, I hope he will 
believe it: And in the mean time T beg 
your Lordſhip not to think any thing I ſay 
of that kind 15 Humour, but a true Judg- 
ment I make of my ſelf by what I fecl, and 
what I told both his Majeſty and your 


Lordſhip 
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Lordſhip before I came over, would hap: 
pen to me by any long ſtay in theſe Coun. 
tries, which have ever been ſo contrary to 
my Health. Ly 

I cannot tell your Lordſhip how ſenſible 
a Part I bear in the Indiſpoſition of the Fa- 
mily as well as your own, but comfort 
my ſelf with the Hopes Mr. Ag/:onby gives 
me, of their being well over; and will 
not engage your Lordſhip, at preſent, in 
any farther 'Trouble, than the aſſurance of 
my being ever with equal Paſſion and 


Truth , 
My LORD, 


Tour, &e. 
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Tothe Duke of OR MOND. 
Hague, Aug. 30th. S. N. 1678. 


My LOR D, 


Could not receive a greater Honour or 
Satisfaction than by your Grace's Let- 


ter of the 12th paſt ; which I ſhould ſoon. 
er have acknowledged, but that ſince my 
4 laſt I have been engaged in ſuch ſuddain 
and unexpected Motions, as well as the 


Buſineſs here in ſuch Turns, as have left 
me neither Time nor Patience ; nor Con- 
cernment enough ſometimes, to think of 
many things I ought to have done : Among 
which, I reckoned all Duties I owed to 
your Grace, and this in that Number. 

I ſhall as Succinctly as I can, perſue 


the Thread of thoſe two Accounts I gave 


your Grace at my leaving England, and 
ſince my Arrival here to this time. After 
which I do not expect to meet with any 
thing worth your Grace's Trouble or my 
own ; having my Head turned wholly a- 
nother way, and cured of thoſe imperti- 


? nent Sollicitudes which have ſo often buſi- 


ed it about Publick Affairs, and to ſo little 
purpoſe. 


After 


( 464 ) 
Aſter my laſt to your Grace, and till the 
4th of this Month and this Style ; I took 
my ſelf to have maſtered the Buſineſs his 
Majeſty had ſent me upon here. The 
Treaty was Signed, and by it the Day fix d, 
being the 117 inſtant z for France to yield 
the Evacuation of the Places, or his Maje- 
ſty to come into the War with the States. 
France had ſailed of all their Endeavours to 
break. theſe Meaſures : The States had re. 
ſolved not to ſend their Deputies to treat 
with the French King in Perſon at St. Quin- 
tin, and not to Sign their Treaty even up- 
on the Evacuation being yielded; unleſs 
in Conjunction with Spain. The Time of 
Deciſion drew near, and the moſt Chriſtian 
King ſeemed ſo far engaged by his perem- 
ptory Anſwers to his Majeſty, as well as by 


his Ambaſſadors Declarations at Nimeguen, 


not to evacuate the Places till the Satisfa- 
ction of Sueden, tliat every Body was at a 
gaze, which would prove of moſt weight, 
this Point of Honour, or that of Intereſt; 
not to ſee England engaged in ſuch a Con- 
federacy againſt Fance: And in the mean 
time, wherher it ſhould prove a Peace or a 
War. The Meaſures were ſo cloſed between 
us and Holland, that nothing in appearance 
was like to ſhake them. For, though up- 
on my Signing the Treaty, Mr. Secretary 
Williamſon had found great Faults with ma- 
oy Particulars of it, and ſent me Qrders to 


get 


- 
* 
Y 
IS 
» 
3 
4 e * 
"A 
of k 
2 X 
* 
« 
© 
> : 
* * 
* 
d 
: 
1 
, = * 
* 
* 
＋ : 
- 
* . 
"ou i 
* 
Le „ 
8 ) 
© 
4 * 
. 
{ þ 
2 
9 * 
Ja £ 
- 
8. 
* 


_— 
. 


—— 


5 Y . o 1 * 
e N A 
* * - « 


mm _—_— T4 65 2 
* 9 «. #*S 38. es. th 
r x 


( 465 ) 
pet them amended, or elſe tlie King could 
not ratiſy ; yet they being ſuch Points as 
had been impoſſible to be obtained here, 
and wherein I was left at Liberty by my 
Inſtructions ; this Difficulty had only becn 
communicated to the Prince and the Pen- 


ſoner here, who had Confidence of Satis- 
fing his Majeſty in thoſe Particulars, with. 


dut making them Publick; which they 


; thought would have ill Effects upon the 


States at ſo Critical a time in the Meaſures 


between us. 


Upon the 4th Current, Mr. Meredith 


. the King's Secretary of the Ambaſſy, who 
had gone over with the Treaty, arrived 


here; and in his Company one Monſſeur de 


; Cros, Stiled at London Envoy of the Duke 
of Holſtein. Mr. Meredith brought me an 


Iaſtruction to let the States know, that the 
King had reſolved to give a Guaranty upon 


the Peace, to the Neutrality which Spain 
1 ſhould enter upon towards the Enemies of 
Sweden; and that l had command to go im- 
mediately to Nimegaen, to acquaint the 
I Swediſh Ambaſſadors there with this Reſo- 
J lation of his Majeſty, and endeavour there- 


by to induce them to quit their Pretenſion 
of being reſtored before the Evacuation of 


the Towns; that ſo France might be at Li- 
berty to make that Pace towards the Peace. 
My Inſtructions told me likewiſe, that this 
I was done upon Inſinuations made his Ma- 


Hh jeſty 
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jeſty by de Cros, who was ſent at the ſame 
time to the Swediſh Ambaſladors upon this 
Occaſion. 


De Cros came to me, and told me, the 


King had taken this Meaſure with Moxfieur 
Barillon, and ſent an Expreſs over with it 
into France. That he was refolved upon 
the Peace, and to that purpoſe had haſtned 

e away to Nimeguen; whether he ( 7; 
Cres ) hoped to attend me. I told him, 
he knew his own Times and Motions ; 


and that I ſhould govern my ſelf in mine, | 
by my Orders and his Majeſty's Intenti- 


ons, as far as I underſtood them. And ſo 
we partet. 

I was in the greateſt Trouble in the 
World whether to obey my Inſtructions, 


or firſt 2cquaint the King with the Conſe» F 
quence of them here. I ſtay d three days 
aſter de Cros, before I went to Nimeguen; 


but at laſt was reſelved in the Point, by 


finding that de Cros had made all publick | 
here; was gone to do the ſame at Nime. | 
guen, and had perſuaded the Swedzſh Com- 
miſſary to come and tell me, that their | 
Ambaſſadors had not abſolutely deſiſted, 
but only declared that they would do ſo, 
and expected my coming to determine 


e 


them. Upon all which, the Penſioner as NI, - 


well as I were both of opinion, that it wa3 þ 


neceſſary for me to acquaint the States 
| | With 


cher 
III, 
t 
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with what his Majeſty had ordered me; 
and to go away to Nimeguen; and not 
ive the States of Holland occaſion to be- 
= that I endeavoured to hinder his 
Majeſty's Paces towards the Peace, in fa- 
your of what they here ſuſpect of the Prin- 
ce's Inclination to carry on the War. 

On the 6th inſtant, I acquainted the 
I States with his Majeſty's Reſolution, and 
my Journey; and on the 77h I ſet out to 
J Nimeguer, where I arrived the 8th ; and 
immediately found, that on the 6th the 
4 French Ambaſſadors had declared by Me- 
I morial to the Dutch, that they deſiſted 


A from their Pretenſion to detain the Towns 


till the Satisfaction of Sweden; in purſuit 
of a Declaration the Swediſh Ambaſſadors 
had made to them about ten days before. 

| But the French till inſiſted upon the Dutch 
ending to St. Quintin, to adjuſt other 
points of the Peace. On the ninth, the 
Datch Ambaſſadors gave their Auſwer to 
the French : That the States could not ſend 
Ito St. Quintin till the Peace was ſigned, 

but that they were ready to ſign upon the 
| Evacuation of the Places, and ſhould be ſo 
Jill the next day; but after that ended, 

they could make no farther Pace without 
Ius Majeſty, whoſe Meaſures taken with 
dem by Treaty, would take piece on the 
111th of this Month. 

Hh 2 | On 
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On the 115 in the morning the French 
Ambaſladors came to the Dutch; and in a 1 
Conference of five hours, wherein they i {| 
preſs d very much to keep ſome of the II , 
Towns, but found the Dutch obſtinate in d 
all; they yielded at laſt, and agreed to f , 
ſign the Treaty, and both came to us the 5 
Mediators to deſire us to fign with them. I 
We asked whether Spain Signed at the f 
ſame time, and were included, and find. 4 
ing they did not; we refuſed to Sign with 
them, or at all to intervene in the Treaty 
without new Orders; ſince ours directed 
us to all Paces neceſſary for a general 
Peace, but not to any for a particular one. 
We expoſtulated with the D#toh for going 
about to Sign without Spain, contrary to 
what had always been his Majeſty's and the t 
States Intention; but Monſſeur Beverning o 
ſaid, he muſt Sign that Night though he J 2 
loſt his Head; and ſo they did, between 6 
eleven and twelve a Clock; the Inſtrument þ 
having been hardly finiſhed by that hour; Ih 
when our laſt Treaty with Holland for car- te 
rying on the War would have begun to 
take place. = 

Next day they fell into the Buſineſs be. p 
tween France and Spain; wherein they met N 
with fo many Difficulties by new Demands I 4 
of the French, that they confeſſed they « 
found plainly the French Deſigns in this, 


* 
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precipitation; which was; that the Spa- 
wards might not have leiſure to adjuſt their 
Treaty, ſo as to Sign at the ſame time, nor 
che Dutch Ambaſſadors have leiſure to ſend 
2 Courier to the States for particular Or- 
ders, whether to Sign or no without Spain; 
and thereby to divide the States from 
'J Spain, and concluding their Peace ſepa- 
J rately with the firſt, be obliged only to re- 
JF ſtore Maeſtricht, but keep the Places in Flau- 
ers till in their Hands. 

Upon this Monſieur Beverning told us, 
that they had made a Pace that had ruin- 
ed both the States and all their Neigh- 
bours ; and when he ſaid the ſame to his 
Allies, laid the Fault upon his Majeſty ; 
who had (as he ſaid from Van Beuning- 
hen's Letter out of England ) firſt refuſed 


FJ to ratify the late Treaty without Conditi- 


ons that were not poſſible for this State to 
admit; and by du Cros's Journey had ſatis- 
| fyed the States what Meaſures the King 
had taken with France for the Peace, and 
how little was expected from England as 
to any Rupture with that Crown. Of all 
4 which we gave account to Court. 

On the 13% at Night I received by Ex- 
{ preſs the notice of the Ratification of his 
Majeſty's Treaty with this State, being 
arrived at the Hague, and Commands to 


exchange them without thoſe Diftcultigs 


Ho 3-: that 
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chat had before been made by Secretary 
Williamſon. The laſt day allowed for this 
Exchange was the 5th, ſo that if the Ex- 


preſs had by Winds or other Accident been 
kept four and twenty hours longer upon 
the Way, or J had not gone all Night as 
well as all Day; I could not have come 
time enough from Nzmeguen to the Hague, 
to make the Exchange: And the whole 
Treaty, upon which his Majeſty began to 
put ſo much weight, had been out of 


doors. | 


The Ratifications being exchanged in 
Time and Form, the Penfioner with the 
greateſt Chagrin in the World complained ? 
of de Cross Journey, as that which had 
ruined the whole Affair, by giving fuch * 
Impreſſions here and at Nimeguen, as had 
precipitated the Signing of the Peace with- 
out Spain; and told me, the Prince had 
never been ſo troubled at any thing in his 
Life; and that he doubted it would en- 
oy eh in ſome deſperate Action. The 
ame Night being the 15h, I received 
Letters from England, telling me, they had 

7, Cros in that 


diſcovered the Artifice of 


whole Buſineſs, and how miſchievous it 
might prove, and that they hoped I had 
not purſued my Inſtructions, as I had cer- 
tainly. not done, if they had been ſent 
priyateſy to me, and the whole Buſineſs 
= 3 i HO a9 } 
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not been communicated to him : But the 
Thing was done, and all I could ſay of it 
J was, that having found at my Arrival at 
J Nimeguer, the Swedes had actually made 
J the Pace towards which his Majeſty ſeem» 
ed wholly to aim by my Inſtruction ; I had 
never ſaid any thing of it to the Swedifh 
I Ambaſſadors, and thereby left de Cros 
I wholly diſcredited with Them and the 


French, and all others there: And told 


them that I found plainly his whole Buſi- 
J neſs was a Fourberie; which ſent him 
Home railing at me, that I would not o. 
bey my Orders, and that I was reſolved 
to engage the King in a War, when his 
Majeſty was reſolved not to enter into any 
with France. 

On the 16th at Night, we received 
News of the Prince's bold Action near 
Mons: For the Honour whereof, I will on- 
ly tell your Grace, that the French Am- 


baſſadors at Nimegaen had aſſured me, that 


their Army was ſo Poſted, that if they had 
but ten thouſand Men, and the Prince fit- 
ty thouſand ; he would find it impoſlible 
to attack them. 

The Succeſs of it you will have heard 
from many Hands ; and found, that after 
the Prince no Man had a greater {hare in 
the Danger and Honour of it than My 


Lord Offory, who charged upon the molt 
ages Hh 4 deſ- 


( 4s -). 


deſperate Paſs, and left a great many Men 
and Officers behind him. For the Prince, 
all agree, there was not a common Soldi- * 
er in the Army ſo much expoſed,: leading 
up every Squadron himſelf in the Wing 
he charged, and being the whole time of 
the Engagement in the very hotteſt of the 
a | | 
The Day after the Battle, the Prince 
received the States Letters; giving him an 
Account of the Peace being Signed; upon 
which he ſent to the Duke of Luxemburg, 
to know if he would upon it raiſe the Siege 
of Mons: For which he took two daye | 
time to ſend for Orders, and then conſent. 
ed to do it; and ſo the Affair ended, and 
the Armies retired to their Quarters. If 
ſome Miſcarriages had not happened in 
this Action from ſome of the Confederates, * 
the French Army had certainly been broken 
that day. And if the news of the Peace 
being made publick, - with ſome other Cir. * 
cumſtances had not prevented it the next; 
the Buſineſs would have come to a great 
Deciſion between the Armies, and with 
much appearance of Advantage to the 
Dutch, upon the Conjunction with a Body 
of freſh Eugliſb Foot, which would have 
had great Influence upon all Sides. But 
it was otherwiſe decreed, cc 
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On the 19th, Letters came from Eng- 
land, but none to me from Court ; upon 
the belief J might be at Vimeguen, as Mr. 
Secretary pretended. But the Letters 
from Monſieur Van Beuninghen to the States 
faid ; though the King and Court had, at 
firſt report of the Peace being Signed, ſeem- 
ed a great deal ſurprized; yet he had next 
day talked with them, and found them 
very well pleaſed with it, and with the 


Conduct of the States : And a private. 


Letter to the Foreign Miniſters here ſaid, 
it went ſo far, that they were upon the 
Point of diſowning me and Sir L. Jen- 
kins, for refuſing to Sign the Peace as Me- 
diators. | 
On the 224, the Prince arrived here, and 
having been in the States the 23d, where 
he was received with great Applauſe : He 
came to me that Evening; and after Com- 
plaints of their Ambaſſadors having Sign- 
ed the Peace without Spain, and the ill 
Conſequences it was like to have upon the 
Affairs of Chriftendom : He ſaid, however 
ſince his Majeſty was pleaſed with it, there 
was nothing to be done but to endeavour 
to include Spain in it; and afterwards to 
drive it on to a general Peace; without 
which, France having all their Forces at 
Hberty on this Side, would in very little 
time be Maſters of the Rhine, and all the 
F x great 
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great Cities upon it, from Strasburg to 
Cologne, if not to Weſe!; and after that 
would ſoon be Maſters of theſe Countries 
and Flanders, And therefore he deſired, 
his Majeſty would propoſe a general Suſ- 
penſion of Arms by his Ambaſiadors at 
Nimeguen: Which I writ the ſame Night 
to Court, upon tlie Prince's Deſire, and 
with the Reaſons of it. | 

The next day being the 24th, Mr. Hyde 
arrived here, having made his Paſſage in 
twenty four Hours from London ; and 
brought poſitive Inſtructions with him to 
let the States know, how much the King 
had been ſarprized with their Ambaſladors 
Signing the Treaty without Spain, and 
with the Difficulties that ſtill remained 
upon the Spaniſh Treaty, and the Evacua. 
tion of the Places. That his Majeſty was 
thereupon of opinion that the States 
could not ratify that Treaty; by what 
they were engaged to by the laſt Treaty I ! 


had made here to go on with the War: + 


And thar if they were of the fame mind, 

and would fignify it to him, he would 
within three days after fuch Signification, 
declare War againſt France, and in all 


Points purfue the laſt Treaty he had made 4. 


with the States. | 
We acquainted the Prince that Night 


with this Commiſſion ; and the firſt Word 


he | 
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he ſaid upon it was ; that he knew very 
well what Effect this would have had, if 
it had come three Weeks before, and in- 
ſtead of Monfeur de Cros: But what eſſect 


it would have now, he could not tell, far- 


ther than that it would ſurprize every Bo- 
1 dy. What he ſaid to me in private was, 


that we were too cold and too hot; and 


that he wondred we had not obſerved what 
they were always calling out to the Steer. 
men at Sea; Steddy, Steddy. That all 
we could hope to make out of this was, 
but to keep up the States in the Reſolution 


they were in already, of not Ratifying 
che Treaty without Spain. But it had ano- 


ther effect at the firſt noiſe upon the Towns 
here, and ſo far encreaſed the Jealouſy of 


ſome concert between the King and Prince 


of Orange, for carrying on the War; tho 
France ſhould perform the Conditions this 
State had accepted; that the very next 
day after Mr. Hyde s Propoſition, thoſe of 


Holland paſſed a Reſolution to fend an Am- 


baſſador immediately into France, though 
under pretence of knowing that King's 
Mind, upon the differences remaining 
with Spain: And the next day thoſe of 
Anſterdam propoſed to Ratify the Treaty 
I with France, even without the Incluſion of 
Spain. But the Prince's great Temper 
and Conduct hindred both one 25 t'o- 
Fi Th MS ther : 
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ther: The firſt, by the Voices of five o- 
ther Provinces againſt that of Holland; 
and the other, by the reſt of the Towns in 
Holland againſt that of Amſterdam : And 
brought it to a Reſolution, both in the 
States of Holland, and States-General, not 
to Ratiſy the Peace without Spain; and to 
order their Ambaſſadors at Nimeguen to go 
as far as poſſibly they can in accommoda. 
ting the Points ſtill in difference; which 

are {mall and few, and upon which I ſee 
no likelihood that either Spain or this 

State will continue the War. So thit if 

France will have a Peace, and not raiſe | 

new Difficulties beyond their own Propo. 

fitions, I look upon it as unavoidable : 

And there has not been one time theſe \ 

four years paſt, when we might not have 

entered into the War with Advantage, be- 
ſides this alone, when we have made an 

Offer at it, and thereby I ſuppoſe broke 

our Meaſures with France; though we 

have not taken them with the Confede- 

—_— 

By laſt Poſt the King ſent Orders to Sir 
Lyonel Jenkins at Nimeguen, to propoſe a 
general Suſpenſion of Arms for ſix Months, 
in concurrence, as Mr. Secretary William- 
ſon writes, with the Prince's defire. But 
the Prince asks how this agrees now with 
Mr. Hyde's Propoſition ; and Wann | 


"89-5 
that when he deſired it, 'twas before he 
knew any thing of this laſt Reſolution of 
his Majeſty's ; and on the contrary thought 
him pleaſed with the Peace. In ſhort, 
whoever ſhould take the pains to lay to- 
gether the Paces we have made for theſe 
three Months paſt in this great Affair, 
would conelude, our Secretaries of State 
never remembred one day, what had been 
done the day before, or never cared what 
would be done the next. I am ſo far from 
ſpeaking this with Deſign, that I am for 
my own part reſolved to lay at his Maje- 
ſty's Feet the Promiſe he made me a year 
ago of that Employment, as well as the 
Ambaſly I am charged with: And ſhould 
certainly have done it already, but the 
Prince has engaged me to defer it till this 
preſent Crisis be over, and till he ſhall 


have talked with me to the end of this 
Reſolution. 


I have nothing more worth increaſing 
your Grace's trouble, and ought to ask 
Pardon for the Length of this. But I was 
reſolved to give you once this Light, by 
which the farther Paces of this Afair 
may be better diſcerned even at the Di- 
ſtance your Grace is at. 


J ſhall 


. 
Iſhall only add, that in whatever Con 
dition, 


J am, 
My LORD; 


Tour Grace's, &cc. 


To My Lord Treaſurer. 
. Hague, Aug. 301 b. S. N. 1678, 
Ay LOR D, 


*» 


1 Have this Morning received the Ho-. 
nour of your Lordlhip's in my Sons 
Hands; the Contents whereof chiefly con- 
cerning the Prince; I thought fit to ſend * 
it him immediately, though it found his 
Highneſs in the States of Holland, where 
the great Conſultation or rather Debate 


was, to begin upon the Commiſſion Mr. 
Hyde brought over. Becaule your Lord- 


ſhip pleaſes to ſay, you are impatient to 


know what my Opinion is upon the whole, 


after my Diſcourſe with the Prince and 
Penſioner : I will add what I can think + 


of, that may give you any farther 1 
than 


| 
| 
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than I did in my laſt upon this Occaſion ; 1 

and in ſuch a Conjuncture may poſſibly be 4 
done by ſmall Circumſtances ſometimes, i 
better than by great. 

The firſt Word the Prince ſaid upon it 
to Mr. Hyde and me together, aſter he ac- 1 
1 quainted his Highneſs with his whole In- 
frattion, was: That he knew very well j 
I] what Efiect this would have had, if it had 


come over three Weeks ago inſtead of ' 
Mos ſteur de Cros; but that he could not q 
tell what Effect it would have now, more ih 


I then that it would ſurprize every Body: 
But that for his own part, he was very 
1 glad to find the King in that Mind, and 
thought it might to do Good, and could 
do no Harm. And then ſaid all that paſ- 
1 fed farther, of which Mr. Hyde gave you 
I ſo exact an Account laſt Poſt, 
The next day, the Prince ſpeaking to 
me in private upon it; at firſt lift up his 
Hands and Eyes two or three times, and 
1 faid ; Is it poſſible that this and % Cross 
Buſineſs could come from the ſame Hands: 
That he found by Mr. Hyde's Inſtructions, 
the King was troubled about what he had 
done in that Buſineſs : But it was a Pace 
that could not be diſcovered ; and that his 
1 relolving to warrant the Neutrality of 
| Spain had undone us all; for without that, 
1 this State would never have done it, nor 
never 
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never have Signed without Spain, if de Cros 
had not perſuaded them here, that the 


King had abſolutely taken his Meaſures 


with France about the Peace. That the | 


deſign of de Cros's Journey was laid after 
Monſieur Barillon knew, his Maſter had 
reſolved to Sign the Peace upon yielding 
to evacuate the Towns. That the end of 


it was to ſhake his Majefty's Meaſures | 


here ; by making them believe he had 
taken them abſolutely with France about 
the Peace, and to loſe his Majeſty's Credit 


wholly with all the Allies; by letting them 
know, he was reſolved to bring about the 


Reſtitution of Swedes, as ſoon as Holland 
was out of the War: And to have me ſent 
to Nimeguen, juſt at the fame time, that I 
might have hindred the Signing a Peace 
without Spain by my being here. That 
the French Ambaſſadors had told Monſieur 
Odyke immediately upon de Cros's Arrival, 
that I had Orders to come away preſently 
becauſe I was making the War here, while 
his Majeſty had taken his Meaſures with 
France for the Peace; ad that it was 2 
bold thing of me to ſtay at the Hague, con- 


trary to my poſitive Orders. The Prince 


added, that he knew ſrom a good Hand, 
Ly whom this whole Buſineſs had been 
brought about, and made very Melanclio- 
ly Reflections upon it. That, for Mr. 


Hyde; 
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Hyde's Commiſſion, it would ſurprize the 
more here; becauſe after this very Buſi- 
neſs, and the Signing of the Peace being 
known in England; Monſieur Van Beans 
inghen had wr:t to the States, that the King 
approved of what they had done, and was 
glad of it. That it was too Cold, and too 
Hot: And that for his part, he always 
thought of the Batſwain in theTatchts whieh 
brought him over; who was all Night 
crying out ſtill to the Steerſman, Steday, 
Steddy ; wluch he thought was as neceſſa- 
ry in all Council as at Sea. Aſter this, 
he told me what Uſe hie hoped might be 
made of it ( which 1 writ your Lordſhip 
laſt Poſt) but that it could not bring the 
State again into War, unleſs Frante ſhould 
refuſe to Sign with Sp upon ſuch Con- 
ditions as the State ſhould think Spain had 
reaſon in; or elle retuſe actually to evacu- 
ate the Towns, or to change the thirteenth 
Article of the Treaty. 

Theſe were the Prince's true Thoughts 
upon it. Monſieur de Lyra the Spaniſh 
Miniſter ſaid upon it at firſt ; that this Re- 
ſolution of his Majeſty was a Miracle 
wrought for Spain and this State, if they 
could be ſo wiſe as to make uſe of it: But 
that he foreſaw the States would not: 
That the Thing was gone too ſar ſince the 
Signing of the Peace by the States Am- 
I 1 baſſa- 


FV 
baſſadors, and of the Ceſſation of Hoſtili- 
ty by the Prince; and that Spain could 
not hope to better their Terms by it; be- 
cauſe this State would not fall in with his 
Majeſty, unleſs France ſhould refuſe to e- 
vacuate the Towns, which he was ſure 
they would not do. So that what they 
could hope was, that the States ſeeing his 
Majeſty ſo firm in it, would at leaſt ſecure 
the evacuation of the Towns to Spain, as 
well as that of Maeſtricht to themſelves: 
But that he was afraid of this generous 
Pace in his Majeſty having an Effect upon 
the Jealouſy, Amſterdam and ſome of the 
other great Towns had of the Prince; and 
his Deſign to continue the War in concert 
with England. 

The Marquis de Grana (who is the Em- 
peror's chict Miniſter in all theſe Parts; 


and one of the beſt in all kinds that I have © 


met with) told me yeſterday in private 
Conference ; Que la doſe eſt trop forte; and 


that it had already cncreaſed the Jealouſy 


of Amſterdam fo much, that they had gi- 


— 


ven their Opinion the very next day (a. 


ter Mr. Zyde's Propoſition) to Ratiſy the 


Treaty witli France. That the King had 
reaſon in his Opinion, to ſay, the Cale ot 
our Treaty was fallen; and that if the 


States were as deſirous to continue the War, 


as his Majeſty ſeemed now. to go into it; 
they 


ard 
F » 


.. 
they might make the French Proceedings 
in this Matter a very juſt Occaſion, as not 


having performed the Intentions of out 
Treaty. But that there was no thought 


of bringing them into the War upon a Chi- 


I cane about Words, whether the French De- 
I claration were in Form, or their Promiſe 
"Jin Writing. That beſides, there were 
many who wiſhed well to the Thing; but 


did not know what to make of this Bou- 


tade in England, and had no Confidence in 


it; ſince what Van Beuninghen and others 
I had written the Poſt before, about his Ma- 


jcſty's being pleaſed with the Treaty; and 
lo far, that he, the Marquis, ſaw a Letter 
out of England by that very Poſt ; which 


nid, the King was ſo much ſatisfied with 


Jit, that he was upon the Point of aifown- 
Jing Sir L. Jenkins and me, for having re- 


{Fuſed to Sign the Treaty. That for his 


part, he looked upon all as deſperate : 


4 That France would faire quelque grand coup 


n Allemagne theſe two Months, and after 


the Germans ſhould retire into Winter Quar- 


ters, would come back with all their For- 


Jces in Flanders, and maſter it, in caſe the 


Towns ſhould not be evacuated before 
that time ; which they would endeavour 
by all the Delays towards Spain ; and all 


Jihe Artifices poſſible towards this State. 


Fhat whatever came of it, he {ound, his 
I 1 2 * 5 
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Maſter the Emperor was abſolutely reſol- 
ved never to ſeparate himſelf from thePrin. 
ces of the Empire in the Courſe of the 


*; 

is 
* 
x 
ſo 
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Treaty; but leave the Event to God Al. 


mighty. 


- Laſt night late, the Prince told me, that | 
he hoped to have the Majority of Voices 


very conſiderably in this Province, and 


the other Provinces entirely; for not Ra-. 
tiſying their Treaty till Spain had Sign- 
ed. Thar for his part, he would endea. 
vour all he could, that they might not do 


it till Spain ſhould be ready to Ratity at the 


ſame time: But that he could have no 1 
hopes of carrying it any farther, unleſs : 
France ſhould refuſe to conclude with Spain 


upon the Propoſitions they had offered at 


Nimeguen; and which Spain had accepted, 


That if they could by his Majeſty's Firm. 


neſs ſecure the Towns in the Spaniards 
Hands, and thereby for the preſent fave © 


Flanders: All that he ſaw to be done, was 


to preſs the whole Buſineſs on towards 2 


general Peace; ſince without it, aſter this 


State and Spain were out of the War, he 
did not ſee what could hinder France from 


taking Treves, Cologn, Ments, and Stras 
burgh ; though they ſhould not invade 
Cleves and Juliers preſently : And that at- 


ter they had maſtered the Rhine, they 


would 


— 
» 
4 


3 1 
0 
al 
2 


( 485 ) 
would ſoon do the ſame by this Country 
and Flanders. 

This morning I heard, that five of the 
greateſt Towns in Holland next Amſterdam, 
and three of the chief of North- Holand, 
as well as the Nobles ; were certainly fix- 
ed in not Ratifying their Treaty without 
Spain : And that ſome of them were re. 
ſolved to fall Perſonally upon Monſieur 
Valkener ; who had abſolutely governed 
Amſterdam in the Opinion they had taken, 
and with whom Monſieur Van Lewen had 


| a ſharp and Perſonal Bruſh the laſt day the 


States of Holland were Aſſembled. How 
late they may fit to day, I know not; but 
hope I may before the Cloſure of this 
Pacquet give yourLordſhip ſome Account 
how the Debate runs, though ] do not ex- 
pect this Sitting ſhould end it. 
Having given your Lordſhip ſuch a par- 
ticular Account of thoſe Perſons Thoughts 
upon it, which I eſteem moſt conſiderable 
here, and who are leaſt likely to be de- 
ceived. I ſhall not add any Judgment of 
my own, which ends but in one Point I 
mentioned in my laſt to your Lordſhip : 


That all Inſtructions his Majeſty can give 


to any Man here, ought to be executed, 
(and directed to be fo) in concert with 
the Prince, in caſe his Judgment upon them 
| | It 3 wer 


j 
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were not had before : And Mr. Hyde is 
moſt abſolutely of this Opinion; and wiſh- 
es often, that ſuch a Clauſe had been in 
his, in caſe he ſhould find the Prince here; 6 
For want of it he has been engaged to pu- 
his Inſtructions already, farther than he 
thought the Thing would well bear ; and © 
is in great pain what to do upon the laſt 
Point of them, about his Majeſty's Reſo. 
lution to recall his Troops, in caſe the b 
States fall not into his Majeſty's preſent * 
Mind upon the Treaty; which the Prince 
and Penſioner hitherto are of Opinion, 
would be a moſt Deſtructive Pace to the * 
whole Buſineſs. 
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Jam ever with equal Paſſion and Truth, 
My LODR, | 


Tour, &c. : 


To 
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1 To the Prince Elector 
TJ PALATINE. 


Hague, Septem.3th. S. N. 1679, 
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May it pleaſe Your Highneſs, | 


Received ſome time ſince the Honour of f 
1 2 Letter from Your Highnels, of July , 
29th, by the Conveyance of my Lord Am- ' 
baſlador Jenkins, and ſhould not have fail- 
ed immediately to make that Return which 
became me in the Acknowledgments of it, 
if it had found me in my ſtation at Nime- 
gen, as your Highneſs intended. But be- 
ing divided between theſe two Ambaſ- 
ſies , and finding the Duties of them ſome- 
times difterent, I cannot pretend to 
charge my {tif with any parts of my Fun- 
ction as a Mediator there, while I find my 
ſelf engaged in another ſort of Figure du- 
ring my Abode here. Beſides, I was wil- 
ling to ſee what Paces his Majeſty might 
think fit to make or decline in the Buſineſs 
of a Genera! Peace, before I gave my felt 
the Honour of entertaining your Highneſs 
upon the ſhare you are like to have in it, 
But ſince the King has tliouglit fit to pro- 
EY A pQ 
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poſe a Ceſſation of Six Months in order to- 
wards it : I ſhali preſume to tell your High- 
neſs my Opinion freely upon thoſe Two 
Points, wherein Monfieur Spanheim told me 
you were pleaſed chiefly to concern your 
ſelf. For the firſt, about Philipsburg, I do 
not ſee how a Peace between France and 
the Empire can be purſued upon any other 
Foot than what your Highneſs propoſes to 
your ſelf in that Matter; ſo that I believe a 
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General Neceſſity will therein ſerve to ad- 
vance and to effect a particular Intereſt 


which yourHighneſs lays ſo much to heart, 


and with ſo much Reaſon. For the other 


Pretenſion of Relief and Reparation of the 


great Damages your Highneſs has ſuffered 
by the War; ſince your Highneſs intens 
(and Ithink prudently) to inſiſt no farther | 


upon it, than by engaging his Majeſty's 


Offices and Inſtances towards France; I © 


think your Highneſs will do better to pro- 
cure them immediately by your Miniſter 
at London, to be tranſmitted from Court 
to the King's Ambaſſador at Paris, with 
Orders to purſue and value them there, as 
a particular and Domeſtick Concernment 
which his Majeſty takes in your Highneſs's 
Intereſts, rather than truſt to their being 
handed over to the King's Ambaſſadors 
Mediators at Nimeguen, perhaps in 2 
N ts En as oP 1 x wr Croud 
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Croud of many other Princes Pretenſions, 
which may all be recommended in his Ma- 
jeſty's Name, and by his Miniſters there, 
but not with that Earneftneſs and Diſtin- 
ction, which I ſhould be glad the Crown 
of England would expreſs upon all Occaſi- 
ons , in what concerns your Highneſs or 
your Family. _ 

1 beg your Highneſs's Pardon for fo 
long an Interruption, and your Belief of 
my being ever with great Devotion and 
© Se 


SIR, 


Tour Highneſs's, &c. 


To 


_ U— Wo . = 


( 490 ) 


Hague, Sept. 20th. S. N. 1678. 


My LORD; 


X 7 Our [Lordſhip will have found by m 
Y 130.1 Mr Secretary Malie, 
what the great Affair here was like to end 
in; and by Mr. Hyde's this Ordinary, thit 
it has abſolutely taken that Ply which was 
then deſigned by the Prince and Penſioner, 
and approved by Monſieur de Lyra as all that 
could be wiſh'd ; or at leaſt, that they 
could propgſe to themſelves after the 
Courſe it has run for theſe Two or Three 
Months paſt. The Circumſtances with 
which it was concluded yeſterday may be 
worth his Majeſty's Knowledge; and there- 
fore I thought fit to trouble your Lordſhip 
with them: When it was propoſed in the 
Form I mentioned in myLaſt, the Town ef 
Amſterdam oppoſed it, and ſaid abſolutely, 
they had no Orders from their Principals 
farther than barely to ratify the Treaty, 
without other Circumſtances or Conditt- 
ons. That for any Security could be pro- 
poſed to the Spaniards in their Treaty, or 
afterwards, for Flanders , it was provided 


for 
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for ſufficiently in the Article between his 
Majeſty and thisState concerning a Guaran- 
zee to be given by them jointly for the 
Peace between France and Spain. 

In this Propoſition the Town of Amſter- 
dam (which uſed ever to have One or Two 
of the great Towns in cloſe Intelligence 
with them, and Two or Three of the ſmall 
ones in a ſervile Dependance) had now the 
ill Inck not to be ſeconded by any oneTown 
of the whole Province of Holland: Bur all 
of them run down the Deputies of that 

Town with ſuch Violence, and particular 
Reſentment againſt their Conduct in the 
whole courſe of this Negotiation, that they 
ſuffered the Thing to paſs without any far- 
ther Debate or Oppoſition, and to be 
drawn up with all the ſtrength that the 
Prince could deſire, both as to the Dutch 
Ambafladors declaring to the French at Ni- 
meguen upon delivering the Ratifications, 
that it was done upon this Condition ; 
That the Treaty likewiſe with Spain ſhould 
be ratified by the Time limitted, and after- 
wards duly executed; or elſe that the Trea- 
ty ſhould be wholly void: And alſo to the 
States declaring to his Majeſty, that in de- 
fault of ſuch Performance, the late Treaty 
between his Majeſty and this State ſhould 


take effect; and, /e cas du traitte ſeroit tenu 


pour ec hen. 
In 
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In the whole courſe of this Aﬀair, which 
held in the States of Holland from Three ye. 
ſterday Afternoon till Six, and aſterwards 
paſſed in the States General, all the Towns 
of Holland except Amſterdam, as well as all 
the other Provinces, declared in all their 
whole Diſcourſes upon this whole Subject, 
that they owed the Peace and Reſtitution 
of the Towns, and the ſaving of Flanders, 
wholly to his Majeſty. That, without the 
laſt Treaty, they ſaw plainly, France would 
have yielded to no Terms with SHain, nor 
have made good their own Offers in ſeveral 
Points to this State. That nothing but a 
firm Union of this Srate with En r. could 
make any ſtop againſt the Ani bition and 
Greatneſs of France; and thereſore, that 
they muſt ever ſtick firm to the Alliance 
with the Crown of Exgland, and look upon 
it as their Salvator; which was the Word 
that run among them. And the Prince 
himſelf told me, That he never ſaw ſuch a 
Firmneſs generally among them, as was 
upon this Point; nor ſuch a Confuſion and 
Silence as that of the Deputies of Amſeer- 
dam upon it. 

After this was done, the Nobles of Hol- 
land being the firſt Member of the Province, 
taking occaſion from a Proteſt which the 
Town of Amſterdam had put in ſome Days 
ſince, againſt thoſe which intended to 5 
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ficult or delay the Ratification with France, 
brought in formally a Counterproteſt a- 


gainſt the Town of Amſterdam, ripping up 


their whole Conduct in the courſe of this 
Affair, laying this Peace at their Doors, 
and the ruinous Conſequence of it to the 
preſent Trade of theſe Countries, as well as 
to the Intereſt of this State and the Princes 
their Neighbours and Allies ; eſpecially 
upon the Points of Cleves and Juliers; and 
proteſting theTown of Amſterdam to be an- 
{werable tor all the Miſchiefs that could a- 
ny way come upon this State by reaſon of 
ſuch an unſafe and infamous Peace. 

Upon the reading of it Monſieur Falkener 
turned Pale as a Clout, ſo as every body 
took notice of it; and after it was read, the 
Deputies of that Town all confeſt, that the 
Nobles had Reaſon in all they alledged, and 
that they had only one Thing to ſay for 
themſelves, which was the Plea of Neceſ- 
ſity ; having been of Opinion, it was im- 
poſſible tor the State to ſupport the War any 
longer. 

Thus your Lordſhip will find how true 
a Meaſure I gave his Majeſty of this Coun - 
try upon my laſt return from Nimeguer at- 
ter de Cross Errand, both as to what Eſſect 
his Majeſty's ſteddineſs and firmneſs would 
have in advancing the Prince's Credit and 
Intereſt, and devolving the whole depen: 
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dance of this State upon his Majeſty ; and 
likewiſe as to what Effect every looſe Pace 
we made with them would certainly have 
in throwing them wholly upon France, even 
in ſpight of all the Prince ſhould be able to 
do in reſtraining them. I will only add 
now my own Opinion as to what will fol. 
low the Peace; which is, That whereas it 
has been the general Thought , that the 
Princes Authority was kept up by the War, 
and would decline upon thePeace; I believe 
quite the contrary, and that it will very 
much increaſe upon the Peace it ſelf, be. 
cauſe every body will ſee by the courſe of 
Affairs afterwards, that the Prince was all 
this while in the Truelntereſts of the Coun- 
try; and that thoſe who advanced ſuch a 
Peace as this, were certainly out of it, ei- 
ther upon Faction, or Corruption, or want 
of good Senſe : And by what I hear of the 
town of Amſterdam themſelves, I believe 
theſe TWo or Three Men that have led Them 
in this Courſe, will certainly come in a lit- 
tl: time to loſe their Credit: And I have 
ſomeReaſontothinkMonfieurYalkenerwould 
already be glad to compound for that. I 
cannot but add one Word which paſſed laſt 
Night between the Prince and me upon this 
occaſion; which was, That I had not known 
a Bolder Action of one that was counted a 


Timorous Man, than this of Valtener, to ſet 
| himſelf 
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himſelf up at the head of a Party here in 
oppoſition to his Highneſs ; not only in re- 
gard of his Authority in the State, or his 
appuy from England, but chiefly in regard'of 
his Highneſs being ſo abſolute in the Inte- 
reſts of the Country: For otherwiſe I ſhould 
not think it a Bold Thing, if Valtener were 
in it,and hisHighneſs out of it. Upon which 
the Prince replied, No: But on the contra- 
ry it would be a bold Thing for me to be 
out of it ; and thoſe that have been ſo, you 
will ſee ruined even by the Peace they have 
promoted. | Np 
In ſhort, his Majeſty's Firmneſs, and the 
Prince's ſaving of Mons, have brought the 
Thing to this head, and left his Highneſs 
n the Poſture he ſtands. It will, I doubt 
not, continue while his Majeſty is firm and 
ſteddy in his preſent Meaſures ; and France 
is ſo ſenſible of the ill Pace they have made 
in the firſt Difficulty about evacuating the 
Towns, that the ſeveral Miniſters of that 
Crown make it their buſineſs to clear them- 
ſelves of it; ſince they find it will not paſs 
here, to throw it upon the Swedes ; but Ido 
not (ee how they can ever recover theTruſt 
they have loſt by it in tis Country, nor 
the Credit of their Party here. 
Your Lordihip wiil fd in Mr. Hyde's 
Letter,twoPoints upon which thePrince de- 
fired us to write this Ordinary; One about 


the 
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the ſatisfaction of his Debts from Spain, by 

the Ceſſion of Maeſtricht: The other about 
the Princeſs's Portion. The Introduction 
he gave them was, That now he ſaw all Pub- 
lick Buſineſs draw to an end here, he would 
begin to think of his oõẽ n. Z 
| Upon the Firſt, having ſeen hisHighneſs ©! 
fince Mr. Hyde, I adviſed a Turn in it which © 
he approved of; That was, not to pretend © 
abſolutely a Ceſſion of Maeſtricht and Lim. 
zurg at preſent, but only that Spain ſnould 
leave them in the hands of the Prince, till 
they found out a way of acquitting his 
Debts ; the Difficulties whereof will inal! 
appearance put them upon this Expedient 
themſelves : This I offered becauſe I knew 7. 
Monfteur de Lyra had ſeemed much ſurpriz'd © 

and ſhock'd at this Propoſition this Morn- 

ing from the Penſioner ; tho I have Reaſon 
to believe, they are not unprepared for it 
at Madrid. The Prince deſires the Orders 


his Majeſty ſends to his ſeveral Ambaſſa- ff 
dors upon this Subject may run in that 


For the other about the Portion, he de- i 


oe 


fires his Majeſty will eithet pay it by the 
Propartions of Times agreed on, or elſe tt. 
by ſetting apart ſuch a Summ of the Month- 7 
ly Tax given by the Parliament, and in- te 
cluding this Portion as will make the Pay; K 
ment withis the Time agreed on, which an 

I | is, fy 
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is; I think about 4000 J. per Month, there 


being one of the Two Years already paſt, 
Your Lordſhip will have obſerved in my 
laſt Letter to Mr. Secretary Milliamſon, the 
Mention of one I had received ſrom the 

7 King to the States and my ſelf, about Two 
Ships taken Three Years ſince by a Zealand 

Caper. 

Ihe Letters came thro' Mr. Secretary 
7 Wiliamſon's Office; bur in ſuch a Style as 
Nr. Hyde and I were equally amazed, con- 
ſidering the Game that was playing here, 
2 whether this State ſhould take their Mea- 
ſures with Exg land or with France ; ſo we 
2 both reſolved it ſhould firſt be ſhewed the 
Prince. The Matter was of it ſelf in a way 
of being diſpatch'd,and not in all above the 
value of Two or Three Thouſand Pounds; 
and coming without any Line from the Se- 
eretary himſelf, we took them to be Things 
2 of Form, and procured only by the ſollici- 
tation of the Parties, and without any Re- 

flections of his Majeſtys. When I ſhewed 
it the Prince, he ſaid, That he hoped I con» 
ſider d the King's Service here, more than 
to deliver ſuch a Letter: That he was ſore 
the King never ſaw it; That it was a Let» 
ter to have been writ in 1671, when the 
. King was reſolved to quarrel with thisState, 
hand not now when he was fallen into Mea- 
„ ſures with them. Nay, he was confident, 

1 K K M.. 
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Mr. Secretary had taken the Draught of the 
Letters that were written then, and had on- 
ly chang'd the Names. That the States 
would certainly interpret it, That his Ma- 
jeſty had reſolv d ſtill to quarrel with Them, 
and had taken his Meaſures again with 
France, which would make them try to do 
ſo too : That in all the Diſpoſitions of that 
King here, Zealand had ſtill been moſt in- 
elined to England, with whom this Breach 
is threatned to begin: For, entring into it 
with the Admiralty there, was, in effect, 
with the whole Province, In ſhort, he ſaid, 
it would be abſolutely neceſſary to ſuppreſs 
the Letter , till I had farther Orders, but 
that he would undertake thisBuſineſs ſhould 
certainly be done. 

I ſend your Lordſhip a Copy of the Let- 
ter which was directed to me, or the Secre- 
tary of the Embaſly here in my Abſence; ſo 
that if I had not been upon the Place, he 
had certainly delivered it the next Morn- 
ing. And, which the Prince thought very 
hard too, a Copy of the Letter was given 
to the Perſons that follicite it here; ſo that 
I was fain to deſire them to keep it up to 
themſelves, till they found whether I could 
do their Buſineſs or no without it, This 
puts mein mind of repeating 2gain what I 
writ to your Lord ſhip upon my laſt Return 


fromNimegver,of the Necciiity there ah 
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be, while his Majeſty continues his Mea. 
ſures here as they are, for his Miniſters to 
act upon concert with his Highneſs ; at 
leaſt, till they had made a Repretentation to 
hisMajeſty upon their Orders, of ſuch Con- 
ſequences as could not be, or were not 
foreſeen in England when they were iſſued. 
T told the Prince at his Return from the 
Campaign, the firſt time Mr. Hyde and I at- 
tended him, That I had written to your 
Lordſhip upon this Subject, and what you 
had returned of the Commiſſion the King 
had given you, to aſſure his Highneſs of 
his Majeſty's Reſolution in it. The Prince 
{aid to us both upon it; That the Truth was, 
if his Majeſty conſidered him as perfectly 
in his own Inter it onnhe to he ſo; and 
that the Prince ght to be tlie King's Ame 
baſſador here; an! it that Cote he hend 
be able to ſerve his Majcity: M hicht: were 
juſt his Words; aud tt fit to let 
your i.ordihip know rh ot Booty mote 
withſtanding what you wor? 1 nn no to, 
I neither obſerve any ſuc! 5 foo co mae 
fince, either in general. vr rricu 
lar; nor any to Mr. Hle tte 
away; tho' he brought an in 
him, which would abſolu teln 
the King's Buſineſs here, if att 
Defire he had no: ſuppreſs d,. 

a very hard caſe ior 0 Ambaſſac 

K Kk 2 


— 


(500 F 
to hinder his Maſter's R 
ruin it) or elſe by ſuppreſngWM Order, to 
lie under the Laſh of a Sec who per- 
haps would be pleaſed with making others 
ſmart for his own Faults. | 
There is a Paper lately ſent over to be 
preſented his Majeſty from the Lunenburgb 
Miniſters at Nimeguen, about a Difficul 
they have met with in ſeeing Sir L. Jentins, 
though they pretend to have ſatisfied the 
Forms his Majeſty requires as to the Com- 
petition with the Emperor. All I ſhall ay 
upon it is, that Sir L. Fenkins is bound up 
by ſuch ſtrict Orders in theſe Points, that 
I do not ſee how he can poſſibly with them 
perform the partof a Mediator ; being ab- 
ſolutely bound up already from ſeeing one 
of the Spaniſh, Daniſh, and Dutch Ambaſ- 
ſies, and now thefe of Lunenburg, ſo much 
as in Third Places, or ordinary Converſa- 
tion or Buſinefs. To either of which I 
never underſtood how ſach Orders ſhould 
be tied, or why That ſhonld go any far- 


ther than the Buſineſs or Viſits of Cere- 
mony. 


I ask your Lordſhip's Pardon for the 
Length of this Trouble, which was inten- 
ded only to give you ſuch Lights as I 
thought might be neceſſary, and you 


would 
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would not perhaps receive from any other 
Hand. 


am ever, 
Tour, &c. 


To the Duke of OR MOND- 


Hague, Sept. 23d. S. N. 1678. 


My LORD, 


Ince my Laſt to your Grace, nothing 

hath paſſed here but what you will 
have foreſeen, which ended with Mr. Hyde s 
Propoſition from his Majeſty. The States 
excuſed themſelves from any formal An- 
ſwer to it for ſome rime, not knowing how 
the Difficulties between France and Spain 
were like to determine. The French Am- 
baſſadors at Nimeguen ſeemed peremp: ory 
in their Demands, eſpecially of Beaument, 
and the Chatelerye ci Aeth ; bur at length 
ſubmitred themſelves to the Arbitrage 6: 
th's State, as the Spanzards had done to +» 
Majeſty an them, Monjteur d duaux'1© 
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poſt hither from Nimeguen to ſuppart his 
Maſter's Right upon this Arbitrage, which 
was to be diſpatch'd in five Days, ſo as to 
make way tor ſigning the Peace with Spain, 
before the laſt Day left for the Ratificati- 
ons with this State, which was the 21/ cur. 
rent. But before he had been Two Days 
here, a Courier came to him with News, 
that the King of France had generouſly re. 
mitted both Points to the Spanzards with. 
out any Arbitrage, ſo as the Peace was to be 
ſigned on Saturday laſt the 17th. This was 
done, and the States on Monday reſolved to 
exchange their Ratifications with France ; 
but at the ſame time to declare, that it was 
upon condition of their performing the 
Treaty with Spais; if not, this between 
them and France to be void. Before this, 
they reſolved likewiſe to give Mr. Hyde and 
me their ſormal Anſwer to his Majeſty's laſt 
Propoſition ; that tho France had ſigned the 
Treaty with Spain, and theirs with France 
would thereupon be ratified, yet they had 
declared to his Majelty, it was with this Re- 
ſolution ; That if France either refuſed to 
ratify their Treaty with Spain, or to per- 
form aiterwards the Conditions of it, this 
State ſhould hold, Je cas du dernier traité 
avec ſaMajeſte pour chu; and ſhould be rea- 
dy to perform the Condition of it, 
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This was all the Prince himſelf propoſed 
to bring it to here, ſince the Game had gone 
too far to be recovered in any other man- 
ner, and the Town of Amſterdam was againſt 
this it ſelt 

Uron the exchange of Ratifications made 
at Nimeguen between France and this State 
on Wedneſday, in purſuance of this Anſwer 
fron the States; Mr. Hyde embark'd yeſter- 
day Morning for England, and with him 
my Lord Offory, reſolved to ſee your Grace 
in Jrelaud, before any Thoughts of return- 
ing hither, All that is now left to be done, 
is to enter into Gaarantees with this State 
for what remains of Flanders; and to try if 

he Progreſs of France upon the Rhine may 
prevented by any ſteps towards a gene- 
ral Peace : The firſt whereof, and which 
the Prince is much concerned in, has been 
made already by his Majeſty's Propoſition 
at Nimeguen for a general ſuſpenſion of Arms, 
which France yet reſuſes to come to upon 
the Score of Sweden, as they give out; but, 
as others believe, upon their own. 8 


T an , 
My LOR D, 
Tour Grace's „Es. 
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My LORD, 15 

Y my Letter this Ordinary to Mr. Se- 
N cretary Williamſen, your Lordſhip will 
find an Account of my late Journey to Am- 
ſerdam and to the Prince at Hoogſhoore, a- 
bout 24 Leagues from this Place, with one 
part of the Errand that occaſioned it, and 
the Succeſs of it. There were Two other 
Occaſions which led me to it; that 1 
Aug not fit to mention in a Letter 
which muſt paſs ſo many Eyes; referving 
them ſor your ſelf, and by your means for 
his Majeſty, and Royal Highneſs ; ſince one 
of them had its Riſe in private confidence 
from the Prince ; and the other from your 
Lordſhip's Jaſt Letter; wherein you ſeemed 
ſo deſirous of knowing his Opinion upon 
Two Points of great conſequence, which 
'Ithought it neceſſary you ſhould be ſatisfi- 
ed in by the Firſt, . withqyt attending the 
Prince's Return, which was like to draw 
out into tome length. . net” vp 
9 — fer- * 8 
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Upon his Highneſs leaving the Town 
laſt, of very carneſtly recommetided to 
me th making a Journey to Amſterdam ; 
not only for diſcovering their Minds there 
as to the Point of the Guarantee, of which 
T have given Mr, Secretary an Account; 
but likewiſe as to the manner they are like 
to live with the Prince hereafter, now the 
Peace is made; ſince their Carriage in the 
late Debate here about Maeſtricht, gave 
the Prince a Suſpicion, that they were re- 
ſolved to do it declaredly upon all Oecaſi- 
ons, againſt his Opinion and Intereſts; 
however United with the Senſe of the o- 
ther Provinces, and even the reſt of the 
Towns in this. At leaſt, he believed, 
Monſieur Valtener would act that Part. 
But that his Highneſs might the better 
take his Meaſures, he deſired to have ſome 
certain Light, both as to his particular 
Reſolutions, and how he was likely to be 
ſeconded in them by Monſieur Hoeſt; that 
is, how far ſupported, or where deſerted 
in them. For the Town of Amſterdam is 
abſolutely Governed by theſe two Men ; 
without any other Perſon ſo much as pre- 
ending at preſent any ſhare in it. I have 
| had long Diſcourſes with them both, and 
nat only together but ſeparately ; and as 
the Prince thinks, very much to the Ad- 
Vantage of his Affairs and Service here. 
ro OT EIT ' 7, 
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Monſieur Yalkener who is a very Thovght- 
ful, Deſigning, and Covered Man; yet 
went ſo far with me, as to ſay plainly at 
laſt ; That for his part, he ſhould ever 
ſhew was much Reſpect to his Highneſs's 
Perſon and Intereſts as any Man in the 
Country, while he kept within the eſta. 
bliſh'd Conſtitutions of the State ; bur if 
upon any Occaſion he ſhould offer to go 
beyond them, he muſt oppoſe it as far as 
he could ; and believed nor only that his 
Town would do fo too, but that they 
would be applauded in it by the other 
Towns of this Province ; who might yet 
in the States upon other Reſpects give O- 
pinions different from them. That there 
were two different ſorts of People for the 
Prince to. make uſe of here: One, that 
were fit to follow him at Court, in his 
Hunting, and Entertainments : Another 
that were fit for the Magiſtracy of this 
Country, and had generally a Reputation 
not only of good Patriots ; but of Men of 
Ability and Honeſty, and ſuch as the Peo- 
ple generally were content to truſt : That 
he needed not Name any ſuch Men ; the 
Prince could not fail of knowing them: 
For if he did not by his own obſerving, 
common Fame would tell him who they 
were in every Town. And, that it the 
Prince would have all go eaſy and unani- 
| RE, mous 
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mous here; he muſt, when he had any 
thing to propoſe in the States, firſt ſend 
for ſome of theſe Men from the ſeveral 
Towns, and diſcourſe it with them apart: 
If he found they agreed in Opinion about 
it ; he might reckon the thing would cer- 
tainly and eaſily paſs in the States: If they 
diflered, he ſhould then ſend for them to 
talk it over with them together ; and tell 
them, hefound they were of ſeveral Minds, 
and therefore he deſired they would reaſon 
it with one another before him ; which 
would produce an Agreement one way or 
other among them, as well as the Debates 
here in the States had in a manner ever 
done: And accordingly his Highnels 
might take his certain Meaſures. 

Monſieur Hoeft, who is a much franker 
Man, and of greater Credit, tho' leſs Q- 
pinion than the other, went farther with 
me : For, after ſome things of the ſame 
kind, about the Prince's conſulting with 
Perſons truſted and efteemed in their 
Towns; taking his Meaſures previouſly 
with thoſe of Amſterdam as well as other 
Towns, which were publickly known to 
be at his Devotion; not confining his Con- 
verſation to very few Perſons and of ano- 
ther ſort, nor the Conſultations of Buſineſs 
to any one o two Men alone. He ended 
with me at laſt in this Concluſion ; That 

nothing 


( 508 ) 
gothing was ſo neceſſary here, as a perſect 
Union between the Prince and States; and 
the taking away all Appearance of the leaſt 
Difference between them; which would 
but let France into the State, by Siding 


with one Party or other, and with either 


of them juſt as would ſerve their preſent 


Turn. That for his part, he was ſo ſen- 


Gble of this, and had ſuch an opinion of 
the Prince, both as to his Moderation, and 
his Underſtanding his own Intereſt aright, 
to be perfectly joined with thoſe of the 
Country: That notwithſtanding all Jea- 
louſies which had unhappily been raiſed 
here, or might be ſo hereafter, perhaps 
induſtriouſly ; he was abſolutely reſolved, 
he would truſt the Prince till he ſhould ſee 
him engaged in Courſes againſt the Inte- 
reſts and Liberties of the State. That, 
in ſuch a caſe, he ſhould enter into the 
bonne partie, and oppoſe it according to 
his Duty : But that in the mean time, he 
would not go about to hurt both his Coun- 
try and the Prince too, by encreaſing any 
Difference between them, upon Suſpici- 
ons or Jealouſies that he did not ſee a plain 
! ard 5 
As to particular Occaſions of Difference 
between the Prince and States now aſter 
the Peace, he would not ſee any; unleſs 
it ſhould happen about à ſecond Pm 
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of the Army, and to ſach a Proportion as 
might be maintained by the Ordinary Re- 
venue of the Country. But when I told 
him, the Time of propoſing this was 
chiefly conſiderable ; whether before they 
ſhould ſee the general Peace made,or France 
likewiſe begin to diſarm : And upon this 
it ſelf, they ought to debate the whole 
Thiog privately with the Prince of Orange 
before they brought it into the States : He 
told me, he thought I had Reaſon, and he 
ſhould be of that Mind : And ended with 
ſaying many things of the greateſt eſteem 
that could be of the Prince, and very much 
Kindneſs to his Perſon and Intereſts : De- 
_ me to give his Highneſs the aſſurance 
of it, 

Upon my report of all this to the Prince, 
he ſeemed to be extreamly pleafed with 
it; and faid, I had made a Journey to 
mighty good purpoſe : And he ſhould 
make ſo good uſe of it, that he doubted 
not, to be able to give a good Account of 
this Country, as to what ſhould be their 
Part in the general Concerns of Chriſten. 
dom, provided his Majeſty would be but 
Steddy in the purſuit ot his Meaſures here. 

After this I ſhewed him your Lordſhip's 
Letter, deſiring to know his Opinion a- 
bout his Majeſty's reconciling with France 
in ſomerhing about Sweden; and entring 


into 
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into Meaſures with them in behalf of that 
Crown ; and likewiſe about 4 Match with 
that King to Lady Are; in cafe it ſhould 
| ab enemy The Prince read it twice over, 
and' very thoughtfully : And' after ſome 
Pauſe, ſaid that he could not tell on the 
ſudden, what to think of this Letter. That, 
upon his firſt reading of thoſe Lines about 
reconciling with Frauce in ſomething of 
Sweden ; he was as much amazed as the 
Stag was that day at the firſt Blow that was 
given him. That he had no reaſdn to be- 
lieve by the laſt Letters he received from 
the Duke or from your Lordſhip, that there 
was any Change in our Councils in Fng- 
land, fromthe late Meaſures we had taken, 
of preſerving Europe from the Deſign of 
France upon it. That, yet he could not 
imagine, how any Body ſhould think we 
could reconcile with Fance for reſtoring 
Sweden ; without breaking all the Mea- 
{ures we had lately taken, and returning 
abſolutely into our former ones with France. 
That this was certainly an Artifice of the 
French, who ſaw they could not cloſe with 
us directly upon any thing between our 
ſelves; and ſo they would ground it upon 
the Bufineſs of Sweden; which would be 
in effect the ſame thing, and bring the 
Buſineſs of Earope juſt where it was four or 


five years ago. That Sweden made no 
Pace, 
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pace, nor uſed no Language but as they 
were directed by France; and ſo he was 
ſure they were in this. That the Effect of 
any ſuch Agreement between us and France, 
yould be, the King's wholly loſing all his 
Credit not only with the Empire and Spain, 
as returning into the French Intereſts, by 
embracing thoſe of Sweden, which were 
wholly joined with them ; but it would 
likewiſe ſhake it here too, and make them 
return to the Opinion they have ſo long 
had in this Country; that the King would 
never heartily break from France: And 
that the Effect of this would be, to make 
the States run into the Intereſts of that 
Crown; as a thing which muſt befa!! 
them, and without Remedy. And that 
nothing could be more ruinous than this 
to the Affairs of his Majeſty here; nor 
to thoſe particularly of his Highneſs. Thar 
upon any Meaſures u hich could be taken 
between his Majeſty and France for tlie re- 
ſtoring Sweden: The firſt Action on the 
French ſide muſt be the Invading Cleve 
and Weſel, and the reſt of the Duke of 
Brandenburghs Territories adjoyning ; 
wihch will not only let in the French into 
the Empire on that Side, bur make them 
in as great a Meaſure Maſters of this 
Country (of which Cieves and Juliere 
have ever been eftcemed the very Key) as 


they 
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they could have been by their 
in Flanders. And that FA Highneſs does 


port in ſuch an Action; and which muſt 
ave Conſequences ſo directly oppoſite to 
all the Meaſures he has lately taken, and 
to the Offers he has made this State about 
the ſecurity of Cleves and Juliers. Thar, 
as far as his Highneſs underſtands ; his 
. Majeſty's Intereſts, and that of the Crown 
of England, are, aiter the Peace to enter 
into ſuch Meaſures with this State, the 
Emperor, and the Princes of the Empire, 
as may preſerve Flanders, and keep France 
from overturning the World any farther 
To live fairly with France, but to enter 
into no new Meaſures with them : So that 
upon any ill Talent of France, about what 
his Majeſty has already done in the ſaving 
Flanders ; he may have the Empire ready 
to ſall into his Intereſts, as he has this 
State already engaged by a defenſive League 
in caſe of France's attacking us. And for 
Sweden, he does not ſee how his Majeſty 
can go farther than to induce them firſt to 
a Suſpenſion of Arms, and afterwards to 
ſome reaſonable Terms in a Peace. 

That, for the Match between that King 
and Lady Anne ; his Highneſs knows no- 
thing againſt it, if the King and Duke 
think it fit; unleſs it be the Time of either 

doing 
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not-apprehend how his Majeſty can tale 
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doing or. treating, it ; which he believes 
&eannot be before the general Peace is made 
becauſe it will otherwiſe have thoſe Effects 
before mentioned, eſpecially if accompa- 
nied by Engagements with France; unlef 
it ſhould be treated upon the foot of Sipe- 
wex's conſenting to ſuch Terms of a Peace; 
as the Confederates ſhould be likely to fall 
in with, _ e HA a led 
This was the Subſtance of the ſeveral 
and large Diſcourſes which his Highneſs 
made me upon this Occaſion, and with 
much Concernment; deſiring me to repre- 
ſent them to your Lordſhip at large, as he 
would write in ſhort his Thoughts to you 
upon them by this Poll. re 
Alter this he took notice of the Paſſage 
in your Lordlhip's Letter, about the King 
intending to command my Return in a 
ſhort time: And ſaid upon it, that it could: 
not be fit at the preſent; but that he would 
talk with me about the Time of it after the 
Evacuation of the Places in Flanders, and 
the Treaty of Guarantee here ſhould be 
finiſhed : Which being the firſt Steps after 
the Peace; would be of the greateſt Impor- 
tance ; and declare the Intention of this 
State, as to their Meaſures hereaſter with 
England and with France. That whenever 
1 left this Poſt, it would be abſolutely na- 
teffary for his Majeſty 78 an * q 
| L o 


dor here, and not a leſs Character; fincs 
the French were reſolved ever to have one, 

and that it would extreamly import his 
_ Highneſs, what ſort of Perſon he ſent over: 
For unleſs it ſhould be one that might live 
in Confidence with him, and have Credit 
in the Country here; twere better have 
none at all. 


* eee _ 


J am, &c, 


— 
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To the Duke of YORK. 
Hague, Oftb. 111th. S. N. 1678. 


- May it pleaſe Your Highneſs, 

Received yeſterday morning by Mr. 

White, the Honour of a Letter from 
your Highneſs, with a Command which it 
will be very Difficult to perform here : I 
mean, that of helping her Highneſs to be 
Incognito in this place. The Prince be- 
ing yet abfent, and the Penſioner too; I 
ſpoke of it to Monſieur Van Lewen ; who 
was hard to be perſuaded, that the Honours 

due to her Highneſs by the States upon 
ſuch Occaſion, thould not be performed ſo- 

lemnly at her landing. But having zehn, = © 

te 
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ted him with the abſoluteneſs of your Highs 


neſs's Commands, both by your Letter, and 
particularly by Mr. White: I prevailed 
with him to make no mention of it in the 
States, till the Prince's Return : And this 
I hope may be to night, or to morrow at 
fartheſt. 
For a Houſe to receive her Highneſs and 
Lady Anne with their Attendance, there 
was no Choice at all in it. And ſo the 
Princeſs Dowager's Houle is making ready 
for this purpoſe; and will, I doubt not, 
be in order by to morrow. I could not 


perſuade Sir Gabriel Sylvius and Mr. White 


to allow me any other Part in this Care, 
beſides leaving the whole Houſe empty; 
which I did early this morning, and them 
with the Prince's Servants in all the Dili- 
gence that could be, of preparing it for 
her Highneſs's Reception; who beſides 
the Honour of ſuch a piece of Gallantry, 
will have certainly a very great Satisfacti- 
on in ſeeing here ſuch a Princeſs, as in all 
kinds I do believe is very hard to be ſeen 
any where elſe. I wiſh the Weather but as 
fair as the Wind, and then I hope this Ad- 
venture will be very ſoon and very happi- 

ly atchieved. 
beg your Highneſs's Leave upon this 
Occaſion, to give you an account of ano- 
ther Command, received from your High- 
L138 nefs 
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neſs at my coming away : Which was, to 
ſpeak at large to the Prince about ſome 
Particulars in his way of living and con- 
verſing here, that your Highneſs thought 
of great Conſequence to his Affairs in this 
Country. I did not find an Opportunity 
that made way for it till now of late, ſince 
Matters here ſeemed to fix a little upon 
the Concluſion of the Peace with Spain, 
which gave his Highneſs occaſion of Diſ- 
courſing with me ſeveral times upon this 
new Scene of Affairs; and employing my 
Offices to diſcover how the Town of Am. 
fterdam was like to live with him after the 
Peace. I gave my Lord Treafurer by laſt 
Poſt a large Account of what had paſſed 
between me and the two ruling Burgoma- 
ſters there upon this Subject: And ſhall 
now only add to it; that having repreſent- 
ed all that Matter to the Prince at Hoogezo- 
ere, and upon that Occaſion, the whole 
Scope of your Highneſs's Thoughts; he 
ſeemed extreamly ſatisfied with both: 
And aſſured me, that as there were many 
Applications which might be made in a 
tune ot Peace, and could not, while his 
Thoughts were wholly taken up with the 
War; to he ſhould not nod neglect them, 
tho' he might hitherto have done it. That 
he ſhould tail into a new Phe; and that 
he doubted not, to give a good n 
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of this State in all the publick Concern- 
ments of Chriſtendom, if his Majeſty could 
reſolve to be Steddy in the Meaſures he had 
fallen into of late, 

I ſhould not have given your Highneſs 
ſo long a Trouble, but that Ithought you 
would not be diſpleaſed with the Know. 
ledge of this Particular; and in it, my O- 
bedience to that Command of your High- 
neſs, of writing without Ceremony. I 
am yery confident you will believe it to be 
without any at all; when I aſſure your 
Highneſs of my being ever with rhe great- 
eſt Paſſion and Truth that can be, | 


SIR, 


Tour Highneſss &c. 


L123 To 
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'Tq my Lord Treafurer, 


Hague, Decemb, 6th. S. N. 1678. 


My LORD, 


Was ſo infinitely obliged by the Kind- 
neſs and Confidence of a Letter, I had 
this day the honour of receiving from 
your Lordſhip by Mr. Hales ; that I could 
not delay the acknowledging of it by this 
Poſt ; tho, to do that as I ought, will, I 
doubt, be as hard as to deſerve it. And I 
fear, ro interrupt your Lordſhip at a time 
ſo buſy as this, will be a greater Fault 
than any Omiſſion would have been. I 
had not before any true Proſpect of the 
preſent Scene : And tho' your Lordſhip has 
given me ſo much Light, yet it ſerves ra- 
ther to repreſent the Sadneſs of it, than to 
diſcover any Remedy to ſuch fatal Diſtem- 
pers as have been long breeding; and are 
now fo violently broken out in our poor 
unfortunate Nation. God alone can be the 
Phyſician, who governs the Hearts of Prin- 
ces, and the Humours of People : For, to 
think of Advice from any other, in ſo ma- 
ny croſs Accidents both at home and a- 
broad, as meet to make up this violent 
Cruz, 
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Crisis, is too great a Compliment to put 
upon any Man; And if your Lordſhip 
could hope for it, in my Opinion, it ought 
to be from your ſelf, who have beſt, been 
able to obſerve the Spring and Growth of 
this Diſtemper, with the Diſpoſitions of 
the Body ; and by that, as well as by your 
own natural Prudence, muſt be fitter than 
any other Perſon to make a Judgment up- 
on it. For my own part, it would be more 
Pre ſumption in me than in any Man to of- 
fer at it, upon many Regards : Beſides 
that of the Diſtance I am at, and have been 
ſo long and fo often for a great part of my 
Life. Nor do I know one Quality to make 
me fit for it, unleſs it be, not only as near 
and as feniible, but as unpaſſioned and as 
unintereſſed Concerament in the true good 
and Service of my Maſter and my Coun- 
try, as any Man can have, And for this 
Reaſon, and becanſe your Lordſhip hath 
wed many times to ask me fo kindly, and 
hear me fo favourably upon ſmaller Occa- 
fions ; and becauſe I take you to be equal- 
ly concerned with the Publick in this : 
It ſhall go hard but Iwill find a way of 
telling your Lordſhip by ſome Hand or o- 
ther, and in very few Words; all that I 
have been able to think upon it : Which 
can do no Hurt, becauſe you may forget 
it as ſoon as tis done. 
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For any Accounts of Foreign Affairs, 
which your Lordſhip might have expected 
if I had come over : The whole Courſe of 
my Diſpatches ſince I left England laſt, will 
better inform any body than I my {elf could 
do ; as having been conſtant and particu- 
lar, and thereby containing many things I 
have forgot. For theQueſtionyou are pleas'd 
to ask about the Peace ; I cannot add one 
Word to that ſhort Account your Lordſhip 
will meet with in my Letter this Poſt, to 
dir Joſeph Williamſon ; unleſs it be, that no- 
thing ſeems to me at preſent ſo neceſſary in 
the Foreign Aflairs; as for his Majeſty to 
diſpatch away ſome Miniſtex to Spain, whole 
chief Inſtruction ſnould be, to watch any 
Motion of Councils or e e e there 
for the Exchange of Flanders: To divert 
them from any ſuch Thoughts by the gteat - 
eſt Aſſurance of his Majeſty's reſolving to 
take it into his conſtant Care and Protecti- 
on: And fo to repreſent the State of our 
preſent Diſorders themſelves, as not to diſ- 
hearten that Court in the hopes, that his 
Majeſty may yet be able to perform effe- 
ctually what he intends and promiſes in 
that Matter. I think the Diſpatch of this 
ſo much the more neceſſary, becauſe J 
doubt, the preſent Miniſter there may, in 
this Conjuncture be a very ill Inſtrument 
in ſuch an Affair, and be poſſibly inclined 
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to promote other Ends in what concerneth 
that very Buſineſs of Flanders, and any Ex- 
change of it. 2 
For Mr. M-— ; I have neither deſer- 
ved ſuch Offices your Lordſhip ſpeaks of; 
nor ſhall trouble my ſelf about making ſuch 
Returns. I am infinitely obliged to your 
Lordſhip for the Enquiries you ſay you 
will make; and ſhall be very glad to know 
my Faults from my Enemies as well as my 
Friends: Becauſe which way ſoever I find 
them, I ſhall make the ſame uſe ; that is, 
to mend them, I ſtand always upon the 
Ground of having never done either an un- 
juſt, or ungentlemanly Action in my Life, 
or an unfaithful one to the Service of my 
Maſter or my Country. And whoever 
may be perſuaded otherwiſe of me, by 
Whiſperers or Malice ; I ſhall leave to their 
own Opinions, till they pleaſe to make 
fair Enquiries : And concern my ſelf no 
farther in them nor the Conſequences. Ha- 
ving I thank God, at heart ; neither Hopes 
to ſerve, nor Faults to anſwer for. 

As to Sir H---C:--. I ſhould be very ſor- 
ry to think he meant ill to the Crown or 

ingdom ; becauſe Falways thought other- 
wiſe of him, and cannot reproach my ſelf 
to have often been deceived by my Friends, 
and whenever I am; believe I have not 
more reaſon to quarrel with them ; than 
De | with 
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with my ſelf for chuſing them. For his 
Unkindneſs to me, I will at leaſt be as 
juſt, as I deſire others to be to me; which 
is, to hear firſt what he faith of it, before 
I. Judge. For any to your Lordſhip, I 
ſhall not eaſily forgive; becaufe 1 do not 
think you have deſerved it upon 2 pub. 
wk Conſiderations, which are all that 

ould lead him in his preſent Figure. For, 
if your Lordſhip had not ſerved his Ma- 
jeſty, and the true Intereſts of his Crowns, 
with perfect good Intention to both; and 


eee - P 
, 3 een N 
ham FFF I aß2y—n . ESRI, 


the beſt of your Power; you have Iam © 

ſure, deceived me; which few of mx © 
Friends, I confeſs, have done: And 1 "= 5 

confident your Lordſhip will never be of 1 

the number. F 
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To Sir Foſeph Williamſon. 
Hague, Decem. 30. 1678. S. N. 


8 IR, | 


Ince my Laſt of the 272h, I have none 
from you, the contrary Winds havin 
now left Three Pacquets due from England. 
All the Towns of Holland have agreed to the 
Advice of theStates General about deferring 
the Reform as I mentioned in myLaſt, ex- 
cept Amſterdam alone. What their Anſwer 
will prove at laſt I cannot yet tell, nor whe- 
ther one man alone, as the Head of a ſingle 
Town, will ſet up directly againſt all the o- 
therTowns of this Province, as well as a- 
gainſt all the other Provinces ; and in 2 
Matter appearingto them of ſo great impor- 
tance to the State. For tho' the Peace be 
made both by this State and Spain, and tho 
the French have yet raiſed noDifficulties up- 
on reſtoring the Towns to the Spaniards, yet 
they have declared, They intended to keep 
their Forces in Hauders till they are ſatisfied 
in what they demand as remaining due of 
their Contributions, which amounts to near 
two Hundred Thouſand Piſtols. And ior this 
Country, tho' they have delivered vp Ma- 
1 55555 ef riche, 


( 524 ) 
eftricht, yet they have demanded Haſſelt 
and Maſeyck, by which it would be cut off 
from the reſt of theſe Territories, and have 
this Week poſted themſelves between Mae. 
flricht and Haſſelt on one ſide, and Mae. 
ſtricht and Maſeyck on the other; ſo as nei- 
ther Boat nor Waggon can go from theſe 
Provinces to Maeſtricht, but muſt paſs thro 
their Quarters ; and that Town 1s not yet 
provided in any proportion of Cannon or 
Magazins nece ſſary "A their defence. Be- 
fides, it is known here, that, the FenchMi- 
niſters and Officers lye ready to take into 
their Service immediately all the Troops 
x 5 2 —_— _ State _ disband; 

„Secret and the laſt Letters from their 
Wiliamlon. Ambaſſadors at Pari, gave them 
yet farther Apprehenſions of the Conduct 
they are to expect from the French. For 
Monſieur Boreel, who is of Amſterdam, and 
was deep in the Cabal of promoting the 
Peace, writes plainly, That he expects no- 
thing from that Courte upon any of their 
Pretenſions, that they were grown ſo inſo- 
lent with their Proſperity, and the ill Po- 
ſture of all their Neighbours, as not to trou- 
ble themſelves with giving Reaſons, or re- 
ceiving them upon any Thing They treat- 
ed. To this in general he writes Two Par- 
ticulars that were ſomething more ſurpriz- 
ing; The Firſt was, That Manfteur On 
8 . 
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had told him, That the King his Maſter had 
ordered him to take notice ot the Prince 
having turned out the Catholick Magiſtrates 
at Maeſtricht, and put inProteſtayts in their 
room, as a Thing contrary to his Treaty 
with this State. The Second, That Mon- 
fieur de Louvoy had told him upon diſcourſe 
of the remaining Contributions of Breda, 
that the King his Maſter had heard what 
the Prince of Orange had ſaid to the States 
in the Deliberations upon that Matter. E: 
le trouvoit mauvais & que le Prince avoit par- 
le trop fierement. Upon the firſt Point, the 
States Deputies thought fit to diſcharge the 
Prince by taking upon themſelves what he 
had only acted by their Orders, and to de- 
fend their having acted nothing contrary to 
theTreaty, or innovated any Thing in Mat- 
ter of Religion at Maeſtricht ; but that on 
the other ſide, the French had no right to 
concern themſelves in what the States did 
in the Government of a Town which was 
now become again their own. Upon the Se- 
cond Point,which touched only the Prince, 
his Highneſs ſaid , That tho' the States 
knew he had never ſpoke any Thing upon 
that Occaſion, which might deſerve that 
Term, yet he was of opinion no Anſwer 
ſhould be made upon it ; Thathe was born 
in a Free Republick, and that it had ſo con- 
tinu'd hitherto, He could not tell how 


long 
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long it might do fo, at the rate they were 
now treated, but that while he lived in it, 
he would, according to his Duty, give his 
Advice, and ſpeak his Opinion freely in it, 
without giving account to any of what he 
ſaid, but to God alone. | 
"Theſe Particulars have yet gone no far. 
ther than the Deputies of Foreign Affairs, 
and ſo you will pleaſe may not yet be pub. 
Tick; but they have occaſioned very Me- 
lancholick Reflections among them, conſi- 
dering what a condition this Peace has al- 
ready brought them into, and what farther 
Conſequences they may expect of it, upon 
the unhappy Poſture of Affairs in England, 
from whence alone they were to hope for 
ſupport. You will gueſs by your Diſpatch- 
es this Poſt from Nimeguen, at leaſt, as well 
as we can hear what iſſue may be expected 
from the Parties beginning to eater into 
Conference there, For my parr, I am able 
to make no conjecture, nor whether a 
Peace with the Emperor will contribute to 
the Safety, or increaſe the Danger of theſe 
Countries, and the Spaniſh Netherlands, if 
the French Army continue poſſeſſed of Liege 
and the otherParts neceſſary for their mak- 
ing War upon the Duke of Brandeburgh, as 
they pretend in favour of the Swedes. 


Jam ever, &c. 
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Io Sir Loyonel Fenkins. 


Hague, Fan, 20th. S. N. 1673 


My LORD, 

Have this Morning your Letters of ye- 
4A ſterday's Date, with the incloſed Papers, 
by which I am apt to conjecture, That the 
Peace between the Emperor and France is 
drawing towards a Period; and very proba- 
bly by the laſt of this Month, being the 
Term laſt limited by France upon the pre- 
ſent Conditions: I ſhall therefore prepare 
my ſelf for my Journey towards you, and 
begin it when you find it neceſſary for me, 
to aſſiſt at the figning of the Peace, and what o- 


ther As ſball neceſſarily require a Quorum of 


our Commiſſion, Which are the Words of 
the Order Ireceived upon this Occaſion in 
a Letter from Mr. Secretary Williamſon, da- 
ted the 29th of October paſt. 

Your Lordſhip I find apprehends whe- 
ther you ſhall have notice given you by the 
Parties, of their concluding the Affair time 
enough to give me warning formyJourney; 
which with the other Complaints you 
make of the little Confidence you are in 
with them, makes me doubt whether their 


In- 
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Iatentions be, that we ſhould ſign or no: 
For by their own firſt Draught of the Pre- 
face, it was plain they did not intend it : 
And tho' your Lordſhip received Orders 
upon that Point, To make no Difficulty to ſign 
as Mediators, in Mr. Secretary's Letter to 
you of October 29th, and farther Orders a- 
bout the Part his Majeſty expected in the 
Style of the Preface, by his Letter of De. 
cember zd, yet Ido not find by any of your 
Letters, that the Parties have either expreſ- 
{ed their Deſire or Intention, that we ſhould 
ſign as Mediators, or their aſſent to what 
your Lordſhip propoſed as to his Majeſty's 
Part in the Preface. I have other Reaſons 
to be a little doubtful how this Matter may 
paſs, and one particularly this very Morn- 
ing from Monfieur d Avaux, having ſaid in 
a Conference with the Deputies of this 
State upon Diſcourſe of the Treaty; That 
the Parties no treating being of the ſame 
Religion, the whole Buſineſs was in the 
Nuncio's hands. I have likewiſe the Opi- 
nions of others here beſide my own; That 
it would be to expoſe the King's honor too 
much, for me to go expreſly upon the 
Place to ſigu the Treaty, and when I came 
there, not to be admitted to it. Therefore, 


to clear all this Matter, I humbly offer to 


your Lordſhip, whether ſeeing the preſent 


Approaches between the Parties, you will 
nov 
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not take occaſion to let them know, That 
having formerly acquainted them with the 
Orders you had received, to berready to 
ſign the Treaty ; and with the Part his Ma. 
jeſty pretended in that Cale to have in the 
Preface : And finding it neceſſary by our 
Commiſſion, that Two of us ſhould be pre- 
ſent at the Act, you deſire to know both 
their Intenſion upon it, and rhe time they 
are like to be ready ; to the end you may 
give me notice early enough not to fail at. 
tending that Service according to the Or- 
der you know Ihave received. They can- 
not, I ſuppoſe, make any ſeruple to give 
you a clear and plain Anſwer to ſuch a rea- 
ſonable Queſtion; and thereupon yourLord- 
ſhip's Meaſures and mine will be eaſily ta- 
ken : For your Lordſhip, I know, will not 
fail of giving me Advice by the firſt ; and 
I ſhall not, God willing, fail of beginning 
my Journey accordingly. In cafe any thing 
ſhould happen to make them ſign of the 
ſudden, without warning to cither of us; 
I ſuppoſe if they deſire we ſhould have our 
Parts in it, room may be leit {or the Medi- 
ators to ſign afterwards ; ſince it is not a 
Thing material as to the force of the Treas 
ty between the Parties. It they will under- 
ſtand it otherwiſe, 1 ſuppoſe it will be to 
avoid our Signing, in the civileſt manner 
they can. For, upon the whole, the judg- 
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ment which is here made of this Treaty, is, 
That neither of them like it: And tho' it 
is neceſſity alone which could have brought 
the Emperor to theſe Terms, yet France ig 
perſectlj taken at their Word, and is ſen. 
ſible en gh of the Advantages they are 
like te ic in not purſuing the War with 
the Emperor, now Spain and the Country 
are out of it. 


am ever, QC. 


Poſlſcrips. 


Deſire, what I ſay of Monfieur d 4vaux 

having told the Heputies this Morning, 
may not be taken notice of, becauſe it was 
given me by one of them in Confidence. 


To 
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To My Lord Treaſurer. 


Hague, Fan. 24th. S. N. 1679, 


My LORD, 


Had the Honour of one from your Lord- 
ſhip of the 7th ; and deferred not upon 
receipt thereof, to make that uſe of it here, 
which you intended; and was indeed in a 
manner neceſſary for his Majeſty's Scrvice 
and Juſtification as well as your Lordſhip's. 
I communicated the firſt part of it to ſome 
of the States who are in chief Credit here; 
and to the Imperial and Spaniſh Miniſters, 
who all took notice of thoſe Clauſes init; 
which ſhewed how greatAdvantages might 
have been made by bargaining for any 
Towns : How no Conditions were propo- 
ſed but ſuch as were approved by Spain nd 
Holland; and how theThoughts of mak ug 
any Advantages of tliat it ſelf, were cutcr- 
tained only at the Perſuaſion of Mr. A. . 
And in the ſeveral Converſations I have had 
upon this Subject here, I may atiure your 
Lordihip all was done with the ſucceſs you 
deſired, For the Prince, who wes gone 
from Utrecht to Arubeim, about the Lime I 
received your Lordſhip's:3:\patch,l thouzke 
Mm 2. HY JE 
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there could be no way ſo good of perform- 
ing your Commands towards his Highneſs, 
as by ſending him theLetter it ſelf, bywhich 
he would beſt ſee how much you werecon- 
cerned both in his good Opinion, and in 
his particular Affair of the Money due to 
him; which I am ſure could not have been 
by me ſo well expreſſed as in your Words. 
You will before this time have been fully 
ſatisfied by the Letter I ſent you incloſed, 
how much the Prince was concerned in 
your part, of what lately happened in Eng- 
land; and how little reaſon you had to ap- 
prehend any Change of his Highneſs's Opi- 
nion in what concerned your Lordſhip up- 
on that Occaſion. And I know very well 
he writ that Letter with kinder Intentions 
than only of making you a Compliment 
at thatTime. For the Money, he never ſaid 
one word of it to me in ſeveral Converſati- 
ons about theſe Matters, farther than com- 
plaining of his own ill Luck, ſince he was 
ſure to have received it within four or five 
days, at the time when that Trouble was 
given your Lordſhip there; which he reck- 
oned upon as what muſt certainly delay it, 
till ſome better Settlement in his Majeſty's 
Affairs, and eſpecially that of the Revenue. 
Having acquitted my ſelf of the Duty I 
owed your Lord:kip upon that firſt part of 
vour Letter; I ſind another I owe to his 
Ma- 
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Majeſty upon the latter ; of which I deſpair 
of being able to acquit my ſelf as I ought to 
do, or as the ſenſe of fo great a Favour juſt- 
ly obliges me to. The Diſtinction his Ma- 
jeſty is pleaſed to make between me 5:1: 5. 
ther Men, both in eſteeming me fit for cli 
diſcharge of ſo great a Truſt, and in offer. 
ing to be himſclt at the charge of Mr. Secre- 
tary Coventry's retiring, out of it, is what I 
am ſure, I ſhall never live to forger ; tho' 
I can never hope to deſerve : and thercivre 
muſt beg of your Lordſhip to aflift me in 
making the heartieſt and humbleſtAcknow- 
ledgments to his Majeſty, that any Scrvant 
can make to the beſt Maſter in the World. 
After this is done, I am very forry that J 
muſt make ſo True and Plain a Conſeſſon 
of my ſelf as I am forced to do upon this 
Occaſion. If I found my felt capable of do- 
ing his Majeſty the Service that would be. 
come me in ſuch a Poſt, I ſtould eſtee mit 
the greateſt, and indeed the only hapninets 
that could befall me at this Time, and in the 
poor Remainders of my Lite. Bur the ſen- 
ſible Decays I feel of late in my (elf, and 
which muſt increaſe every Lay with my 
Age and ill Health, make me abſolute]) de- 
ſpair of acquitting my ſ£ii as | 6091, aug, 
would be neceſſary for his Majeſty's S vice. 
in a Poſt that requires not only grew A.- 
liries, but good Health, and all the £1! 

25 Mm z catio! 
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cation that can be ; neither of which I can 
any ways promiſe either his Majeſty or my 
ſelf. And I may pretend to be ſo honeſt a 
man, as never to make ſo ill a Bargain for 
{> good a Maſter; which would be like ſel- 
ling him a Horſe very dear, that I knew to 


be old and reſty, and not at all fit for the 


Service he deſigned him. I beg your Lord- 
ſhip to repreſent this to his Majeſty, not as 
an affected Modeſty, nor as a Speaker's 
rorm of diſabling himſelf when he is cho 

ſen. For your Lordſhip may pleaſe to re- 
member, Iwrit the ſame Thing to you ſix 
Months ago: And Mr. Hyde knows very 
well the Thoughts of this kind he both 
found and left me in at his laſt being here. 
The Scaſon ] have ſince paſſed in a Place ſo 
unkind to my Health, has given me a great 
deal of reaſonto continue them, and to think 
my ſelf not at all nt to enter upon ſo great 
and laborious an Employment, or even to 
continue this longer than the Spring; be- 
yond which Time I can foreſee little uſe his 
Majeſty can have of me here. And when- 
ever he ſhall pleaſe to end ir, I doubt not 
but he will give me leave to ſeek for a little 
betterHealth in ſome warmer Climate; and 
Iam ſure he ſhall never find a better Subject, 
how uſeleſs a Servant ſoever TI may have 
been; and that none ſhall ever make more 
paſſionate Wiſhes ſor his Heppinet end 
| | | 22:elY, 
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Safety, than I ſhall do all the days of my 
Lite. 

can end this without making your 
Lordi likewiſe my particular Acknows 
lecgrac/:ics for your Favour and good Opi- 
nion which { ſnall ever eſteem among my 
beit bofteiions, But having 12d the Ho- 
noar oſ your agreeing to often Vith me in 
Whor we have talked of, 1 c:nnot bu: be 
conident, that if you knew me as well as 1 
do my ſelſ, you would be perfect'y of my 
Mind in this Natter, as I ſhould be f vours 
i: fiound my ſelf indeed what Your Lord- 
liup is pleated to eſteem mc. That which I 
hope we both agree in is, the Belief that 
Yoo can never mcet with a greater and ſin- 
ccrer Paſſion than that wherewith I have 
been ſo long, and ſhall be 


Tours, & c. 
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Io Sir Foſeph Williamſon. 
' "Ia r ; + g » '1 
. | Joy 5 R henen, Feb. 6th. 8. N. 1679. 


SIR, 

I Pon this day Sennight I received at 
the Hague an Exprefs fromSir L. Jen- 
ius, preſſing me to come away immediate» 
ly to Nimeguen, upon the aſſurance he then 
had the Treaty would be ſigned there the 
next Day, and that my preſence would be 
neceſlary to make up a Commiſſion at that 
time. hereupon finding my Orders ex- 
preſs in that caſe, I parted the ſame day 
from the Hague, and made a ſhift to get to 
Nimeguen the next, being Tueſday at Night. 
The Thurſday following l went to the Prince 
of Orange at Arnheim, upon a Letter from 
his Highneſs, and returned ſo late that 
Night, as to have no part in the Diſpatch 
by that Ordinary, which was the 2d. I 
have miſt ſince my laſt to you from rhe 
Hague. I communicated to his Highneſs 
the OrdersI received by yours, of the 14th 
paſt; which came to rae the day aſter my 
Arrival at A'7megaen; - He was very ready 
co periorm the part his Majeſty expected 
ſrom him upon that occaſion, but laid, 1 
8 EROY 
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„ 
knew very well he had never been able to 
hinder Libels and Paſquins from being 
Printed here againſt himſelf, and ſo could 
not aſſure me of hindring them againſt his 
Majeſty, but that he would endeavour it, 
and hoped he might be able to do it at V- 
trecht, but adviſed me to addreſs my ſelf to 
the Magiſtrates of Amſterdam, where he 
could not undertake for it, He took occa- 
ſion to tell me, That the Penfioner of Am- 
ſterdam had been with him the day before, 
upon the election of the Schepers for this 


Year ; That falling into the Diſcourſe of 


the Affairs of England, he had told him, 
That the General Report and Belief at Am- 
fterdam was, that the great Preparations 
made by France in their Sea-Ports, were to 
make the King Maſter of his Parliament; 
and that was the Reafon we took no notice 
of them in England. I took this for a Libel 
ſpread here by the ſame hands from which 
you expected they ſhould be ſent and print- 
ed to be ſpread in England; but the Prince 
ſaid, he had reaſon to believe it was given 
out by the French, to damp all hopes that 
this State might have of any ſupport from 
England: Ard that he had received Two 
Letters upon the ſame Subject from Am- 
ſterdam, beſore the Penſioner of that Town 
had told him of it. I ſhall not need tell 


vou of the Peace having been fign'd laſt 
* Mobs 
2 * 2 — * 
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Night about roof the Clock, between the 


Emperor and France, and agreed to be ia 
this Day between the Imperialiſtis an! 
Swedles l kno the whole cone 
ot that with all Circumſtances, Ly 
an Fxpreis this day from my Colleagre, 
and low unneceſſary a Journey I have 
made in the worſt Seaſon that I ever felt ; 
and upon pure obedience to the Orders you 
ſent me: For I had no reaſom to think the 
Imperialiſts would yield a Point hey had 
ever conteſted, and therefore I had deſired 
my Colleague toiniorm himſelf of it before 
he ſent forme. "Tis now paſt, and I have 
only reaſon to be ſatisfied that all was 
agreed to by the Parties which you ſeem'd 
to deſire for his Moejeſty's Honour in the 
Preface, as well az (61 wis Incluſion in the 
Treaty. This Morning I left Nimeguen, 
and thought to have reach d Urrecht this 
Night, but the Ways are almoſt impaſſa- 
ble for a Coach by the great driits of 
Snow ; ſo that all j caa hone for, is, to be 
there to marrow NY ht. From theace I 
refnlve io go m, and (peak with 
tac Mzoiftraic: in both Flaces about ſearoli- 
ing and preventing what you apprehend 
ſr: t'112 Prefies ; And becauſe I am not 
like (o be in Hollaud time enough for next 
Ordinary, I diſpatch this away to Utrecht 


by 
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by Expreſs, in hopes it may pet time 
enough to the Hague, to go away with the 


Ordinary to morrow Night, that ſo ; ou 


might know ſomething of my ore 
ons, as well as of my late Oruſfi- 
ons, which have been occaitoned by 


them, 


J am ever, &c. 
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To My Lord Treafurer. 
Hague, February alſt. S. N. 1679. 


My LORD, 
| Aving ſince my laſt had ſeveral Oc- 
caſions of diſcourſing with the 
Prince upon the Subject of your Lordſhip's 
laſt Letter; and the Account you were 
pleaſed to give there both of his Majeſty's 
Conduct and your own, in thoſe Negotia- 


tions which were ſo much talked on of late. 


his Highneſs was very full in his Expreſſi: 
ons of juſtifying your Lordſhip upon hav- 
ing done nothing but with his Majeſty's 
Order even in Writing ; and could not talk 
of Mr. M. s part in it, without the 
greateſt Indignation in the World. For 
the Thing it ſelf, he would ſay little, but 
that it was paſt, and ſo twas to no pur- 
poſe to talk of it. That no body had any 
thing left to do ſince the Peace, but to play 
an ill Game the beſt they could, and fo he 
teſdlved to do here; but nothing he could 
now do would ſignify much towards the 
Common Safety, unleſs England could 
grow into a Poſture of being more united 


Go 
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it home, and more conſidered abroad, [| 
than they ſeemed likely to be by jthe pre- "$1 
ſent Courſe of our Affairs, which he ever = 
talks of with great Concernment. Since 
the Commiſſion I received to go again to 
Nimeguen, to continue there the Figure of 
his Majeſty's Mediation, upon the recal- 
ling of Sir Lyonel Jenkins ; he was very 
inquiſitive into the Reaſon of it; which! 
could not give him : Having received 
barely a Commiſſion to act alone in that 
Function, and three Lines only from 
Mr. Secretary Williamſon , to tell me, he 
had ſent it by his Majeſty s Order. All we 
could gueſs was the Deſign of ſparing fo 
much Money, by ending Mr. Hyde's, and 
Sir Lyonels Ambaſly, now the Peace was | 
ſo near concluded ; and continuing mine #1 
only for the Decency of the Mediation, 
till the Aſſembly ſhould break up. And 
the Prince {aid upon it, That he hoped 
however, the King might make ſome 
good uſe of it; and ſince the Peace of the 
North would certainly be made, now the 
Emperors was ſo, he thought it would be 
very much better, that his Majeſty ſhould 


make it than France, eſpecially that be- 
tween Brandenburg and Sweden; and 
thereby endeavour to draw ſome de- 


pendance of thoſe Two Princes upon 
him- 
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himſelf after the Peace, which he doubt 
ed would otherwiſe fall on France: 
He faid beſides, That he would think 
of this Matter within Two or Three 
Days, and tell me, if not write into 
England what ſhould occur to him upon 
it before I went to Nimeguen. And 
that the ſooner the Peace of the North 
was now made, the better: That 
France might thereby have no longer a 
Pretext of keeping the Seven Towns 
in Cologn , Fuliers, and Liege; whereby 
they are poſted ſo as to awe this 
Country and Flanders, and to be ready 
for any new Defign upon them. 


In this Conference, and one before, 
his Highneſs deſired me to write to 
your Lordſhip, and put you in mind 
of his Money; concerning which you 
had expreſs'd ſo great Concernment in 
your Laſt to me. His Highneſs ſaid, 
He did not doubt but this Sum 
might be eafily advanced upon that 
Act which provided for it, in caſe 
the whole Security were not engag- 


ed ſome other ways, which he hop- 


ed Your Lordſhip has had the Kind- 
nels and Juſtice to prevent. 


In 
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In the midſt of your Lordſhip's great 
Affairs, I know very well I ought to 
give you as few and as ſhort Troubles 
as I can; and therefore ſhall not 
lengthen this beyond the Aſſurances of 
my being ever , 


— 


Ba 
* 


Hy LORD, 


Tour, &c. 


To 
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-- 


To rhe Earl of -d. 
Hazue, Feb. 28th. S. N. 1679. 


My LORD, 
N Saturday laſt J received the ho- 
nour of one from your Lordſhip of 
the 112%; and this Morning another of 
the 14th; both of them bringing me his 
Majeſty's Command for my immediate 
Return; and the Laſt, a Letter of Revoca- 
tion to the States General. I have this 
Afternoon communicated both to the 
Prince; who finding me preſs'd to make 
fo much diligence in my Journey, has 
made it formally his Defire to me, that 
I will go away, without taking notice 
here of my abſolute Revocation , or there- 
upon, any formal Leave of the States, 
which he ſays, may be done as ſoon as I 
am there, it his, Majeſty pleaſes; and a- 
bout the time my Lord Ambaſlador Jen- 
kins ſhall arrive here. His Highneſs takes 
this to be a Point ſo important to his Ma. 
jeſty's Service, and to his own Intereſts 


here at this time, which, he ſays, are the 
{ame 
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ame with his Majeſty's, that lie is ſure 
(as he is pleaſed to ſay) the King will 
give him leave to govern ſich a Cir- 
cumſtance as this is; and therefore ſys, 
He will take it upon himſelf; and his 
Majeſty will know the Reaſons when I 
have the Honour to attend him. I con- 
feſs, I could ſee no Prejudice in this to 
his Majeſty, nor to any unleſs my (elf, 
(on the Account of the uſual Preſents 
upon a Revocation) I therefore conſented 
to it; and ſhall thereupon be ready, I 
hope, to embarque to morrow or next 
day, if Wind and Weather ſuffer me. 
Though the Prince had not defired this 
way of parting, I have another Reaſon 
would of neceſſity have engaged me to 
it ; which is, my being ſo much indebted 
here, by not having received my Money 
ſince my coming over in Fuly laſt ; that ir 
would have been impoſlible for me to have 
carried my Goods and Family away from 
hence, without attending the neceſſary 
Diſpatches from the Exchequer, which [ 
doubt, by the Style of both Your Lord- 
ſhip's Letters, preſſing me to fo much 
haſte in my Journey, would not have pal- 
fed with his Majeſty for a good Excuſe of 
my not coming away. 


N n The 
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The Common Occurrences will be 
tranſmitted to your Lordſhip by Mr. Mete- 
ith, as has been uſual : So that after hav- 
ing very heartily given Your Lordſhip Joy 
upon your Entrance into an Employ. 
ment of ſo great Weight and Conle- 
quence to his Majeſty's Service, with my 
True Wiſhes of all the SatisfaQion that 
can be from it, both to his Majeſty 


and your ſelf, I ſhall end with the 
Profeflions of, 


: Ay being ever, &c ; 


The 
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The Private LETTER of 


the ſame Date, to the Earl 
of Ad. 


* 


Muſt leave it to Time to tell you, 

whether your Letter as Secretary of 
State, and acquginting me with his Ma- 
jeſty's having ſent for me over to enter up- 
on the ſame Poſt, were as welcome to me 
as Jam ſure it was ſurprizing; aſter my 
Preparations and Thoughts had been turn. 
ed for a Weck together to Nzmeguen. But 
cannot forbear aſſuring you in the mean 
time, that nothing could be welcomer 
than a ſhort one I reccived with it front 
My Lord Sunderland ; by which I found 
he was pleaſed with the new Employment, 
and not unſatisſied with the Proſpect of 
our Aſtairs. I take your Lordſhip to be 
ſo good and univerſal a Judge, that I can- 
not eaſily believe you thould be deceived 
in what concerns either the Publick or 
your ſelf ; and therefore cannot chuſe 
but raiſe from it good Preſages to both: 
Otherwiſe I confeſs, I ſce- nothing to 
change my Opinion of public Affairs, or 

| my 
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my Reſolutions as to my own part in 
them; tho' I find, my Friends have ſo 
different Thoughts of both. I wiſh I may 
find any thing to undeceive me when I 
come over. In the mean time, I ſhould 
be infinitely glad to contribute more than 
my Wiſhes towards the Ends you ſeem to 
propole your Selves. And if I could think 
my ſelf capable of doing it; neither the 
King nor your Lordihip would find a truer 
Servant. In the mean time, I will only 
{ay ; that among all vou have, there is 
none can take more Part in all that con- 


cerns your Lordſhip, nor that can be more 
unſeignedly than I am, 


My LORD, 


Tour, &c. 


Nn2 To 
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To My Lord Treaſurer. 


Hague, Febr. 28th. S. N. 1678. 


My LORD; 


Received laſt Saturday the Honour of 

one from your Lordſhip of the 11203 
which I confeſs, ſurprized me more than 
any I ever had from you; coming not on- 
ly after my Orders and Preparations for 
Nimeguen; but after my Wife had told me 
from your Lordſhip, how all that Afair 
had paſſed ; and aſter I had written to her, 
how infinitely ſenſible I was of the Obli- 
gations I had to your Lordſhip in the whole 
Courſe of it; and how perfectly I was 
ſatisfied as to my ſelf, with the Plie it had 
taken. Time alone muſt tell, if either 
his Majeſty or I have Reaſon to be ſatisfi- 
ed with the Change he has ſince made in 
that Meaſure, which will depend upon 
the Succeſs of it ; and of my being of the 
Uſe deſigned in ſo great a Poſt, towards 
thoſe publick Ends that I am confidenr, 
your Lordſhip aims at in it, and which 
none can anſwer for. I wiſh to God I 
could deſerve halt the Honour his Majeſty 
does me by his good Opinion; for J ne- 
g VET 
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ver can the Kindneſs of your Intention, 
(whatever may happen) tho' no Man 
can be more ſenſible than I am of it. For 
the reſt, I ſhall not trouble your Lord hip 
farther with any Diſcourſes upon that Sub- 
ject, being like to have the Honour of 
waiting on you ſo ſoon: For I hope, God 
willing, to go aboard the Yatcht to mor- 
row or Wedneſday, if Wind and Weather 
ſufter me; and with your Lord{hip's good 


leave, ſhall make my firſt Step into the 


Cockpit ; where you will then find I am 
ſure a „ 


4 


moſt Humble Servant. 
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